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GATHERING  AROUND  THE  WORD  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
        And also with you. 
 Let us now prepare our hearts to worship God. 
                
MUSIC FOR PREPARATION   
 Wondrous Love                                                                  Dale Wood (1934-2003) 

Text and tune found at Hymn No. 215   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP         
 Come into God’s presence with thanksgiving! 
 Let us sing to the rock of our salvation. 
 Even in the deserts of our lives; 
 God is among us. 
 Come, let us worship and bow down; 
 Let us kneel before the Lord, our maker! 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN – NO. 475 
 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing        NETTLETON 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
*CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Jesus, friend of all, once again, we come to you knowing our words have stung,  
      our actions have harmed, and our indifference has let evil have its day. 
 Our hearts yearn for you, our souls thirst for you,  
      yet we do not imitate you in our lives.   
 We scorn those who are different from us, and relish our own comfort. 
 Once again, forgive us, O God.   
 Give us your living water, that we might tell the world all you have done for us. 
 
*SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 Lord, for Your Tender Mercy’s Sake            MORNING SONG  

 
 

Please join in reading  
aloud those parts of 
the service printed  

in bold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When this symbol (*) 
precedes an element 
of the service, please 

rise in body or spirit. 
 
 

We lay before God 
our own sins,  

the sins and 
brokenness of our 

fellow worshipers, 
the church universal,  

and the world. 
  



*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 O Come and Sing Unto the Lord                  IRISH  

*PASSING THE PEACE, LOVE, AND JOY OF CHRIST TO OTHERS   
 The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

L ISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  
STORY TELLING 
 
SACRAMENT OF INFANT BAPTISM: Heath Elliot Bates 
 PRESENTATION            Elders: Greg and Wendy Lunsford 
 QUESTIONS TO PARENTS                          Colin and Cydney Bates 
  1. Who is your Lord and Savior? 

2.  Relying on God’s grace, do you promise to live the Christian faith and  
 teach that faith to Heath? 
3.  Do you intend Heath to be Christ’s disciple, to obey his word and  
 show his love? 
4.  Do you promise through prayer and example, to support and   
 encourage Heath to be a faithful follower of Jesus Christ?   

  QUESTIONS TO CONGREGATION 
  1. Do you, the members of First Presbyterian Church, in the name of the 
   whole church of Christ, undertake with Colin and Cydney the 
   Christian nurture of Heath, so that in due time he may confess  
   Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?  
  2. Will you endeavor by your example and fellowship to strengthen  
   Heath’s family ties with the household of God?  
 QUESTIONS TO THE CHILDREN 
  1. Will you be a friend to Heath? 
  2. Will you let him know that he is welcome here? 
  3. If he gets lost, will you show him the way? 
  4. Will you share the stories and love of Jesus with him? 
  THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
 THE ACT OF BAPTIZING 
 INTRODUCTION OF HEATH TO THE FAMILY OF FAITH 

The astoundingly 
good news of our 
reconciliation to 
God through Jesus 
Christ frees our 
tongues to sing 
mighty praise to 
God. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We exchange 
reconciling words 
and gestures 
among the people 
of God. 
  
Baptism is a 
symbol of our 
initiation into the 
household of faith. 
It is a sign of 
cleansing from sin, 
and a 
proclamation of 
dying and rising 
with Christ. It 
marks us as 
belonging to a 
community of 
saints that extends 
beyond time and 
place. It signifies 
the presence of the 
Holy Spirit 
working among us 
to comfort, 
strengthen, and 
empower us in 
God’s service. In 
our baptisms, God 
claims us and seals 
us to show that 
our identity is in 
God. Our faithful 
response does not 
end at baptism, 
but continues our 
whole life. 
  



