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INSIDE
Dear Friends,
I love it when you a pass along to me a book,
poem, quote, or story that you have come
across and that has been meaningful to you.
This week, one of you sent me Maya Angelou’s
poem, “Continue.” I had read it a few years ago
but had forgotten it.
Angelou considered Oprah her “daughter-sister-friend,” and so in 2016 Angelou penned a
poem, “Continue” for Oprah. In it, Angelou writes the words that each of
us needs to hear as we find ourselves still struggling with a raging pandemic, a polarized nation, and questions of what 2021 will be like.

Continue
To allow humor to lighten the
burden
of your tender heart
Continue
In a society dark with cruelty
To let the people hear the
grandeur
Of God in the peals of your
laughter
Continue
To remind the people that
Each is as good as the other
And that no one is beneath
Nor above you
Continue
To remember your own young
years
And look with favor upon the lost
And the least and the lonely
Continue
To put the mantel of your
protection
Around the bodies of
The young and defenseless
Continue
To take the hand of the despised
And diseased and walk proudly
with them
In the high street
Some might see you and
Be encouraged to do likewise
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My wish for you is that you continue...
Continue
To be who and how you are
To astonish a mean world
With your acts of kindness
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Continue
To let gratitude be the pillow
Upon which you kneel to
Say your nightly prayer
And let faith be the bridge
You build to overcome evil
And welcome good
Continue
To ignore no vision
Which comes to enlarge your
range
And increase your spirit
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Continue
To dare to love deeply
And risk everything
For the good thing
Continue
To float
Happily in the sea of infinite
substance
Which set aside riches for you
Before you had a name
Continue
And by doing so
You and your work
Will be able to continue
Eternally
“Continue.” That is my prayer for
you and for First Presbyterian
Church. By doing so, the work
and ministry of our great church
will continue!

Grace and peace,
Ron
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LOCAL MISSIONS

FPC PLAYSCHOOL:

A C H A P T E R C LO S E S
Penny Lewis: Playschool Committee
and Former Playschool Teacher, with
contributions from Lavane Herman,
Lucy Kernodle, and Shelley Lassiter

M

any of you had children and/
or grandchildren attend our
FPC Playschool. There are
thousands of memories of children’s
smiles as they played and learned
within the FPC walls over the years.
Providing care in a nurturing, Chris-

tian environment where children had
opportunities to develop socially,
emotionally, intellectually, creatively, and spiritually were the goals of
this program. Classes ranged from
Mother’s Morning Out (toddlers) to
Pre-Kindergarten. Playschool operated during the mornings and followed
the school year calendar.
In 1989, FPC members started the
Playschool to fill a need within our
church, as well as the local community. The playschool fell under the
direction of the Educational Outreach
Division and was governed by a separate Playschool Committee. Martha
Neely was the first director, followed
by Cheryl Huegel, Karyn Parsons and
then Ashley Sapp. Three teachers
shared the director’s duties at one
time: Martha Smith, Mary McIntyre,
and Elizabeth Mize. By 2004, the
school enrolled a diverse group of
nearly 100 from all over Alamance
County and employed a staff of 15
teachers and assistants. Lindy Halverson became the Director of Playschool in 2009. Under her leadership,
our Playschool began hosting Fall/
Winter and Spring/Summer children’s
consignment sales.
This became a wonderful program for
parents to consign children’s items
and for the community to purchase
gently used children’s clothes and
other goods at reasonable prices. In
2019, Lindy retired and Tracy Barker
assumed the director’s position.
Tracy was highly effective in her role;
however, changes in the local market
reduced demand for part-time childcare. With the onset of COVID, demand dropped significantly, and the
Playschool was operating at a deficit.
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“There are thousands of memories of children’s smiles as they
played and learned within the FPC walls over the years.”

The Playschool Committee reviewed
and analyzed the situation, and ultimately recommended to the Session
that the church discontinue this offering. Particular planning and care was
given to notifying and assisting the
families affected and helping Playschool staff transition to other jobs.
In December 2020, Playschool at FPC
was permanently closed.
While this ends a chapter in the history of our church, we are grateful for
the opportunity to positively impact
the children who came through the
Playschool doors. FPC continues
to serve church and local families
through its Child Development Center, which offers full-time care for
infants through 5-year-olds.
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LOCAL MISSIONS

Moving from Sharing Sorrow to Sharing Love
at Morrow Town
Jin-Jin Blackburn:
Co-Chair, Local Missions Team

We are a Matthew 25 Church
What does this mean?
We are called to be a church of
action: to focus on dismantling
structural racism and eradicating
systemic poverty.
As part of our commitment to
being a Matthew 25 Church,
FPC members are building
relationships with the Morrow
Town community. Volunteers
are always welcome to actively
engage with the Morrow Town
Community Group.
For more information, contact
Jin-Jin Blackburn at jblackb@
hotmail.com or Denese Byrd at
denesebyrd1@gmail.com.
Suggested reading:
When Helping Hurts: How to
Alleviate Poverty Without Hurting
the Poor…and Yourself.
Steve Corbett
Brian Fikkert
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T

he origins of the Morrow Town
Community Group (MTCG)
date to 2012 when a Morrow
Town mother lost her son to gun
violence on their front porch. Just
five years later, a Morrow Town
grandmother lost her grandson,
a few of blocks from her home.
These women met in 2017 and a
resident-led community movement
to stop violence in the area was
born. These two strong women
have been working to make it a
safer neighborhood for all, and to
restore pride in the community
that had lost hope. The following
year, in the fall of 2018, MTCG,
(originally called Morrow Town
Task Force), was recognized by
Alamance County United Way
with the Community Volunteer
Award. Four months later, MTCG
received the prestigious Governor’s Award for Volunteer Service.

