
 

Scriptures for Sunday, January 17, 2021 
 

Ephesians 2:1-5, 8-10, 14-17  (Common English Bible) 

2 At one time you were like a dead person because of the things you did 
wrong and your offenses against God. 2 You used to live like people of this 
world. You followed the rule of a destructive spiritual power. This is the 
spirit of disobedience to God’s will that is now at work in persons whose 
lives are characterized by disobedience. 3 At one time you were like those 
persons. All of you used to do whatever felt good and whatever you thought 
you wanted so that you were children headed for punishment just like 
everyone else. 

4-5 However, God is rich in mercy. He brought us to life with Christ while we 
were dead as a result of those things that we did wrong. He did this 
because of the great love that he has for us. You are saved by God’s 
grace. 

8 You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. This salvation is 
God’s gift. It’s not something you possessed. 9 It’s not something you did 
that you can be proud of. 10 Instead, we are God’s accomplishment, created 
in Christ Jesus to do good things. God planned for these good things to be 
the way that we live our lives. 

14 Christ is our peace. He made both Jews and Gentiles into one group. 
With his body, he broke down the barrier of hatred that divided us. 15 He 
canceled the detailed rules of the Law so that he could create one new 
person out of the two groups, making peace. 16 He reconciled them both as 
one body to God by the cross, which ended the hostility to God.  17 When 
he came, he announced the good news of peace to you who were far away 
from God and to those who were near.  

 