 PRAYER  
 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
   Child of Blessing, Child of Promise                                        STUTTGART 

  
 

 WELCOME AND CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION 
      Heath is now received into the one holy catholic church through  
  baptism.  God has made Heath a member of the household of God, to  
  share with us in the priesthood of Christ. I charge you to love him and to  
  encourage him to be a faithful disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ.        
   With joy and thankfulness we welcome Heath into Christ’s church,  
  for we are all one in Christ. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Exodus 17:1-7           Large Print Pew Bible, pages 79-80  
                   Pew Bible, page 64 
  The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM 
 God Is Spirit                                                      J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Chancel Choir 
 
 God is Spirit, God is here, God is all and God is everywhere. 
 Only good did God create, only good is theirs who on God wait. 
 We are made in God’s reflection, dwell we now in God’s protection, 
 God is Spirit, God is here, God is all and God is everywhere. 
 
 God is Life, in whom we dwell, hid with God we know that all is well. 
 God is Life in whom we move, God whose ever-presence we may prove. 
 So we find our true relation Perfect as God’s creation. 
 God is Life, in whom we dwell, hid with God we know that all is well. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: John 4:5-26           Large Print Pew Bible, pages 115-116 
             Pew Bible, pages 94-95 
  The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
   
SERMON  “Living Water”             Dr. Stewart Rawson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We listen for what 
God is saying to 

God’s people 
through scripture, 
song, and sermon.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  
*HYMN OF RESPONSE – NO. 482 
 Baptized in Water            BUNESSAN 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      - From A Declaration of Faith 
 We believe that in baptism the Spirit demonstrates  
      and confirms God’s promise to include us  
      and our children in God’s gracious covenant,  
      cleansing us from sin, and giving us newness of life, 
      as participants in Christ’s death and resurrection. 
 Baptism sets us in visible community of Christ’s people  
      and joins us to all other believers by a powerful bond. 
 In baptism we give ourselves up in faith and repentance to be the Lord’s. 
 For both children and adults,  
      baptism is a reminder that God loves us long before we can love him. 
 For both, God’s grace and our response to it  
      are not tied to the moment of baptism, 
      but continue and deepen throughout life. 
 
MOMENT FOR MISSION: Child Development Center          Davina Bolden-Woods 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
      and lead us not into temptation,  
      but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom 
      and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  

 OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS 
 
MUSIC AT THE OFFERTORY      
 Wondrous Love                Southern Folk Tune, arr. Milburn Price (b. 1938) 

Chancel Choir 
 

 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
 What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
 to bear the dreadful cross for my soul. 
 When I was sinking down, beneath God’s righteous frown, 
 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 To God and to the Lamb, who is the Great I AM, 
 While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

 
 
Our response to 
hearing God’s 
Word includes 
singing and saying 
what we believe. 

   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                 TALLIS’ CANON   

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
  
*RECESSIONAL HYMN – NO. 817 
 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight       DUNLAP’S CREEK 
 
VOLUNTARY 
 Prelude and Fugue in A Minor                                                                        J. S. Bach  
 

 Stewart Rawson, D. Min., Transitional Pastor  
 Taylor Barner, M. Div., Associate Pastor for Student Ministries 

 Carrie Tuttle, M. Div., Parish Associate for Pastoral Care 
  J. Patrick Murphy, M. Mus., Organist-Choirmaster  

 Charlotte Nance-Allbright, M.A, C.C.E., Director of Christian Formation and Education 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God blesses and 
sends us in 

mission to the    
world. 

  
Pennies for 

Hunger Offering 
is being received 

today. The 
collection is sent to 

Salem Presbytery 
where it is then 

divided and 
returned to local 
food ministries.   

  

Announcements   
  

A Warm And Cordial Welcome is extended to all who worship with us. We hope in this service you will 
encounter the living Christ and experience the warmth of our caring family of faith. Childcare of infant through  
Pre-K is provided for parents/guardians who prefer that resource.  If you are not receiving the weekly e-newsletter, 
please feel free to pick up a copy today in the narthex and then contact the church office to be added to the weekly 
email list. If you are visiting with us and in search of a church home, we invite you to become a part of our church 
family here at First Presbyterian Church. Please let us know of your interest by way of the friendship register or by 
speaking to a minister.    
  
