
The annual event, now in its 34th year, 
seeks to inspire creativity in young people 

through a series of fun and enriching 
events throughout Orange County. 
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Staff report

The following events will take place 
during the six-week Imagination 
Celebration.

The Art of Competition Exhibition: This exhibi-
tion illustrates different facets of professional 
sports, from the venues and stadiums to the indi-
vidual teams and players themselves. Noon-4 p.m. 
Thursdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturdays-Sun-
days through May 12. Palm Court Arts Complex, 
Orange County Great Park, Sand Canyon & Marine 
Way, Irvine. Free. www.cityofirvine.org.
Tuesday Night Dance: Grab your dancing shoes 
and head to a free dance class on the Julianne and 
George Argyros Plaza at the Segerstrom Center 
for the Arts. Every month, bring the whole family 
and learn a different style of dance, guided by our 
expert instructors. In April, get up and get moving 
with Broadway Boogie! Perfect some signature 
Broadway-style routines, taught by former Broad-
way dancer and Orange County local Juliet Schul-
ein. Kids and adults alike will love her infectious 
enthusiasm and fun choreography. Then in May, 
explore Bollywood dance with a Bollywood Dance 
Academy. 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays through July 23, 
Segerstrom Center for the Arts, 600 Town Center 

Drive, Costa Mesa. Free. 714-556-2787; scfta.org
Imaginology: Kids and their families will not only 
see a world of wonder, but can participate in a 
wide range of fun and educational hands-on activi-
ties designed to inspire and encourage academic 
and career exploration. There’s something for ev-
eryone at Imaginology — preschoolers through high 
schoolers — and all are invited to showcase their 
talents in individual and group project competi-
tions. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. OC Fair and Event Center, 88 Fair 
Drive, Costa Mesa. Free. ocfair.com/imaginology
“Around the World in 80 Days”: Phileas Fogg 
sets out to circle the globe in an unheard-of 80 
days, but his every step is dogged by a detective 
who thinks he’s a robber on the run in this play 
based on the classic novel. Danger, romance, and 
comic surprises abound in this whirlwind of a show 
as they traverse seven continents in one of the 
great adventures of all time. Suitable for teens and 
older. Opens at 7:30 p.m. Thursday with additional 
performances through April 28. Lyceum Theatre, 
55 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa. $15 general admission, 
$13 for seniors, college students and children. 714-
668-6145 or www.vanguardtickets.com
Intergalactic Adventures: Launch into the 
wonders of outer space as you tour the moon, the 
planets and beyond with music from “Star Wars,” 
“Star Trek” and “2001: A Space Odyssey.” Featur-

IMAGINATION CELEBRATION 2019

Countywide events run gamut of art forms

SCNG FILE PHOTO

Kids make model parachutes during Imaginology at OC Fair & Events Center in Costa 
Mesa in 2018. This year’s Imaginology will be April 12-14.EVENTS » PAGE 3

FREE
ADMISSION

www.soka.edu/festivalParking on Campus $10 cash. Please Carpool.
Game tickets and international food priced individually.

SATURDAY, MAY 4 | 10:30 AM-5:00 PM
(rain or shine)

PRESENTING SPONSOR:

STAGE SPONSOR:

MEDIA SPONSOR:

COMMUNITY PARTNER:

■ 500 Musicians and
Dancers on 4 Stages
■ Art, Dance, Games

■ International Food
■ Bounce House

■ And Much More!

International Attire Encouraged
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ing NASA space footage, Pacific 
Symphony is joined by special 
guests, the Pacific Symphony 
Youth Orchestra. Designed 
especially for children 5-11. 10 
a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Saturday. 
Renée and Henry Segerstrom 
Concert Hall, 615 Town Center 
Drive, Costa Mesa. $15-$46. 
714-755-5799 or pacificsym-
phony.com.
Children’s Art Festival and 
Earth Day Youth Art Show: The 
Children’s Arts Festival provides 
an opportunity for parents and 
children to enjoy a day discov-
ering the arts together. The 
event will feature hands-on art 
activities, live music, and much 
more. In honor of Earth Day, 
festival activities will focus on 
being kind to our planet, so craft 
projects will incorporate found 
and recycled objects easily found 
in the home. Noon-5 p.m. Sat-
urday. Buena Park Community 
Center, 6688 Beach Blvd, Buena 
Park. Free. 714-562-3868 or 
BuenaPark.com
Día del Niño/Day of the Child: 
This special free family festival 
features a full day of live music, 
engaging children’s art activities, 
dance, workshops, community 

resource booths. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Saturday and April 14. OC Fair 
and Event Center, 88 Fair Drive, 
Costa Mesa. Free. www.eldiadel-
nino.org
Princess & Superhero Fun Day: 
Come dressed as your favorite 
princess or superhero and learn 
how to dance like them followed 
by crafts and face painting. 
This fun-filled dance experi-
ence concludes with a live ballet 
performance. 2-4 p.m. Saturday, 
Southland Ballet Academy, 
9527 Garfield Avenue, Fountain 
Valley. Also 2-4 p.m. April 27 at 
Southland Ballet Academy Irvine 
Studio, 710 Roosevelt Avenue, 
Irvine. Free. 714-962-5440 or 
www.festivalballet.org/commu-
nity-performances/
Family Game & Art Day: Come 
view The Art of Competition 
exhibition at the Great Park 
Gallery and enjoy an afternoon of 
lawn games, sports-focused arts 
and crafts, or an outdoor movie. 
Drop-ins are welcome while sup-
plies last. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. April 14. 
Orange County Great Park, Sand 
Canyon and Marine Way, Irvine. 
Free. 949-724-6427 or www.
cityofirvine.org
Native American History and 
Storytelling: In conjunction 
with its gallery exhibit “Protect-
ing Mother Earth,” the Muck-
enthaler Cultural Center will 
present an evening of performing 

