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Prepare for a colossal show

THE largest edition since first being staged in 
1980, this year’s Labelexpo Europe is occupying 
35 000m2  across nine halls. This high demand for 
stand space comes on the back of 2015’s hugely 
successful event when records were broken in 
terms of numbers of exhibitors and visitors.

In short, if you’re heading for Brussels in September, 
you can expect a busy show floor packed with fascinating 
exhibits, not only from the expected big-name brands but 
also from a number of first-time exhibitors.

Adding interest are two dedicated feature areas –  
a return of the popular Linerless Trail and the debut 
of the Automation Arena – plus a number of paid-for 
master classes run in collaboration with the Label 
Academy.

To help make the experience even more enjoyable, 
facilities at Brussels Expo have been refreshed, with 
improvements such as enhanced security, upgraded 
lighting, overhauled catering services, and free Wi-Fi 
throughout the halls.

Labelexpo Europe 2017 – this year’s leading event for the labelling  
and narrow-web sector – opens its doors on September 25 at Brussels 
Expo. To help South African visitors with planning, Gill loubser provides  
this preview of exhibitors and their new products. 

FINAT and Tarsus celebrate  
25-year partnership
TWO iconic brands in the labelling industry 
– Labelexpo and FINAT – celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of their successful partnership at 
this year’s Labelexpo Europe. It’s an appropriate 
opportunity for the partners to refocus their 
vision on the broad canvas of the industry to 
whose growth both have contributed, and which 
is especially represented by Labelexpo exhibitors 
and visitors.

Tarsus’ predecessor (the Labelex/Cowise Group) 
and FINAT signed their first Labelexpo agreement in 
1991 but meanwhile similar partnerships have been 
developed with regional associations around the 
world, such as TLMI (Labelexpo Americas), LMAI 
(Labelexpo India) and, most recently, PEIAC Labels 
(Labelexpo Asia).    

The transformation of Labelexpo Europe from a 
niche self-adhesive labelling event to a global trade 
show covering a much broader spectrum of labelling 
and package printing and converting technology, also 
reflects the changing shape of the industry, in terms 
of imaging technologies – particularly digital print 
– and packaging styles such as flexible pouches, 
shrink sleeves, and in-mould labelling. Label printers 

today are certainly positioned at the very heart of the 
lively packaging industry.   

However, as Labelexpo’s continuing success 
depends on its ability to respond to market demands, 
Labelexpo and FINAT have expanded their joint 
Labelexpo Advisory Board (LAB) to include a cross-
section of exhibiting suppliers. 

As Lisa Milburn, MD of the Labelexpo Global 
Series, says: ‘Our collaboration with the Labelexpo 
Advisory Board undoubtedly makes Labelexpo Europe 
an unmissable event for label and package printing 
professionals. Our close working relationship helps 
shape serious and practical content for the show, and 
has driven important improvements at Brussels Expo.’

Adds FINAT MD, Jules Lejeune: ‘Our information 
and support platform is continuously expanding in 
this fast-moving technology and business arena. We 
value our partnership with Tarsus and the Labelexpo 
Advisory Board. It delivers real added value, and – as 
it has been for the last 25 years – is a key enabler in 
keeping our members at the leading edge of the label 
industry.’

Learn more about FINAT membership by visiting 
the association’s stand (11A31).
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Rotocon leads visitors full circle

AMONG Labelexpo Europe’s 600-plus exhibitors 
are several of Rotocon’s principals … including 
MPS, RotoControl, Wink, Screen, AVT, Pantec, 
Matho, Erhardt+Leimer and Kocher+Beck. And 
attending the show to field questions from South 
Africa’s labelling and packaging contingent 
are Rotocon’s Michael, Patrick and Pascal 
Aengenvoort.

But not only can South African visitors go full 
circle in seeing the latest technology advancements 
offered by Rotocon’s principals at Labelexpo, they’re 
also in line to win valuable prizes in a lucky draw at 
the conclusion of the show – simply by obtaining an 
attendance tick at each of these principals’ stands!

Another major attraction at the show is the 
Automation Arena, in hall 11, in which no fewer than 
five of Rotocon’s principals are participating – MPS, 
AVT, Kocher+Beck, Matho and RotoControl. (For fuller 
information on the Automation Arena, turn to page 41.)

MPS introduces ‘Talk to me’  
connectivity
Not far from the Automation Arena in hall 11, MPS 
Systems (stand 11C20) is launching an innovation 
aimed at promoting interaction between MPS presses 
and management information systems (MIS). 

Labelled ‘talk to me’, this latest MPS connectivity 
technology allows for real-time data exchange and 
control at any given moment, allowing printers to be 
truly productive and remain competitive. As examples, 
data from MIS to press can include customer name, 

press run, colour sequence, tooling, material type 
and thickness, printing plate code, while data from 
the press to MIS can include operator name, printing 
speed, metres printed, waste produced, set-up and 
printing time.

