
The invitation from CORPUS to share the 
experiences of CITI is taking me down one 
of the happiest memory lanes of my life. 
Thanks also to my beloved late husband 
Dick for supporting me during 30 years of 
dedication to the work of CITI.  

To tell the story of CITI is to tell the story 
of Rent A Priest. 

CITI/Rent A Priest was a Holy Spirit-
inspired movement that gave back the dig-
nity to priests who had the integrity to 
marry when they struggled with mandatory 
celibacy. As renewed disciples of Jesus, 
they provided Sacramental ministry in the 
Catholic tradition to those turned away by 
the church.  

The story of our beginning is fairly-well 
known. I discovered a priest shortage after 
being unable to find one who would visit 
my mother in a senior assisted living facili-
ty in 1991. That experience aroused my 
curiosity and led me to do some cursory 
research over the next several months fol-
lowing her passing. I was shocked to dis-
cover that over a hundred thousand priests 
had left their clerical status and married; 
that Canon Laws validated their sacramen-
tal ministry as married priests (MP); that 
tens of thousands of Catholics had left the 
church; and, that there was a world-wide 
problem of rampant clergy sexual abuse.  

Irish married priest David Rice had written 
a book telling the stories of many priests 
who had transitioned to marriage. Shattered 
Vows was published in eight languages and 
Rice received awards for the book. 

According to Rice, it hardly made the U.S. 
shelves because the church buried the book 
by buying out the NY publishing house. 
Shattered Vows which included the stories 
of International Federation of Married 
Priests Founders Paolo and Carla 
Camellini, Anthony and Theresa Padovano, 
Ralph and Linda Pinto, Joseph and Cait 
Grenier, Heinz and Renata Vogels, 
President of the German movement, and 
others later became a BBC television docu-
mentary. 

On Epiphany Sunday in January 1992, 
while attending Mass in a small Maine 
church, the reading from Isaiah 42, “You 
are my Chosen One in whom I delight…” 
affected me profoundly.  It was like a bolt of 
lightning going through my body. I instinc-
tively knew that God was speaking directly 
to me. I became frightened because I had no 
idea why. I was just a street Catholic.  

I was not aware of the church reform move-
ment, in place at that time for over 20 years. 
NCR (National Catholic Reporter) was an 
unfamiliar acronym to me. I had been a reg-
ular churchgoer (pay/pray/obey Catholic) 
who taught CCD for several years. Priests 
and nuns were my friends. They came to 
our home for dinner. 

The road to and for CITI would be paved 
entirely by the Holy Spirit…everything 
from the name of the organization 
“Celibacy Is the Issue,” to the mission, to 
even the catchy phrase “Rent A Priest,” also 
the need for research into the possible caus-
es of clergy sexual abuse.  

 
For most CORPUS 
members, Louise 
Haggett needs no intro-
duction. Arriving at a 
CORPUS Conference 
in 1992, she was 
impressed with the 
research work that 
CORPUS had already 
accomplished. But, her 
sensitivity to the dire 
need for priests’ min-
istry, her  charism for 
marketing and her deep 
devotion to Jesus served 
as the spark which lit 
the bonfire of  Rent A 
Priest. She is credited 
with raising public 
awareness about the 
availability of  married 
priests and inspiring 
them to become active 
once again. She was the 
recipient of  the 1997 
CORPUS Achievement 
Award. 

lhaggett@aol.com 
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It all came from the Heavens. I was merely a conduit, an instru-
ment. My confidant at the time, Linda Pinto, is aware of these 
incredibly spiritual happenings.   

Fast catch-up. My initial $10,000 contribution to found CITI 
came from a sales bonus I had recently received for past year’s 
performance. It was easily spent during the first year of my mis-
sion. My marketing background and boundless energy helped 
make possible advertising-industry award-winning ads for TV 
Guide Magazine and NCR. These were designed to create 
awareness, recruit curious priests who married; and offer 
Catholics and others a familiar way to feed their spiritual needs 
with priests who were also turned away by the church.  

The TV Guide ads ran in only 7 or 8 major markets, those with 
large Catholic populations (Source: The Official Catholic 
Directory). TV Guide later said that they had “never received so 
much response from any advertising ever run in their regional 
magazines.” The ads had awakened a whole new generation of 
marginalized Catholics, an unexpected consequence. (People 
were calling 1-800-PRIEST9, sponsored at the time by COR-
PUS.) 

