
Nurse's Update 
 
We did it! This week's end signifies completing the first two months of “in-person” school, 
September, October! I am amazed by the consistent efforts and support of all our students, families, 
and staff. 
 
It is your patience and flexibility that are keeping our school going amidst the uptick in cases across 
the state. As you may have noticed, there have been multiple schools that have gone from a hybrid 
in-person learning to full remote learning as of this week. I have reached out to understand better 
the precipitating factors related to why these schools have made that decision. In addition to the 
hockey clusters I noted last week, the trend that I have noted for a reason for increased cases this 
week have been among high school students who have attended indoor “parties” where the 
transmission is believed to be spread due to lack of wearing masks and social distancing. Not unlike 
the get-togethers these students may have had before, they are no longer outside. At this time, 
there is no “trend” of students passing Covid-19 to each other in the school settings. The vast 
majority of people have and continue to make personal sacrifices to minimize the spread for the 
greater good. Simply put, what the Thacher Community is doing is working! 
 
We are all eager for a continued, safe, and healthy 2020-2021 school year. To make this happen, we 
must continue to work collaboratively to minimize community spread. To be successful in this 
effort, we must prioritize the health and safety of our students, faculty, staff, and families as we enter 
into the holiday seasons. When traditionally travel is at its highest, we recognize that some travel and 
limited socialization are necessary for everyday life and mental well-being. Please limit travel outside 
of the state, close-contact socialization between community members, and attendance at events 
where commonsense mitigation methods are impossible. 
 
Also, please refrain from hosting or attending gatherings that exceed the maximum number allowed 
by the state of Massachusetts. If you plan to travel outside of the state, please provide me with the 
name of the state and travel dates. If traveling to a “red” state, please remember that proof of a 
negative Covid-19 test will be required within 72 hours of arrival back to MA and before returning 
to Thacher. Please keep this in mind and plan accordingly for your child's return to school 
on Monday, November 30. 
 
Thank you to all who have provided proof of administration of your student’s flu vaccine. If you 
have not provided the proof of vaccine to me yet, please do so soon. All Massachusetts students 
have until December 31, 2020, to receive their required flu vaccine; however, this is the perfect time 
to get it if you haven’t already. It is also important to keep up with your student’s yearly physical for 
which you should also provide a copy to me. 
 
If we all do our part, we will continue to reap the benefits of success and in-person learning. 
 
Click Here for the Massachusetts Travel Order, and Click Here for Governor Baker’s Holiday 
Guidance. 
 
Warmly, 
Nurse Carolynn 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order
https://www.mass.gov/news/thanksgiving-during-covid-19

