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Province, treaty

commission

develop new Grade 12 course

MAGGIE MACINTOSH
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

vestigates the meaning of the phrase: “We
Are All Treaty People.”

The education department teamed up with the
Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba to
co-create a social studies curriculum.

Ahead of the winter term, the duo unveiled a
new 408 credit: Land and Treaties: Relationships
and Responsibilities.

“I don’t know anywhere else in Canada where
this has happened,” said Connie Wyatt Anderson,
treaty education lead for the commission.

“Teachers are so darn humble — that’s just the
way they are, but I think Manitoba and Manitoba
teachers and school communities are really act-
ing as a template for other jurisdictions.”

For the veteran history teacher, this Grade 12
course is a fitting way to send off graduates be-
cause it requires them to think critically about
their place, responsibilities and perspectives in
modern-day Manitoba.

The 16-page curriculum is broken up into four
strands, including identity, land as a relative, re-
lational responsibilities and inherent sovereignty,
active agency.

The spirit and intent of the Numbered Treaties,
signed between 1871 to 1921, and their ongoing
roles are central. The course also prescribes les-
sons about precolonial confederacies, Métis scrip
and contemporary agreements.

It covers a wide range of topics, from historical
treaty-making protocols to the reclamation of In-
digenous place names.

Throughout the course, students are asked to
compare First Nations, Red River Métis and Inuit
worldviews with colonial worldviews on the use
and possession of land. They also study different
ways Indigenous people have sought to defend
their rights through legal and economic resistance.

Wyatt Anderson noted that this section — “inher-
ent sovereignty, active agency” — is a stark con-
trast to textbooks that have long framed Indigen-
ous people as passive actors throughout history.

One of the biggest fallacies of the Numbered
Treaties is that First Nations leaders signed a
document and got scammed, she said.

“We know from written and oral evidence that
First Nations were astute bargainers,” she added.

A soft launch of the course is underway across
Manitoba. The province is preparing a formal pi-
lot for fall to collect feedback and fine-tune the
framework.

What sets this credit apart from others is just
how much it is grounded in self-reflection, Wyatt
Anderson said.

The opening unit asks students to draw on

MANITOBA’S newest Grade 12 elective in-

their own experiences as they consider the inter-
connectedness between humans and the lands
they inhabit. It calls on students to answer four
iconic questions that were often posed by the late
justice and senator Murray Sinclair.

Who am I? Where do I come from? Why am I
here? Where am I going?

“It’s a nice hook,” Wyatt Anderson said. “You're
starting with a bit of ‘heart learning’ before you
get into ‘head learning.”

The career educator has dedicated the last dec-
ade to creating treaty education resources. Be-
fore that, she taught history and geography for 20
years at Oscar Lathlin Collegiate in Opaskwayak
Cree Nation.

The commission tapped her to draft a sen-
ior-years course on treaties during the 2017-18
school year in response to a resolution in favour
of bolstering training at the Assembly of Mani-
toba Chiefs.

Teachers had to seek special permission from
the province to run sections of that course —
which is the foundation of the new credit — be-
tween 2018 and 2025.

Wyatt Anderson indicated there are early dis-
cussions among provincial officials about wheth-
er this course should be required for graduation.

There are currently only three mandatory cred-
its for Grade 12 students. In order to graduate, stu-
dents must complete at least one English Language
Arts and mathematics course as well as phys-ed.

“We believe (this course) will play a crucial role
in building a more inclusive and respectful society,
grounded in mutual understanding and respect,”
the curriculum document’s introduction states.

A provincial spokesperson echoed those com-
ments in an emailed statement that described the
collaborative project as “a significant milestone.”

The Seven Oaks School Division’s Adult Educa-
tion Centre is one of the first sites in Winnipeg
that is offering the course to students this winter.

“As we, as a community, continue our work to-
wards truth and reconciliation, having Grade 12
students having this opportunity to get a focused
course on lands and treaties and understanding
their roles and responsibilities is critically im-
portant,” said Tony Kreml, superintendent of the
school division.

The Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba
is planning two days of training for interested
teachers in June dedicated to the new course and
how to deliver it.

Wyatt Anderson said her team is at the ready
to help teachers navigate the contents of the new
curriculum and share resources.

Approximately 250 students had taken an early
iteration of the course as of June 2025, according
to the commission.

maggie.macintosh@freepress.mb.ca
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You're invited to join our complimentary

RIVER CRUISING INFORMATION SESSION

EXCLUSIVE
OFFERS
JUST FOR
ATTENDEES

WINNIPEG
Thursday, March 12 > 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM
The Fort Garry Hotel, Spa and Conference Centre
222 Broadway

Pay parking may be in effect.

