
VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY - MA IN THEATRE
Frequently Asked Questions

THE APPLICATION PROCESS
What are the application requirements for an MA in Theatre?
You will need three letters of recommendation, a resume 
of relevant experience, statement of goals, writing sample, 
undergraduate transcripts and a headshot. 

Is there an application fee? 
Yes, but your non-refundable $50 application fee will be 
waived if you attend an in-person or online Open House. Please 
ask your Open House representative to provide you with the 
discount code.

What can I submit as a writing sample?
You can submit a paper you wrote for an undergraduate class 
that shows your writing style and research interests. Papers 
should be between 5 - 15 pages. If you don’t have a paper, you 
can submit dramaturgical notes, production reviews or plays. 

What should be included in my statement of goals and how 
long should it be?
Your statement of goals should be 500 to 1500 words, 
articulating your aspirations upon the completion of this degree.

How do I submit my recommendations?
During the online application process, you will enter the name 
and email address of your recommenders, and they will receive 
a request for a digital submission. We cannot accept letters of 
recommendation directly from our applicants.

What GPA is required for admission to Villanova’s graduate 
programs in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences?
A minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.0 is required for admission.

Do I have to have an undergraduate degree in Theatre in 
order to apply to the program? No. 

Am I required to audition or interview to be accepted into 
the Villanova Theatre Graduate Program?
No. Only those applying for an assistantship or a tuition 
scholarship are required to interview. 

What are the audition requirements for the acting 
scholarship?
Auditioners should prepare two monologues in contrasting 
styles and have the option of performing 16 bars of a song. 

What are the deadlines for general admission? 
Fall: March 1. Applications may be considered until Aug. 1
Spring: Nov. 15. Applications may be considered until Dec. 1
Summer: May 1.

ASSISTANTSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Are scholarship opportunities available?
Yes! Tuition scholarships, which provide tuition remission, 
are available. Graduate assistantships, which include a stipend 

along with tuition remission, are available in the areas of set 
construction, costume construction, properties construction and 
public relations/marketing. 

When is the deadline to apply for funding? 
The deadline to submit scholarship and assistantship 
applications is Feb. 1. E-mail gradtheatre@villanova.edu to 
request the scholarship and assistantship application. 

If I don’t have much practical experience, should I apply? 
Yes! We encourage applicants to apply for all of our 
assistantships and scholarships, regardless of resume and skill 
level. We are looking for great citizens, excellent students and 
theatre artists to fund, so don’t sell yourself short.

Are part-time students eligible?
No, only full-time students (taking 3 classes a semester) are 
eligible for our departmental funding opportunities.

Can I submit a portfolio with my application?
Yes. There are places to submit additional documents within 
the online application, or you can submit additional materials 
directly to gradtheatre@villanova.edu. 

Is there an audition or interview for funding opportunities?
Yes. Prospective students applying for a tuition scholarship or 
for an assistantship in props, set, costume or PR are required to 
interview. Interviews will be held on February 19, 2021. Upon 
submitting your applications, our Program Coordinator will 
contact you by email to set up your audition and/or interview.  

FINANCING YOUR EDUCATION
Is financial aid available to graduate students?
Yes! Financial assistance is available to all matriculated/degree-
seeking students in a graduate level program. In order to receive 
assistance, you must be enrolled in at least 3 credit hours in the 
summer, fall or spring semester. 

What are the tuition rates for graduate courses?
For 2020-2021, all courses in Villanova’s Graduate College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences are $820.00 per credit. Almost all 
graduate courses are 3 credit courses. 

Are there any discounts available?
Educators and administrators in public and private schools 
receive a tuition reduction of 20%, and those in Catholic 
schools receive a tuition reduction of 40%.

DEGREE/CURRICULUM INFORMATION
How many credits do I need to complete my MA?
You will need a total of 36 credits to complete the Master’s in 
Theatre program. 

Are there any additional requirements I must complete in 
order to earn my degree?
Yes. Aside from traditional coursework, all students must 



complete three practicums (working in a practical capacity 
on our main stage production season), pass their year-
end comprehensive exam in dramaturgy and script analysis, 
and complete a thesis project that they must defend in front 
of a panel. 

What is the Master of Arts in Theatre with a Certificate in 
Nonprofit Management?
The Villanova Master of Arts in Theatre with a Certificate in 
Nonprofit Management is a program that combines the 
scholarly, creative and practical curriculum of the MA in 
Theatre with a certificate designed to facilitate a career in the 
nonprofit sector. This Certificate requires three additional credits 
beyond the 36 required for the MA in Theatre, meaning students 
must complete 39 credits to graduate.

