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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
508 WEST DAVIS STREET 

BURLINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA 27215 
www.fpcburlington.org 

336-228-1703 

“If you have raced with foot-runners and they have  

wearied you, how will you compete with horses?” 

Jeremiah 12:5  



GATHERING  AROUND  THE  WORD  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
        And also with you. 
 Let us now prepare our hearts to worship God. 
  
MUSIC FOR PREPARATION  
 Heroic Music                                      Georg Philipp Telemann (1681-1767)   
  La Majeste 
  La Grâce   
  Vaillance 

Rob McConnell, trumpet 
Erin Studstill Lopp, timpani 

  
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 Praise the Lord. 
 Let all who draw breath praise the Lord. 
 Happy are those whose help is from God— 
      the One who made heaven and earth, 
      the One who created the seas and all that is in them. 
 Happy are those whose hope is in God— 
      the One who keeps faith forever, 
      the One who feeds the hungry 
      and defends the oppressed. 
 God will reign forever, for all generations. 
 Praise the Lord! 
 Let all who draw breath praise the Lord. 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN—NO. 33 
 Praise the Lord! God’s Glories Show                                              LLANFAIR  
  
*CALL TO CONFESSION 
  
*CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 Holy and merciful God,  
      in your presence we confess  
      our failure to be what you created us to be.  
 You alone know how often we have sinned  
      in wandering from your ways,  
      in wasting your gifts,  
      in forgetting your love.  
 
 By your loving mercy,  
      help us to live in your light  
      and abide in your ways,  
      for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 
*SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

The congregation is 
invited to reflect 

silently during the 
Music for 

Preparation 
as a time of prayer 

and meditation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join in reading  
aloud those parts of 

the service printed in 
bold. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When this symbol (*) 
precedes an element 
of the service, please 

rise in body or spirit. 
 
 

We lay before God 
our own sins,  

the sins and 
brokenness of our 

fellow worshipers, 
the church universal,  

and the world. 
 
 
 
 
 



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   
 Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us (Kyrie Eleison)             John Weaver (1937-2021) 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   
 Glory to God!                GELOBT SEI GOTT  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE, LOVE, AND JOY OF CHRIST TO OTHERS   
 The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

LISTENING FOR THE WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY 
 Psalm 100                                                                             Hal H. Hopson (b. 1933) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Jeremiah 32:9-10, 15-17, 24-27          
            Large Print Pew Bible, pages 900-901 
                             Pew Bible, pages 736-737 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The astoundingly 
good news of our 
reconciliation to 
God through Jesus 
Christ frees our 
tongues to sing 
mighty praise to 
God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We exchange 
reconciling words 
and gestures 
among the people 
of God. 
  
 
 
 
  

 Join in singing the 
refrain at the 
direction of the 
cantor.  
  



 SERMON:  Run with Horses: Living Hopefully and Generously       Dr. Ron Shive  

 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  

*HYMN OF RESPONSE – NO. 700 
 I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me                  I’M GONNA LIVE  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH            Allen & Sara Ewing-Merrill 
 We believe in God, 
      Creator of the universe, 
      Giver of every good gift, 
      Author of life itself. 
 
 We believe in Jesus Christ, 
      who reminded us of the coming of God’s kingdom, 
      who commanded us to care for those in need, 
      who taught us to store up treasures in heaven, not on earth, 
      and who gave us the example of self-giving love. 
  
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      who inspires us to faithful stewardship of God’s gifts, 
      in whom we live and move and have our being, 
      by whom all things are possible. 
 
 We believe that God has given us gifts to be shared freely and generously, 
      in a spirit of love and joy. 
 We acknowledge that we are merely stewards of all that is God’s, 
      caretakers of God’s home. 
 We believe that faithful stewardship is an act of worship, 
       a means of praising God who has blessed us so abundantly. 
 We believe that God has great things in store for us, 
      for it is in giving that we receive.                                    
         
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
   

LORD’S PRAYER         Glory To God, The Presbyterian Hymnal, page 35 
  
MOMENT FOR GRATITUDE AND GENEROSITY          Laura Mann 
 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND PLEDGES 
 ANTHEM 

 For the Music of Creation            Sally Ann Morris (b. 1952) 
Chancel Choir 

 
 For the music of creation, for the song your Spirit sings, 
 for your sound’s divine expression, burst of joy in living things: 
 God, our God, the world’s composer, hear us, echoes of your voice- 
 music is your art, your glory, let the human heart rejoice! 
 

