CORPUS Matters!
NOTE: our recent membership outreach prompted a longtime member Bill to respond with a “no thank you”.the following is our pastoral response.
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Please be reassured that CORPUS has not abandoned its goal of
an all-inclusive priesthood.

First, thank you for the 20+ years of your membership and support.

At the first national conference we were initially focused on
working toward the Church allowing married priests to return to
canonically sanctioned ministry, that is, to let married priests
return to work in parishes, hospitals, Catholic universities, etc.
Fortunately, many of the married priests in attendance brought
their wives. The Holy Spirit opened our eyes and we saw that
just as we married priests were excluded from fulfilling our
vocation within the Church, women also were excluded if God
was calling them to ordained ministry.

Second, I disagree that you “have little business saying how the
church should run its affairs and little right to air my [your]
views to a group such as CORPUS.”

The hierarchy deserves respect, but they are human and fallible.
CORPUS has been and is a prophet voice to the hierarchy and
to the Church.

The idea promoted by Pope Pius X that “The Church is by its
very nature an unequal society: It comprises two categories of
person, the pastors and the flocks. The hierarchy alone moves
and controls...The duty of the multitude is to suffer itself to be
governed and to carry out in a submissive spirit the orders of
those in control” (R. Aubert (ed.), The Church in a Secularized
Society, London 1978, pp. 129-43) has been revisited by the
Second Vatican Council.

In 2017, CORPUS surveyed its members - you may have taken
part in it. Of those who responded to the survey, the largest age
group was between 75-85 years old. Most of those of us who
hoped in the years following Vatican II that we could serve as
married priests have either died or grown old. But our hope was
not only that we could return to canonical ministry, but that the
Church would reform its policies regarding ordained ministry,
and in fact, would reform and renew its entire structure of governance. That hope continues.

Hi Bill,
My name is Nick De Los Reyes.. I currently hold the position of
co-chair of the Executive Committee of CORPUS. I am
responding to the message you sent on 11 June 2019.

“Gathered together in the people of God and established in the
one body of Christ under one head, the laity, whoever they are,
are called as living members to apply to the building up of the
church and to its continual sanctification all the powers which
they have received from the goodness of the Creator and from
the grace of the Redeemer” (Dogmatic Constitution of the
Church, Chapter IV, paragraph 33).
Bill, as I see it, the Church needs you, and every member, to
build it up and use the gifts God has given you to make sure it
is doing what it is supposed to do. CORPUS too needs you and
all its members to work to achieve its goals.

The work of CORPUS is for the future, as well as the present.
The points you listed for reform, Bill, are excellent. “We need
talented, articulate, committed priests. We need priests who are
a part of their parish members’ daily, moral lives.”
Bill, the Church needs you to continue to call out for what you
see is needed. Whether or not you continue as a member of
CORPUS, we are working for the same goals.Thank you for all
you have done over the years.
Respectfully, Nick De Los Reyes (Married priest)
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James A. (Jim) Peterman entered eternal life on July 5, 2019.
He attended St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Seminary in
Baltimore, MD. Following several years of parish ministry, Jim
volunteered for active duty as a chaplain in the United States
Army. He served three tours of duty in Vietnam, achiving the
rank of Lt. Colonel in six years. He also became a Green
Beret. For exceptional meritorious conduct in the performance of his duties in the 101st Airborne at Camp Eagle, he
was awarded the Legion of Merit. Other decorations include
two Army Commendation medals, the Air Medal and a
Bronze Star.

Jim married Maureen in Brooklyn,NY in 1972. After moving to
Viera, FL, he volunteered to serve an interdenominational
congregation.

Jim was a “regular” at CORPUS conferences, always eager
to celebrate all that was good about a married and inclusive
priesthood. His spunk and spirit will be sorely missed!

Dear CORPUS Executive Council,
I have for years admired the prophetic vision of CORPUS and its commitment to including all women and men in
the full life and ministry of the Catholic Church.
As a feminist who has remained connected to the church through empowering small communities, I am watching the
signs of the times and noting tiny green shoots emerging on the question of mandatory celibacy for priests. I feel convinced that the situation of women in Catholicism will never change unless priests are allowed to marry, thus ending
the threat that “woman” represents for all heterosexual clerics.
People, myself included, are calling for a frank, honest and in-depth discussion of celibacy. If, in the wake of the sexual scandals and cover-ups, we as the people of God do not now seriously begin to question a rule imposed more than
a thousand years after the time of Jesus, I can’t imagine that such a conversation will ever take place. My recent novel,
Song of the Turtle, could be the basis for this conversation. The book explores the human and spiritual dimensions
of a good priest’s struggle with the constraints of celibacy as he prepares to minister to the people of El Salvador during the war in the 1980’s. (continued on next page)
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(Song of the Turtle continued)
The response to my novel has been heartfelt and quite positive. It is a provocative love story that examines what can
happen when honorable, loving people are forced to deny an essential part of their human nature.
Thank you so very much for the important and challenging work CORPUS has been doing so faithfully for so long.
It seems impossible but, for the first time in my long life, real change may be in the air!
Sincerely,
Siddika Angle
Berkeley CA
beautifulpacific@aol.com
NOTE: Song of the Turtle is a faithful account of the CORPUS
journey which led to God, love, our spouses and our families.
Siddika has captured the elements involved in our passion for ministry
and marriage in a church chained to celebacy. You can find it
on Amazon.
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How We Found CORPUS!

I was an Ursuline nun, and Francis, a diocesan priest, when
Sister Aimee introduced us in her principal’s office in
September of 1968. Each of us had been newly assigned to
Waterville, Maine – he as assistant pastor at Sacred Heart
Church, and I, Sister Maureen, as eighth-grade teacher in the
school he would oversee. I was thirty-three and Francis, fortyone. Clearly, it was love at first sight. So I left the convent in
January, 1970.

The way our meeting came together puts me in the greatest
awe of Providence – that our God of Love could have arranged
what, a few years later, many called our “marriage made in
heaven”.

CORPUS did not exist at that time. But during the two year period before Francis also left the priesthood,
Anthony Padovano, a person who some years later was instrumental in founding CORPUS, became Francis’ and

my confidant and guide. This was accomplished through the use of hand written or typed letters mailed between
us. (Letters which I have saved – and which, prior to a CORPUS Conference in Boston, Theresa Padovano has
also seen!) I had initiated the correspondence after seeing an article Anthony wrote, published in National
Catholic Reporter. To paraphrase, it’s this: One who is called into religious life might just as well be called out
of that priesthood or convent. What matters most is “fidelity to the Spirit”.

In considering what CORPUS’ most valuable gift has been for my late husband, Francis, and me – I can’t help
but ask: “Where do I begin”?

In itself, learning of CORPUS’ existence felt promising. Even reassuring. And then, when we became members,

and attended our first national CORPUS Conference where we actually met members from every part of the
United States – we felt we had come home! (Elaine McGillicuddy)

For all that has been, Thanks. To all that shall be, Yes.
― Dag Hammarskjold