What is the Graduate Certificate in Practical Theatre?
The Graduate Certificate in Practical Theatre gives a broad 
background in practical theatre to the student who may not wish 
to pursue the MA degree but would like to acquire the skills, 
vocabulary, and methodology fundamental to the practice of 
theatre. Students take five performance or production-related 
courses and complete one practicum.

How long does it take to complete the MA in Theatre?
Generally, students complete all of the requirements for their 
Master’s degree in two years, although students are permitted 
up to six years to complete their degree. To finish in two years, 
students generally take three courses (totaling nine credits) per 
semester. There is generally one elective offered in the summer.
Part-time students may take one or two classes per semester. 

When are Graduate Theatre classes held?
Classes are generally offered Monday-Thursday from 4:30-
7:30pm, with some exceptions. All classes meet once a week. 
Nonprofit Management Program course offerings may vary 
from these times. 

Do you offer online classes? 
During a typical semster, we do not offer online classes. 
Online and hybrid classes have been offered in response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic as per Villanova Univeristy guidelines.

How have you responded to the Covid-19 pandemic? 
In addition to offering a combination of online, hybrid and in-
person classes, the Villanova Theatre Department has pivoted to 
producing a virtual 2020-2021 season. We have been adhering 
to all CDC, national and local guidelines as well as those 
provided by Villanova University in order to facilitate safe 
learning and production opportunities for our students. 
To learn more about Villanova University's Community First 
Initiative and the CARITAS Commitment, visit 
https://linktr.ee/VUCommunityFirst

As a Villanova Theatre graduate student, am I able to take 
classes outside of my course of study?
Typically, we ask that our students focus on courses in our 
curriculum. A student’s request to take courses outside the 
Department may be considered on a case-by-case basis at the 
discretion of the Chair.

PRODUCTION
When are rehearsals held?
Weekday rehearsals are generally scheduled to take place 
after classes for a duration of up to four hours, typically from 
8-11pm. On weekends, rehearsals last for six to eight hours per 
day. Cast and crew receive at least one night off per week.

How many shows does Villanova produce a year?
There are usually four mainstage shows per year (two in the 
fall and two in the spring) as well as a new works reading. 
Typically, there are three plays and one musical. There is 
a Studio Show in January that provides an opportunity for 
students to mount their own productions with some support 
from the department. 

Are students required to audition for shows?
No, only acting scholars are required to audition for our 
productions (though all are invited to do so). All students are 
required to participate in three productions in some capacity 
before graduation − we call these practicums − and this work 
can be completed by acting, stage managing, assistant stage 
managing, light or sound board operation, or spotlight operation.

What is the difference between an MFA and an MA?
An MA in Theatre is a deep and comprehensive study of theatre 
history, its practice and its relevance. MA students are taught 
to see all of theatre’s elements (theory, design, performance) as 
parts of the greater art, and to challenge its boundaries. MFA 
students typically focus on just one of those elements, such as 
acting, playwriting, design, directing, etc. MFA students study 
their chosen discipline, with limited scholarly scope, moving 
toward a major work or performance which is a demonstration 
of their mastery of that one particular discipline. Conversely, 
MA students are able to study a wide variety of theories and 
practices within theatre and are therefore able to experiment 
with their intersections and the ways in which they relate. MA 
students at Villanova Theatre work towards a thesis presentation 
in a chosen area of specialty, but that thesis demonstrates not 
only mastery of a particular practice but also an understanding 
of how that practice fits into the larger craft of theatre.

Why should I pursue an MA? 
You will leave our program with a well-rounded education 
and comprehensive skill set, poised to tackle a variety of 
professional challenges. In today’s professional environment, 
employers value theatre practitioners with the ability to do more 
and understand the work being done by their collaborators. 
Our students are often actors who write, designers who direct, 
managers who produce and dramaturgs who both research and 
develop plays. These artists are passionate about storytelling 
and seek to build a career that is not limited to one discipline, 
but is free to evolve constantly.



VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY - MA IN THEATRE
Financing Your Graduate Education 

Villanova’s tuition rates and fees in Graduate Arts and Sciences 
are affordable and competitively priced. Current educators 
are eligible for reduced tuition rates. Villanova also offers two 
forms of competitive, merit-based scholarships for full-time 
students: tuition scholarships and graduate assistantships, which 
provide a stipend as well as tuition. Assistance with applications 
for student loans and a convenient payment plan are also 
available. Please see below for more information.