Morrow Town Community covers
Sixth Street, Seventh Street, Avon
Avenue and other streets off Mebane
and Tucker Streets in Burlington. First
Presbyterian Church has joined other
churches, Elon University volunteers,
various community groups, and several City of Burlington departments
in supporting MTCG’s vision. Since
this organization was established,
streets have been paved, street lighting has improved, and drug houses
were eliminated.
FPC members were instrumental in
planning Easter Services and Mother’s Day celebrations in 2017-2019.
The onset of COVID necessitated
the cancellation of these events as
well as the Community Health Day
in 2020. But COVID did not stop
MTCG completely! When the pandemic began, the group distributed
care bags throughout the neighborhood in April, May and June.
These huge bags were filled with
cleaning supplies, toiletries, masks,

toilet tissue, Kleenex, gloves, food,
etc. Neighbors, volunteers including
a FPC member and others passed
out the bags. During July, the group
held a Community Cleanup Day. So
many volunteers showed up to help!
Neighbors noticed the efforts, and
now are helping to keep the streets
clean themselves. Burlington Police
officers provided food and stayed
for a cookout for the neighborhood
children who helped with the cleanup. Beginning in July 2020, Jin-Jin
Blackburn, (FPC member), partnered with a couple of residents to
organize Mondays in Morrow Town.
This is a weekly time dedicated to
providing enrichment for children in
the area. They love doing crafts such
as painting, decorating (and eating) cookies, making marshmallow
shooters, and making necklaces. The
science experiments are fun too! This
past August and September, MTCG
hosted several Voter Registration
Days. Masks, made by several FPC
members, among others; and fresh
produce were also distributed during
voter registration. On an ongoing
basis, Pastor Rainbow of Burlington Assembly of God leads a prayer
walk through the neighborhood on
Wednesday evenings.
Much focus and effort were placed
on MTCG applying for and receiving a 501-(c)(3) status in December
2020. This allows the organization
to achieve big goals and dreams to
further their mission. Goals include
buying land in the community and
planting a Community Garden. Our
own Kent Byrd represents FPC on
their Feasibility Study for a possible
Community Land Trust in the Morrow
Town area.
More MT residents are jumping on
board to better their community. They
feel the love and support flowing to
them from the greater community and
feel so blessed. Their faith is strong!

LOCAL MISSIONS

Local Missions Support
Continues for Andrews
Elementary

B

ecause of COVID rules, we couldn’t serve our usual Christmas lunch. Instead we catered a hot meal,
served in takeout containers, to the teachers and
staff. We were able to bake treats and individually package
them for the teachers. Homemade desserts put smiles on
their faces! We host this annual Christmas event for the
Andrews Elementary teachers and staff because they do so
much for the school’s students and their families.
Sabre Robinson, principal of Andrews Elementary School,
writes, “Please accept our sincere appreciation for the
wonderful staff lunch and pass this along to anyone that
contributed! Our staff was delighted to have a hot meal
and homemade desserts. The food was really delicious! You
could see their smiles! First Presbyterian is such a true partner with Andrews in so many ways and I hope everyone
involved knows the enormity of their impact. We certainly
appreciate your time, talents and efforts in organizing and
leading.” Other comments from teachers: “Thank you for
supporting us. It means a lot and we appreciate it.” “Please
let your group know how much your kindness and thoughtfulness is appreciated. It certainly brightens up the day.”
In a year that took its toll on teachers, we felt this gesture of
hospitality more important than ever. Thanks all of you in our
congregation for your support of this ministry! Please continue to check the weekly e-blast for news and updates about
this critical ministry. Your contributions of donated items and
money support some of our county’s neediest children.

How can you help our local missions such as
Andrews Elementary?
Every Thursday, the church sends out an email
entitled, FPC Happenings. Check your email inbox
for it! This email contains lots of church information,
including a list of items needed for our local missions. Please make note of the needs and when you
are out shopping, pick up an item or two. Instructions are provided on where to drop them off in
the weekly emails. Restricted donations may also
be made by giving through the church website or
mailing your financial gift to the church with the use
of the funds noted.

Remembering
Norman Whitney
The Reverend Norman M. Whitney, Sr.
April 2, 1939 – October 23, 2020

