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CORPUS is alive and well and active in the progressive,
catholic reform movement! This article reports on activities
since our last edition of CORPUS REPORTS.
Catholic Organizations for Renewal (COR)
The Spring Meeting of Catholic Organizations for Renewal
took place on April 11-12th outside of Baltimore, MD. Nick De
Los Reyes represented CORPUS. Executive Council Member
Andrea Johnson was also present representing RAPPORT. Nick
opened the meeting with the following prayer from Keep
Going: The Art of Perseverance by Joseph M. Marshall III, a
Lakota educator:
A young man asked his grandfather why life had to be so
difficult sometimes. This was the old man’s reply.
Grandfather says this: “In life there is sadness as well as joy,
losing as well as winning, falling as well as standing, hunger
as well as plenty, badness as well as goodness. I do not say
this to make you despair, but to teach you reality. Life is a
journey sometimes walked in light, sometimes in shadow.”
Grandfather says this: “You did not ask to be born, but you
are here. You have weaknesses as well as strengths. You
have both because in life there is two of everything. Within
you is the will to win, as well as the willingness to lose.
Within you is the heart to feel compassion as well as the
smallness to be arrogant. Within you is the way to face life
as well as the fear to turn away from it.
Grandfather says this: “Life can give you strength. Strength
can come from facing the storms of life, from knowing loss,
feeling sadness and heartache, from falling into the depths
of grief. You must stand up in the storm. You must face the
wind and the cold and the darkness. When the storm blows
hard, you must stand firm, for it is not trying to knock you
down. It is really trying to teach you to be strong.”

Grandfather says this: “Being strong means taking one more
step toward the top of the hill, no matter how weary you
may be. It means letting the tears flow through the grief. It
means to keep looking for the answer, though the darkness
of despair is all around you. Being strong means to cling to
hope for one more heartbeat, one more sunrise. Each step,
no matter how difficult, is one more step closer to the top of
the hill. To keep hope alive for one more heartbeat at a time
leads to the light of the next sunrise, and the promise of a
new day.”
Grandfather says this: “The weakest step toward the top of
the hill, toward sunrise, toward hope, is stronger than the
fiercest storm.”
Grandfather says this: “Keep going.”
Blessing: May God, whose life we share, strengthen us to
be wise, compassionate, strong and persevering. Amen.
The meeting opens with a Round Robin. Organizations are
asked to reflect on: What is your group's most important goal
related to church reform?
Nick reflected:
CORPUS is a faith community affirming and rooted in a revitalized church including an inclusive ministry.
Founded by Roman Catholic priests and their wives, CORPUS
originally advocated for the requirement of celibacy to be made
optional for priests. As time went by, CORPUS recognized that
marital status, gender, sexual orientation,and gender identity
should not limit the Church's affirmation of the vocation to
Holy Orders. Further, CORPUS recognizes that patriarchal,
authoritarian, and clerical structures within the Church have
been used to hide various abuses, most shamefully in the area
of sex. Thus, the broad goal of CORPUS is a revitalized
Church, with a more specific focus on inclusive ministry.
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Nick submitted the following commentary on his first COR
meeting:

applies to other aspects of the institutional Church as well.
What follows comes from my notes:

IMPRESSIONS OF CATHOLIC ORGANIZATIONS FOR
RENEWAL (COR)

Sexual abuse has been a reality throughout the history of the
institutional Church. The Didache, a document titled “The
Teaching of the 12 Apostles” and written about 98 C.E., decries
the sexual violation of young men by older men within the
Church. The Synod of Elvira in Spain, in 309 C.E., spelled out
the first set of laws pertaining to sexual violation of the young.
The penalty for abusers was exclusion from Holy Communion,
even at the end of life.

As CORPUS representative, I attended the Catholic
Organization for Renewal (COR) Spring Meeting. Although
CORPUS has been a strong member of COR for many years,
this was my first time at a COR meeting. I was very favorably
impressed by the sincerity, dedication and commitment to
Church reform of the representatives of the various members. I
am proud that CORPUS is allied
with the other members of COR.
COR was founded in 1991 when
leaders of about a dozen reform
groups met, and recognizing
strength in numbers, acknowledged what they had in common and committed themselves to
capitalize on this strength to further the work of reform. Ever
since, COR has jointly sponsored projects that may have been
out of reach of individual organizations.
For those who are interested in knowing more about the organizations that make up COR and the history of projects completed by COR, please go to their website.

