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Choral Evensong 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 17, 2024 | 4 p.m.

Welcome to St. Paul’s, we’re glad you’re here. Choral Evensong, originally crafted by the 
Book of Common Prayer author Thomas Cranmer, can allow us to find deeper spiritual 
connection by participating in this centuries-old Anglican tradition.

“Evensong hangs on the wall of English life like an old, familiar cloak passed through the generations. Rich 
with prayer and scripture, it is nevertheless totally non-threatening. It is a service into which all can stumble 
without censure—a rambling old house where everyone can find some corner to sit and think, to listen with 
half-attention, trailing a few absent-minded fingers of faith or doubt in its passing stream. Most religious 

celebrations gather us around a table of some sort. They hand us a book, or a plate, or speak a word of 
demanding response. They want to ‘touch’ us. Choral Evensong is a liturgical expression of Christ’s Noli 
me tangere – ‘Do not touch me. I have not yet ascended to my Father’ (St. John 20:17). It reminds us that 

thresholds can be powerful places of contemplation; and that leaving someone alone with their thoughts is not 
always denying them hospitality or welcome.”  

—Stephen Hough, pianist, composer, and writer

The People’s responses are in bold.

Prelude   Prelude, Fugue and Variation, Op. 18 César Franck 
(1822–1890)

Introit  Lord, we beseech Thee  Adrian Batten 
 (c. 1590–1637)

Lord, we beseech thee, give ear unto our prayers, and by thy gracious visitation lighten the 
darkness of our hearts, by our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Stand as the Choir and Clergy enter

Sentence of Scripture
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our selves, and the truth is not in us: But if we confess our sins, God is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
—1 John 1:8,–9
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Confession
Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and 
obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

A general Confession to be said of the whole Congregation, after the Minister, all kneeling.
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and  
remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of 
life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

Preces  Stand      Matthew Martin 
(b. 1976)

Precentor O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Precentor  O God, make speed to save us.
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.
Precentor Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Precentor Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.

Office Hymn 29 O Trinity of blessed light Bromley

Welcome   Sit The Rev. Jeanne Leinbach
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Please remain seated as the Choir chants the psalm.

Psalm 145, sung in the Myles Coverdale translation Joseph Barnby 
(1838–1896)

1 I will magnify thee, O God, my King : and I will praise thy Name for ever and ever. 
2   Every day will I give thanks unto thee : and praise thy Name for ever and ever.
3   Great is the Lord, and marvellous worthy to be praised : there is no end of his greatness.
4   One generation shall praise thy works unto another : and declare thy power.
5   As for me, I will be talking of thy worship : thy glory, thy praise, and wondrous works;
6   So that men shall speak of the might of thy marvellous acts : and I will also tell of thy greatness.
7   The memorial of thine abundant kindness shall be shewed : and men shall sing of thy righteousness.
8   The Lord is gracious, and merciful : long-suffering, and of great goodness.
9   The Lord is loving unto every man : and his mercy is over all his works.
10   All thy works praise thee, O Lord : and thy saints give thanks unto thee.
11   They shew the glory of thy kingdom : and talk of thy power;
12   That thy power, thy glory, and mightiness of thy kingdom : might be known unto men.
13   Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom : and thy dominion endureth throughout all ages.
14   The Lord upholdeth all such as fall : and lifteth up all those that are down.
15   The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord : and thou givest them their meat in due season.
16   Thou openest thine hand : and fillest all things living with plenteousness.
17   The Lord is righteous in all his ways : and holy in all his works.
18   The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him : yea, all such as call upon him faithfully.
19   He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him : he also will hear their cry, and will help them.
20   The Lord preserveth all them that love him : but scattereth abroad all the ungodly.
21   My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord : and let all flesh give thanks unto his holy Name for ever and ever.
Glory be to the Father, : and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen.