We listen for what 
God is saying to 

God’s people 
through scripture, 
song, and sermon. 

 
 

Our response to 
hearing God’s 
Word includes 

singing and saying 
what we believe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are invited to 
come forward as 

guided by our 
ushers to place 

your offering and 
pledge on the 

communion table.  
    



 Psalms and symphonies exalt you, drum and trumpet, string and reed, 
 simple melodies acclaim you, tunes that rise from deepest need, 
 hymns of longing and belonging, carols from a cheerful throat, 
 lilt of lullaby and love song catching heaven in a note. 
 
 All the voices of the ages in transcendent chorus meet, 
 worship lifting up the senses, hands that praise, and dancing feet; 
 over discord and division music speaks your joy and peace, 
 harmony or earth and heaven, song of God that cannot cease! 
       -Shirley Erena Murray (1992) 
  
LITANY OF DEDICATION 
 God of life and love:  We are quick to accept bounteous gifts from you,  
      but slow to give thanks and to express our gratitude. 
 We hold too tightly the things of this life,  
      giving them the allegiance we owe only to you. 
  
     All Sing:  
 Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord to thee. 
 Take my moments and my days; 
      let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
      let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

 Gracious God, we admit that our lives are too often out of balance,  
      we are more willing to receive than to share,  
      more ready to take than to give. 
 Create in us grateful and generous hearts, we pray,  
      and restore to us the joy of our salvation. 
   
 Take my hands and let them move  
      at the impulse of thy love. 
 Take my feet, and let them be 
      swift and beautiful for thee, 
      swift and beautiful for thee. 
 
    Merciful God, from whom comes every good and perfect gift,  
      we praise you for your mercies:  
       your goodness that has created us,  
      your grace that has sustained us, 
      your discipline that has corrected us,  
      your patience that has borne with us, 
      and your love that has redeemed us. 
 
 Take my will, and make it thine; 
      it shall be no longer mine. 
 Take my heart, it is thine own, 
      it shall be thy royal throne, 
      it shall be thy royal throne. 
 
 

    

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  
 



   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
God blesses and 

sends us in 
mission to the 

world. 
    

The Pennies for 
Hunger offering is 

being received 
today.  The 

collection is sent to 
Salem Presbytery 

where it is then 
divided and 

returned to local 
food ministries.  

   

  Help us to love you, and to be thankful for all your gifts by serving you  
      and delighting to do your will. 
 Accept now, Gracious God, our offerings, 
      these our pledges of resources and talents for your service, 
      and the commitment of our lives, 
      through Jesus Christ, who gave his all for us. 
   
 Take my silver and my gold, 
      not a mite would I withhold; 
      take my intellect, and use 
      every power as thou shalt choose, 
      every power as thou shalt choose. 
  
 Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
      at thy feet its treasure store. 
 Take myself, and I will be  
      ever, only, all for thee, 
      ever, only all for thee.   
    
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                       LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

   BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*RECESSIONAL HYMN – NO. 643 
 Now Thank We All Our God                NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT 
 
*VOLUNTARY 
 Trumpet Voluntary in D Major                         John Stanley (1712-1786) 
 

 Ronald L. Shive, D. Min., Pastor  
 Taylor Barner, M. Div., Associate Pastor for Student Ministries 

 Amanda Anderson, M. Div., Interim Parish Associate 
   J. Patrick Murphy, M. Mus., Organist-Choirmaster 



Announcements   
A Warm And Cordial Welcome is extended to all who worship with us this Sunday. We hope in this service you will encounter the 
living Christ and experience the warmth of our caring family of faith. Offering plates are located in the narthex. Please feel free to 
place your offering in the plate as you leave worship today. If you are not receiving the weekly e-newsletter, please feel free to pick up 
a copy today in the narthex and then contact the church office to be added to the weekly email list.  
   
Chancel Flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of the staff of First Presbyterian Church.  
  
Music Notes:  Music texts and impressions, along with streaming music, are provided with permission from One License, License #A
-715495. All rights reserved. 
  
Live Telephone Worship: To listen to the worship service, simply call 888-969-5508 each Sunday.  You will also be given an option 
of receiving a weekly call prior to each worship service. Please help us and pass this information along to any church member or 
community member who would benefit from this opportunity. 
  
