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ACT II Resale Shop
Thurs & Fri: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
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In the Adult Forum
Join us for a special September 12 Kick-Off Sunday Forum to celebrate 
our past, build our “strength for today,” and maintain a “bright hope for 
tomorrow.” We’ll gather for conversation with clergy and lay leaders who 
have been instrumental in assessing our needs and charting the course for the 
future, and we will introduce: “Seeking, Serving, Loving, Together.” Just as 
this identity is multi-faceted, so are its four elements. Each will be explored on 
successive Sundays through the lenses of the classic Anglican sources of self-
understanding: scripture, reason, and tradition.

“Scripture” Sundays will consider the biblical roots of our identity. 
“Tradition” Sundays will be dialogues on the theological traditions of our 
identity and how they have been lived out at St. Paul’s and beyond. “Reason” 
Sundays will hand the mic, so to speak, to everyone in the room in the form 
of roundtable discussions, giving all gathered the chance to discuss and reflect 
upon the topic of the day.

In keeping with St. Paul’s custom, we will take a break from our program year 
theme during Advent and Lent for forum offerings specific to those liturgical 
seasons. Look for announcements about those in the months ahead.

Sep 12:  Strength for today, 
  Bright hope for tomorrow.

Sep 19:  Seeking and Scripture
Sep 26:  Seeking and Tradition
Oct 3:  Seeking and Reason*
Oct 10:  Serving and Scripture
Oct 24:  Serving and Tradition
Oct 31: Serving and Reason* 

 
*Roundtable Sunday, may be held remotely.

mailto:jkennedy%40stpauls-church.org%20?subject=
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR, JEANNE LEINBACH

A New Year Begins
Dear friends,

As we begin a new program 
year, I would like to offer a 
special welcome to our many 
newcomers who joined us 
over the past year. What a year 

to seek out a new community! 
Thank goodness for technology, 

which assisted us in getting to 
know one another when in-person 

gatherings were not safe. I’m so glad you engaged under 
such unusual circumstances, and I am so grateful to 
staff and parishioners for nurturing this community, for 
continuing programming, and engaging new members 
over this challenging year. Thank you! Welcome! We 
look forward to sharing life together through worship, 
formation, outreach, and fellowship over the coming 
year.

I’m wondering, how many Olympics fans we have in 
this community? I loved watching the competition this 
summer. One of the athletes who caught my attention 
was Bobby Finke, the swimmer from Clearwater, 
Florida. He won the gold medal in both the Men’s 
800-meter freestyle and the 1,500-meter freestyle. These 
two races were so fun to watch. In the 800-meter, Finke 
held steady in the 4th and 5th positions throughout 
the race. In the 1,500-meter, he held steady in the 3rd 
and 4th positions. Yet, in both races, he dominated the 
last 50-meters. Even after swimming for 14 minutes in 
the 1,500-meter, he engaged his mental and physical 
fortitude — he came from behind and won the gold.   

Scripture does come to mind as I witness this athletic 
endurance. From Hebrews (12:1), “Let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us.” In our 
everyday lives, we are enduring a race, which continues. 
For our well-being, let us name what a hard year this 
has been. We have lost too many loved ones to a deadly 
virus. We are facing the stark reality of racial injustice 
in this country. We are living in the midst of hostile 
political divisions. And our various personalities seek 
different avenues of adaptation through these troubling 
times. Yet, our faith, grounded in community, provides 
us with the inspiration to endure and to thrive, to live 
life together for one another. Jesus did not ask us to 
agree with one another. Jesus inspires us to love one 
another, to elevate love over hurt and disagreement, to 
resist division and embrace community.

From Isaiah (40:31), “Those who wait for the Lord shall 
renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall 
walk and not faint.” Together, we experience God’s 
strength. Together, we experience God’s love. Share the 
Good News with family and friends. Invite them into 
our faith community in which we find meaning for life, 
enrich each other’s lives, experience peace and hope. 
Here we share Christ’s abundant love, which heals and 
inspires.

Here we go…a new year seeking, serving, loving, 
together.