arts created by and performed 
by the descendants of the 
indigenous tribes that inhabited 
the land we walk today. 7:30 p.m. 
April 18. Muckenthaler Cultural 
Center,1201 West Malvern Ave., 
Fullerton. $30 for nonmembers, 
$20 for students/seniors, $15 for 
members and kids are free when 
accompanied by an adult. 714-
738-6595 or themuck.org.
Dance Escape: A lively spring 
showcase by MFA candidates in 
Dance at UC Irvine’s Claire Trevor 
School of the Arts, highlighting 
graduate and undergraduate 
dancers. 8 p.m. April 18-19, 2 
and 8 p.m. April 20. Claire Trevor 
Theatre, 4002 Mesa Road, Irvine. 
$11-$18. www.arts.uci.edu
HB APA’s “Fanfare 2019”: The 
Huntington Beach Academy for 
the Performing Arts orchestra 
department celebrates great 
music from the Baroque period 
to present day. 7:30 p.m. April 
24. Huntington Beach High 
School Historic Auditorium,1901 
Main St., Huntington Beach. $22 
for adults, $16 for students and 
seniors. 714-536-2514. hbapa.
org/see
Newport Beach Film Festival 
Family Film Series: Offerings 
include Disney classic films 
shown on the big screen, short 
films from around the world for 
teens and tweens, short films for 

Events
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Dancers with the Arpana Dance Company perform at Soka University’s annual International 
Festival in Aliso Viejo in 2017. The 18th annual festival, featuring more than 500 musicians 
and dancers, will be held at the university on May 4.

©2019 Festival of Arts. A non-profit organization. Proceeds support the Arts.

LagunaFestivalofArts.org
650 Laguna Canyon Road in Laguna Beach 949-494-1145

Join the Fun!
July 5 –Aug 31

A Festival F illed
with Family
Fun!

FAMILY
ART DAY

July 14
Noon-3pm

ART &
STORY
TIME

Mondays
12:30pm

ART
CLASSES

Mon-Fri
1pm & 3pm

This summer there’s lots to see and do at the world-famous
Festival of Arts for your budding young artists. Ignite their
creative spark with daily art activities, art tours, special events
and so much more. It’s family friendly and kid approved!

Check Out Our New
Art Explorers Program!
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By Kaitlin Wright
kaitline13@gmail.com

B
efore there was 
the Orange County 
Imagination Cele-
bration, which is set 

to mark its 34th year this 
spring, there was the Imagi-
nation Celebration presented 
by the Kennedy Center in 
Washington D.C. The pre-
miere arts festival launched 
in 1977 on the broad premise 
of stimulating imagination 
and creativity in young peo-
ple through the arts.

The initiative grew to in-
clude several other national 
sites over the years and even-
tually made its way to Orange 
County under the direction of 
the late Thomas Kendrick. At 
the time Kendrick had been 
appointed as the executive di-
rector of what is now Seger-
strom Center for the Arts.

Today, the Imagination Cel-
ebration is presented by Arts 
Orange County and the Or-
ange County Department of 
Education and is heralded as 
the only countywide family 
arts festival. Taking place at 
various locations from April 
13 through May 26, this year’s 
Imagination Celebration in-
cludes several events that aim 
to promote the importance of 
arts education.

“The intention of Imagina-

tion Celebration is twofold,” 
said Richard Stein, execu-
tive director of Arts Orange 
County. “To recognize and re-
inforce the importance of arts 
in our classrooms and school 
education, as well as to intro-
duce and encourage partici-
pation of students and fami-
lies in the artistic communi-
ties around them.”

The six weeks of events 
range from dance lessons to 
poetry workshops, art shows 
to film festivals, each offer-
ing audiences a chance to try 
something new all while expe-

riencing the spirit of collabo-
ration.

“Orange County is a ma-
jor area that bustles with cre-
ative exploration, and we seek 
to connect students, parents, 
and families to that vibrance,” 
Stain said.