N

orman was born in Norfolk,
Virginia and grew up there. He
was immensely proud of his
Norfolk roots; he demonstrated that
to the day of his death by working
hard to maintain his Norfolk accent.
He went to Old Dominion University
and then began living into his call to
ministry. He tells the story that his call
to ministry began at the age of 16. He was driving his
father’s car one night and rear-ended the car in front of
him. He hit his head on the front windshield and when
he looked up, he saw the sticker on the rear bumper
of the car he had hit. It read, “At the end of the road
is God.” From that moment on, Norman said he knew
he was called into a life of ministry in Christ’s Church.
Upon graduating from Columbia Seminary, Norman
accepted a call to be the pastor of two yoked churches
in Virginia. After serving there for four years, he accepted the call to Bethany Presbyterian Church in Graham,
where he served from 1968 until his retirement in 2009.
Norman also engaged in many community functions
ranging from doing makeup for the Gallery Players to
serving on the board of Residential Treatment Services.
He participated fully in the life of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), serving as Moderator of Salem Presbytery and on numerous committees. After his retirement,
Norman and Ida began to worship at FPC-Burlington,
and in December 2011 he became a Parish Associate
where he continued to extend pastoral care.
There are many things we can say about Norman.
He was the ultimate diplomat, a calming presence, a
gentle spirit, a funny soul, a humble saint, a conservative Southern Gentleman, a quietly stubborn man, and
truly a polite individual. Congregant Judith Rodgers
first met Norman at Bethany Presbyterian. She enjoyed watching as he grew into his ministry. “I loved his
mind,” she says. “He was a repository of information,
he was fun, he was a guiding light, he was a great role
model…he was real. He had no airs, what you saw was
what you got.” Chuckling, Judith recalls an instance
when Norman was still new at Bethany. “Apparently,
having our new minister appear in public wearing Bermuda shorts caused quite a stir among some of the
church women. ‘I’ll bet he even wears them under his
robes,’ was one of these women’s comments.”
But at the heart of Norman Whitney was a sacrificial giver
and lover, a true disciple of Christ. Norman never introduced himself as a pastor, he rather showed it by giving of
himself—by the way he lived, served and loved.
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FA I T H

A Statement of Faith
Chuck Wurl: Elder, Class of 2023

A

s a former scholar and teacher of history, I struggled to
write this statement of faith.
Not from a lack of theological discernment or Biblical readings, rather
because a statement of “faith” is the
antithesis of the training I received
as an historian, “Faith” can be loosely
defined as a belief in something that
is not tangible, not explainable, difficult to put into words, and certainly
not “objective.” History, conversely, is
the objective study of specific events,
humanity’s response to those events,
and how those responses shape the
contemporary human experience.
To base my faith on objective truths,
proved a dilemma. So, I went about
it the only way I have been trained.
Below, I share a brief theological
statement, followed by a couple of
events that have formed my relationship with God, my church, and my
community.
To borrow a common phrase from
pop-culture theology. “In my relatively short period on this earth, I have
arrived at a single comprehensive
truth about my faith. 1. There is a
God. 2. I am not Him/Her.” I believe in
the essential tenets of the Apostle’s
Creed. I believe Jesus Christ is the
example of divine love and salvation
in human form. While we cannot
‘be’ Jesus, we can be stewards of
the faith and his message of love
towards humankind. As such, I try to
be a steward of that message, and I
share in the church’s sentiments in all
our missions. With this foundation,
I was happy to answer the call to
become an elder for First Presbyterian. But a statement of faith? How do
you do that?
The best way for me to define my
faith is the recollection of two moments, or “historical events” if you
will, that happened since I’ve been a
member of FPC Burlington.
The first event was my baptism. It
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“I believe that love is the
essential stewardship of our
faith. Love God, Love Jesus, and
love one another, everything
else will work itself out.”

stands out to me, because unlike
many in our congregation, I was
baptized as an adult, and therefore remember it. I had attended
some church as a child, and went to
Catholic high school, but I had never
“belonged” to a church, nor had I
been baptized. I was encouraged
by the love and sense of community that I had experienced at FPC
Burlington, and was ready to stand
before the congregation, with my
children, and have us baptized into
the faith. I remember the questions
asked to Nicole and myself, and the
congregation. I remember how Ron
walked my son and daughter up and
down the center aisle of the church,
explaining that all these people were
part of their extended family of faith.
These people, as stewards of Christ’s
message, would be there for us, as
we would be for them, in our times of
joy and in times of need. The moment nearly brought me to tears as
I felt the presence of God in me and
around me. “And it was good.”
The second event in our church
that has shaped my faith is loosely
related to my baptismal memory. It
was when we discussed the issue
of same-sex marriage in our church.
You could sense that there was real
discernment happening within the
church. In Sunday school, we talked
about our faith, our theologies, our
relationships with others, and how

we felt the spirit was moving us in
our choice on this matter. After a
series of lectures, we were asked to
present a letter of our discernment
to the session. My wife, Nicole, asked
me to write that letter on our behalf.
To remember struggling then, as I
am now, about trying to put into
words how the spirit was moving
me to accept same-sex marriage in
our church. What type of esoteric theology had Nicole wanted me
to write in this letter? As I poured
over my notes from the lectures
and searched the internet for some
objective proof of what I had to
say, the event that kept coming to
mind was my baptism. In particular, I
remembered the questions posed to
the children of the congregation in
subsequent baptisms after ours. The
children were asked, “Would you be
their friend?” “Will you let them know
they are welcome?” “Will you show
them the way?” “Will you share the
stories and love of Jesus with them?”
Rather than quote some ecumenical
doctrines on faith and theology, I
quoted these questions in my letter
as I have done here. Because these
questions best represent the bullet
points of my faith. I believe that love
is the essential stewardship of our
faith. Love God, Love Jesus, and love
one another, everything else will work
itself out. Just like my baptism, the
writing of those words then, and as
I’m writing them now, I feel the presence of God in me and around me.
That is an objective truth about my
faith. And it is good.