In Christ,
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FROM OUR WARDENS

Giving Thanks
Dear Parish Family,

We began our term as wardens 
in February 2020 ready to tackle 
reimagining the future of St. Paul’s 
after so many wonderful house 

meetings with all of you. Of course, 
as we all know, life changed for all 

of us in March. We were faced, instead, 
with reimagining our community without 

in person contact which is so vital to any parish. It 
took a lot of energy and creativity on the part of the 
clergy, parish leadership and staff to find meaningful 
ways to connect all of us in this new world. Phone 
trees, virtual services, small group zoom meetings and 
coffee hours became a regular part of many of our 
lives. In as much as virtual communication could be 
trying at times, we can only imagine what our lives 
might have looked like if we had not had the ability 
to connect electronically. We are so grateful for so 
many of the successful initiatives that occurred this 
year. A successful stewardship campaign, dialogues on 
racism, and beautiful virtual music performances to 
name a few. Another blessing this year occurred when 
Brandon and John accepted our call to become part of 
our community – what a leap of faith for them to join 
during this strange time, and what a gift for us.

Our parish is blessed to have so many committed and 
talented members who willingly give of their time. 
Two initiatives that came out of the 2019 planning 
have made tremendous progress. The Long-Range 
Financial Planning Group has worked so hard to give 
us models and projections for the next 10 years which 
will allow the vestry to make strategic plans to insure 
the continuing vitality of the parish. The Engagement 
Committee is doing the important work of improving 
communication within and beyond the parish, as well 
as analyzing and developing the most effective ways to 
engage the parish and the community.    

This summer, as the number of 
fully vaccinated people increased 
and the number of cases declined, 
we focused on re-engaging through 
in-person gatherings. Many outdoor 
events took place, as we sought 
different ways to regather and reconnect 
safely. We are seeing so many familiar faces at 
these events as well as a steady stream of new faces. 
Clearly, we are all yearning to connect, and it feels so 
good to be together. 

While the shutdown was simple, this process of 
regathering has proved more difficult. Our knowledge 
of the virus has evolved, but so has the virus. Despite 
a good vaccination rate among our adult parishioners, 
there are members in our parish who remain vulnerable, 
especially our children and youth who are not eligible 
to be vaccinated yet. We are so thankful for the ongoing 
advice and support of both our regathering task force 
and the diocese for advice and counsel. It is a delicate 
balancing act of reconnecting in person with one 
another which is so important to our mental health, 
while maintaining a safe and welcoming environment 
for our most vulnerable. We are also so thankful to all 
of you for your patience and flexibility as we continue 
to navigate a new world. We know that this has not 
been easy. Please know that the clergy, staff and vestry 
are here for you always.

Liz Patterson,    Sam Hartwell, 
Senior Warden   Junior Warden
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ST. PAUL’S NEWCOMER MINISTRIES

Meet Another EpiscoPAL Pair
Every St. Paul’s newcomer is offered an EpiscoPAL for their 
first year here. Existing parishioner Pals get to know the 
newcomer, invite them to events, and welcome them into 
our parish life. Contact Rev. Jessie at jdodson@ stpauls-
church.org to learn more.

Christopher 
and Denise 
Wells
Christopher and Denise 
Wells made the brave 

decision last year to move 
to Cleveland Heights from 

Springfield, Ohio just as the 
pandemic began. Drawn to the city by their 

son, his wife, and their two grandchildren, the Wells 
completed the move despite the obstacles. Christopher, a 
lifelong Episcopalian, has served on Diocesan Council in 
the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Since arriving at St. Paul’s, 
Christopher has already joined the Men’s Spirituality 
Group, and looks forward to serving as a lay reader and 
choir member soon. Denise became an Episcopalian in 
middle school and has already begun serving at St. Paul’s 
as a lay reader, and as a member of both the Women’s 
Spirituality and Intercessory Prayer Groups. Both the 
Wells are retired. Denise taught Family and Consumer 
Sciences at the high school level. Christopher worked as 
a software consultant for the Air Force before serving as 
a pharmacy technician for about eight years. When not 
participating in church, the Wells both love to read, travel, 
and play with their grandchildren. Christopher enjoys 
his yoga and aqua fitness classes, and Denise takes delight 
in entertaining family and friends. When asked to reflect 
on their experience at St. Paul’s so far, they shared: “Our 
experience at Saint Paul’s has been one of joy. We love 
that there are so many programs available for us and the 
community outreach. It is a beautiful place where we can 
worship, and the friendly parishioners we have met plus 
the wonderful, caring priests are huge assets.” Welcome, 
Christopher and Denise, we’re so glad you’re here!   