The problem continued through
the centuries and was commonly
known, even if not acknowledged. In 1866, the Supreme
Sacred Congregation of the
Roman
and
Universal
Inquisition imposed absolute
secrecy about any sexual violation and threatened clerics with
excommunication if they revealed it. The secrecy and silence as
billed as an attempt to “protect the laity from scandal”, but in
fact it was really for the protection of the clergy. This state prevailed until 1983-84 when a case of clergy sexual abuse in
Louisiana broke in the news. This is when Tom Doyle got
involved.

https://sites.google.com/site/cathorgsrenew/home?authuser
=0

In 1985, Tom and two others wrote a manual on how the
Church could deal with the victims of sexual abuse.
Unfortunately, the USCCB rejected it.

The guest speaker at the Spring Meeting was Thomas Doyle.

What has been the response of the institutional Church?

Tom Doyle is a priest, canon lawyer, addictions therapist, supporter of justice and compassion for clergy sex abuse victims
on a daily basis for the last 34 years, author and lecturer.

Since 1984, various reactions of the hierarchy have been defensive, administrative, and focused on blaming victims and protecting perpetrators.

Tom addressed COR on The Causes of the Nightmare. His title
refers to the sexual abuse crisis in the Church, but it equally

\

28

CORPUS REPORTS

SUMMER 2019

CORPUS MATTERS
In 1993, Pope John Paul II wrote a short letter sympathizing
with the bishops and blaming American materialism and the
media. The hierarchy “playbook” on how to deal with the problem was to give money to the victim, usually between $25,000
and $500,000, have them sign a non-disclosure form, and bury
the records. This no longer works.
At first the Roman hierarchy said that sexual abuse was an
American problem. As further cases came to light, they said it
was a problem of the English- speaking world, then the Western
world. But this attempt to downplay and to blame did not work.
All too soon it became obvious that the problem is universal.
But the hierarchy is still looking to blame the problem on external circumstances. Even now, many within the institutional
hierarchy blame sexual abuse on homosexuality, ignoring all
scientific research to the contrary.

“The good of the Church”
basically means
“the good of the hierarchy.”
Meanwhile, the institutional Church developed euphemisms to
obfuscate the reality. Tom insists that the Church needs to face
the gravely destructive nature of sexual abuse. Rape is rape and
needs to be called by its name. Young people who are raped by
clergy and associates - whether members of the hierarchy,
priests, nuns, brothers, or lay people working for the Church –
are seriously injured and their pain stays with them.
Recently, another erroneous idea was promoted, namely that
the majority of sexual abuse cases took place during the 1970,
following the “sexual revolution” of the 1960’s. However,
records reveal that more cases of sexual abuse happened in the
1950’s than the 1970’s.

Tom insists that the sexual abuse crisis must be seen in relation
to the institutional structures of the Church. He believes that
within these structures are misconceptions about the nature of
Holy Orders, the role of the bishop, and human sexuality.
Pope John Paul II pushed the scholastic idea that an ontological
change is effected by ordination and constitutes a “mystical”
priesthood. This conflates the idea that a priest is an “alter
Christus,” which seems to imply that priests are in some way
God, and that the clergy is “divinely instituted.” According to
Tom, the “alter Christus” concept applies only when the priest
is saying the words of consecration. The dark side of the status
of clergy is that it has allowed abusive priest to groom, seduce
and abuse.
Bishops generally act as if their role in the area of sexual abuse
is to protect the institution rather than the victims. Bishops
seem to believe that they must protect the “sacramental system,” which in turn protects their place in the hierarchy. The
thinking goes like this: Sacraments are necessary for salvation.
Only priests can forgive sins and confect the Eucharist, so
priests are necessary for salvation. Only bishops can ordain
priests, so bishops are necessary for salvation. Tom emphatically states: That Christ instituted hierarchy and that sacraments
are necessary for salvation are unprovable myths!Despite the
teachings of Vatican II, Catholicism is hierarchical, with the
pope at the top, followed by cardinals, bishops, priests and deacons. At the base is the laity. According to Canon Law, the pope
is answerable to no human power. There is no separation of
powers. The executive, legislative and judicial functions are
united at the top of the hierarchy. The clerical aristocracy is a
destructive force among the people of God.
The role of the laity, according to Pius X in his encyclical
Horrendum Est, is to obey the clergy. Again, despite Vatican II,
this attitude continues to be reflected in Canon Law. The
Church is a monarchy and democracy is alien to it.
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According to Tom, the hierarchy has not been able to comprehend human sexuality. Throughout history, the clerical subculture has attracted men and women who are sexually disordered.
Seminary training has allowed, if not fostered, psychosexual
disorders.