MUSIC

Did You Know There’s Such a Thing as Virtual
Caroling?
Elizabeth Stanfill: Fellowship Team

C

OVID might keep us apart, but
it did not force us to cancel our
Advent activities and fellowship!
On Wednesday evening, December
2, 2020, at least 88 FPC members
joined our first-ever virtual “Cacophony Caroling” event. Participants
ranging in age from toddler to seniors
connected via Zoom or telephone.
Even though it was virtual, a first-time
event such as this did require a bit of
advance planning. In promoting this
unique gathering, we asked those
interested to do some preparations.
Carol lyric sheets were available so
participants could get copies ahead
of time. Additionally, participants
were encouraged to prepare a mug of
hot chocolate and to enjoy it during
the event. Several times we sipped
from them together, in fellowship.
Willy Fisher and his family led us
from his home piano. Linda Fisher,
(Willy’s mother), was featured on
one song; and Willy’s daughter Nevy
was featured on another. Everyone
sang two carols in unison, (UNMUT-

ED!), and made an awful…
ahem…joyful noise unto the
Lord! Willy then sang several
solos, and we joined him
in song, (this time with our
microphones muted). How
fun and heart-warming to
see each other enjoy these
traditional carols. Willy was
a tremendous leader, both
musically and as our master The online Cacophony Caroling event
of ceremonies.
Christmas Eve service in our sanctuSilent Night was saved for last. You
ary, we dim the electric lights and pass
may recall that during the late-night
a flame from candle to candle as we
sing this treasured hymn. As the song
progresses, the sanctuary gradually
regains its light from the candles held
by worshippers to remind us that “the
Light shone in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.” This
year, everyone came to the virtual
event prepared with their own candle
or flashlight. We each dimmed the
lights in our homes, then sang Silent
The fellowship team, consisting of
Night. Our candles and flashlights lit
Charlotte Allbright, Robert Boon,
our faces and our computer screens
Karen Carrouth, Doris DeSarro, Wendy
and again we were reminded of Jesus,
Lunsford, and Elizabeth Stanfill meetthe Light, coming into our world and
ing virtually to review event details.
overpowering the darkness.

Advent and Christmas at FPC
Patrick Murphy:
Organist-Choirmaster

A

dvent is a time of waiting...for
the coming of the Messiah. For
2020, Advent brought a new sense
of waiting...for a new year, for family
and friends to once again gather, for a
vaccine, for our church family to worship together, for the joy of singing in
worship, and so much more.
But FPC did not sit idle during Advent
2020. Worship took place in Williams
Chapel each Sunday morning at 10:00
and seen through live stream or Facebook Live, and heard through phone
streaming. Some Advent activities this
year were held as they traditionally are;
other activities were new, designed
to meet health and safety guidelines
for the pandemic. The Advent activity

list included candles lit by members
of the congregation; a sermon series
entitled Tour of Homes: Christmas in
the Homes of Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John preached by our clergy; daily
Quiet Spaces for the Advent Journey
offered online by Contemplative Ministry; an Advent Taizé worship service
held online; the Annual Drive-Thru
Live Nativity presented by our youth.
Our Music Ministry brought daily
Meditations on Word and Carol to the

congregation and community during
Christmas week; and an ensemble
of the Chancel Choir performed the
annual A Festival of Lessons and
Carols with some modifications. Due
to weather conditions, our Christmas
Eve worship was offered through live
stream rather than a much hoped for
in-person, outdoor service. FPC has
a spirit that never gives up! Our faith
may be tested, but our trust is in the
Lord and our love is shared gladly.
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YO U T H

Middle School and High School Youth Groups:
Rebuilding Hope
Taylor Barner: Associate Pastor for
Student and Family Ministries

T

hroughout the fall, the Senior
and Junior High youth groups
got creative with our Sunday
night meetings. We continued to
meet each weekend, but outdoors.
Some students elected to join us via
Zoom, which is always available. Unfortunately, we had to pass on some
long-cherished traditions, such as our
Middle School Lock-In and our Senior
High Beach Trip. But we did hold our
annual Rake ‘N Run, Trunk or Treat,
and our Live Nativity! In addition to
those activities, the groups were also
able to engage in some local mission
opportunities. While the youth group
activities are definitely not as we traditionally offer them, it is still a joy to
gather with everyone.
When we had to move online due to
COVID, it gave us the opportunity to
hold a few virtual game nights. As always, we love to play games in person
too, though some of our games are
on hold since many involve physical
contact. Nevertheless, we have had
fun playing name and memory games
and even going on a Photo Scavenger
Hunt around downtown Burlington.
Our students and advisors were

Youth Group Meeting: To accommodate health and safety guidelines, we
moved our Youth Group meetings outdoors!
graciously flexible and adapted quite
well to this new environment. Already busy lives became busier and
much more complicated when the
pandemic hit, which led to a bit of
burnout among us all. But we persevered and stayed in touch with one
another, and even added some new
friends to our community! As far as
faith goes, our theme for this year is
“Rebuilding Hope,” and we continue
to explore how we can do just that in
our community and in our world. We
have also been asking each other and
ourselves some hard questions and
reflect on how and where God’s Spirit
is leading us to repair that lost hope.