To signal the official start of 
the Imagination Celebration, 
students in grades 6-12 are en-
couraged to submit a poster 
design around a selected 
theme. This year’s theme is a 
quote by Albert Einstein that 
states, “Logic will get you 

IMAGINATION CELEBRATION 2019

The City of Buena Park Fine Arts 
Division presents the Children’s Art 
Festival and Earth Day Youth Art 
Show. The one-day event features 
hands-on art activities and live mu-
sic. In honor of Earth Day, the City 
of Buena Park’s event will focus on 
conservation and craft projects will 
incorporate found and recycled ob-
jects. Noon- 5 p.m. Saturday. Buena 
Park Community Center, 6688 
Beach Blvd.
Vanguard University invites Orange 
County audiences to the Lyceum 
Theatre in Costa Mesa for “Around 
the World in 80 Days.” This play fol-
lows the fearless adventurer Phileas 
Fogg as he agrees to an outrageous 
wager that puts his life and fortune 
at risk. The bet takes him on a great 
journey around the world that involves 
danger, romance, and comic surpris-
es. Various times Friday to April 28. 
$13-$15. Vanguardtickets.com
Newport Beach Film Festival takes 
place from April 25- May 2 and 
brings the best new films for kids 
from around the world. In particular, 
the Family Film Series presents 
films that are geared towards tod-
dlers, school-age children, tweens, 
teens, parents, and grandparents. 
As in interactive component, film-
makers often come out for post-
screening Q&A sessions, school 
visits, workshops, live entertain-
ment, and autograph sessions. 
newportbeachfilmfest.com

NEW TO THE IMAGINATION 
CELEBRATION FOR 2019

COURTESY OF ARTS ORANGE COUNTY

A student takes part in an 
Imagination Celebration 
illustration workshop. 

COURTESY OF IMAGINATION CELEBRATION

Children have fun as part of the Día del Niño event. 
COURTESY OF ARTS ORANGE COUNTY

A girl paints a picture at an Imagination Celebration event. 

An Imagination 
Celebration 
participant 
works on 
a chalk art 
project. 
COURTESY OF 
ARTS ORANGE 
COUNTY

COURTESY OF ARTS ORANGE COUNTY

A young boy takes part in a music workshop. 

Building community through art

ART » PAGE 5
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from A to Z, imagination will get you 
everywhere.”

As the education system continues 
to place great emphasis on STEM sub-
jects (science, technology, engineering, 
and math), Stein and many in the arts 
community hope to interject that art is 
a valuable part of innovation.

Stein explains: “Without creativ-
ity, imagination and the tools that you 
learn from the arts STEM will only take 
you to a logical conclusion. Choosing 
this quote from Albert Einstein, a man 
known around the world for his scien-
tific genius shows that even he believed 
that his accomplishments were rooted 
in the imagination.”

One of the first events of the Imagina-
tion Celebration and marquee events is 
the “OC Día del Niño” on Saturday and 
April 14, which runs concurrently with 
the OC Fair & Events Center’s Imagi-
nology “Power Your Imagination” fes-
tival event.

Other major attractions of the Imag-
ination Celebration are the visual arts 
exhibitions. The “1,000 Pieces of Art” 

show, one of three visual arts events 
and the county’s only judged junior art 
exhibition, allows students from pub-
lic and private schools, as well as those 
that are home-schooled, to exhibit their 
work to a countywide audience.

Showcased at South Coast Plaza from 
May 1-19, the “1,000 Pieces of Art” col-
lection features 2D artworks created by 
students in grades pre-K-12. This large 
event is made possible by the Orange 
County Department of Education and 
Arts Orange County with Festival of 
Arts Laguna Beach and school part-
ners such as the Garden Grove Unified 
School District. Without this exhibition, 
many students, especially those in the 
lower grades, would not have an oppor-
tunity to see their art on display in a 
public forum.

“Engaging with our arts community 
is a critical component of Imagination 
Celebration,” Stein said.

“Creating an opportunity for our 
families to be introduced to the wide 
range of artistic expression and oppor-
tunities available in their areas is why 
so many organizations participate by of-
fering hands-on activities and events.”

To view a full list of events and for 
more information, visit artsoc.org/
imagination-celebration.

Art
FROM PAGE 4

COURTESY OF ARTS ORANGE COUNTY

Kids participate in an acrobatics workshop by Fern Street Circus at the Imagination 
Celebration’s Día del Niño event. 

Nobody Beats Our Coverage
ocregister.com/subscribe

Our Coast.
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By Kaitlin Wright
kaitline13@gmail.com

E
l Día del Niño, a free 
family festival, fea-
tures two full days of 
live music, children’s 

art activities, dance perfor-
mances and workshops and 
community resource booths.
The event will take place from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 
April 14 at the OC Fair & Event 
Center in Costa Mesa.

Día del Niño, translated 
“Day of the Child” is a tradi-
tional family holiday celebrated 
in Mexico in April that is de-
signed to make children feel 
special. The holiday honors 
children, celebrates their im-
portance in society and pro-
motes their well being.

Family-friendly interactive 
events include a workshop that 
showcases the art of several 
California paper makers, an 
imaginative Bubblefun work-
shop that offers the chance 
to be inside a bubble, a mural 
painting activity, a unique cir-
cus workshop that leads chil-
dren of all ages through ac-
tivities such as tumbling, jug-
gling, tightwire and clowning 
and much more.

2019 OC Día del Niño 
artist workshops

Janet Adams from Southern 
California Artists will conduct 
hands-on workshops on Hui-
chol Indian beading and pa-
per making, showcasing the 
art of several California paper 
makers.

Maria Reyna from Arte por 
Vida will show children how 
to use a mix of media, pencil, 
oil pastels and watercolors to 

create an original work of art 
while they will learn about the 
Nahua culture from Mexico.