Graduate Program Tuition Rates, 2020 - 2021
Per Credit Rate: $820  |  General Fees: $50

SCHOLARSHIP-BASED FINANCIAL AID

There are two types of competitive scholarships available in the 
Theatre Department. 

The first is the Graduate Assistantship which includes a stipend 
and tuition remission. Graduate Assistants are considered “full-
time” or “part-time,” as reflected by the stipend awarded and the 
time commitment required. Full time assistantships come with 
a stipend of about $16,690 per academic year and require 300 
hours/semester; part time assistantships come with a stipend of 
about $8,345 per academic year and require 200 hours/semester. 

The second is a Tuition Scholarship, which includes tuition 
remission only. The Theatre Department offers a limited number 
of competitive Graduate Assistantships and Scholarships. 
Graduate Assistantships are available in Set Construction, 
Costume Construction, Properties Construction and Public 
Relations.

For detailed information on the responsibilities and 
expectations of Graduate Assistants and Scholars, please e-mail 
gradtheatre@villanova.edu.

Funding opportunities also exist outside of the Theatre 
Department. Graduate Assistantships may be available 
occasionally in other university offices. To browse these 
opportunities and to apply, please contact gradinformation@
villanova.edu or visit gradartsci.villanova.edu. If you are being 
considered for a position, you will be contacted directly by the 
office listed after you apply for a position. 

WORK-STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

Graduate Students who do not receive an assistantship 
or scholarship are encouraged to apply for work-study 
opportunities within the Theatre Department. Work-study 
positions are available in Set Construction, Costume 
Construction, Properties Construction, Public Relations, Box 
Office, Business, Academics and Production. There are also 
work-study positions available in other departments. 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES AROUND CAMPUS

Graduate assistantships and tuition scholarships may be 
available in the following university offices: the Center for 
Access, Success and Achievement; the Center for Research 
and Fellowships; Gender and Women's Studies; the Honors 
Program; Learning Support Services; the Office of Research 
Administration; the Office of Student Involvement; the Office 
of Graduate Studies, the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; 
and the Office of Service Learning. For more information visit 
gradartsci.villanova.edu. 

SPECIAL TUITION REDUCTION FOR   
TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS

Given its Augustinian Mission and heritage, Villanova 
University has long maintained a special commitment to the 
teaching profession. Specifically, the training of teachers and 
administrators who have dedicated their professional lives to the 
education of subsequent generations holds a vaulted position 
within the graduate efforts of the University.

As a practical expression of this dedication to the teaching 
profession, the University has adopted a special tuition plan 
for primary- and secondary-school teachers and administrators 
enrolled in a graduate class in any program in the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences. This plan takes two forms: for 
teachers and administrators in Catholic schools, and for teachers 
and administrators in public or private schools that are not 
affiliated with the Catholic Church.

This discount is for individuals in any graduate program in Arts 
& Sciences at Villanova University. Teachers and administrators 
at Catholic schools receive a 40% tuition reduction from the 
standard tuition rate. Teachers and administrators at private or 
public non-Catholic schools receive a 20% tuition reduction 
from the standard tuition rate.

ADDITIONAL STUDENT LOAN INFORMATION

Graduate students seeking additional financial assistance must 
file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as 
well as the current VU Graduate Application for Financial Aid. 
To receive financial aid, graduate students must be matriculated 
and enrolled in at least three credit hours in the summer, fall, or 
spring semester.  

Alternative Loans or Private Educational Loans are 
administered by private lenders. Typically one would first take 
advantage of the Direct Loan, and then, if additional funding 
is needed, apply for one of these loans. However, if a student 
is non-matriculated or in a certificate program, the private 
educational loans provide a viable financing option. 

For more information, e-mail finaid@villanova.edu or   
call 610-519-4010.



A complete MA application should include: 
q Graduate Student Application 
q Resume/CV 
q Writing Sample 
q Statement of Goals 
q 3 Recommendations (Practical Certificate students only need 2 recommendations) 
q Unofficial Transcripts  
q The online Assistantship and Scholarship Application (if applying for funding) 
q Headshot
*Those applying for the MPA program must mark the "Certificate of Graduate Study in  

       Nonprofit Management" as a "Secondary Degree or Certificate" on their application.

