Readings — October 25, 2020 Reformation & Bible Sunday

First Reading: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18
I'The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

2Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I
the LORD your God am holy.

15You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the
great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. '6You shall not go around as a slanderer among
your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the LORD.

7You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you
will incur guilt yourself. '¥You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.

Psalm: Psalm 46 — this psalm was Martin Luther s inspiration for A Mighty Fortress
1God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
’Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
>God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
®The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10«Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
1'The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28

1"Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 2°For “no
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law



comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the
law and the prophets, ??the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 2*they are
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2>whom God
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously
committed; 2%it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies
the one who has faith in Jesus.

2’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by
the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by
the law.

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46
34When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 33and
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 3¢“Teacher, which commandment in the
law is the greatest?”” 3’He said to him, “ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 3¥This is the greatest and first
commandment. 3?And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 4°0On these
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

4INow while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 4**“What do
you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” *He said to
them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,

44“The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,

until I put your enemies under your feet”’?

#If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?”” No one was able to give him an
answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.