The First Reading         Exodus 3:16—4:12  
Go and assemble the elders of Israel, and say to them, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the 
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying: I have given heed to you 
and to what has been done to you in Egypt. I declare that I will bring you up out of the misery of 
Egypt, to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites, a land flowing with milk and honey.’ They will listen to your voice; and you and the 
elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, 
has met with us; let us now go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, so that we may sacrifice to 
the Lord our God.’ I know, however, that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless compelled 
by a mighty hand. So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all my wonders that I 
will perform in it; after that he will let you go. I will bring this people into such favor with the 
Egyptians that, when you go, you will not go empty-handed; each woman shall ask her neighbor 
and any woman living in the neighbor’s house for jewelry of silver and of gold, and clothing, and 
you shall put them on your sons and on your daughters; and so you shall plunder the Egyptians.”
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Then Moses answered, “But suppose they do not believe me or listen to me, but say, ‘The 
Lord did not appear to you.’” The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, 
“A staff.” And he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw the staff on the ground, and it 
became a snake; and Moses drew back from it. Then the Lord said to Moses, “Reach out your 
hand, and seize it by the tail” —so he reached out his hand and grasped it, and it became a staff 
in his hand— “so that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their ancestors, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” Again, the Lord said 
to him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” He put his hand into his cloak; and when he took 
it out, his hand was leprous, as white as snow. Then God said, “Put your hand back into your 
cloak” —so he put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored like the 
rest of his body— “If they will not believe you or heed the first sign, they may believe the second 
sign. If they will not believe even these two signs or heed you, you shall take some water from the 
Nile and pour it on the dry ground; and the water that you shall take from the Nile will become 
blood on the dry ground.”
But Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor 
even now that you have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” 
Then the Lord said to him, “Who gives speech to mortals? Who makes them mute or deaf, 
seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you 
what you are to speak.”
Here ends the Reading.

The Magnificat   Stand    The Gloucester Cathedral Service, Herbert Howells 
(1892–1983)

MY soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he hath 
regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold from henceforth all generations shall call 
me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on 
them that fear him throughout all generations. He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their 
seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things, and 
the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he 
promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
 Glory be to the Father, &c.
 As it was in the beginning, &c.

The Second Reading   Sit John 8:46–59
Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? Whoever is 
from God hears the words of God. The reason you do not hear them is that you are not from 
God.” The Jewish authorities answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan 
and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon; but I honor my Father, and you 
dishonor me. Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is one who seeks it and he is the judge.

Very truly, I tell you, whoever keeps my word will never see death.” They said to him, “Now we 
know that you have a demon. Abraham died, and so did the prophets; yet you say, ‘Whoever 
keeps my word will never taste death.’ Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? The 
prophets also died. Who do you claim to be?” Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is 
nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, he of whom you say, ‘He is our God,’ though you do 
not know him. But I know him; if I would say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you. 
But I do know him and I keep his word. Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see my 
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day; he saw it and was glad.” Then they said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you 
seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they 
picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.
Here ends the Reading.

The Nunc dimittis   Stand    Howells
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; For mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, To be a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
 Glory be to the Father, &c.
 As it was in the beginning, &c.

The Apostles’ Creed
I BELIEVE IN GOD, the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
	 suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,
	 was	crucified,	dead,	and	buried.
	 He	descended	into	hell.
	 The	third	day	he	rose	again	from	the	dead.
 He ascended into heaven,
	 and	sitteth	on	the	right	hand	of	God	the	Father	almighty.
	 From	thence	he	shall	come	to	judge	the	quick	and	the	dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
	 and	the	life	everlasting.	Amen.

The Prayers Martin
Precentor The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy spirit.
Precentor Let us pray.

Please kneel or be seated during the slight pause. Then the Choir will sing the Lord’s Prayer.
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
OUR FATHER, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. Amen.
Precentor O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Choir And grant us thy salvation.



6

Precentor O Lord, save the State.
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Precentor Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.
Precentor O Lord, save thy people.
Choir And bless thine inheritance.
Precentor Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Precentor O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collect of the Day
O Almighty God, who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of the sinful: Grant 
unto thy people that they may love the thing which thou commandest, and desire that which 
thou dost promise; that so, among the sundry and manifold changes of the world, our hearts 
may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.	

The Collect for Peace
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; Give unto 
thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may pass 
our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Collect for Aid Against All Perils
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils 
and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.	
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Anthem   Sit  Hear us, O hear us Lord Lee Hoiby 
(1926–2011)

Heare us, O heare us Lord; to thee 
A sinner is more musique, when he prayes, 
 Heare us, for till thou heare us, Lord 
 We know not what to say; 
Thine eare to our sighes, teares, thoughts gives voice and word. 
O thou who Satan heard’st in Jobs sicke day, 
Heare thy selfe now, for thou in us dost pray. 
Sonne of God heare us, and since thou 
By taking our blood, owest it us againe, 
Gaine to thy self, or us allow; 
And let not both us and thy selfe be slaine; 
O Lambe of God, which took’st our sinne 
Which could not stick to thee, 
O let it not returne to us againe, 
But Patient and Physition being free, 
As sinne is nothing, let it no where be. 
Heare us, O heare us Lord; to thee 
A sinner is more musique, when he prayes, 
Than spheares, or Angels praises bee, 
In Panegyrique Allelujaes; 
 Heare us, for till thou heare us, Lord 
 We know not what to say; 
—John Donne (1572–1631), from A Litanie

Prayers of Intercession   

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
ALMIGHTY GOD, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplications unto thee; and dost promise, that when two or three are gathered 
together	in	thy	Name	thou	wilt	grant	their	requests;	Fulfill	now,	O	Lord,	the	desires	and	
petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world 
knowledge	of	thy	truth,	and	in	the	world	to	come	life	everlasting.	Amen.