A complete Tuition Scholarship application should include: 
q Your completed online Graduate Assistantship and Tuition Scholar Application 
q A CV of your relevant experience 
 - This may be the same CV you submit with your general application

A complete Assistantship Application should include: 
q Your completed online Graduate Assistantship and Tuition Scholar Application
q An electronic or physical portfolio (optional but suggested) 
  - May highlight costuming, prop work, set construction, PR/Marketing skills, etc. 

Applicants are encouraged to apply for any and all funding opportunities.
If you choose to apply for our Scholarships and Assistantships you will need to complete 
the MA application and an additional Assistant/Scholar application. All materials should be 
electronically uploaded into both online applications.
Interviews are held for Tuition Scholarship and all Assistantship applicants.

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY - MA IN THEATRE
Application Checklist



VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY - MA IN THEATRE
Sample Course Plan

Dramaturgy: Classic
Script Analysis
Principles of Acting

Vision & Form: Classic
Theatre Elective
Theatre Elective
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CORE COURSES 
 Principles of Acting
 Script Analysis
 Dramaturgy: Classic   
        Traditions
 Dramaturgy: Modern                           
        Traditions
 Dramatic Vision and Form:  
        Classic
 Dramatic Vision and Form:  
        Modern

ELECTIVES *
 Directing
 Playwriting 
 The Teaching of Theatre 
 Solo Performance 
 Musical Theatre 
 Characterization 
 Scenography
 Acting and Directing Styles
 Voice and Movement 
 Modern Irish Drama

ELECTIVES (con't)
 Gender, Politics and   
        Performance 
 African-American Women   
        Playwrights
 Collaborative    
        Theatremaking
 Shakespeare on Stage
 New Play Development
 Theatre for Social Change 
 Special Studies

 *some electives may not be 
offered every year

The Villanova University Department of Theatre offers one of the only theatre MA programs 
in the United States that places equal emphasis on scholarly and creative work. All students 
are assigned an advisor who will help guide them through their academic journey. Choose the 
path that works for you:

Fall Spring

Dramaturgy: Modern
Theatre Elective
Theatre Elective

Vision & Form: Modern
Theatre Elective
Theatre Elective



VILLANOVA THEATRE - MA IN THEATRE
Alumni Spotlight 

Alexandra Espinoza (’18) is a Barrymore-nominated actor, dramaturg, director and theatre 
artist whose work aims to connect creative power to community voices. As a playwright, she is a 
member of The Foundry at PlayPenn and Azuka Theatre's New Pages writers' group. Her work has 
been developed and produced by the Great Plains Theatre Conference, Seven Devils Playwrights, 
Juniper Productions, Power Street Theatre Company and Shakespeare in Clark Park.    

Dan Cullen ('17) is a PhD student at Bowling Green State University specializing in actor 
training for postmodern theatre. With Bowling Green, Dan performs and serves as a Teaching 
Associate for THFM 2020:Performance in Life and On-Stage. Dan was the recipient of the 2019 
Shanklin Award for Excellence in Research and recently attended ASTR. 

Rachel DelVecchio ('16) is the Production Manager and Technical Director at Pennsylvania 
Youth Theatre, a company that provides students ages three to eighteen with theatre, dance, 
and voice training.

Peter Andrew Danzig ('14) is a professor, health professional and founder of Theatrical 
Trainer, a nonprofit collective exploring wellness initiatives and advocacy for the creative arts 
and neurodivergent communities. Peter has been featured in the Wall Street Journal, American 
Theatre and others. Proud member of AEA and SAG/AFTRA, Peter presently performs and 
counsels creative artists around the country.

Kimberly Fairbanks ('11) is an actor and voiceover artist who can be seen and heard in numerous 
works across performance mediums. Recent credits include - Television: Madam Secretary and 
Instinct (CBS); House of Cards (Netflix); The Family (ABC); Film: Glass (M. Night Shyamalan, 
Writer/Director); Untouchable (Neil Burger, Director). Kimberly is a National Partners American 
Theatre Classical Acting Award Recipient and a Barrymore Award Nominee for Outstanding 
Supporting Actress in a Musical.

Matt Silva (’09) is the Managing Director at Delaware Theatre Company. Matt has also served as 
the Artistic Director of Endstation Theatre Company in Lynchburg, VA, and the national touring 
company Playhouse Productions. 