Lamar and 
Ginger 
Ratcliffe
Lamar and Ginger Ratcliffe 
have been welcoming people 

into the St. Paul’s community 
for decades now. Ginger began 

attending St. Paul’s with her 
parents in 1963, and Lamar joined the 

parish once the two started seriously dating in 1986. 
The Ratcliffes learned how to build community from an 
early age, since both Ginger and Lamar’s families moved 
around frequently in their youth. When the pandemic 
allows, Ginger and Lamar like to travel to California to see 
their grown sons, their wives, and the three children they 
have between them. Both the Ratcliffes are retired now. 
Lamar, a self-described “recovering banker,” spends his 
retirement as a transition coach, helping people who are 
stuck or stalled in their career. Prior to banking, Lamar 
served in the active army, followed by 17 years in the 
Army Reserves. Ginger spent many years as an executive 
secretary, followed by many years as an at-home mom. 
After graduation from John Carroll University, she was 
involved in development work (fundraising) and ended 
up as an office manager for a group of internal medicine 
physicians at University Hospitals for the last 10 years 
of her working career. They both enjoy reading, golf, 
travel, walking for exercise, and meeting new people. 
The Ratcliffes have done nearly everything at St. Paul’s: 
participating in the Altar Guild, Stephen Ministry, 
ushering, Sunday School teaching, Vestry, Job Seekers, 
and Men’s Council. Ginger now serves as the co-chair of 
our St. Paul’s Newcomer Council, where she continues 
to share her gift of hospitality with her new EpiscoPALs, 
and all other St. Paul’s newcomers!

mailto:jdodson%40%20stpauls-church.org?subject=
mailto:jdodson%40%20stpauls-church.org?subject=
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Summer 
Retrospective

We had a busy summer of regathering and reconnecting. Take 
a look at just some of the things we were able to do together 
since May.

5 Weddings

42 In-person Sunday Worship Services

3 Holy Hikes

1 Ice Cream Social

13 Weekday Services
3 Young Adult 
Gatherings

1 EDWINS 
Graduation

6 Baptisms

3 Organ Recitals
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1 Yoga Series

1 Outdoor Movie Night

1 Independence Day Carillon Concert

1 SAGES Gathering

1 Symphonic Band Concert4 Loaves and Fishes Meals

1 Reading Camp

5 Food Drives

1 Newcomer Gathering



8    Parish Notes | September 2021

A NOTE FROM THE REV. JOHN KENNEDY

Adult Fall Formation
In a 1967 letter to his friends, Thomas 

Merton wrote, “The times are difficult. 
They call for courage and faith.” These 
words ring just as true now as they did 
then, and so I look forward to taking 
up the challenge alongside you to find 

strength and hope — courage and faith 
— for such a time as this.

Thank you for the invitation to walk with you on the 
journey of formation. Below are some highlights for 
this fall.

John+      

Theology Matters: Big Questions
Beginning October 6, TBD

Why are we here? Is there life after death? Does science 
point to or away from God? Can we make sense of 
suffering?

If these questions cross your mind from time to 
time (or perhaps regularly!), then join the Rev. John 
Kennedy for a four-session reading and discussion 
series on some of the most enduring and weighty of 
theological and philosophical questions. We’ll meet on 
four consecutive Wednesdays beginning October 6, 
location and time TBD.   

Sacred Ground
Beginning Thursday, October 14, 9 a.m.

Already familiar to many at St. Paul’s, Sacred Ground is 
a film-based dialogue series on race and faith developed 
by the national leadership of the Episcopal Church. 
It is an invitation to “peel away the layers that have 
contributed to the challenging divides of the present 
day — all while grounded in our call to faith, hope and 
love.”

Following two transformative Sacred Ground Circles 
last year, St. Paul’s is offering a third this fall led by the 
Rev. John Kennedy. Beginning October 14, we will 
gather every two weeks on Thursdays at 9 a.m. (with 
a break for the holidays) for a total of ten sessions. 
Parishioner Kaneala Nelson participated in Sacred 
Ground last year and described it as equipping his 
group with “new knowledge” to “promote racial 
healing, reconciliation and justice in our personal 
lives, our ministries and society,” and added that he 
hopes others will “accept this gift by joining others in 
this unique and fulfilling program.” Look for more 
information, including registration, soon! 