Israel Barrios will explore 
the science and history of bub-
bles with an imaginative Bub-
blefun workshop that offers 
the chance to be inside a bub-
ble, blow big bubbles and see 
the effects of dry ice in soapy 
water.

Manuel Cortez from Creative 
Dynamics will lead a popular 
workshop making clay turtles 
that will teach listening, fol-
lowing instructions, building 
fine motor skills and finding 
inner peace.

Yenny Bernal from Uplift-
ing Soul Art Events will guide 
children through scrapbook-
ing techniques and making a 
beautiful recycled journal, fo-
cusing on the environment, 
creative design, cognitive and 
visual skills and personal de-
velopment to create a Little 
Book of Dreamers.

Kimberly Duran from The 
Heavy Collective will cele-
brate diversity in cultures and 
ethnicity by creating an ar-
tistic Butterflies that partici-
pants will wave up in the sky 
during the workshop, and take 
pictures in front of a butterfly 
wing backdrop.

Moises Vazquez’s Cumbia 
Kids workshop invites chil-
dren of all skill levels to 
learn cumbia and other Latin 
grooves using various instru-
ments in a drum circle setting. 
Participants will experience a 
sense of community and well-
ness through music.

Francisco Ordoñez from 
Media Arts Santa Ana returns 
with his popular mural paint-
ing activity, allowing kids to 
participate in a large-scale art 

piece, exploring color and im-
agery.

Marisol Cardenas will con-
duct a fun and engaging Ojo 
de Dios or God’s Eye workshop, 
evoking the weaving motif and 
its spiritual associations for the 
Huichol and Tepehuan Indians 
of western Mexico. The God’s 
Eye is symbolic of the power 
of seeing, protection and un-
derstanding that which is un-
known and unknowable.

Adriana Martinez will share 
the history of the colorful Mex-
ican loteria game, showing kids 
how to use watercolor, paint-
ing, drawing, and composi-
tional skills to create their own 
loteria-inspired cards.

Hiba Shublak and instruc-
tors from Active Learning 
will provide dance, hip-hop 
and pop exercises, warmups, 
stretches and creative move-
ment activities. Participants 

will feel happy, get stress relief 
and burn calories in this ener-
getic dance party.

Jesus Mora from the Orange 
County Children’s Therapeutic 
Arts Center will conduct an 
engaging workshop that will 
explore story telling through 
drawing, writing, character 
design and simple stop motion 
animation.

Andrew Cervantes, aka Glit-
tering Andy, will lead partici-
pants through the art of Repu-
jado (embossed metals) and 
create their own hangable art 

IMAGINATION CELEBRATION

El Día del Niño 
helps kick off 
the festivities

COURTESY OF ARTS ORANGE COUNTY

Young musicians perform at the Día 
del Niño event. 

COURTESY OF ARTS ORANGE COUNTY

Relampago del Cielo Grupo Folklorico performs at Día del Niño. 

STAFF FILE PHOTO

Olivia Alivarez, left, has her makeup checked by, second from left 
to right, Andrea Gonzalez, Marcela Gonzalez, Kimberly Hernandez, 
Isabella Orozco and Riley Perez at the Día del Niño event in Santa 
Ana in 2015, presented by El Centro Cultural de Mexico and Arts 
Orange County’s Imagination Celebration on Sunday. The girls 
were part of the Relámpago del Cielo dance group.  

FESTIVAL » PAGE 8
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Thank you to our 2019 Camp Fair 
Sponsors and Participants!

*Sponsor logos received as ofMarch 21.

Look for these camps and more online at OCFamily.com

The 10th Annual

2
0
19

Photo Booth Sponsor
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SCHEDULE OF PERFORMERS
SATURDAY
10 a.m. — Rhythmo Mariachi Kids
10:20 a.m. — Ballet Folklorico Fraternidad De 
Bolivia
10:45 a.m. — International Peace Choir
11:10 a.m. — Emily
11:30 a.m. — Mojiganga de Oaxaca
11:50 a.m. — Nathalia
12:40 pm — Trishala Parthasarathi
1 p.m. — Music of the Ancient Americas
1:20 p.m. — Danza del Jaguar / Dance of the 
Jaguar
1:40 p.m. — Estudiantina Angeles de 
California
2:05 p.m. — Trio Ellas
2:55 p.m. — Rogue Artists Ensemble Puppetry
3:20 p.m. — Twinkle Time
4:10 p.m. — Claudia de la Cruz Flamenco
4:35 p.m. — Ballet Floklorico Pilares de México

SUNDAY
10 a.m. — OCCTAC Children’s Music Variety
10:20 a.m. — The Learning Spot Dance 
Academy
10:45 a.m. — Ballet Folklorico Fraternidad De 
Bolivia
11:10 a.m. — Mojiganga de Oaxaca
11:30 a.m. — Rhythmo Mariachi Kids
11:50 a.m. — Twinkle Time
12:40 p.m. — SOY Music and Dance Program
1 p.m. — Mariachi Los Santos
1:20 p.m. — Trio Ellas
2:10 p.m. — Calle 4 Cumbia
2:45 p.m. — Santa Ana High School Theater 
Arts Conservatory
3:05 p.m. — Mariachi Juvenil Herencia 
Michoacana
3:30 p.m. — Nathalia
4:20 p.m. — Ballet Folklorico Pilares de 
México
4:45 p.m. — OCCTAC Pre-Columbian, Mestizo 
& Contemporary Dances
Artist workshops and schedule subject to 
change.
More information can be found at 
eldiadelnino.org

piece. Repujado is a heritage 
art and many locations in 
Mexico are known for their 
metal ornaments and art.