Millions of Catholics had left the church. It had been presumed 
that the Bishops’ Vatican II Synod would allow birth control, 
Holy Communion for divorced Catholics and optional celibacy 
for priests. It did not happen. 

Soon after CITI’s initial budget was gone, news releases with 
Celibacy Is the Issue as the Byline were sent in droves to the 
media hoping to obtain free publicity. No reaction. Reporters to 
whom I would place a follow-up phone call responded with, 
“Ho Hum. Celibacy has been around 850 years. This is not new 
News. It is not going anywhere.” Frustration turned to prayer 
the entire summer of 1992. “So, what am I supposed to do with 
all this?” was my question to the Holy Spirit. 

 

In September 1992, I had a dream, a vision about “Rent A 
Priest.”  Pictured in my vision was the phrase RENT A PRIEST 
in bold letters, the brochure design exactly as it was later print-
ed, with Canon Law contents to follow specific Catholic institu-
tion’s rules and regulations. Twenty-one Canons confirmed that 
Married Priests were valid as well as the Sacraments they con-
ferred. Twenty years of research in The Code of Canon Law had 
been done by Canon Lawyer MP Delmar Smolinski of        

Michigan for his own personal ministry as 
a hospital chaplain. I immediately contact-
ed Del whom I had met at a CORPUS 
Conference the previous June. He and 
CORPUS’ then President Anthony 
Padovano helped me write the brochure.  
Within twenty minutes, it was almost 
ready to print. 

Unlike “Celibacy Is the Issue,” the slogan 
Rent A Priest attracted TV cameras from 
as far away as Austria, Switzerland and 

Belgium to my front lawn in Framingham, Massachusetts. In 
the summer of 1993, while I was in Madrid addressing the 
International Federation of Married Priests, over 300 newspa-
pers including the International News Tribune in Europe ran 
major front-page articles, headlined “Rent A Priest.”  

Rent A Priest was the Story of the Week on Public Television 
and, of course, there was the famous interview in January 1995 
with Mike Wallace on CBS-TV’s 60 Minutes (YouTube), revis-
ited by Morley Safer in 2002. Even NCR ran a story in February 
1994. The reaction was enormous and led, in 2004, to a Canon 
Law doctoral thesis at Louvain University entitled “The 
Legitimization of Rent A Priest.” (Haselberger 2004) Yes, it 
legitimized Rent A Priest, providing the request came from the 
people. 

 



19 CORPUS REPORTS SPRING 2021

Celebrating 30 Years 
Why does the story of CITI have to be about Rent A Priest? 
Because the movement needed a “Joe 6-pack” jolt to attract the 
attention of the public.   

After 25 years of the post-Vatican II mass exodus of priests, the 
public still did not know the carefully hidden fact that married 
priests existed, especially in such a large number, that they were 
still valid, available and where to find them.  

Something more mainstream sounding than “Celibacy Is the 
Issue” would be required and CITI did not have a Coca Cola 
budget for a national campaign. Married Priests were being 
asked to “Feed My Sheep,” (John 21), but it was not their nature 
to promote themselves. Even Canon Law said they could not, 
according to the Louvain thesis. Priests were ministers, not pro-
moters. The campaign not only woke up the public, but also the 
dry bones of Ezekiel 37 and breathed new life into these married 
priests. 

Many married priests and certainly the public accepted Rent A 
Priest with tongue in cheek. I remember receiving a phone call 
from Rich Hasselbach who had recently joined. He jokingly 
said, “Hey! I just got rented!” At the end of every Conference I 
attended in the early years of CITI, MP Ed and Judy Kalmanek 
would stop by the Rent A Priest booth and pick up all the 
remaining brochures. They would leave them with their person-
al contact information in restaurant restrooms, doctors’ offices, 
telephone booths, laundromats, supermarkets, anywhere they 
could reach mainstream Catholics.  

 

 

 

 

 

(Ed’s ministry eventually led to a chapel built in his backyard.) 
CITI’s message to MPs at every Corpus, FCM or CTA work-
shop was always, “Tell someone new every day that you are a 
priest and let the Spirit do the rest.” It worked! Their ministry 
and especially their self-esteem rose to new heights.  

In retrospect, I realize that I wasted many years and valuable 
funds thinking the target audience for Rent A Priest were people 
in the pews. There was always rejection from church-going 
Catholics, especially those in the reform movement. The 
reformers had their own agenda for years, hoping for change 
from the top. CITI was defying the hierarchy and doing ministry 
rather than protest.  