Human sexuality has been historically viewed in terms of sin,
and in regard to sex, there is “no small matter,” that is, all sexual sin is mortal sin.
Celibacy is taught to be a “higher” calling and is necessary for
Roman Catholic men to be clerics. This, of course, ignores the
fact that 80% of priests in the Eastern Rites are married. And,
ignores the fact that, according to the research of Richard Sipe,
about 50% of the Roman clergy are not celibate.
Marriage, according to the 1970 Code of Canon Law, is still
regarded as an exchange of sexual rights, the “marital debt,”
between heterosexual couples. It is a rare cleric who has any
idea of the profound affectionate relationship at the heart of
marriage.
What can be done to address such nightmares?
According to Tom, the institution cannot fix itself. Change only
comes from external forces. Efforts to protect minors, such as
the 2002 Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People, only came about as part of settlements of lawsuits. The
victims of abuse and their supporters have and must lead the
way.
Time and again the hierarchy has responded with words. Words
don’t change realities. Action is the answer, not bureaucracy.
Trying to convince bishops never works. Their identity is too
tied to the institutional structure. Priests usually won’t speak
up. They are, in essence, “indentured servants” of the bishops.
Clericalism is essential to the sustenance of the hierarchy. Fear
and guilt about challenging what the hierarchy says need to be
eliminated.
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Ironically, a major damage to victims, their families, their communities, and to the Church at large is spiritual. Ministry needs
to be centered around people, not sacraments. The concept of
Church needs to revolve around the People of God.
Tom concluded by affirming COR: “You are more hope for the
future than you know.”
Catholic Tipping Point
In 2012 and 2014, member organizations of COR sponsored
The Catholic Tipping Point. Fr. Helmut Schueller, the charismatic founder of the Austrian Priests' Initiative (PfarrerInitiative) (Creativity, Courage and Conscience: Re-imagining
Church Governance and the Voice of the Laity) and Tony
Flannery (Conscience and Reform) toured the country sharing
their unique perspectives on progressive catholic reform.
This coming September 10-20,2019. The Catholic Tipping
Point will sponsor a tour by Marie Collins focused on A Crisis
of Culture: Seeking Justice to Reclaim the Church. Cities
include: Baltimore, Philadelphia, Chicago, New Orleans and
Los Angeles. For updated information, please check our website (www.corpus.org).
Marie Collins, born in Dublin, Ireland, is a tireless campaigner
for the protection of children, for the
accountability of the church, and for justice for survivors of sexual abuse, as she
herself was a victim of clergy abuse as a
13-year-old. She is a founder Trustee of
the Marie Collins Foundation an a founding member of the Irish depression support group Aware, and founding trustee
of the support group for abuse survivors, One in Four (Ireland).
She resigned from the Pontifical Commission for the Protection
of Minors in 2016.
This tour is sponsored by: Call To Action, Catholics For
Choice, CORPUS, Ecumenical Catholic Communion,
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FutureChurch,Quixote Center, RAPPORT (Renewing and
Priestly People Ordination Reconsidered Today), SEPA/WOC
(Southeastern Pennsylvania Women’s Ordination Conference),
SNAP (Survivor Network of those Abused By Priests), and
Women’s Ordination Conference.
Women-Church Convergence
Linda Pinto represented CORPUS at the annual W-CC meeting.
Women-Church Convergence (W-CC) is a coalition of
autonomous Catholic-rooted groups working to build just
social and ecclesial structures with shared power for everyone,
especially women and those whom church and society marginalize. Women-Church Convergence amplifies diverse feminist,
faith-filled voices. We create spaces in which all can live out
their vision of full inclusion in church and society.Our commitment to feminist ministries and our social justice values lead us
to act boldly in the world for the benefit of all.
The following appeared in Water Wheel, Vol. 27, Issue # 1.
The Women-Church Convergence held its annual meeting at
Pendle Hill Quaker Center, April 5-7, 2019 in Media,
Pennsylvania. SEPAWOC, the local Women’s Ordination
Conference chapter, organized a panel of four women who
addressed the compelling topic, “How equality can flourish in
a multi-racial, multi-cultural, multi-national, multi-generational
church: What does this church look like physically, spiritually,
doctrinally?” No magic answers emerged, but welcome wisdom was shed on the questions.
Mariam Williams was the first presenter. Mariam is a writer,
dancer, arts educator and public historian with a social change
mission. She is a columnist for the National Catholic Reporter
who explores life and culture at the intersection of race, gender
and Christian faith.
She stated that people’s lived experience is ignored by the institutional churches’ liturgies. Mariam holds that we should strive