Mercy Vasquez from South 
Coast Repertory will hold a 
fun introduction to acting 
which invites students to ex-
plore creativity, imagination, 
physical and vocal expres-
sion, storytelling and creat-
ing their own domino half 
mask.

John Highkin and San Di-
ego’s acclaimed Fern Street 
Circus are back by popular 
demand with their unique 
Circus Workshop that leads 
children of all ages through 
such activities as tumbling, 
juggling, tightwire and 
clowning in a portable cir-
cus ring.

Lucy Abdullah and instruc-
tors from Freedom Aerial will 
set up an aerial silk work rig 
and teach the fundamentals of 
aerial fitness and fun for chil-
dren.

Romina Perez from the 
Mexican Consulate will lead 
a workshop in which children 
will create a small, colorful 
piñata. Piñatas have a strong 
presence in the Mexican cul-
ture, and are used in birthday 
celebrations and holidays fes-
tivities. Everybody loves piña-
tas!

Claudia de la Cruz and in-
structors from the Claudia 
de la Cruz Flamenco Insti-
tute workshop will introduce 
the art of flamenco dance to 
participants in a very fun 
way, exploring basics such 
as zapateado (footwork), bra-
ceo (arm form), floreo (hand 
movements), palmas (hand 
clapping) and a little bit of 
singing.

Dino Perez from Color-
ing with the Community 
will have some of his imag-
inative designs on hand to 
teach color theory, color har-
monies and patterns. Partic-
ipants will be able to take 
home their finished color-
ing pages.

Maria Elena Cruz from 
Dial Art will engage children 
in mixed media art to make 

wearable buttons and mag-
nets that they can wear and 
share during the festival that 
include empowering words, 
quotes and images.

Martin Espino will show 
children how to make indige-
nous clapper sticks, exploring 
Native Californian musical 
instruments and embellish-
ing them designs from indig-
enous petroglyph.

Jeremy Hohn from Rogue 
Artists Ensemble will explore 
the Art of Puppetry through a 
hands-on workshop in which 
children will create and take 
home their very own Card-
board Box Rod puppet, go-
ing through all phases of the 
creative process to imagine a 
character and make it into a 
real puppet.

Julia Higgins from Julia 
Caroline Design will use found 
materials to create amazing 
3D works that teach creative 
reuse and its benefits in prob-
lem-solving, meeting chal-
lenges, caring for the environ-
ment, solving a need and dis-
covering the possibilities when 
one is free to invent.

Timoi will lead engaging 
activities in painting. Partic-
ipants will get to take home 
the 81/2-by-11-inch artwork 
that they make.

Festival
FROM PAGE 6

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ARTS ORANGE COUNTY

Mariachi Juvenil Herencia Michoacana performs at the Imagination Celebration’s Día del Niño event.

Children 
participate 
in a music 
workshop 
at the 
Imagination 
Celebration’s 
Día del Niño 
event.
COURTESY OF 
ARTS ORANGE 
COUNTY

COURTESY OF ARTS ORANGE COUNTY

Dancers from Ballet Folkorico Fraternidad de Bolivia perform.

Ballet Folkorico Fraternidad de Bolivia 
performs at Día del Niño, 
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elementary school kids and three 
new feature films for family 
audiences. 7 p.m.April 25, 1 p.m. 
April 26-May 2. The Lot, Fashion 
Island, 999 Newport Center 
Drive, Newport Beach. Ticket 
prices vary. 949-253-2880 or 
newportbeachfilmfest.com.
Using Art to Inspire Poetry: 
Poetry Workshop in the Hilbert 
Museum by Jodie Hollander: 
Participants will respond poeti-
cally to the scenic art inside the 
Hilbert Museum of California Art 
in Orange. Students will study 
examples of celebrated poems 
that respond to or were inspired 
by art. Then they’ll be led 
through a variety of writing ac-
tivities inspired by the museum’s 
beautiful paintings, ultimately 
leading to a draft of an original 
poem. Age range: Middle school 
through adult. 5:30-8 p.m. April 
26. Hilbert Museum of California 
Art, 167 N. Atchison St., Orange. 
Free. 714-516-5880 or www.