Cover Art: Born of Water, Born of Spirit, © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com  

  

In Memoriam 

  

Elizabeth Dale Walker 

  

Apri l  11 ,  1944 -  March 8 ,  2023  

  

“So then, whether we live or whether we die,  

we are the Lord’s” Romans 14:8 



Music Notes: Music texts and impressions, along with streaming music, are provided with permission from One 
License, License #A-715495. All rights reserved. 
    
Large Print Hymns: Copies of today’s hymns are available in the Narthex. 
   
Pastoral Care Information: If you have a personal emergency, hospitalization, or pastoral care need, please 
call the church office. If it is after office hours or on the weekend, you may call the minister on call:   
3/10-3/12 Stewart Rawson (803-348-6143).  
 
Child Development Center: The CDC will celebrate its 50th Anniversary on March 18th, 2023! As an outreach of 
First Presbyterian Church, the Child Development Center exists to provide high quality care to children of all races, 
genders and abilities from ages infancy to pre-Kindergarten. The Center envisions a community in which children 
are safe, loved and prepared for kindergarten; families have access to affordable, dependable, quality childcare; 
and childcare professionals are valued. 
  
Current Board Members: Cindy Gilliam, Trina Holt, Penny Lewis, Dr. Jay Pringle, Dr. Stewart Rawson, Gavin 
Stevens (Chair), and Nicole Wurl 
  
Lenten Prayer Center in Room 201 will be available for you to sit, relax, breathe, and rest.  Explore the options 
in the room designed in coordination with our Lenten Devotional Seeking: Honest Questions for Deeper Faith.  The 
Prayer Center will be available for you to visit on Sundays 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., Monday through Thursday 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Friday 8:00 a.m. to noon.   
  
Lunch Bunch Book Club is reading The Three Mothers: How the Mothers of Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcom X 
and James Baldwin Shaped a Nation by Anna Malaika Tubbs.  Discussion being led by Beth Hooten. All are invited 
to bring a lunch and gather in the John Knox Room on Tuesday, March 14 at noon. 
  
Friendship Group: Our Marvelous March Friendship Group will bring Anita Peden Sherer (daughter-in-law of Liz 
Sherer) to share her journey into blindness – a fascinating and faith-filled story. And we will end our morning with a 
delicious lunch! Be sure to make your reservations (pmurphy@fpcburlington.org) or by calling the church office 
(336-228-1703). See you on Thursday, March 16 at 11:00 a.m. in Shive Hall. Remember to bring canned food for 
our Food Pantry! 
  
Baptism Banner: The Liturgical Arts Guild, formed in May 2016, created the baptism banner hanging in the 
chancel. The banner is layered in a batik and chiffon, with the dove made from silk. Through the images of water 
and Spirit, this banner reminds of the words spoken at baptism:  We thank you, O God, for the gift of baptism. In 
this water we are buried with Christ in his death. From this water we are raised to share in his resurrection, reborn 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
FPCB Monthly Giving Focus: Residential Treatment Services of Alamance, Inc. (RTSA) 
Love your neighbors by donating toilet paper and paper towels during the month of March!  A collection bin is 
located outside the CDC entrance or you can leave your donations under the table near the stairs in the Welcome 
Center.  Find out more about RTSA at their website https://www.rtsalamance.org/  
  
Acolyte and Crucifer Training: All youth between grades 4-12 are invited and encouraged to attend our 
upcoming acolyte and crucifer training sessions.  The first session will be held at 11:00am on March 19th and a 
second will be held on March 22nd at 5:00pm, both in the sanctuary.  Please register for either of these trainings by 
contacting Taylor by email (tbarner@fpcburlington.org) or text (412-613-0835) by March 17th.  Acolytes and 
crucifers are vital leadership roles in worship and provide an excellent opportunity for students to actively 
participate in the life of our congregation.” 