Daily live demonstrations of this ground-breaking 
connectivity concept are being given on an MPS EF 
multi-substrate flexo press. 

In the Automation Arena, MPS is displaying a second 
EF press. Here visitors can see two automated press 
lines for digital and conventional label production, from 
job creation through to prepress, printing and finishing 
to invoicing. 

Screen launches game-changing  
digital label presses 
In hall nine, with the release of the Truepress Jet 
L350UV+ and the Truepress Jet L350UV+LM, Screen 
Europe (stand 9B30) is expanding its remit into food 
packaging, breaking boundaries with world-class 
speeds and further strengthening its position within  
the digital label printing sector.

By visiting Rotocon’s principals at Labelexpo, South Africa’s label printers 
can go full circle – from prepress to printing, via digital and analogue 
technologies, to all manner of ancillary and finishing techniques.

On the MPS stand, 
visitors can learn 
how press operators 
can have access to 
‘anytime, anywhere’ 
MIS connectivity 
via the specially-
developed ‘talk to me’ 
app, easily installed 
on any Android or iOS 
smartphone or tablet.

Screen’s Truepress Jet L350UV+LM brings unrivalled levels of 
functionality to food label production. 

As well as using newly-developed low-migration 
inks that offer enhanced safety, the Truepress Jet 
L350UV+LM includes a nitrogen purge mechanism for 
accelerating the curing of UV inks, further preventing 
ink migration and UV odour.

This press also pushes the envelope in terms of 
productivity, sharing a host of fresh features with the 
L350UV+ press, which offers superior productivity, 
substrate compatibility, colour reproduction, operability 
and other advanced features that are said to provide a 
significant edge over conventional technologies.
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Both new presses deliver industry-leading, reliable 
print speeds of up to 60m/min and enable the 
reproduction of a wider colour gamut by adding support 
for a special orange ink to conventional CMYK and 
white inks. Each system’s transfer section can be 
equipped with an optional chill roller for cooling thin 
substrates that are particularly susceptible to heat 
generated by the UV lamp. Wraparound labels for PET 
bottles can now be printed with ease on the Truepress 
Jet L350UV+LM press. 

AVT shows ‘smart factory’ production 
excellence
Also in hall 9 (stand 9C05), visitors can discover how 
AVT’s systems tie into print automation and ‘smart 
factory’ production excellence.  

By connecting to pre-production tools – such as 
MIS or Esko’s Automation Engine – printers can 
define and control cross-plant quality standards, 
monitor key performance indicators, uncover potential 
improvements, aggregate data and benchmark against 
defined targets. 

Another key attraction on AVT’s stand is SpectraLab 
II, an inline, automatic spectral measurement system 
compliant with X-Rite’s ISO-compliant XRGA metrology 
standard, to optimise colour measurement across 
multivendor networks. 

system specifically designed to address digital printing 
challenges such as missing nozzles, ink drips and 
colour uniformity – all in real time. 

Another key tool for waste reduction, enhancing 
production and making process monitoring truly 
comprehensive, is AVT’s Helios S Turbo installed on 
an HP Indigo 8000 label press.  A similarly streamlined 
AVT system, Apollo 20K, is being demonstrated on an  
HP Indigo 20000 packaging press. 

Also in action at the show (on a Mark Andy digital 
press and on the Gallus Labelfire) is AVT’s recently-
introduced Jet-IQ, a closed loop system that allows 
digital printers to gain a competitive advantage through 
enhanced print quality at high speeds, reduced 
downtime and full reporting capabilities. 

Pantec’s latest embossing,  
insetting systems
In hall five (stand 5A36), Pantec is presenting its Rhino 
II embossing system and its Swift patch insetting 
system. 

The Rhino II is a flat-bed foil embossing system 
(installed either inline or offline). It now features 
enhanced productivity and reduced setup times and, 
with its high stroking frequency, allows the production 
of complex multi-stroke labels, especially suitable for 
wine and spirits markets.

The Swift system offers label decoration at a new 
level of performance that facilitates the application 
of stunning registered patches inline, exciting brand 
owners and printers. At the show, a personal care 
product label is being produced at high speed, with 
registered patches along with decorative foil. Meeting 
calls for lean logistics, foil is used in a single pass on 
the Swift system, avoiding the need to scrap partially-
used foils.

Top-quality label finishing  
from RotoControl
Taking a stroll to hall seven, RotoControl (stand 7D42) 
is displaying high-speed label finishing machines.