hilbertmuseum.com.
43rd Annual VSA Festival: 
This festival celebrates the 
artistic accomplishments of 
people with disabilities through 
the visual and performing arts. 
Participatory workshops will 
be held throughout the lower 
level of MainPlace Mall, where 
participants, their siblings, and 
the general public can make and 
take arts projects. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
April 27. MainPlace Mall, 2800 N. 
Main St., Santa Ana. Free. www.
ocde.us/vsa/Pages/default.aspx
Mission Viejo Family Art Day: 
The afternoon will be filled with 
fun hands-on activities, creative 
projects, music, food, and more. 
The Chuck Jones Center for 
Creativity will be on site with 
art activities that engage young 
and old alike. Activities for the 
entire family will include paint-
ing, sculpting, and interactive 
art projects that inspire creative 
thinking and imagination. Chil-
dren will have the opportunity to 
explore a variety of different art 
mediums and techniques. Noon-
5 p.m. April 27. Potocki Center 
for the Arts, 27301 La Paz, 
Mission Viejo. 949 470-8470 or 

email arts@cityofmissionviejo.
org
Imagination Celebration: A 
fun-filled day of activities for the 
whole family, including printmak-
ing inspired by the Chicano 
artists of Self-Help Graphics. 
1-4 p.m. April 27. Laguna Art 
Museum, 307 Cliff Drive, Laguna 
Beach. Free. 949-494-8971 or 
lagunaartmuseum.org.
Young Masters Art Show: 
This is an interactive free family 
event held at the Irvine City Hall 
Plaza. It includes children’s art 
display of more than 600 pieces 
by K-6 students in Irvine schools, 
instrumental performances from 
High School Jazz Ensembles 
and award-winning Percussion 
Group and hands-on art stations 
for guests of all ages to engage 
in creative experiences with a 
wide variety of materials. 1 p.m. 
April 27. Irvine Civic Center, One 
Civic Center Plaza, Irvine. Free. 
(Note: students’ art will remain 
on display at City Hall through 
May 9. www.assistanceleague.
org/irvine
Segerstrom Silent Disco: Join 
us on the Julianne and George 
Argyros Plaza for a silent disco — 
bring your family and your best 
dance moves. Grab a pair of our 
light-up headphones and tune in 
to your favorite one of our three 
silent DJs as they battle to bring 
you the best music of the eve-
ning. 7-10 p.m. April 27. Seger-
strom Center for the Arts, 600 
Town Center Drive, Costa Mesa. 
714-556-2787 or scfta.org
HB APA’s “Retrofest XV: 
We Are Family”: The Hunting-
ton Beach Academy for the 
Performing Arts presents its 

Music, Media and Entertainment 
Technology department’s annual 
tribute to classic rock.7:30 p.m. 
May 2-3, 2 and 7:30 p.m. May 4. 
Historic Huntington Beach Union 
High School District Audito-

rium,1905 Main St., Huntington 
Beach. 714-536-2514 or www.
hbapa.org/see
Physical Graffiti: Some of the 
most promising undergraduate 
choreographers at the UC Irvine 

Claire Trevor School of the Arts 
present original new works in 
this annual concert brimming 
with young talent. 8 p.m. May 
2-3, 2 and 8 p.m. May 4. Claire 
Trevor Theatre, 4002 Mesa 
Road, Irvine. $11-$18. www.arts.
uci.edu
Celebrate Music at UCI: An 
exciting, fast-paced evening of 
musical performances by the 
UC Irvine Department of Music’s 
outstanding students and 
faculty, including instrumental 
and vocal ensembles of all sizes, 
diverse forms of traditional clas-
sical music and jazz, and new 
works by UCI composers. 8 p.m. 
May 3. Irvine Barclay Theatre, 
4242 Campus Drive, Irvine. $7-
$20. www.arts.uci.edu
1,000 Pieces of Art: This 
county-wide show helps show-
case student art from across our 
district and city borders, bringing 
families together to experience 
the joy of imagination and cre-
ativity. Student reception 9:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. May 4. Art will be 
on display May 1-10. South Coast 
Plaza, 3333 Bristol Street, Costa 
Mesa.
Soka University’s 18th annual 
International Festival: The fes-
tival features international food, 
more than 500 dancers and mu-
sicians performing continuously 

PHOTO BY NICK KOON

Visitors can dance in a silent disco on April 21 on the Julianne and George Argyros Plaza.

STAFF FILE PHOTO

Newport Beach Film Festival Family Film Series offerings 
include Disney classic films shown on the big screen and 
short films from around the world.
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Unleash the artist
within your child

SUMMER ART CAMPS
WITH

PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTORS

Unleash the
within your child

SUMMER AR

Also offering ceramics, painting, jewelry making & more!