My own lack of understanding of the reform movement made it 
difficult to accept that this was obviously not where the Holy 
Spirit was sending CITI. It was the forgotten and turned-away 
Catholics who embraced married priests—Diaspora meeting 
Diaspora—doing what Jesus would do. 

Paramount to CITI Ministries was the deeply dedicated involve-
ment of Board Members, particularly the lay members from a 
vibrant parish in Maryland. Especially in the early years, the 
group comprised the late James Schooley who later became 
CITI’s Chairman of the Board, Joseph Maher, Vice President, 
Robert Dowling, Treasurer and Sally Dowling who was a 
Pastoral Counselor, Spiritual Director and Teacher of Adults in 
Bible Studies in their parish.  

 

 

 Board Member Sally  
Dowling and John 
Shuster (Vice-President)

The Gaithersburg Group: 
Bob Dowling, Joe Maher, 
Jim Schooley

Donna and Bill Podobinski Rosann and  
Lee Ganim
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The Gaithersburg Group assisted with research projects (i.e., 
combing The Official Catholic Directory to find priests who 
were listed twice and being counted more than once; and hidden 
information on closed parishes). The group also hosted board 
meetings and various CITI seminars as well as help with 
Development and mundane projects such as stuffing envelopes.  

These were all high government officials who had retired from 
their service and had a deep faith in the church. They knew how-
ever, how mandatory celibacy was detrimental to the life of the 
church. After much discernment with their retreat master, the 
late MP James Martin, they chose to support CITI in a big way. 

As the organization grew and more and more married and other 
resigned priests wanted to join, a few of the former clerics want-
ed more involvement and joined the Board. The late James 
Magmer became the newsletter editor; William Podobinski 
became Treasurer after Bob Dowling’s death; Rich Hasselbach 
was our Civil Attorney; and Edward and Frances Minderlein 
handled the Book Store (Ed later serving as Board Secretary).   

Especially celebrated are former Carmelite contemplative and 
prophet Donna Amy Podobinski and the late MP and Military 
Chaplain James Harris. Donna was responsible for bringing 
spiritual support to CITI Ministries in the form of The Society 
of Christ’s Priesthood (SCP), a religious society about which 
she had been inspired to write thirty years prior. (see accompa-
nying article on page 24).  SCP became the spiritual foundation 
for all of us in CITI. The seeds of the two entities blended well 
together to help support the ministry of married priests.  

The late MP/Military Chaplain James Harris established an 
affiliation with the International Council of Community 
Churches and wrote the entire CITI certification program using 
the name The Society of Christ’s Priesthood, providing further 
accreditation to married priests as Latin Rite Roman Catholic 
Priests. The Certification program and ICCC affiliation gained 
CITI’s standing as an organization that gave married priests 
legal status to do marriage ministry.  

Other great names to mention include the Kalmaneks, as previ-
ously mentioned who helped coordinate many CITI initiatives, 
the late John Shuster who served as Vice President of CITI for 
several years, during which he designed and established the 
online registry, God’s Yellow Pages, as well as the CITI-L 
online discussion list for priests to share ministry ideas and sto-
ries; the late Lee Ganim and Roseann Ganim who hosted sever-
al meetings in Key Largo, Florida—their restaurants keeping us 
well-fed. The late F. Peter Szafran provided spiritual direction 
that kept us on Holy Ground at our meetings. Others who 
offered counsel in their respective fields of expertise included 
the late Joseph McOscar, Thomas Brooks and Jean Pelletier, a 
former seminary director and Frances-Salone Pelletier, a former 
Cursillo Director. Finally, CORPUS co-founder Francis 
McGrath whose wisdom was and still is well respected and my 
beloved husband Dick as well as other supportive spouses who 
were with us throughout the journey. 

CITI’s first bona fide Board Meeting was held in the late 1990s 
at my sister Pauline Thompson’s 4-bedroom home in Falls 
Church (really), Virginia. It was a weekend to remember—a 
Spiritual Feast. There were beds on the floor everywhere. I 
remember seeing Pete Szafran sleeping on pillows under the 
piano in the living room and Bill Podobinski blowing up a mat-
tress on the sidewalk outside the house, as well as a lobster din-
ner donated by my brother Dick.  

It was not until our third day together that we realized that 
among us was the presence of 17 different religious orders, no 
two alike, and that all these priests were of Eastern heritage. 
There was only one diocesan priest, Pete Szafran, but his ances-
try was also Eastern. Had these priests been ordained in their 
ancestral countries, they might all organically be Eastern Rite 
married priests without having to fight for their vocation. As I 
write this today, I am realizing for the first time that this was 
also the first ever meeting of The Society of Christ’s 
Priesthood—17 societies represented, one community—one 
Virtual Community by today’s pandemic standards—a society 
that is only beginning to evolve in 2021 with the addition of 
laity.  