Thank You Pete Scriven!
Our weekly worship services rely on a host of faithful ministers: 
musicians, lay readers, ushers, and acolytes, just to name a few. 
But we often forget about the resolute servants who work behind 
the scenes to sustain the worshipping life of our community. No 
one is a better example of this than Pete Scriven! For eighteen long 
years, Pete has dutifully scheduled the lectors and intercessors who 
read the Word of God and lead the Prayers of the People in our 
worship each week (not to mention the Chalice Ministers who 

helped to administer Communion in pre-pandemic times, and one day will again!). After 
almost two decades in this role, Pete is understandably ready to pass the reins. We are grateful 
for Pete’s faithful devotion to this ministry over the years and hope you’ll thank him the next 
time you see him. Well done good and faithful servant! — The Rev. Brandon Ashcraft
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A NOTE FROM LAUREN DOCKERY

Children and Youth Formation
We’re excited to welcome our children and 

youth back to in-person church school 
this fall! Rev. John and I worked to 
develop a new series of Christian 
formation for our teens, as well as 
renewing our robust programs for 

children.

Formation for Children
We will continue to offer our church school classes, 
Godly Play, Workshop Adventures, and fellowship 
opportunities like The Village, and TotalChaosInTheN
ameOfTheLord!Amen!

Workshop Adventures, a class designed for the big kids 
(4th through 6th grade), will begin an exciting study 
of the book of Genesis with a field trip. The class will 
hike to Lower Shaker Lakes for a Creation Exploration 
Scavenger Hunt! Later the students will write, direct, 
and star in their own news broadcasts about the disaster 
and failures in the book of Genesis. They will cover 
Adam and Eve, Cain and Able, The Great Flood, and 
The Tower of Babel. Finally, before advent, students 
will trace Abraham and his many descendants with an 
epic family tree project.

Godly Play classrooms will once again revisit highlights 
of the Old Testament as we start the fall curriculum 
preschool through 3rd grade students. We will begin 
the year with the story of creation, followed by the story 
of Abraham and his family, the story of Moses leading 
the people out of Egypt, and the story of God guiding 
the people through the desert. In very lesson, we offer 
creative and active ways to respond to the story they 
heard, including crafts and games.   

Formation for Youth
We were thrilled when we realized St. Paul’s new 
identity statement – Seeking. Serving. Loving. Together. 
– would be a perfect foundation for this year’s youth 
curriculum. Teaching Christian formation for teenagers 
can be uniquely challenging. Youth are discovering new 
things and testing the beliefs handed to them; quick to 
turn down anything phony, simplified, or boring.

We’ve created a series of four units incorporating our 
identity statement. Each unit has a series of lessons 
where youth will deeply engage each of these ideas 
that are central to our identity as members of St. Paul’s 
and as Christians. We styled most lessons as open 
discussions, much like the Socratic method.

The series will cover everything from Bible stores to 
liberation theology, current events to contemplative 
practices, and pop psychology to Christian mysticism. 
Here’s a taste of some of the lessons we will explore:

Seeking: Quaker Clearness Committees
Serving: true service vs. toxic charity
Loving: the definition of love according to pop 

songs, bell hooks, and The Apostle Paul
Together: the story of the crowds that pursued Jesus

It’s exciting to share pieces of tradition and theology 
with teens - though we expect some to be skeptical. In 
a post-modern world, faith may seem outdated and 
irrational. Yet, as they have for centuries, the mysteries 
of Christianity deliver love, wisdom, and healing. 
More than anything we hope our youth will engage the 
questions:

What if this were true, what would that mean for 
your life?

What if searching for God, serving others, loving 
all creation, and living in community were the 
foundations of your life?

How would you change?

Let’s talk about that more.
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Formation Calendar
Children and Youth
To Contact Children and Youth Ministries: 
Lauren Dockery, ldockery@stpauls-church.org

Refresher Funday
Saturday, September 11, 10 a.m.

We are so excited to welcome back our children and 
youth lectors and acolytes! Join us on Saturday, 
September 11th to refresh your memory! If you love 
to lector and you’re in third grade or above arrive at 10 
a.m. in the nave for an overview of reading in church. If 
you love to acolyte and you’re in fourth grade or above, 
stick around for our acolyte refresher session. It’s been 
a long time so don’t miss this opportunity to get back 
into the groove of church life! RSVP by contacting 
Lauren.