to create rituals that acknowledge our experiences and avoids
tokenism.
Next to speak was Marian Ronan who is Research Professor of
Catholic Studies at New York Theological Seminary, a former
faculty member at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley,
CA and is a well-known author.

From left to right: Miriam Williams, Marian Ronan,
Kathleen Grimes, Sonja Spoo, Mary Hunt.
Marian said that the institutional church does not care about the
needs of the world such as acknowledging and repairing the
damage done by the church’s hierarchical structure; the
inequality of women, and the LGBTQI community. The dangers of nuclear weapons and the plight of an increasing numbers of climate change refugees are side-stepped by the faithful.
Sex abuse seems to take precedence over all.
Kathleen Grimes is Assistant Professor of Theological Ethics at
Villanova University. Her research interests include liberation
theologies, calling attention to the pervasive presence of white
supremacy in the Catholic church, critically retrieving natural
law theory, and sexual ethics.
Kate explained that not all racism is the same. Anti-blackness
was rife in the early Catholic church in the United States:
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Black slaves were owned by bishops, Catholic universities,
women’s and men’s religious orders. The segregation continued
after emancipation with racially separated parishes during the
Jim Crow era. The Body of Christ was, and in some areas, is
still segregated by color.
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Re/Generation (formerly titled the 20/30 Project for Mentoring
and Leadership) calls young leaders animated by liberatory, lifegiving faith to reckon with the injustices of the Catholic institution while incarnating new ways of being Church.

Sonja Spoo was the final speaker. Sonja is the Associate
Campaigns Director at Ultra Violet, a national advocacy organization the drives feminist cultural and political change. Prior
to joining UV, she was a national organizer for reproductive
right with Catholics for Choice. Her advocacy focuses at the
intersections between faith, gender, and race.
In Sonja’s experience, the Catholic Church’s stance is that is
not important to be relevant, but it is important to be in control.
She holds that there needs to be a disruption of the idea of
church, a decentralization, rather than a reform of the current
institution. Her vision of church is a welcoming and accepting
gathering that meets the needs of the community.
They suggested that the future will include resources from
many faith traditions. Contemporary sexual abuse perpetrated
by priests and its cover-up by other clergy needs to be understood along with growing environmental destruction and gaping economic differences. Anti-racism work is vital to any new
forms of church. One way to bring all of this about is through
prudent use of technology.
Call To Action Re-generation Initiative
CORPUS is a strong supporter of CTA. Zachary Johnson
reached out to the Executive Council to ask if CORPUS would
help mentor the next generation of candidates. Linda Pinto
accepted and now participates in a triad with a graduate from
last year’s Regeneration Class, Abigail Rampone (see accompanying article on Re-Imagining Vocation) and Lauren Barbato, a
candidate from this year.

