
 

March 8, 2026: Lenten Cantata 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

528 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing​ vs. 1, 4, 6–7 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Tune: Carl G. Gläser, 1784–1829 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Invocation, Confession, & Absolution 
Pastor:  ​ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: ​ Amen. 

Pastor:  ​ Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People:  ​ who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor:  ​ If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: ​ But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
Pastor:  ​ Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and 

praise… God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
People:  ​ Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor:  ​ Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  ​ Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
Pastor:​ The Lord be with you. 
People:​ And also with you. 
Pastor: ​ Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all 

who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent 
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth 
of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: ​ Amen. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

 



 

Service of the Word 

Holy Gospel​ John 18:12–14, 19–24, 28–40 

Pastor:​ The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the eighteenth chapter. 
People: ​ Glory to You, O Lord. 

​ 12So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews 

arrested Jesus and bound him. 13First they led him to Annas, for he was the 

father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14It was Caiaphas 

who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die 

for the people. 

​ 19The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his 

teaching. 20Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have 

always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. 

I have said nothing in secret. 21Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard 

me what I said to them; they know what I said.” 22When he had said these 

things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is 

that how you answer the high priest?” 23Jesus answered him, “If what I said is 

wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you 

strike me?” 24Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

​ 28Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s 

headquarters. It was early morning. They themselves did not enter the 

governor’s headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat the 

Passover. 29So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you 

bring against this man?” 30They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, 

we would not have delivered him over to you.” 31Pilate said to them, “Take him 

yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not 

lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32This was to fulfill the word that Jesus 

had spoken to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 

 

 

 

 



 

​ 33So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to 

him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you say this of 

your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 35Pilate answered, 

“Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to 

me. What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this 

world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been 

fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not 

from the world.” 37Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 

answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this 

purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone 

who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

​ After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I 

find no guilt in him. 39But you have a custom that I should release one man for 

you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the 

Jews?” 40They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas 

was a robber. 

Pastor: ​ This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:​  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sermon: “Who is This King” ​ John 18:12-14; 19-24; 28-40 
​ Pastor Derek Klemm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   
Amen. 

 

Offering 
Remote and contact-free giving options: 

●​ Visit mvlcs.org and select GIVE in the top right corner 

●​ Use the My Church Home app   

 

Organ Interlude: Variation on Passion Chorale​ arr. John Carter, Hope Pub., 1996 
 

 



 

WHO IS THIS KING? 
A Lenten Cantata by Lloyd Larson and Joseph Martin 

 

In the Beginning Was the Word 
 

How Marvelous Are the Works 
 

554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful 

1 

O Jesus, King most wonderful!​
    O Conqueror renowned!​
O Source of peace ineffable,​
    In whom all joys are found: 

 4 

May ev’ry heart confess Your name,​
    Forever You adore,​
And, seeking You, itself inflame​
    To seek You more and more. 

 

2 

When once You visit darkened hearts,​
    Then truth begins to shine,​
Then earthly vanity departs,​
    Then kindles love divine. 

5 

Oh, may our tongues forever bless,​
    May we love You alone​
And ever in our lives express​
    The image of Your own! 

 

3 (Choir) 
Some said a prophet you must be, 
    Elijah, John, returned. 
But You are Christ, most certainly, 
    As scripture long affirmed. 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–76 Text and tune: 

Public domain 
 

The King of Glory 
 

 



 

Who is This King 
 

King of Tears 
 

Are You the One? 
 

Crucify This Man! 
 

Ah, Holy Jesus/O Love Divine 
 

426 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 

1731–1807 Text and tune: Public domain 

  

 



 

Benediction​ p. 212 

Pastor: ​ The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give 

you peace. 

People:​ Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Pastor: ​ Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

People: ​ Thanks be to God. 
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