
St. Paul’s – March 3, 2024 
Lent 3, Year B 
Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 
 
 “The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory…full of grace 

and truth.”  These words come from the Prologue to the Gospel of John.  Let’s begin this 

morning by getting an overview of this Gospel.  Between the Prologue and the Epilogue, are two 

books: twelve chapters known as the Book of Signs and eight chapters known as the Book of 

Glory.  In the Book of Signs, Jesus performs seven signs, seven miracles revealing himself as 

divine, as the truth of life.  The Book of Glory begins with the Last Supper and details Jesus’ last 

discourses, his words of wisdom to the disciples, then his crucifixion, death, and resurrection. 

Let’s take a closer look at the Book of Signs…The first miracle is when Jesus turns water 

into wine at a wedding.  We hear: “Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and 

revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.”  Jesus performs the signs so that we will 

believe in him, in the truth he embodies.  The second miracle is healing the royal official’s son.  

The third is healing the paralyzed man at Bethesda.  The fourth is feeding the 5,000.  The fifth is 

walking on water.  The sixth is healing the man born blind.  The seventh is raising Lazarus from 

the dead.  Seven is an important number in the Bible, symbolizing completion or perfection.  

God created the heavens and the earth, Night and Day, vegetation of every kind, animals of every 

kind, and humankind all in six days.  On the seventh day, God rested.  Jesus performs seven 

signs, each revealing his divinity. 

 The Gospel passage for today, the cleansing of the Temple, comes right after the first 

miracle story.  Jesus declares that the Temple will be destroyed and in three days, it will be raised 

up.  The people gathered think he is talking about this Temple, the building, which has been 

under construction for forty-six years.  How could it possibly be destroyed and then raised up in 



three days?  The passage concludes, “But he was speaking of the temple of his body.  After he 

was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 

scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.”  So, Jesus performs seven miracles, and we are 

put on notice in the middle of these signs that Jesus will not be fully understood as the Word 

made flesh, as the truth of life, until after his death and resurrection.  The Book of Glory follows 

the Book of Signs and describes Jesus’s last days on earth.  Once we learn of the resurrection, the 

groundwork Jesus laid in the Book of Signs comes to fruition.   We now know that Jesus is the 

son of God.  We know Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. 

 Now, let’s take a closer look at today’s Gospel passage.  Let’s imagine Jesus walking into 

the Temple, the holy house of God, and witnessing the commotion:  the bellowing of cattle, the 

baaing of sheep, the cooing of doves, the rattling of coins.  He is outraged.  He overturns the 

tables and drives the moneychangers, sellers, and animals out of the Temple.  Why was this 

bustling marketplace inside the Temple?  Well, animals were sold to be used for animal sacrifice 

in the temple.  But more to the point, Jews were required to pay a tax for the upkeep of the 

Temple.  Various currencies were in use at the time and only a particular currency was accepted 

for the Temple tax.  So, these various currencies had to be converted into the accepted currency 

so the people could pay the required tax.  Along with money changers came corruption – let’s 

call it unfair trade practices.  So, what started out as a practical idea, allowing currency to be 

exchanged in order for the Temple to meet funding needs, turned into a disruptive and unethical 

situation.  We know how situations evolve over time.  The temple authorities simply became 

accustomed to the practice which served the Temple coffers, even as it came to betray values and 

priorities.  



 My sister is an accountant.  At one point, she was the Finance Director for a not-for-

profit.  When she was first getting to know the President of the Board, she found him to be 

thoughtful, a good listener.  She developed a good working relationship with him.  But with time, 

the relationship deteriorated.  He started getting into the weeds of the finances and started asking 

her more and more questions about her work.  She felt he didn’t actually understand some of the 

issues at hand, but still believed that he was thoughtful, and if she spent time with him explaining 

the issues, he would come to understand.  But, his questioning got more critical.  While my sister 

was trying to figure out how to resolve the situation, she learned that it wasn’t just her.  He was 

treating other members of the staff the same way.  The staff came together and spoke with the 

Executive Director about setting some boundaries with the Board members.  But, here’s the rub.  

The President of the Board was in a position to make a sizable donation to the organization, and 

so the Executive Director made a decision to put up with his inappropriate behavior.  When the 

President became verbally abusive, my sister realized that staying on was betraying her own 

values.  She left the organization, grateful that she was in a position financially to leave without 

having another position in place. 

 It happens gradually over time.  We make accommodations in our work life, or volunteer 

activities, or relationships.  Things might be going awry, but we hang in determined to meet 

some goal, or wanting to believe that things will get better.  Scripture shines a light and helps us 

discern when it is time to move forward, to honor our faith values and priorities.  The Book of 

Glory concludes with these words: “These signs are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.”  

We have life in Christ.  He showed us how to live, how to love, how to repent, how to give 

thanks, how to hope.  Let us give thanks for the truth that inspires our lives.  Amen. 