The Grace
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost,	be	with	us	all	evermore.	Amen.

Hymn 144  Lord Jesus, Sun of Righteousness Cornhill

During the singing of the hymn, an offering will be collected.
All donations will support the choir’s 2025 Pilgrimage to Salisbury Cathedral.

Thank you for your generosity.

Closing Voluntary Prelude in C Minor, BWV 546 J.S. Bach
(1685–1750)

 
During the closing voluntary, the Choir and Clergy depart. 

Please remain standing until the procession has exited the door.
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Participants in Today’s Service
Officiant The Rev. Jeanne Leinbach
Precentor The Rev. Gabriel Lawrence
Senior Choir Kevin Jones, Director
Organists Kevin Jones, Daniel Colaner 
Ushers  Nancy Goble, April Siegel-Green
Lectors  April Siegel-Green, Ann Kitchen
Livestream   Charles Parsons

Senior Choir
Sopranos Susan Barkett, Nell Davidson, Kelsey Ferguson, Susan Gray, Karen Ling, 
 Liz Rodems, *Sandra Simon, *Emily Stauch, Molly Urban
Altos *Caroline Carter, Kari Collier, Bonnie Gunzenhauser, *Kameryn Lueng,   
 Amanda Matthews, Story Rhinehart Cadiz, Michele Smolin, Meg Weingart
Tenors Jason Chance, Jim Pintner, *Rowan Taymuree, *Bradley Upham, Lawrence Wright
Basses Joseph Bellissimo, John Blackwell, *Jonathan Clark, *John McElliott,     
 Peter Meyer, Bob Seaman 
*Denotes section leaders

Permissions 
Except where noted below, the psalm, text, and form of the service taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public Domain. Texts 
of the Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

St. Paul’s seeks to include those who cannot be present with us today in the worshipping life of our community. As part of this commitment 
to evangelism and hospitality, today’s service will be livestreamed and may be photographed. If you wish to be seated outside the reach of the 
cameras, please notify an usher and they will direct you to the appropriate section of the church.
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Music in Liturgy – The Seven Last Words of Christ 
Friday, March 29, noon–3 p.m. 
 As the music for the Ecumenical Good Friday service, the Senior Choir and soloists present Théodore   
 Dubois’s “The Seven Last Words of Christ.”

Music in Liturgy – Heinrich Schütz St. John Passion 
Friday, March 29, 7:30 p.m. 
 For the presenting of the Passion Gospel at the Proper Liturgy for Good Friday, St. Paul’s Schola Cantorum  
 offers the setting by German Baroque composer Heinrich Schütz. The Passion text will be sung in English.

Choral Evensong for the Third Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, April 21, 4 p.m. 
 The Youth Choir leads the Anglican service of Choral Evensong, including responses by Peter Aston,  
 canticles by Edward Bairstow, and “The Call of Wisdom” by Will Todd.

Choral Eucharist for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, May 5, 11:15 a.m. 
 The Senior Choir offers Louis Vierne’s Messe solennelle for choir and two organs as the music of the ordinary.  
 The five-movement work in C-sharp minor was premiered at Saint-Sulpice, Paris, in December 1901, and has  
 become a staple in the repertoire of choirs throughout the world.