   
Pritchett Symposium at FPCB on Sunday, March 19 
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Class in Shive Hall 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
Guest Speaker: Elizabeth Schrader Polczer, doctoral candidate of Early Christianity and New Testament at Duke 

University and incoming Professor of New Testament at Villanova University. 
 
Our PCUSA Mission Co-Worker serving in Taiwan, Rev. John McCall, will be with us Sunday, March 26! 

9:00 a.m. class in Shive Hall –  “The Wind of the Spirit in Taiwan” 
10:00 a.m. Worship – “Eyes Touched by Grace” (Mark 8:22-26) 

John McCall has been serving in Taiwan for 26 years.  He teaches at two seminaries and also accompanies and 
mentors Taiwanese and Asian pastors.  Prior to his service in Taiwan, John was the pastor of the Black Mountain 
Presbyterian Church in Black Mountain, NC and Westminster Presbyterian Church in Greensboro.  FPC has been 
a longtime partner in mission with John. 



Silent Auction for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Ukraine Relief—March 12-19 in Room 203 
Bob Ellis, a talented woodworker and member of our PCUSA family, heard the call to support the Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (PDA) in their efforts to aid the refugees in the Ukraine and help the Ukrainian peoples rebuild 
their community and lives.  Bob decided that selling woodworking items he has created might be a way to reach 
the goal of assistance in the Ukraine.  About 50+ items will be available for the silent auctions held on March 12 & 
19, 2023 in Room 203.  There will be different items each week!  You are invited to come by on Sundays, March 
12 & 19 before or after worship or by request between 4:00-6:00 p.m. to view the items, bid on items, and find out 
more about the PDA efforts in the Ukraine and Eastern Europe.  If you cannot come during the available times on 
Sunday, please arrange a time to meet Bob (email bobellis733@aol.com or text or call (336) 417-6184)  at the 
church during the week to view the items and make your bid.  Payment can be made in cash or check payable to 
First Presbyterian Church.  This is a great way to live into the Matthew 25 vision.  Come.  Learn.  Give.  

Calendar 
  

Sunday, March 12 
8:45 a.m. Confirmation Class — Room 403 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults 
9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
10:00 a.m. Worship Service — Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m. Poetry Class with Harry Brown — Room 201 
11:15 a.m. Library Team Meets — Calvin Library 
2:00 p.m. Youth Group Movie — Alamance Crossing 
6:00 p.m. Presbyterian Women’s Circle #1 — John Knox Room  
 
Monday, March 13 
11:00 a.m. Presbyterian Women’s Circle #2 — Witherspoon Room 
 
Tuesday, March 14 
7:00 a.m. High School Dough Devotions — The Park 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting — Room 227  
Noon  Lunch Bunch Book Club — John Knox Room  
2:00 p.m. CDC Budget Meeting — Room 201 
6:00 p.m. What LIES Between Us Course — Witherspoon Room  
7:00 p.m. BSA Troop 17 — Garrison Joyner Activities Building  
7:00 p.m. Presbyterian Women’s Circle #4 — John Knox Room 
   
Wednesday, March 15 
5:00 p.m. Budget and Finance Team Meeting — Room 201 and Zoom  
6:45 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
  
Thursday, March 16 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry Gathers — Room 201  
11:00 a.m. Friendship Group — Shive Hall 

Easter Lilies: Easter lilies will be present for worship in the sanctuary and will beautify the sanctuary chancel 
for Live Streaming and Facebook Live worship on Easter Sunday (April 9, 2023). To order a lily as a memorial or 
honorarium ($30 each) please complete the order form below and mail it to the church with your check (make checks 
payable to First Presbyterian Church and mark "Easter Lilies"). Or you can scan your completed form and email it 
to kseagroves@fpcburlington.org. Please contact the church at 336-228-1703 if you have questions.  
  
 The deadline to order is Monday, April 3. 
  
EASTER LILY ORDER FORM:  
In Memory of  
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Donor _______________________________________________ 
  
In Honor of  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Donor _______________________________________________ 
Total enclosed: $ _____________ 

mailto:bobellis733@aol.com