Youth Rake N Run: Middle and High School Youth help clear yards of fall leaves.
8

Youth Live Nativity: FPC Youth maintained our annual tradition of our live
nativity
There is quite a bit we have planned
for 2021, some new as well as some
old activities. In everything, we
continue to reassess and strengthen
our COVID protocols to ensure that
students are safe and remain healthy
above all else. We will continue to
meet weekly throughout the spring,
and are in the process of examining and preparing our summer trips,
(should they be viable and safe to
offer). Our Confirmation Class of 2021
started to meet, and I look forward to
diving deeper into faith exploration
with these students. We do have some
unique, new activities planned, too.
Our youth fundraiser this April is “Cow
Patty Bingo,” which promises to be a
hilarious time. (Stay tuned for more
information on this soon!) We also
hope to hold Confirmation Sunday and
Youth Sunday in May. Thank you for
supporting our youth!

WORLD MISSIONS

Days for Girls:

Providing Help and Hope to Girls and Women in Zambia
Interview with Jo Grimley,
Presbyterian Women and FPC Days
for Girls Mission Leader

D

ays for Girls (DFG) is a global movement that prepares
and distributes sustainable
menstrual health solutions to girls
who would otherwise miss school
during their monthly periods. We also
increase access to menstrual care
and education by developing global
partnerships, cultivating social enterprises, mobilizing volunteers, and
innovating sustainable solutions that
shatter stigmas and limitations for
women and girls.
Together, we’re creating a world with
dignity, health, and opportunity for all.
Lundazi. I received a note of thanks
from Richard Willima, (Coordinator of
the CCAP Health Department). We
also sent the aprons that the three
members of the enterprise team, (one
member is absent in the picture), are
so happily wearing. One of my team
members at the lake embroidered
their names on the aprons.

“Days for Girls” is a 501-(c)3 organization serving points around the
globe. How did FPC get involved?
When Lindsay Conrad led the mission
group to Lundazi several years ago,
they were asked to transport DFG kits
that had been made by groups in Texas and NC. The mission group learned
more about the DFG project that Melissa Johnson, (PC USA missionary in
Zambia), worked with. When Lindsay
returned from the trip, she introduced
me to the project and asked me to
make some of the items to determine
whether it would be a viable project
for our church. I brought the project
to Presbyterian Women (PW) and to
some of my friends at Smith Mountain
Lake, and there was a lot of interest.
Exactly how does FPC support
“Days for Girls”?
I have held workshops at church
(before COVID) and members of PW
have supported those workshops. PW
also supports the mission through
financial contributions.
Can you provide more detail on the
September 2020 shipment to Lundazi? I see that there were 120 kits
shipped. Have you heard anything
from the recipients?
The shipment that just arrived in

What’s next for DFG at FPC?
The lake team members are working
on items for another shipment this
spring. We will begin holding workshops again at FPC post-COVID.

Lundazi was shipped by AmeZam,
(a company that ships between
the US and select African countries). The shipment was picked up
at my house on September 15
and arrived in Lusaka, (capital of
Zambia), a few days before
Christmas. Then the two
boxes were transported to
Lundazi, (a town in eastern
Zambia). So far, we have shipped
470 kits to Zambia. We also include
sewing notions, (thread holders, serger thread, scissors, etc.), for the four
ladies on the DFG enterprise team in
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SERVICE

Making Worship Possible –

Especially During COVID Times
Dick Cannon:
Volunteer Head Audio Technician

F

or nearly a year, we have been
worshipping online. Whether
we are watching the live stream
through Facebook, the church website,
or listening via telephone, the ability to
see and hear the service comes down
to just a few people. Who are they?
They are the volunteers that manage
the cameras, microphones and other
equipment that are used in live streaming and recording the services. Without them and the dedication of their
time and efforts, worshipping during
a pandemic would be impossible.
When worshipping in person, these
volunteers’ services are still essential to
managing the audio in the sanctuary,
digitally recording the services, and
operating the video equipment so the
church may still live stream.
Dick Cannon shares his volunteer
experience:
What drew you to volunteering at
FPC in this area? How long have you
been involved?
Pat Bell, (head of sound at the time),
had sent out a notice for volunteers
for sound. I responded, knowing that
I had never done anything like this
before; and he showed me the ropes.
He worked at WPCM radio part-time
and knew about running sound there.
After Pat died, the ‘head of sound’
designation was given to me. I started
about 12-13 years ago.

Interested in giving
some time and joining
the audio/video crew?
Contact Ted Hruslinski (hruslinski@
att.net) for video and Dick Cannon
(analyzepro@yahoo.com) for
audio. Full training is provided!
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Dick Cannon, Ted Hruslinski and Loy
Campbell prepare to record and live
stream worship in the chapel.