Starting from top standing left: Claire Hitchins, Angela
Butel, Alyssa Duffner, Zach Johnson, Teresa Marie
Cariño, Angie Howard McParland, Kneeling: Dominic
Surya, Sitting, starting from left to right: Lauren
Barbato, Ruby Fuentes, Greg Hamilton, Diana Marin,
Alloys Nyakundi, Monica Lundberg, Sitting Front and
Center: dfelfin bautista

Now in its second year, Re/Generation is a national cohort of
Catholic visionaries and change-makers, lovingly called
“Re/Generators.” Re/Generators recognize that our faith is the
source of holy, unique, and revolutionary potential for personal
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and common good, while also acknowledging that our Church
is responsible for historical and ongoing injustice, particularly
toward LGBTQ people, people of color, women, and lay people
throughout the world. Digging into this paradox, Re/Generators
find fertile soil for decomposing oppressive structures and cultivating the Church we are called to be for our hurting world.
Re/Generators locate themselves in a broader movement for
church reform, honoring the wisdom of many generations
through Mentoring Triads. Accompanied by both an elder in the
movement and a peer mentor, each Re/Generator discerns how
their Catholic faith and personal vocation move them to work
for justice, healing and transformation in their own context.

Women’s Interfiath Residency Program and Students for
Reproductive Justice.
The keynote was delivered by Jamie Manson. Her witty and
poignant presentation was described as “theology through memoir.” She recounted coming to terms with her evolving yet constant call to integrity and service.

Her academic achievements were overshadowed by her controversial stands on homosexuality, reproductive rights and the
ordination to priestly ministy for all who are called. While the
intimate and intense sharing could have ended on dismal note,
she (as she always does) flipped the energy to being positve and
generative. She shared her strong conviction that “God is in all
creation breaking through to us so that we all can be sacrament.”

Reimagining Catholic Vocation Conference
On March 29-30, 2019, Union Theological Seminary’s
Intergenerational Track sponsored a retreat entitled (Re)
Imagining Catholic Vocations. This was coordinated by Abagail
Rampone, who had graduated from the CTA Re-Generation
Program in 2018. The conference attracted over 100 participants
including the current Re-Generation candidates, students from
Union Theological, the Interfiath Caucus, Queer Caucus, the

She excited the audience by revealing that “God is lurking in all
the ‘stuff’ of life” and noted that the purpose of religion was to
make meaning from this experience. She was especially powerful in speaking to God’s presence in “all the broken places.”.
The next day candidates heard a presentation on Living with
Wisdom: Thomas Merton Then and Now (Julie Leininger
Pycior, Christopher Fici and Breand Fairady); Progressive
Catholicism As Vocation (Zachary Johnson); Transgendering
Our Theologies of Embodiment: A new Approach to Sexuality
and Gender for the Roman Catholic Church (Dr. Craig Ford,
Fordham University; and a plenary panel Decolonizing
Catholicism in a Postcolonial Age.
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If this gathering is indicative of the future of the catholic progressive reform movement, we are in good hands!!
Ordination Day Witness

Linda and Phil Marcin celebrated his 56th anniversary of ordination by once again witnessing at St. John’s Cathedral in
Cleveland for the ordination ceremony on May 18, 2019 at
10:00 AM. We arrived in a downpour which never stopped us
before. However, this year we were worried about our little
granddaughter being out in the rain. Promptly at 9:03 AM as we
got out of our cars, the rain stopped right on cue! As people
walked by some deliberately ignored us but many were positive
including a priest who touched his heart as he smiled and bowed
to us. Another nodded and winked and a priest announced with
a smile, “I am a free Byzantine!” Makayla was a hit as she
smiled and waved and seemed to be enjoying this family adventure. Although the weather had cleared, for the second year in
a row the priests did not process outside the cathedral. Three
generations of Marcins stood witness this year with hope and
love.