Live Video Streaming Service:  Boxcast will not only stream to our website each Sunday morning, but also to our 
Facebook page. The service will be available to view on our website and on the FPC Facebook page. 
  
Pastoral Care Information: If you have a personal emergency, hospitalization, or pastoral care need, please call the church 
office. If it is after office hours or on the weekend, you may call the minister on call:  10/8-10/10 Ron Shive (336-263-1884). 
  
Friendship Group Returns! Join us for a MAGICAL OCTOBER as Friendship Group RETURNS on Thursday, October 21 at 
11:00am in Calvin Hall. Magical Entertainment by famed magician David Calhoun and a boxed lunch prepared by Kreations by Kristi! 
You will not want to miss this Kreative and Magical Friendship Group! Please RSVP by Friday, October 15 to 
pmurphy@fpcburlington.org so we may have a lunch waiting for YOU! 
  
The FPC Lunch Bunch Book Club selection is Educated by Tara Westover.  A fascinating book, it tells the story of the author’s life 
growing up as the youngest of seven children in a fundamentalist, survivalist Mormon family.  At seventeen years of age, Westover 
walked into her first classroom.  She had never been to school and had never been to a doctor.  She was raised in a culture of fringe 
beliefs and a belief in radical self-sufficiency.  Educated is also the remarkable story of a young woman thirsting for knowledge - a 
young woman who would eventually graduate from Brigham Young University, earn a doctorate from Cambridge University and 
receive a Fellowship at Harvard University.  It is a tale of “fierce family loyalty” and the grief involved in leaving family in order to have 
a life.  Bring a bag lunch and join what is sure to be an interesting discussion led by Jane Wellford at our Tuesday, October 12, 2021 
meeting at 12 noon via Zoom. Contact Gayle Gunn for the Zoom link.   
  
Children’s Ministry meets today at 4:45 p.m. on the back lawn/patio area.  After music with Mr. Murphy, we will have our “Kid’s 
Club” events.  Contact Jill Fisher (jillpfisher@gmail.com) or Charlotte Nance-Allbright (callbright@fpcburlington.org) for more 
information about Children’s Ministry at FPCB. 
  
Adult Classes in October: 
       The Enrichment Class gathers via zoom on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  Contact Jane Wellford (wellford@elon.edu) or Catherine  
 Matthews (csnn4145@gmail.com) for more information or to receive the zoom link.  
  
Men of the Church Oyster Roast & BBQ: We will gather on Saturday, October 30, at Hugh Cummings’s Farm (2609 Pitts Road, 
Elon) at 5:00 p.m. to watch college football and at 6:00 p.m. enjoy Hugh Cumming’s steamed oysters and Phil Langley’s BBQ. We will 
conclude the evening around 7:30 p.m. Bring a pair of gloves and shucking knife if you have one. You will greatly enjoy the time 
together and can’t beat the cost — $10 for oysters, BBQ, and beverages! If you have questions, call Jerry Bailey (336- 270-1442) or 
Hugh Cummings (336-260-8071). Call the church office (336-228-1703) to make your reservation. 
  
The Boo Drive-Thru — A Festive Event for Everyone on Sunday, October 24 from 5:00-6:30 p.m.  
Children are invited to dress in your Halloween costumes and stand along our FPCB “drive-thru” to receive treats. 
ALL members and friends of First Presbyterian Church are invited to BRING CANDY for the children.  You drive by and drop candy 
into their bags/buckets. 
Bring an extra bag, if you are able, and the children will make treat bags for the children in the Morrow Town Community.   
(Adults do not need to dress up or decorate your car, but if you want to, we would love to see it!) 
 
Feed the Hungry Food Collection: Our church can still reach out to help those in need by donating food.  Collection boxes are 
located outside the church entrance adjacent to the main parking lot and all you have to do is drive by and drop off your food 
donation.  Thanks for doing whatever you can!   
  
Crossroads — October Local Mission: As a supporter of CrossRoads through our Local Missions, you can help by providing 
non-perishable snacks for the Center. This would include granola bars, goldfish crackers, chips, sugar free pudding cups, bottled 
water, Capri Sun Fruit Punch Ready-to-Drink soft drinks. They could also use paper towels, Kleenex and disinfectant spray. 
During the month of October, you will find boxes outside the CDC entrance from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. where we are collecting snacks 
to support this important mission. Feel free to contact Patti Bates (pbates@glenraven.com) for any questions. Thank you for your 
support! 
   
