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Welcome and Announcements  Eileen Gilmer 
 
Prelude For the Beauty of the Earth Pierpoint 
 All Things Bright and Beautiful Trad. English 
 
A Prayer for the Evening  Neil Hough 

O Lord our God, 
you are always more ready to bestow your good gifts on us 
than we are to seek them, 
and are willing to give more than we desire or deserve. 
Help us so to seek that we may truly find, 
so to ask that we may joyfully receive, 
so to knock that the door of your mercy may be opened to us; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
Call to Worship Psalm 148:1, 13 Hough 

Praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise the Lord in the heights! 

Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name alone is exalted, 
whose glory is above earth and heaven. 

 
Prayers of the People  Gilmer 

Most merciful God, you hold each of us dear to your heart. 
may the ones we hold in our hearts be held in your loving arms. 
     Tenderly draw them into your love, 
     together with all who are living with pain, concern or illness. 
 
Assure them that they are not alone, 
     and give them courage and faith for all that is to come. 
 
     When they are afraid, give them courage; 
     when they feel weak, grant them your strength; 
     when they are afflicted, afford them patience; 
     when they are lost, offer them hope; 
     when they are alone, move us to their side. Amen. 
 

Musical Response Alleluia   
 
Scripture Reading Psalm 24:1-6 Hough 

The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, 
    the world, and those who live in it, 
for he has founded it on the seas 
    and established it on the rivers. 
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 
    And who shall stand in his holy place? 
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, 
    who do not lift up their souls to what is false 
    and do not swear deceitfully. 



 

They will receive blessing from the LORD 
    and vindication from the God of their salvation. 
Such is the company of those who seek him, 
    who seek the face of the God of Jacob.  
 

Music for Meditation For Beauty of Meadows Trad. Welsh 
 
Message For the Beauty of the Earth Eileen Gilmer 
 
Music for Reflection Touch the Earth Lightly Gibson 
   
 
Reading A Companion Litany to our Social Creed Hough 

God in the Spirit revealed in Jesus Christ, 
calls us by grace 
to be renewed in the image of our Creator, 
that we may be one 
in divine love for the world. 
 
Today is the day 
God cares for the integrity of creation, 
wills the healing and wholeness of all life, 
weeps at the plunder of earth’s goodness. 
And so shall we. 
 
Today is the day 
God embraces all hues of humanity, 
delights in diversity and difference, 
favors solidarity transforming strangers into friends. 
And so shall we. 
 
Today is the day 
God cries with the masses of starving people, 
despises growing disparity between rich and poor, 
demands justice for workers in the marketplace. 
And so shall we. 
 
Today is the day 
God deplores violence in our homes and streets, 
rebukes the world’s warring madness, 
humbles the powerful and lifts up the lowly. 
And so shall we. 

 
Today is the day 
God calls for nations and peoples to live in peace, 
celebrates where justice and mercy embrace, 
exults when the wolf grazes with the lamb. 
And so shall we. 
 



 
Today is the day 
God brings good news to the poor, 
proclaims release to the captives, 
gives sight to the blind, and 
sets the oppressed free. 
And so shall we. 
 

Blessing  Gilmer 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. Amen. 

 
Postlude My Own Home (O Lord of the Blossom) Trad. Ameican 
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Our Social Creed 
2016 Book of Discipline, Social Principles ¶166 
 
We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of creation. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, and we repent 
of our sin in misusing these gifts to idolatrous ends. 
We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its preserva-
tion, enhancement, and faithful use by humankind. 
We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings of community, sexuality, mar-
riage, and the family. 
We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, youth, young adults, the ag-
ing, and people with disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; and to the rights 
and dignity of all persons. 
We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory of God and the good of 
themselves and others and in the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the rights to 
property as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and responsible consumption; and in 
the elimination of economic and social distress. 
We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the world, to the rule of justice and law 
among nations, and to individual freedom for all people of the world. 
We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs and gladly ac-
cept our commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the world. Amen. 