Loy Campbell gives the “thumbs
up” indicating that live streaming is
about to begin.
How does your participation further/
enhance your faith?
On the video side, when I found out
First Pres was going in that direction,
(streaming), I wanted in immediately
even though I had never done anything in this area in my life. It has been
a tremendous learning experience.
Very quickly I realized the importance
of monitoring sound for a service.
Even though I sometimes miss parts
of the service while running the video
or audio, I am satisfied knowing that
others can hear each speaker clearly.
It is then that I feel that I have done
my job for them. Serving others, it’s
one of the basic parts of my faith. I’ve
come to realize that sound and video
can make or break the ‘performance’.
What’s the funniest thing that’s happened as you were doing this work?
This incident happened when we were
streaming in the Chapel, (due to recent
construction in the sanctuary). Patrick
Murphy was playing the opening volun-

Dick Cannon readies the audio
equipment before worship begins.
tary which contained some pauses. He
paused for a few seconds, so Ron stood
and faced the camera and started
with the Call to Worship. Seeing this,
I opened his microphone and he got
out three or four words before Patrick
resumed playing. Turns out this was
an extended pause in the music. Ron
looked back at Patrick with a “Oh no,
I just messed this up” look on his face,
placed his mask back on and sat down.
I quickly muted his mic and the service
continued. Since Ted Hruslinski (running video that day), and I were seated
side-by-side, we had some note passing
and chuckling about this. The vocalist
who performed that day approached
us after service and asked, “What were
you doing back there? I saw you passing notes and giggling!” Just the same
as boys in 4th or 5th grade would do what can I say?
What would you like others to know
about what you do and/or what
volunteer opportunities there are in
this area?
It really is not as hard as it seems when
you first look at the equipment. Since
Presbyterians tend to have structured
services, the Sunday content is basically the same each week. Once you have
the basics down, minor changes are
not hard to work into your routine. It is
vital, however, to think ahead, (especially when running video), so you can
adapt if something goes awry. On the
sound side, volunteers tend to sign
up for a month at a time. That’s not
a requirement, however. We are very
flexible about scheduling.

SERVICE

JOY to the World…
…when we try our best,
He takes care of the rest.

Linda Johnston, FPC-Burlington
Deacon
Do you want to know about an
experience in the church and community that can bring you overwhelming JOY? Become a deacon
and reach out to those around you.
Love and kindness are precious
gifts that all of us must share with
others in our church, our community, and our world.
The star positioned
in front of the
chapel.

Star of Wonder
Wendy Lunsford: Chair, Fellowship Committee

T

he onset and lingering of this
pandemic, while limiting our lives
in numerous ways, can also be a time
that drives us to become creative and
innovative. That is certainly true for
the Fellowship Committee. Designing
events that provide fellowship opportunities while adhering to health and
safety guidelines proved quite challenging. Additionally, the Fellowship
Committee wanted to host Advent
events that both honored the special
meaning of the season and FPC traditions. Given how we all crave connection during this time of isolation, we
felt it vital to host something in which
all ages could participate. We had to
come up with something new.
Remembering how our congregation
comes together every Easter to adorn
a cross with spring flowers, Wendy
Lunsford had the idea to create and
decorate a large Christmas star. Reid
Dusenberry built it; Robert Boon,
Doris DeSaro, and Wendy Lunsford
wrapped it with white lights. This star
was positioned in front of the chapel
so that passersby as well as church
members and staff could enjoy it. The
invitation went out for members to
come to a church drive through, and
to bring winter flowers and greenery
with which to decorate the star.

Doris DeSaro and Raye Sapp bring
greenery for decorating the Star of
Wonder.
Sunday, December 13th turned out to
be a beautiful, warm day for the drive
through event. The star was quickly
filled with holly branches, magnolia
leaves and pine boughs. When lit at
night, the lights twinkled through the
greenery and were a warm reminder
of Christ’s birth. We hope that members of both our church and our community enjoyed its beauty throughout
the Christmas season.
The star is now in storage; but who
knows, perhaps this is the start of a
new tradition?

On a recent
morning I had
the pleasure of
masking up and
greeting Mabel
Trollinger at
her door on her
90th birthday.
I handed her a
pink gift bag
with a birthday
card attached
and a glass
filled with pink
roses. I could
Mabel Trollinger
tell by the twinkle in her eyes that she was wearing
her radiant smile beneath her mask.
My immediate response was a craving to hug her tightly in my arms as
we have throughout our meetings
before COVID. As she lathered me
in compliments and thank-yous, I
went away feeling blessed and filled
with abundant JOY!
If we joyfully do God’s work, God
always provides all we need.
When we try our best, He takes
care of the rest. Each day I can
deepen my relationship with God
by caring for others by His Son’s
example and sharing his word. Respond to God’s nudge to call a
friend, send a card, visit, (virtually
if necessary), take a tiny gift, fix
a meal, meet their needs during
grief and illness, celebrate their
JOY, and develop a relationship
of being available when needed. I
pray we can use our gifts to make
our world a better place during a
very crucial time of need.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Photo credit: www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/

Presbyterian Women =

Meaningful Work, Meaningful Relationships

P
For more information,
contact the church office:
kseagroves@fpcburlington.org
or 336-228-1703.

resbyterian Women provides
opportunities for women in
the church to come together
in fellowship and service to others.
Barbara Roberts says this about her
participation: I have been active in
Presbyterian Women ever since I
came to Burlington in 1976! It is hard
to find adequate words to express
how meaningful my time involved in
multi-generational circles has been.
I have known so many wonderful
women who have been mentors and
friends. I have seen examples of cour-

age, wisdom, leadership, and service
through these dedicated women. We
have laughed, fixed meals, studied
the Bible, prayed, and yes, shed tears
together. We have supported missions near and far, taken cakes to
Allied Churches, visited the sick and
lonely, presented New Testaments
to babies, sent thousands of cards,
and tried to be the hands and feet
of Christ within our church. My time
in Presbyterian Women has been rewarding beyond measure, and I urge
women to join us.