Hezekiah L. Lewis III  ('02) is an award-winning writer, director, documentary filmmaker, 
producer and Assistant Professor of Communication at Villanova University. Lewis earned 
his MFA in film directing at UCLA and has gone on to produce numerous short films and 
documentaries promoting social change and awareness.

“I am grateful for the expansion of my skill set. I feel as though I strengthened 
my ability and deepened my passion for teaching, dramaturgy, direction, as well 
as performance. The broad, generalized program served me well.”

—Megan Slater, ’18



Villanova University offers students the opportunity to combine their interest in theatre with a Certificate 
in Nonprofit Management through a collaboration between the Theatre Department and the Master of 
Public Administration (MPA) program. This combined program is aimed at educating theatre practitioners 
and scholars while providing students with the professional skills to work as administrators in nonprofit 
organizations. 
Our MPA certificate students take 27 credits from the Theatre Department and 12 in nonprofit 
management through the Master of Public Administration program. This joint program requires an 
additional 3 credits. If you are awarded a tuition scholarship or assistantship, please note that the funding 
package covers all but these 3 credits. 
In addition to traditional courses, the MPA program offers a variety of one-credit courses that are offered 
on weekends during the semester. These offerings, which range from arts marketing to social innovation, 
sharpen arts management skills and fulfill the remaining three credits. 
When applying for the Certificate, these students must also apply to the Master of Public Administration 
as their secondary program. Applicants must be accepted into both programs separately and will be guided 
through the process by the Theatre Department Program Coordinator. 
A typical course plan would be:

For more information on the Certificate in Nonprofit Management, visit publicadmin.villanova.edu. 

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY - MA IN THEATRE
With a Certificate in Nonprofit Management

Fall Spring Summer 

Dramaturgy: Classic
Script Analysis
Nonprofit Management

Dramaturgy: Modern
Theatre Elective
Fundraising

 Theatre Management

Theatre Elective
Theatre Elective 
Financial Management

Theatre Elective
Theatre Elective
MPA Elective*

*Your MPA Elective may be 
fulfilled in the form of one 
3-credit course or three 1-credit 
workshops.
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*This course can be taken after 
either your first or second year. 



Sisi Wright ('18) is the Associate Business Manager at the Wilma Theater, General Manager of 
Simpatico Theatre and Membership & Engagement Lead at Directors Gathering. She is an artist, 
arts administrator, educator and advocate for art and its capacity to facilitate empathy. 

Rachel O’Hanlon-Rodriguez (’17) is a professor at Rowan University and founding member of 
Kaleid Theatre and Svaha Theatre Collective. Rachel specializes in performance and marketing 
and serves as an Advisory Board Member of Theatrical Trainer and EgoPo Classic Theatre.

Sarah Kelley ('16) is the Development Coordinator for the New England Foundation for the 
Arts, where among other duties she serves as the administrative contact for NEFA’s first two-
year pilot of an Advisory Council. She is also  a freelance dramaturg for small companies and 
individual playwrights in Boston.

Jill Jacobs (’15) is the Marketing Manager for the Bardo Arts Center at Western Carolina 
University. As a student, Jill designed a special studies course titled “Digital Arts Marketing 
and Website Creation.” Jill has presented at the National Arts Marketing Project Conference in 
Seattle, Washington. 

Hallie Martenson (’15) is the Managing Director for Theatre Horizon. Hallie formerly served 
as the Director of Development and Communications at Pig Iron Theatre Company and the 
Communications Director at FringeArts.

Christine Petrini (’14) is the Membership Services Associate at ArtPride New Jersey, which 
advances, promotes, and advocates for the arts as essential to the quality of life of every citizen 
and the economy. Christine is a teaching artist for West Chester Studio for the Performing 
Arts and Lyceum Hall Center for the Arts and owns Wassabi Talent, a full-service music and 
entertainment company. 

Polly Edelstein, Brie Knight, Christine Petrini, & Megan Diehl (all ’14) 
founded the Philadelphia Women’s Theatre Festival, which fosters and 
encourages women in the performing arts by offering unique opportunities for 
exposure, professional personal development, and a platform for performance. 

“The MA allows you to get a broader range of skills to use rather than honing 
in on just one area. The MPA classes taught me some of the essential skills I use 
at my workplace. Also, my theatre history knowledge has been very helpful, 
especially working with Broadway producers.”

—Emily Poworoznek, ’14
Account Coordinator, AKA NYC

VILLANOVA THEATRE - MA IN THEATRE 
CERTIFICATE IN NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT 
MA/MPA  Alumni Spotlight 