21 CORPUS REPORTS SPRING 2021

 

Celebrating 30 Years 

Not A New Church. A New Catholicism 

CITI/SCP are uniting men and women from all walks of life and 
priesthood whose vocations have become more important than 
the dictates of the hierarchy. In this, members experience SCP’s 
charism of Freedom-Unity-Integrity. Together, collectively, they 
have embarked on a New Way—still Jesus’ Way—according to 
the needs of the people. CITI has been defying the Catholic 
institution and feeding the woman at the well, whatever her spir-
itual needs are. No one is waiting for permission. Celibacy Is the 
Issue became CITI Ministries in the mid 90s because that was 
what we were doing then and now. 

Volumes could be written about the experiences these priests 
encountered in their renewed ministry. They transformed the 
Sacraments, they rewrote the Rituals, and in the process, they 
have rewritten the priesthood, all to accommodate the spiritual 
needs of the people they serve. Married Priests may have rewrit-
ten Catholicism. There will never be a new church, but there 
will be a new Catholicism. It is here and married priests are cre-
ating it…no, it is both married priests and those to whom they 
are providing ministry. The spiritual growth and the spiritual 
enlightenment and the spiritual freedom that has taken place 
among priests and their support system through CITI/SCP may 
someday replace some of what we remember of our religion as 
Catholic children. These new experiences have made us grow 
beyond our Catholic teenage-hood and move on to become 
Catholic adults, spiritual self-actualization.  

 
+This is not a new Church.  
+This is a new Catholicism.  
+This is the new Catholicism of What Would Jesus   
    DO, not just the words.  
+This is the new Catholicism of Where Two or More 
    Are GATHERED in My Name, not just words.  
+This is the new Catholicism of a Virtual Mass on 
    Zoom where Bread and Wine is consecrated at home 
    by the participants. 
+This is the new Catholicism where Eucharist is still 
celebrated with or without a priest. 

+This is the new Catholicism of Married Priests  
    pastoring or co-pastoring—as Latin Rite Roman 
    Catholic priests—in other denominational or non-
    denominational churches where they are embraced 
     by many marginalized Catholics and others who are 
    members. 
+This is the new Catholicism of a Married  
    Priest/Rabbi* teaching a nurse over the phone, how 
    to give the Last Rites to a COVID patient who is 
    about to die. 
+This is the new Catholicism of a Married 
    Priest/Rabbi* instructing the parents of a newborn 
    how to provide the Sacrament of Baptism via 
    FaceTime or Zoom.  
+This is the new Catholicism 
    of________________you fill in the blank. 

*Jesus was called Rabbi (Teacher) several times in the 
Scriptures (Mark 9:5, 11:21, 14:45, John 1:49, etc), 

 The enlightenment and transformation are an organic and exis-
tential process, much like the Jewish Reform Movement expe-
rienced between 1836 and the early 1900s when the Jewish 
religion eventually became a 3-tenet religion of Orthodox, 
Conservative and Reform. (Reference my paper “The Catholic 
Challenge” published in 1996 
(http://rentapriest.blospot.com/2007/04/catholic-challenge-
parts-i-ii-and-iii.html). The day will come when it will not mat-
ter with whom or how we worship because it will be more about 
who we are. Some people ask me if I still consider myself a 
Catholic. I shall always consider myself a Catholic, but the way 
a Jew considers himself/herself a Jew. It is in my soul, part of 
who I am, in my DNA, not a club to which I belong. 

In 1999 the late Paulo Camellini, founder of the International 
Federation of Married Priests, presented a new Spirit-inspired 
drawing to the Federation Conference participants in Atlanta, 
Georgia. It was rebuked because it showed a new tree growing 
from the Catholic Church’s roots rather than a new branch  
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coming out of the old tree which would represent reform of the 
old church. In Paolo’s words (translated from Italian):  

 

“On a rock—the symbol of Peter and the Apostles [Matt:16-
18]—a great oak rises, image of the Church founded by Christ 
and the ‘Twelve’. From the same root of the oak, a new plant is 
growing, symbol of the Church which is renewed by the Synod 
[Atlanta, 1999] through the work of the Holy Ghost, depicted as 
the sun which rises between the rock and the plant, sent by 
Christ, figured in the center of the sun.” 