www.TheMuck.org \ info@themuck.org \ 714-738-6595

Muckenthaler Cultural Center
1201 West Malvern Ave., Fullerton, CA 92833 @MuckCC/ Muckenthaler
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on four stages, art exhibitions, 
ceramic sales and demonstra-
tions, games and over 250 non-
profit and business exhibitors. 
10:30 a.m.-5 p.m. May 4. Soka 
University, One University Drive, 
Aliso Viejo. Free (Parking on 
campus is $10) 949-480-4081. 
www.soka.edu
AcaLove: Southern California’s 
A Cappella Festival: The event 
brings together award-winning 
a cappella groups from all over 
Southern California. 8 p.m. May 
4. Irvine Barclay Theatre, 4242 
Campus Drive, Irvine. $7-$20. 
www.arts.uci.edu
D. Yoder Family Sundays at 
Casa Romantica: Watch an 
open-air theater performance 
with scenes from classic plays 
performed by high school 
students. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. May 
5. Casa Romantica Cultural 
Center and Gardens, 415 Avenida 
Granada, San Clemente. Free. 
949-498-2139 or www.casaro-
mantica.org
Garden of Art — Open House/
Art Show: Bring your family 
and friends and join us for an 
afternoon of viewing and creat-
ing art at Studio H Fine Art in 
Irvine. Student artwork will be on 
display from a variety of classes, 
such as painting, sculpting, 
and sketching. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
May 5. Studio H Fine Art, 2691 
Richter Ave., Suite 108, Irvine. 
949-430-7020 or www.studio-
hfineart.com.
Pacific Symphony Santiago 
Strings: Outside the Box: Pacific 
Symphony Santiago Strings 
wraps up its 2018-19 season 
with a program of rousing and 
engaging pieces, both old and 
new. 1 p.m. May 5. Renée and 
Henry Segerstrom Concert 
Hall, Segerstrom Center for 
the Arts615 Town Center Drive, 
Costa Mesa. Free, but tickets are 
required. pacificsymphony.org
Family Fun at the Center 
featuring Voices of Hope 
Children’s Choir: Enjoy a 
performance by “America’s Got 
Talent” Season 13 semifinalist 
Voices of Hope Children’s Choir 
as the ensemble sings songs of 
hope and peace, then engage in 
art-making activities, games, 
and fun for the entire family. 2 
p.m. May 5. Julianne and George 
Argyros Plaza, Segerstrom 
Center for the Arts, 600 Town 
Center Drive, Costa Mesa. Free. 
714-556-2787 or scfta.org
The Coup de Comedy Festival 
2019: A celebration of impro-
visation and comedy presented 
by Improv Revolution (iRev), 
an improvisational ensemble 

composed of undergraduate 
students from UC Irvine’s Claire 
Trevor School of the Arts. 8 a.m. 
May 8-11. UC Irvine Claire Trevor 
School of the Arts, 4000 Mesa 
Rd., Irvine. Free. www.arts.uci.
edu
Open Casa: Artists of Tomor-
row: Local high school and 
middle school students show-
case painting, drawing, ceramics 
and photography in a month-long 
juried exhibition for scholarship 
awards inside Casa Romantica 
Cultural Center and Gardens’ art 
gallery. Opening reception 6-8 
p.m. May 10. Casa Romantica 
Cultural Center and Gardens415 
Avenida Granada, San Clemente. 
Opening reception is free. Art 
will be on display through June 
2. Admission to the gallery is $5 
13 and up, free for 12 and under. 
949-498-2139 or casaroman-
tica.org

Anaheim Ballet School’s 
Hands on Dance: A free event 
for youth to make ballet-themed 
crafts, try on real tutus and 
pointe shoes, enjoy a special 
performance by Anaheim Ballet 
School students, and participate 
in mini dance classes. 2-4 p.m. 
May 11. Anaheim Cultural Arts 
Center, 280 East Lincoln Ave., 
Anaheim. Free. 714-520-0904 
or www.anaheimballet.org
OC Student 3D Art Reception 
and Ceremony: The show will 
feature approximately 100 pieces 
total of three-dimensional art 
from all grade levels. Reception 
is at 2:30 p.m. May 11. Art will be 
on display 2-8 p.m. May 11 and 
8:30 a.m.-8 p.m. May 12-14. The 
Refinery at Saddleback Church1 
Saddleback Pkwy, Lake Forest. 
Free. www.icvisualarts.org/3d-
art-show
UCI Jazz Small Groups: The 

UCI undergraduate jazz program 
will presents its quarterly con-
cert to showcase the small group 
student ensembles. There will be 
several groups under the direc-
tion of the jazz faculty. 8 p.m. 
May 15. UC Irvine Winifred Smith 
Hall, West Peltason Drive, Irvine. 
Free. www.arts.uci.edu
28th Anaheim Children’s Fes-
tival: Children and their families 
are invited to “try art” and paste, 
cut, color, paint a variety of art 
projects. With a host of high 
school volunteers, the children 
are encouraged and assisted to 
make some art. Two stages will 
provide entertainment. 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. May 18. Pearson Park, 400 
N. Harbor Blvd., Anaheim. Free. 
Muzeo.org
Free Family Day: Make art, tour 
the exhibitions on family-friendly 
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Anaheim Ballet 
School’s Hands 
on Dance is a free 
event for youth 
to make ballet- 
themed crafts, 
try on real 
tutus and 
pointe 
shoes.
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D. Yoder Family Sundays: Watch an open-air theater performance May 5  with scenes from classic plays performed by high school students.
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tours, and experience live per-
formance in the galleries. Burger 
Records will provide music and 
Lost Bean will serve tea and 
coffee. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. May 18. 
Orange County Museum of Art 
(OCMAExpand-Santa Ana), 1661 
W. Sunflower Ave., Santa Ana. 
Free. 714-780-2130 or www.
ocmaexpand.org
Spring Carnival: Explore a giant 
maze, race through an obstacle 
course, and bounce to your 
heart’s content at our outdoor 
inflatable park. Visit a petting 
zoo, have your face painted, re-
ceive a custom creation from our 
balloon artists, and watch roving 
performers throughout the day. 
1-6 p.m. May 18. Julianne and 
George Argyros Plaza, Seger-
strom Center for the Arts, 600 
Town Center Drive, Costa Mesa. 
Free. 714-556-2787 or www.
scfta.org
“Oliver Twist” by Charles 
Dickens: See an exciting stage 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ 
beloved classic, brought to life by 
a company of advanced teen act-
ing students from South Coast 
Repertory’s Theatre Conserva-
tory. This production is NOT the 
musical. Suitable for ages 11 and 
above. 4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. May 
18, 1:30 and 5 p.m. May 19, 7:30 
p.m. May 24, 4 and 7:30 p.m. May 
25, 5 p.m. May 26. South Coast 
Repertory, 655 Town Center 
Drive, Costa Mesa. $12. 714-708-
5555. www.scr.org
HB APA’s “Private Screening 
2019”: The Huntington Beach 
Academy for the Performing Arts 
has a great stable of screenwrit-
ers, directors, cinematographers, 
and editors that have spent the 
school year producing their own 
films. Join them in this special 
screening of their work in an 
environment that’s both intimate 
and informative. 6 p.m. May 18. 
APA Studio Theatre, 1905 Main 
St., Huntington Beach. Tickets 
are $10. 714-536-2514 or www.
hbapa.org/see
Paintbox: Join the Orange 
County Women’s Chorus as they 
dip their brushes into the multi-
hued possibilities of music about 
color, both literal and figurative. 
Art projects created by children 
from local schools will also be on 
display. 7 p.m. May 18. Newport 
Harbor Lutheran Church. 798 
Dover Drive, Newport Beach. 
$30 for adults, $25 for seniors 
and $15 for students with ID. 
949-451-8590 or ocwomen-
schorus.org
Pacific Symphony Youth 
Wind Ensemble: Bach Frames: 
Wrapping up its 2018-19 season, 