Church School
Beginning Sunday, September 12, 10 a.m.

After a year and a half away, we’re excited to welcome 
children and youth back to in-person church school! 
Bring your mask and some good “I wonder?” questions 
to Kick-Off Sunday from 10 to 11 a.m. Email Lauren 
with any questions about COVID-19 safety procedures.

Youth Ministry Pool Party
Sunday, September 12, 5:30 p.m.

All youth are invited to dive into the program year! Join 
us at the Banyard’s house from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. for a 
pool party. Reunite with friends and make some new 
ones. We’ll swim, eat dinner, and have a blast catching 
up. Email Lauren to RSVP.

Total Chaos
Saturday, September 18, 2 p.m.

Total Chaos is back! Calling all 4th, 5th, and 6th 
graders! Join us for some total-chaos-in-the-name-of-
the-Lord-Amen! on Saturday, September 18 from 2 to 4 
p.m. We’ll meet on the front lawn for some epic games 
and ice cream. Email Lauren to RSVP.    

Adult Formation
To Contact: 
Rev. John Kennedy, jkennedy@stpauls-church.org

Sacred Ground
Beginning Thursday, October 14, 9 a.m.

Read Rev. John’s article on page 9, and be sure to look 
for more information, including registration, soon!

Theology Matters: Big Questions
Beginning October 6, TBD

Why are we here? Is there life after death? Does science 
point to or away from God? Can we make sense of 
suffering? If these questions cross your mind from 
time to time (or perhaps regularly!), then join the Rev. 
John Kennedy for a four-session reading and discussion 
series on some of the most enduring and weighty of 
theological and philosophical questions. We’ll meet on 
four consecutive Wednesdays beginning October 6, 
location and time TBD.

Oct 6:  “Why Are We Here?”
Oct 13:  “Is There Life After Death?”
Oct 20:  “Does Science Point Toward or Away  

  From God?”
Oct 27:  “Can We Make Sense of Suffering?”

St. Paul’s Choristers
We know that every child can sing, and we believe 
in supporting the artist within each individual 
child – helping them develop strong, healthy vocal 
skills, deep musical understanding, the ability to 
collaborate with a team, and a sense of the power 
of music to inspire our community. We offer three 
different choirs:

St. Catherine choir is for choristers in grades 
1-2

St. Cecilia/St. David choir is for choristers in 
grades 3-6

Youth Choir is for choristers in grades 7-12

Please reach out to Kelsey Ferguson with any 
questions: kferguson@stpauls-church.org

mailto:jkennedy%40stpauls-church.org?subject=
mailto:kferguson%40stpauls-church.org?subject=
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More To Come
September 22, TBD

We are working on an early fall outing to Hale Farm on 
September 22. Details to follow in Sunday Notes and 
This Week @ St. Paul’s.

Movie Night
Friday, September 24, 7:30 p.m.

Join us out under the stars for our final movie 
night. We’ll watch Pixar’s new hit, Luca, 
a story of friendship, determination, and 
adventure. We’ll meet on the East Lawn, so be 
sure to bring your comfy chairs and friends. 
Suggested donation is $5 per person or $10 
per family. Guests get in free!   

Young Adult Event
Late September, TBD

We are working on an early fall outing in late 
September. Look out for more details in Sunday Notes, 
Realm, and This Week @ St. Paul’s.

Jazz Vespers
Sunday, October 24, 5 p.m.

Join us for a service of evening prayer with jazz musical 
settings. Featuring Paul Ferguson and the Cleveland Jazz 
Orchestra. More details to come.

Submissions?
Articles and events for the next Parish Notes are due 
September 13. Send your submissions to Nathaniel 
Powell: npowell@stpauls-church.org

Anders Sorenson
Thanks to aspiring Eagle Scout Anders Sorensen, a 
section of our beloved grounds has just undergone a 
transformation! Anders unrooted several overgrown 
Juniper bushes in the garden behind the columbarium’s 
Te Deum window along Coventry Street and replaced 
them with beautiful Japanese Plum Yews, purchased 
with money he raised — much to the delight of our Lay 
Weeders. Anders is a member of Boy Scout Troop 22, 
which is chartered to St. Paul’s. We give thanks for his 
service and congratulate him on his achievement!

mailto:npowell%40stpauls-church.org?subject=
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