FPC Furniture Ministry has limited operations at this time due to COVID concerns.  Donations are not being received at the 
church warehouse during this time.  If you would like to schedule a no-contact drop off please email the ministry at 
furnmin3@gmail.com. Referrals from partner agencies are being accepted. 
  
Presbyterian Women reach out to FPC college students each year to let them know we are praying for them. Would your college 
student like to receive correspondences from Presbyterian Women? If so, please send email addresses to Cathy Wall @ 
cbwrmw12@gmail.com. If they prefer to receive correspondences by mail, then send the mailing address also.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=i9ngemabb.0.0.bblw7ieab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Ffpcburlington.org%2Flive-streaming%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=i9ngemabb.0.0.bblw7ieab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Ffpcburlington%2F
mailto:pmurphy@fpcburlington.org
mailto:jillpfisher@gmail.com
mailto:callbright@fpcburlington.org
mailto:wellford@elon.edu
mailto:csnn4145@gmail.com
mailto:pbates@glenraven.com
mailto:furnmin3@gmail.com
mailto:cbwrmw12@gmail.com


Calendar 
October 10-15 

 

Sunday, October 10 
9:00 a.m. Poetry Class with Dr. Harry Brown — Room 122 
9:00 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Sanctuary 
9:45 a.m. Session meets for prayer — Board Room 
10:00 a.m. In-Person and Live-Streamed Worship Service — Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m. Stewardship Dedication Luncheon — Front Lawn 
4:45 p.m. Children’s Gathering and Choir — South Patio 
5:00 p.m. Presbyterian Women’s Circle #1 — Mary Helen Long Garden 
6:00 p.m. Middle School and High School Youth Group and Supper — Calvin Hall 
 
Monday, October 11 
11:00 a.m. Presbyterian Women’s Circle #2 — Witherspoon Room 
4:45 p.m. CDC Board Meets via Zoom  
 
Tuesday, October 12 
6:45 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study — Witherspoon Room  
8:00 a.m. Lectio Divina Meditation Group Meets via Zoom  
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting — Room 203  
Noon  Lunch Bunch Book Club Meets via Zoom 
5:30 p.m. Presbyterian Women’s Circle #4 —  South Patio or John Knox Room (if weather is inclement) 
5:30 p.m. Library Team Meeting — Resource Center 
7:00 p.m. BSA Troop #17 — Garrison Joyner Activities Building 
 
Wednesday, October 13 
8:00 a.m. Mediation Group Meets via Zoom 
10:00 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study via Zoom 
6:45 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Enrichment Class Gathers via Zoom 

  
Thursday, October 14 
6:45 a.m. Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study — Witherspoon Room  
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry Gathers — Room 201  
 
Friday, October 15  
5:00 p.m. Wyldlife—Garrison Joyner Activities Building   

Staff Directory 

Ron Shive, Pastor and Head of Staff   Kathleen Seagroves, Church Office Administrator 

 rshive@fpcburlington.org      kseagroves@fpcburlington.org 

 336-228-1703 X214     336-228-1703 X213 

 336-263-1884 (cell)      

         Jane Cunningham, Communications Coordinator 

Taylor Barner, Associate Pastor for Student Ministries   jcunningham@fpcburlington.org

 tbarner@fpcburlington.org     336-772-5063 

 336-228-1703 X216      

 412-613-0835 (cell)    Boyce Bishop, Building Superintendent 

        bbishop@fpcburlington.org 

Amanda Anderson, Interim Parish Associate for Pastoral Care  336-228-1703 X222   

 aanderson@fpcburlington.org    

 336-290-2534 (cell)    Tracy Barker, Interim Director, Child Development Center 

        tbarker@fpcburlington.org 

Patrick Murphy, Organist — Choirmaster    336-226-7055 

 pmurphy@fpcburlington.org    

 336-228-1703 X218    Eddie Lee Lipscomb, Buildings and Grounds Member 

        336-228-1703 X222 

Charlotte Nance-Allbright       

 Director of Christian Formation and Education  Robert Jeffers, Buildings and Grounds Member  

 callbright@fpcburlington.org    336-228-1703 X222 

 336-228-1703 X223  

  

Peggy Brown, Part-Time Kitchen Supervisor 

 336-228-1703      