Complete information on all concerts may be found at 
www.stpauls-church.org/concerts

Coming Up
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ABOUT THE ORGANS

Holtkamp Organ Co., 1952
Great
 16' Quintadena
 8' Principal
 8' Flute
 8' Gedackt
 4' Octave
 4' Spitzflöte
 22/3' Quinte
 2' Super Octave
 11/3' Mixture IV
 1/2' Scharf III
 8' Trumpet

Positiv
 8' Copula
 4' Praestant
 4' Rohrflöte
 22/3' Nazard
 2' Doublette
 13/5' Tierce
 1' Fourniture III
 8' Cromorne

Swell
 8' Gamba
 8' Gamba Celeste
 8' Rohrflöte
 8' Lieblich Gedackt
 4' Octave Geigen
 4' Bourdon
 4' Aeoline
 2' Flautino
 22/3' Dolce Cornet III
 2' Plein Jeu IV
 16' Basson
 8' Fagott
 4' Rohr Schalmey
  Tremolo

Pedal
 32' Resultant (derived)
 16' Principal
 16' Quintadena (Gt)
 16' Soubasse
 8' Octave
 8' Gedackt
 4' Choralbass
 4' Nachthorn
 11/3' Mixture III
 32' Cornet V
 16' Cornet V (extension)
 16' Posaune
 8' Trumpet
 4' Schalmey

Couplers
Great to Pedal 8', 4'
Swell to Pedal 8', 4'
Positiv to Pedal 8', 4'
Swell to Great 16', 8', 4'
Swell to Positiv 16', 8', 4'
Positiv to Great 16', 8', 4'
Swell to Swell 16', 4'
Great to Great 4'



Friends of Music
THANKS TO OUR DONORS

Gabriel ($1,000+) 
Cathy & Barry Boss, in honor of Karel  
 Paukert

Archangel ($500–$999)  
Dagmar & Ted Fellowes 
Mike & Sarah Knoblauch 
Brian & Cindy Murphy 
Henry Ott-Hansen 
Akiko Sato 
Julia Whiteside, in honor of 
 Karel Paukert

Cherub ($100–$249) 
William & Laurie Buss 
Kurt & Sydney Federer 
David Gilson & Suzanne Harrington 
Jim Gray & Julie Micheletti 
Daniel Hanna 
Eunice Jones 
Stephanie Manly 
Charlie & Lynda Mayer 
John & Yuri McElliott 
Karen McKeehan & Jim Nicks 
Dave & Pris Moore 
Thomas W. & Jane A. Morris 
Ernie & Terrilee Petrey 
Bill & Sandra Powel 
Pete & Laurie Scriven 
Margaret & David Sloan 
Ed & Judy Stevens 
Sam & Meg Weingart

Angel ($50–$99) 
Anonymous 
Catherine Albers 
Denny & Mary Anderson 
Dave & Diane Banyard 
Lois Bell 
Bill & Lael Carter 
Gerald Cox 
Lee & Rick Deininger 
John Evans 
Andy & Leigh Fabens 
Bill & Becky Fuller 
Jamie and Kathy Hogg 
Donald Jackson 
Kevin Jones & Joe Bellissimo 
Jonathan & Jennie Kaffen 
Jeanne Leinbach 
Jay & Arlene Mann 
Carolyn & Steven Mawhorter 
Charley Newcomer 
Tom Nobbe 
Ed & Kathleen Nowicki 
David & Mary Osburn 
Bob Quartell & Flo D’Emilia 
Jeffrey & Susan Quill 
Steve & Joyce Rajki 
Lamar & Ginger Ratcliffe 
April Siegel-Green 
Sonja Taeusch 
Jenni Thomas

Friend ($1–$49) 
Brandon Ashcraft & Bob Vroman 
Patrick & Jenny Azouri 
Susan Barkett 
Charlie Carr 
Jason Chance 
Nell Davidson 
Lynne Distelhorst 
Sue Harris 
Dorothy King & John Protasiewicz 
George Leggiero 
Linda McCorkle 
Lisle Merriman 
Sarah-Theresa Murakami 
Jon & Robin Outcalt 
Richard Pinkerton 
Greg & Marcia Polyak 
Andrea Turner 
David & Molly Urban 
Andy & Katie Wheaton 
Ted Wilson 
Carol Wipper 
Timothy Wutrich  

THANK YOU for supporting musical events through the Friends of Music of St. Paul’s Church. 
Through these donors’ generosity we can offer programs that feature our outstanding organs and 
choirs, and that offer the congregation at St. Paul’s and the greater Cleveland community both 

musical variety and excellence. 

Concert offerings at St. Paul’s occur largely outside the operating budget and thus require financial support. We hope 
you will help us continue these successes in years to come, especially this season, by becoming a member of the Friends 
of Music. It is only through your generosity that we are able to take on such an ambitious undertaking. Please consider 
becoming a donor to assure continued support for these concerts.

To donate, please send a check (write “Friends of Music” in the memo line) to:

Friends of Music 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
2747 Fairmount Boulevard 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106

Or donate online using the QR code or by going to our website at www.stpauls-church.org/
FOMDonate.