The Presbyterian Women honored two recipients with the
Honorary Life Membership Award on Monday, November
2. These deserving women are Betty Gwen McPherson and
Bibb Pinson. Please extend your congratulations to these
dedicated treasures of our church!

Betty Gwen McPherson
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Bibby Pinson

CHURCH LEADERSHIP

Session Embraces a New Structure
Trip Durham, Team Leader and Ron
Shive, Pastor/Head of Staff: Visioning, Outreach, and Partnering Team

T

his past October, after extensive research and consideration,
your church leaders reviewed
and approved a new organizational
structure that would allow the Session and its committees to work more
effectively and efficiently. On January
1, 2021, we implemented that new
structure with hopes that this will
allow FPC-Burlington to thrive and
grow for decades to come.
Consider all the changes in our society and culture over the past 40
years. Businesses have drastically
altered their management style and
market approach. Universities are
dramatically different in the ways they
embrace students and parents. Yet
most churches, including FPC Burlington, are still operating with virtually
the same administrative structures
as they had in 1980. There has been
relatively little change with regards to
visioning, adapting and leadership. Is
there any wonder the reason so many
churches are closing each year? FPC
Burlington leadership determined it is
time for something new.
As disciples of Jesus, we seek a
church that is welcoming to all. We
want our church to embrace our local
community and be willing to identify
and address its needs. This has less
to do with worship styles, and more
to do with what we are willing to do
both inside and outside our church
walls to accomplish this. We need an
administrative and missional structure
that support these efforts.
So, what does this new mission and
administrative structure look like?
The first major change is that we are
transitioning from “elder-managers” to
“big-picture thinkers.” The task of the
elder for the past 40 years or more
has been to manage a designated
area of ministry. To enable the Session
to move from being a controlling body

“...your gifts and passions are needed if FPC Burlington
is going thrive and live into our collective vision.”
whose primary duty has been voting
on committee plans to becoming one
that thinks and acts more holistically
and strategically, we are reducing the
size of the Session over three years
from 36 to 24. In 2021, we will move
from 36 to 32 elders; from 32 to 28 in
2022; and from 28 to 24 in 2023.
Secondly, rather than being a group
that manages the maintenance of
the ship, we will now become those
who more proactively determine the
direction of the ship. Over the past
18+ months, we have ascertained that
no one has been able to give enough
time to consider our direction because our time has been consumed
with focusing on “swabbing the deck.”
This new missional design will ensure
both visionary leadership alongside
church member maintenance of the
church’s many ministries.
Additionally, this change creates
emphasis on enabling and encouraging church members to use their gifts
and passions in both the church and
out in our community. Last month’s

Interest and Talent Survey is a first
step in this direction.
From the diagram, you will see that in
this new structure there are only eight
Sessional teams, a reduction from the
previous 18. Four of these teams are
missional or ministry teams: Education,
Worship and Congregational Care;
Missions, Visioning, and Outreach;
and Partnering. Four of these teams
are administrative teams: Budget
and Finance, Personnel, Building and
Grounds, and Gratitude and Generosity.
Each of these eight teams will have
three elders, one of whom will be the
designated team leader. These elders,
along with church staff, are responsible for recruiting church members
who will lead and comprise the multiple “sub-teams.”
So, what does this mean for you? It
means that your gifts and passions
are needed if FPC Burlington is going
thrive and live into our collective
vision. Where do you feel called to
share yourself?
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C O N G R E G AT I O N A L C A R E

Sanctuary Renovation 2020

I

n early 2020, the Session approved
funding for a much needed HVAC
renovation of the sanctuary. Over
the past few years, you may have
noticed debris on the pews or the
floor of the sanctuary. If you looked
up, you may have seen discoloration
spots in the ceiling and soot-like discharge around the air diffusers.
Upon inspection and exploration, it
was discovered that the HVAC trunk
lines, which were installed during
construction in 1952, were losing
their insulation and debris was being
discharged as air flowed. The loss of
insulation was also causing condensation to form during the warm months
and leading to water spots on the
ceiling. A determination was made
that the best remedy was to abandon
the central trunk line and create new
trunk lines over the side aisles.

Work began in August, 2020, and
was completed during the last weeks
of December, coming under budget
by about $36,336.00.
These photos show the work in progress: scaffolding providing access to
the chancel ceiling for painting, new
lighting, and repair to the front wall;
removal of air diffuser covers and
replacement with decorative medallions and newly painted ceiling; the
installation of new air diffusers, hous14

ing, and lighting in the side aisles;
new pulpit lighting; removal and
protection of the Schantz organ and
reinstallation/tuning; and new LED
lighting throughout the room.

When we return to in-person worship
in the sanctuary, you will be greeted
with a bright, well-ventilated and welcoming space! And you will see your
worship leaders in a “new light!”

S T E WA R D S H I P

Living Faithfully as
the Family of God
Susan Davis: Chair, Gratitude &
Generosity Team
The 2021 Stewardship Campaign
proved to be a campaign like
no other! This year’s slogan was
“Living Faithfully as the Family of
God”. What a fitting statement
that proved to be during this
unique time. Focusing on family in all aspects of the word, in
a virtual world, and in a virtual
campaign was just what we needed. Our church family showed
up big and gave from their
hearts. While we were unable to
host a cookout or brunch as in
years past, we did have a church
drive-through where members
dropped off their pledge cards as
they were greeted by Gratitude &
Generosity Team members.
Just recently, I heard “faith” defined rather simply as Faith = Trust
+ Action. Our families had to trust
a virtual campaign and put that
trust into action. The faith that
was demonstrated is truly beautiful. Members responded with
action: they continued to pledge
even though we couldn’t make
our pledge requests in person. We
are indeed living faithfully!
On behalf of the Gratitude &
Generosity Team, we thank you for
your financial commitment to the
church, its missions and ministries.