I believe that a new Catholicism was Paolo’s vision as well.  

In 2011, the Holy Spirit sent an angel to CITI in the form of 
Married Priest Donald Horrigan, whose secular work was in the 
field of Corporate Transition Services. I had recently published 
The Bingo Report—mandatory celibacy and clergy sexual 
abuse, reporting on ten years of sociological qualitative and lit-
erary research on the subject.  

Because my work in this area was not quite finished, Don gra-
ciously helped in the transition process to a new CITI President, 
Judy Lorenz, who with her husband David served for several 
years. 

Both Don and his wife Patricia have been very generous with 
their time as current CITI board members, assisting again with 
the next transition to Mallory Zolyan Schmitt who now serves 
as President/Executive Director with her husband MP Charles 
Schmitt, Chairman of the Board.

CITI interpretationPaolo’s Original Design

Blessing of the chrism during  
a CITI ministry workshop for 

priests re-entering active  
service (March 17, 1994)



For the past 30 years, CITI Ministries’ 
resigned and married priests have quietly 
continued their ministries in their own way.  
Some have robust wedding ministries, oth-
ers are chaplains; some preside at Dignity 
chapters or have their own communities, 
others conduct funerals.  

 

The common thread is that they continue to 
serve, focusing on helping those who feel 
turned off, ignored, rejected or marginal-
ized by the Institutional Church.  

Though our members are aging, they still 
have passion for what they do and continue 
to do it, even during the pandemic – through 
masks at weddings, at virtual Masses, at 
socially distanced graveside funerals, at 
bedsides providing the Sacrament of the 
Sick when possible, at virtual baptisms, on 

Pre-Cana Zoom sessions and by sponsoring 
online centering-prayer communities.  

Many of our members go back to the early 
days when CITI was known as Rent A 
Priest. Some of those pioneers are still on 
our Board of Directors like Frank McGrath, 
Tom Brooks and William & Donna 
Podobinski. 

Although some of CITI’s efforts are stalled 
due to COVID-19, we continue to move 
forward in many ways – by reconnecting 
with other communities devoted to reform, 
improving our social media and technology, 
holding regional meetings with our 
Midwest members, protecting our financial 
security and forging the path for the future 
of CITI Ministries and it’s spiritual partner 
The Society of Christ’s Priesthood. 

For more information about CITI Ministries 
please visit www.citiministries.org 

Mallory was born in 
Philadelphia and raised in 
the South Jersey area. After 
a long career in Market and 
Media Research, she relocat-
ed to Maryland and began a 
second career in Real Estate. 
It was at her Real Estate 
office that she met CITI 
priest Charlie Schmitt who 
had only recently left his reli-
gious community. They were 
married in 1992. 
Together they created their 
home improvement business, 
The Home Healer. After 29 
years, they retired and hand-
ed the business over to their 
long-time employee. Mallory 
was invited to join CITI 
Ministries as Business 
Manager in 2015 and later 
became the President and 
Executive Director. 
Mallory and Charlie are 
enjoying this new chapter of  
their lives in the home that 
they built together 
overlooking Chesapeake Bay 
with their German Shepherd 

Gemma.

CITI Ministries Today

23 CORPUS REPORTS SPRING 2021

Bill Podobinski preparing a couple  
for a baptism on Facetime

A married priest conducting  
Sunday Zoom Liturgy 
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The Society of  Christ’s Priesthood

The Society of Christ’s Priesthood (SCP) is a Movement within 
CITI Ministries that embodies a spiritual way of life for CITI 
priests and those who support their work. As a religious society, 
SCP provides the legal authority required for CITI priests’ min-
istries to be recognized in some states.  But more importantly it 
is the spiritually supportive foundation of CITI. 

Its goal is to support resigned and married priests of integrity, 
united in community, to provide sacramental and spiritual serv-
ices to all who request them. These services are offered willing-
ly and without any institutional encumbrances. 

As a spiritual way of life, SCP finds its inspiration in the life of 
the Holy Trinity. As a three-fold universal Call to all peoples it 
encompasses Freedom, Unity & Integrity (F-U-I). 

 God the Father - Freedom – To creatively embrace our 
spiritual journey without limitations which allows us to 
be able to serve with total generosity of spirit; 

God the Son – Unity – To come together with others to 
share in Unconditional Love which enables us to love 
without concern for those who might seek to hinder or 
otherwise restrain our efforts; and 

God the Holy Spirit – Integrity – To continue to guide 
and keep us faithful to Christ’s message, which allows 
us to embrace Freedom and Unity by listening and thus 
responding to the inspirations which compel us to offer 
compassionate service to one another, becoming 
instruments of Love’s universal Call.  