Pacific Symphony Youth Wind 
Ensemble will present a program 
of depth and excitement, explor-
ing the enduring musical influ-
ence of one of western music’s 
most towering figures. 1 p.m. 

May 19. Renée and Henry Seger-
strom Concert Hall, Segerstrom 
Center for the Arts, 615 Town 
Center Drive, Costa Mesa. Free, 
but tickets are required. www.
pacificsymphony.org

Pacific Symphony Youth 
Orchestra Season Finale: The 
ensemble wraps up its 2018-19 
season with one of the 20th 
century’s most revolutionary and 
influential works, Igor Stravin-

sky’s epic ballet, “The Rite of 
Spring.” 7 p.m. May 19. Renée 
and Henry Segerstrom Concert 
Hall, Segerstrom Center for the 
Arts, 615 Town Center Drive, 
Costa Mesa. Free, but tickets are 

required. www.pacificsymphony.
org
UCI Wind Ensemble: The UCI 
Wind Ensemble, under the direc-
tion of Kevin McKeown, performs 
traditional and contemporary 
works written specifically for the 
wind band genre. 8 p.m. May 20. 
UC Irvine Winifred Smith Hall, 
West Peltason Drive, Irvine. Free. 
www.arts.uci.edu
Backhausdance: The company 
performs the world premiere of 
a new work by acclaimed chore-
ographer Dwight Rhoden. 8 p.m. 
May 22. Irvine Barclay Theatre, 
4242 Campus Drive, Irvine.
UCI Jazz Orchestra: The 
orchestra will present an evening 
of the warm and exciting sounds 
of large-ensemble jazz music, 
including the classic repertoire of 
the big band era. 8 p.m. May 22. 
UC Irvine Winifred Smith Hall, 
West Peltason Drive, Irvine. Free. 
www.arts.uci.edu
“The Velveteen Rabbit”: For 
nearly a century, this beloved 
classic by Margery Williams, 
adapted here for the stage, has 
captivated and charmed children 
and adults alike. Lonely and 
forgotten, a stuffed rabbit longs 
to be real. When another toy is 
lost, he quickly becomes a little 
boy’s new favorite. As the rabbit’s 
dapper appearance gets worn and 
shabby from play, a wonderful 
change begins to happen. 7 p.m. 
May 24, 4:30 p.m. May 25, 2 and 
4:30 p.m. May 26 and additional 
performances May 31-June 2. 
South Coast Repertory, 655 Town 
Center Drive, Costa Mesa. $29 for 
adults, $23 for children. 714-708-
5555 or scr.org

Events
FROM PAGE 10

ISTOCK

Pacific Symphony Youth Wind Ensemble will present a program of depth and excitement, exploring the enduring musical 
influence of one of western music’s most towering figures on May 19.
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Have your face painted at Spring Carnival on May 18 at the Julianne and George Argyros Plaza.

For nearly 
a century, 
“The 
Velveteen 
Rabbit” by 
Margery 
Williams has 
captivated 
and 
charmed 
children and 
adults alike
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Since 1995, Arts Orange County

has been the leader in building

appreciation of, participation in,

and support for the arts and

arts education in Orange County.

Programs are made possible through the
generous support of individuals, foundations and

businesses, along with public funding from:

Learn more about us at

ArtsOC.org
Find out what’s on at

SparkOC.com

Day of the Child
Día del Niño

Imagination
Celebration

SparkOC

Voices: Veterans
Storytelling Project

Emerging
Arts Leaders

Creative Edge
Lecture

Orange County
Arts Awards