H

aven’t made your 2021 pledge yet? A pledge allows the Session to
responsibly manage and plan for the church’s activities with regards
to its missions and ministries. Your pledge is vital to our ability to serve
our church family as well as those in need in our community and in select
spots around the globe.
You may do so on the church website at: www.fpcburlington.org.
Click on the “Serve & Give” header, then “Pledge & Give.”
Living Faithfully as the Family of God

FPC Stewardship Campaign 2021

Or, you may email your pledge to
Lacey Way in the church office:
lway@fpcburlington.org.
Thank you for your support!
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R E C O R D S & D E TA I L S

Meet the Staff
There’s a lot that goes on “behind the scenes” at FPC! We
don’t always interact with all the
staff on a regular basis. So that
you may get to know them a
little better, each edition of this
magazine will feature a brief profile of a different staff member.

RECORDS & DETAILS
2020 BIRTHS
Whoever receives one such child in
my name receives me. Matthew 18:5
FEBRUARY
17
Jarrett James Bates

Kathleen Seagroves,
Office Administrator

MARCH
10
Oliver Cruise Reeves

K

APRIL
16
Edward Terry Hill

athleen Seagroves has
been the office
administrator
since 2005.
She has had
the opportunity
to witness the
growth and expansion of the membership and the facilities. She is not
only an employee of FPCB but has
been a member since 1989. She and
her husband (also a church member) were married in the sanctuary
in 1999. Both of their daughters,
Lilly and Sophie attended Playschool as preschool aged children.
Their elder daughter, Lilly, was just
confirmed as a member of FPCB in
the fall of 2020. Kathleen’s mother, Helen Hickey, her sister, Lavane
Herman and her husband Gary are
also members of the church. “It’s
hard to remember a time in my life
when FPCB has not been a major
part of my life. My role as office
administrator has given me the opportunity to love, care and witness
to my church family in a new way. It
has been one of the greatest gifts
given to me by God.”
When not at work, Kathleen enjoys
watching movies, reading books
and cuddling with Abby—her golden retriever.
“If there is anything that I can do
to help you – please just give me
a call in the office or send me an
email and I will promise to do my
very best to help. Thank you all for
giving me the opportunity to share
in your lives and to help in whatever
way I can.”
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MAY
1
Helen Jean Britton

JULY
9
Cleland Hayden Beatty
19

Reid Dalton II

23

Edwin Benson Armstrong

AUGUST
10
Donal Haun Henry
17

Margaret Crowson Skinner

SEPTEMBER
4
Helen DaVault Ogden
26

Charles Edward Kernodle, Jr.

OCTOBER
3
Susan Croxford Parsons

JULY
9
Adeline Yuhuan Bai

6

Vivian Miller Dula

9

Eleanor Yule Bai

7

William Don Ketner

27

Geales Gavin Stevens

16

Barbara Sawtelle Smith

27

Myers Margaret Stevens

23

Norman Morgan Whitney

30

Doris Teague Mottinger

AUGUST
12
Rosalee Hazel Carrouth
22

Margot Jane Gunn

25

Thomas Daniel Chandler Leyden

NOVEMBER
7
Murphy Jo Moffitt
13

James Nathaniel Murray

DECEMBER
27 Charlotte Grace Haigler

NOVEMBER
16
Pete Sherer
17

Jennie Stanley Skeen

DECEMBER
16
McNair Currie Maxwell
26

Katie Bess Francis Wilson

NEW MEMBERS
Ravi and Paige Balan
Glenda Crawford

2020 DEATHS

Elizabeth Davis

Death has been swallowed up in
victory. I Corinthians 15:54

Gabriel Houston

JANUARY
14
Jane Keplar Gaither

Janice Kernodle

MARCH
17
James Edward Hair

Caroline Owens

27

David Bryon Arneson

Barb Sharpe

MAY
6
Jean Cooper Schwegmann

Haeun Shin

13

Aidan Wellman

Eugenia Goley Pruitt

JUNE
12
Michie McCall Edens

Steve Hunter
Owen Nye
Lilly Seagroves

John and Marilyn Tyson
Kalleigh West
Jon and Barb Young
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VISION STATEMENT
First Presbyterian Church recognizes that God is on the move, and our church,
inspired by God’s Holy Spirit, will continue to grow in God’s love and the
example of Jesus Christ as we minister to each other, the community, and the
world. Guided by God’s calling for our church and each of us as individuals, we
will advance God’s mission more fully by:
Cultivating a nurturing community,
Discovering new expressions of faith through worship and music while
preserving holy traditions,
Regularly assessing how we need to change in order to sustain our
partnership with God’s mission for years to come, and
Engaging in the spiritual, physical, and emotional work of God’s mission.
For calendar events and the latest FPC-Burlington news, visit us online:
www.fpcburlington.org or on Facebook