On show is the BL 440 for high-speed production of 
booklet labels; the DT 340 for finishing and converting 
of digital printed labels with a new register-controlled 
lamination unit and turret rewinder for non-stop 
production; the RSP 440 for inspecting and slitting 
pharmaceutical labels; and the RSC 440 with a 
WorkflowLink and RotoControl’s latest fully-automatic 
slitting system, RotoCut.

Live demonstrations will feature simple and intuitive 
operator interfaces, the highest degree of automation, 
and modular designs that support customised 
integration. 

As with MPS and AVT, RotoControl is among 
participating suppliers in the Automation Arena in hall 
11.
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As mentioned above, AVT is participating in the 
Automation Arena. However, in addition, AVT is 
showcasing Industry 4.0 solutions on its stand, including 
the company’s iCenter Platform, a next-generation 
cloud-based solution that empowers printers to manage 
and control quality and production standards for facilities 
around the world, ensuring global consistency. Through 
iCenter, printers can set cross-site quality standards, 
auto-analyse PDF files for inspection, and utilise 
business intelligence from the production floor with 
seamless connectivity to MIS and prepress solutions  
for optimised, automated workflows. 

For the first time, AVT is demonstrating Helios D 
(digital), a high-end 100% automatic inspection 
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Don’t miss the CRON stand to see the latest imaging systems 
in operation. These HDI Flexo machines, available in three 
formats – 600 and 900mm for label applications and 1 600mm 
for general packaging work – are all compatible with thermal 
film, digital polyester-back flexo and letterpress plates.

TAD principals  
show prepress advances
Two of TAD Printing Products’ foreign principals 
are on show – MacDermid Graphic Solutions and 
Cron.

On the MacDermid stand (5A17) visitors can see 
the company’s comprehensive platemaking systems 
optimised for label printing; and on the CRON stand 
(9B18) they can witness game-changing quality and 
price-quality standards for flexo and letterpress plate 
imaging. 

Says Andy Beesley, MacDermid’s sales director: 
‘Labelexpo allows us a great opportunity to strengthen 
our relationships with customers and distributors 
around the globe and we’re excited to showcase our 
product portfolio, which we believe will have a positive 
impact on the flexographic industry for years to come.’

TAD’s Adrian Gildenhuys urges local visitors to 
include the MacDermid stand on their itineraries so 

they can learn more about optimising the platemaking 
workflow and take label printing to the next level.

On the subject of CRON’s exhibits, he states: ‘The 
HDI Flexo models offer low-cost solutions for a wide 
range of applications without compromising on quality. 
Traditionally, prepress systems for flexo and letterpress 
markets have been expensive to run, let alone the 
initial outlay, meaning that most label and packaging 
converters have outsourced their prepress production. 
However, CRON’s HDI Flexo machines are very 
competitively-priced, allowing packaging converters 
to bring plate production in-house. This reduces lead 
times and significantly increases their flexibility to take 
on a wider range of jobs.’

Apart from Adrian Gildenhuys, TAD’s Leatitia 
Vuurman and Patrick Krieling are also attending the 
show. ‘We’re all looking forward to welcoming South 
African visitors to our principals’ stands,’ says Adrian.

Dedicated 
master class
LABELEXPO EUROPE is hosting a dedicated 
master class on MIS and workflow automation 
on September 26. 

Organised by the Label Academy, the five-hour 
master class is presented by Mike Fairley and 
focuses on how electronically managing an efficient 
and profitable 21st century operation can offer an 
integrated management information solution. 
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Wink’s premium die-cutting systems
Moving on to an adjacent hall, Wink (stand 6C32) is 
presenting a full portfolio of premium die-cutting solutions. 

Among highlights is the latest SmartGap adjustable 
anvil roller. Simple to operate, the SmartGap system’s 
stable construction allows trouble-free cutting-through 
(metal-to-metal). Wink is showing the optimised basic 
version, SmartGap Classic and a Touch version with 
digital control and numerous smart features to further 
enhance production efficiency. The SmartGap is also 
being demonstrated in the die-cutting of ultra-thin liners.

Wink is also presenting a new type of perforating 
die. Using patent-pending laser technology, cuts and 
ties are produced with outstanding precision, allowing 
perfect perforations and micro perforations. 

Also on show are new SuperCut flexible dies with 
specific adjustments of blade geometry for demanding 
materials such as MDO on very thin PET liners, 

booklet and in-mould labels. And for applications that 
require special die treatments such as laser hardening, 
Wink is promoting its MicroChrome coating for 
maximum durability.

Alongside a full range of basic cylinders (magnetic, 
anvil, printing) and solid rotary dies 
(including waste removal solutions), Wink 
is also showing the updated ForceControl 
pressure monitoring system for monitoring 
and adjusting cutting pressure, guaranteeing 
an effective and controlled process for all 
die-cutting tasks. 
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