Linda, Phil and Phillip Marcin
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CORPUS Membership Renewal

The Executive Council is pleased to report that our membership
renewal effort was met with outstanding results. Thank you for
the overwhelming show of support to continue the mission and
witness of CORPUS! It is clear that our age has not dampened
our enthusiasm or conviction that a reformed and renewed
priestly ministry, rooted in Vatican II theology and values, and
open to all to whom God calls is a cause worth fighting for!
Our members were also enthusiastic about sharing their stories.
Mary Ann Cejka (NY), a former Board Member, enthusiastically renewed her membership. She also served on the Strategic
Planning Committee and Editorial Board. She expressed her
support for an inclusive ministry, but emphasized that CORPUS
should never stop advocating for the right to marry.

Maggie Marcin and Makayla
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Leonardo and Madeline Cruolglio (NJ) have been CORPUS
members forever. They were both in religious life, lots of
friends involved in such groups. (He is 83, she is 88, married
40+ years). They read the CORPUS blog faithfully, and also get
CORPUS REPORTS in hard-copy. He said he comments that
articles seem to lean more toward activism rather than spirituality focus. Madeline said she hopes CORPUS doesn't give up!
They don't expect change "in their lifetimes", but that will not
dampen their support. They live in a continuing care community
where they hold a communion service twice a month and they
publish a bulletin. The facility also brings in a priest to say
Mass, which they take part in. Leonardo also teaches classes
there- on spirituality, philosophy, to a mixed interfaith group.
They bring communion to some who are unable to come to services.
Fr. Tom Suriano (WI) age 80, joined CORPUS about 20 years
ago. He was invited by a friend to come to a breakfast club of
CORPUS members in Milwaukee. He wishes CORPUS had
more young priests in it- but younger priests are not leaving in
great numbers. He feels that Francis is a breath of fresh air. “At
my age, I no longer argue about the obvious. But would hope
that the Church can someday attend to the issue of the place of
women in the church.” Retired, he is still active, helping in
parishes every weekend, and also teaches a Bible class in jail.
He keeps "healthy-busy", not too busy, but enough to still contribute.
John Stack (TX) left the Jesuits 18 years ago, and can't quite
remember how he heard about CORPUS. He continues his commitment because he finds CORPUS REPORTS invaluable. He
looks forward to getting a variety of articles, all pertaining to
modern issues in which he takes great interest. He often reposts articles from CORPUS REPORTS onto his own blog,
which goes out on Sunday nights. (johnstackministries.com)
"My sympathy goes out to Francis, a fellow Jesuit..." But feels
that Francis has not handled the abuse crisis well. He would
change things about the church: bring in women priests, get rid
of the arrogance of the clerics

Ronald and Louise Rauckhorst (NV) have been members for
25-30 years. They find great value in CORPUS REPORTS.
Ronald comments: "Best reading I ever do, applies to me theologically, spiritually. It’s information I can't get elsewhere.”
Commenting on the state of the church, he observes: "In the
past, we were unhappy with the local parishes, so we joined a
local group called the Independent Catholic Church- a homebased group, 10 or 12 people weekly, two priests He also
recently wrote a book: Journey to Joy. (Review to be printed in
the Autumn issue of CORPUS REPORTS)
Aidan Licari (AL) writes: “I have been a faithful member of
CORPUS for many years---since its inception. I support all your
ministries and will keep y’all in my prayers.
Eileen Butler (PA) writes “thanks for the good work...prayers
are with you!
A.J.Schumacher (WI) renewed his membership “In tribute to
CORPUS’ work and in honor of Pope Francis!
Ed Cooke (FL) suggests: “Why not see yourselves also “missioned” as bridgebuilders---a hub like in a wagon wheel. A first
step should be a return to UNITY for all, the splintered, now
wounded forms of Christianity. The Catholic Church has been
so humiliated and humbled it will not seek as before a seat at the
head of the table.”
Gregory Kania (TX) writes: Keep up the good work and keep
promoting church reform and update!
Charlie Ara (CA) rejoiced when he read that Cardinal Kasper
thinks Pope Francis will allow a married priesthood (in the
Amazon) if asked by the Bishops’ conference. “Hurry up, I’m
88!” He reported that at church last Friday, someone asked if he
could hear their confession because there was no other priest
available.