In 1 John 4:7-8, we hear that God is love. Whoever lives in love 
lives in God, and God in them. As we participate in the divine 
life, SCP is imbued with the spirit of Vatican II which promotes 
the universal priesthood of all God’s People. SCP integrates the 
calls of Saints Francis of Assisi and Teresa of Avila. St. Francis’ 
call was to “rebuild the church.” St. Teresa’s mission was to 
prayerfully support the life and ministry of priests.  

This supportive mission of prayer extends to the life and min-
istries of all of God’s priestly People as they exercise their indi-
vidual contributions to the building of God’s kingdom. 

In supporting our divine mandate to “renew the face of the 
earth” (Ps 104:30), this Call blesses us with the graces to strive 
for the spiritual welfare of others by encouraging and enabling 
F-U-I to be embraced and practiced by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The inspiration and driving force behind the SCP Movement is 
the life’s work of Donna Podobinski, one of the founding Board 
Members of CITI Ministries. As Sister Gordon Helene, a mem-
ber of a cloistered Carmelite monastery, she came to realize that 
the laity longed for more spiritual nourishment from priests; and 
priests in turn were missing adequate support from the commu-
nity. From these needs, SCP was conceived for the whole of 
Christ’s priestly people as a means of providing community and 
spiritual nourishment for one another. 
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A Movement Within CITI

Living examples of SCP are seen today in Pittsburgh because of 
the direct efforts of CITI married priest couple, William & 
Donna Podobinski. For more than 20 years, they have served 
with the Dignity Pittsburgh Chapter which has grown into a sup-
portive faith family. Their online Centering-Prayer community 
of 60+ members receives daily Meditations divided into 7 “spir-
itual snacks” to feed the mind, heart and soul, based on Sarah 
Young’s book JESUS CALLING.  These are examples of prac-
tical expressions of the spirit of SCP.  

The SCP seed is planted within CITI Ministries whose members 
seek to cultivate Christ’s peace and justice by personally 
embracing a spiritual journey rooted in Freedom, Unity and 
Integrity. CITI members believe it is the Spirit who guides 
SCP’s growth as needs present themselves and will remain a 
faithful presence among God’s people serving, loving, listening, 
and responding to all.  
 
A Married Priest’s Reflection on SCP 
By Charles Schmitt 

In the day to day activities of CITI priests over nearly 30 years, 
SCP had existed in the background as an esoteric concept few 
members had ever studied or comprehended. As a CITI member 
for 12 years, and recently tasked with synthesizing the princi-
ples of SCP within CITI Ministries, it occurred to me that my 
ministry has unwittingly evolved following the principles of 
SPC/FUI. From its inception, CITI priests have moved away 
from a concern for ecclesiastical validation to simply being 
available to “just get it done.”   

Many of our members, myself included, because of our educa-
tion and indoctrination, were timid about “rocking the boat.” In 
time, CITI members have grown to be free of these inhibitions, 
fully recognizing that we must be fully united with those to 
whom we minister. This has been a natural, organic evolution 
both personally and as an organization.  

 

Now that we have had years of experience we can look back and 
see that SCP has been there all along, providing a framework 
out of which we naturally developed our skills and approach to 
ministry as we believe that it needs to be exercised. We came to 
service not as judge, jury and executioner, but as equals who 
accept everyone who and where they are, offering compassion-
ate pastoral care, often in contrast to contemporary modes of 
ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a married priest, I humbly and joyfully tell the young cou-
ples that I prepare for matrimony that I am a better man, a better 
person and a better minister because of my wife, who helps to 
ground me and is an actual sacramental presence of God in my 
life. Coming from a world where everything was “black and 
white”, the maturing process and the influence of my wife has 
opened me up to a life filled with “gray”, a truly liberating tran-
sition. This is the same maturing process experienced by CITI 
Ministries in its membership as well as an organization.  This is 
the natural progression to Freedom – Unity – Integrity which 
SCP enables. 

Years ago, a Roman Catholic priest friend of mine, knowing that 
I was a member of CITI Ministries said that we were “the com-
petition”.  My response to him was “I’m not the competition; 
I’m doing damage control.”  

 

Ron and Sheila Ingalls conducting a  
combined Holy Thursday-Seder Ritual