To RSVP visit SCENIC.CA/RIVEREVENTS
Call 1 844 843 6346 or contact your local travel professional

SIGENI(CH
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2026 EUROPE RIVER CRUISING
NGS EVENT

(New bookings only)

Enjoy moments of wonder
in ultra-luxury on a European river cruise and

Save up to 35% on select sailings”

Book a River Cruise plus an
Escorted Land Tour Extension and

Save an additional $1,000 per couple’

Strictly limited offers on select departures.
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Save up to $5,310" per couple Save up to $5,380" per couple

Journey Code: PNB

Select 2026 Departures in March, April, June,
July, August, September & October

Standard Suites from $4,980pp
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Journey Code: AMBC
Select 2026 Departures in March, April, May, June,
July, August, September, October & November
Standard Suites from $4,395"pp

alcony Suites from $6,075"pp Balcony Suites from $5,490pp

O E-bikes to uncover
Europe like a local

Complimentary Wi-Fi
Experienced Scenic

5-Star Scenic
Space-Ships with
up to 163 guests

Your choice of a spacious ©

o Complimentary in-suite
mini-bar replenished
every day o

Exclusive Scenic Enrich o

Standard Suite or a
Balcony Suite with an
innovative all-weather
Scenic Sun Lounge

Personalised butler
service for every suite

All meals on board

with up to five dining
experiences from casual
to fine dining

Premium beverages
included, all day, every day

events inaccessible to
the ordinary traveller

A range of Scenic
Freechoice experiences
to personalise your
journey, included always

Salt Therapy Lounge

on select ships on the
Rhine, Main, Danube and
Moselle rivers, Bordeaux
and the south of France

Cruise Director to guide
and assist

Enrichment Manager for
on board entertainment
and activities

Expert local guides

Return airport transfers
upon arrival and
departure at your
destination

All tipping and gratuities
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— not just at meal times (on board and onshore)

Start planning your journey today at scenic.ca/savingsevent

*Terms and conditions: Offer valid on new bookings made by March 31, 2026. Percentage discount varies depending on itinerary & departure
date. Savings Event availability is limited and departure dates with advertised discount may sell out at any time during sale period without
notice. Savings are based on the cruise + upgrade element only, excludes airfare, port charges, land/land extensions, hotel stays or any other
additional items. A non-refundable initial deposit of $500 per person is required at time of booking. Final payment is due within 7 days of
booking. All offers and discounts and are inventory controlled, strictly capacity limited, non-transferable, non-refundable, and hold no cash
value. Offers may be extended, cancelled, or withdrawn at any time without notice, and subject to availability until sold out. Prices based on
per person twin share, lowest cabin category in CAD dollars and include all advertised discount savings. Dates, availability and lead-in pricing
based on availability at time ad design February 2025 and subject to change at any time without notice. Port charges and taxes are included
in the price. No retroactivity including engaging the Platinum Protection Plan & Flexible Booking Plan to avail these offers. Offer is combinable
On Board Future Sales Discount and up to two Purchased On Board Future Travel Vouchers per person per booking and new groups if booked
and deposited within promotion period. Offer is not combinable with Flexi Fare, Best Available Offer, Agency Perks, Military Discount,Travel/
Trade/Partner Eventincentives, Solo Offers, Interline/Trade rates, Friends & Family (F&F) offers, or any other restricted or special-rate programs
unless explicitly stated. All offers are inventory controlled and subject to availability. Scenic reserves the right to amend, extend, withdraw, or
cancel offers at any time without notice. We reserve the right to not honour any published prices that we determine were erroneous due to
printing, electronic or clerical error. All beverages are included except for a very small number of fine and vintage wines, Champagnes and spirits.
Vitality Pool and Salt Therapy Lounge not available on all ships. Wellness Area treatments at an additional cost. E-bikes not available on all ships
(safety helmets will be supplied and should be worn while riding e-bikes). Airport transfers are only available on the first and last day of your
tour and at times we designate. In the event of a deviation some services and inclusions may not be provided in line with these depictions. For
full booking terms and conditions, refer to our river cruising brochure available at scenic.ca/brochures or visit scenic.ca/terms-and-conditions.
Scenic Luxury Cruises & Tours office: Suite 1905, 401 West Georgia Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 5A1. BC consumer protection #40178.




