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 2022 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Year-End Generosity
Pam O’Halloran, Director of Operations

We are enormously grateful to our parishioners whose faithful 
support enables the myriad outreach, formation, music, and 
pastoral ministries of St. Paul’s, none of which would be 
possible without your gifts. As we look to the coming year, 
we welcome your gifts and pledges of support for the 2022 

Annual Fund so that we can ensure the continuation of these 
important programs.

As of December 21, we have received 282 pledges or gifts toward the 2022 
Annual Fund totaling over $1,426,400. We are still far short of our minimum 
pledge total goal of $1,525,000 which is required to sustain all programs at 
their current levels. If you’ve not yet submitted your pledge to the 2022 Annual 
Fund, we ask that you do so soon. You can pledge online through the church 
website or find extra pledge forms in the pew racks. Please contact me with any 
questions: (216) 238-4008 or pohalloran@stpauls-church.org

Mystery Stock Gifts
St. Paul’s has received a stock gift that is currently unidentified — 10 
shares of PepsiCo. If this sounds familiar, please let us know so we can 
thank you! Typically, gifts of stock to the church go directly through 
a donor’s broker to Goldman Sachs, the church’s fund manager. 
Goldman Sachs is unable to identify the initiating donor.

If you have any questions about these gifts or about making gifts of 
stock to the church, please contact Brenda Burton at  
bburton@stpauls-church.org. Thank you!

Clergy
Jeanne Leinbach, Rector 
jleinbach@stpauls-church.org
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Lauren Dockery 
Director of Children’s Ministries
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Brenda Burton 
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Jenni Thomas 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
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Cleveland Heights, OH 44106

(216) 932-5815 
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Cover Photos
This issue’s cover photos are from 
our celebrations on December 12, 
2021, including Advent Lessons and 
Carols.
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Clergy Reflection
The Rev. Jeanne Leinbach

Dear Parish Family,

Gary and I are so grateful for 
all the good wishes you sent 
our way for our wedding. 
The wedding ceremony was 

deeply meaningful to both of 
us and, all around, the day was a 

wonderful celebration. Beginning 
our married life together with your love 

and support means so much to us both. Thank you!

As of late, I have been reflecting on relationships. I 
feel blessed for all the family and friends who came 
from around the country to join us for our wedding: 
Washington, California, New Mexico, Colorado, 
Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, Georgia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Connecticut, Massachusetts, and 
New York. Some of Gary’s family, I was meeting for 
the first time. Some of my friends, I had not seen 
in a long time. I met my friend, Karen, who now 
lives in California, when we were in middle school 
together in the Chicago area. We became fast friends 
and spent much time together in middle school and 
junior high. Early in high school, her family moved to 
Pennsylvania. We visited each other a couple of times, 
but then lost touch. Remarkably, we reconnected 
for a few years when we were in our 20’s and both 
living in Boston. Then, she moved to California and 
I moved back to Illinois. Over the years, we have seen 
each other on a few occasions. I flew out to California 
for her wedding; we had dinner in Chicago when 
she was in town for business. Yet, it had been a while 
since I had seen her or talked to her. I reached out 
with an invitation to Gary’s and my wedding, and 
wonderfully, she attended. (Small world…she went 
to Business School with Sam Hartwell, our Junior 
Warden).

What I find so wonderful about reconnecting with 
dear friends is that you pick up right where you left 
off. It’s as though the time between visits was days, 
not years. You laugh remembering fun times together, 
catch up on news of family and friends, and engage in 
new discussions with ease. You love this person. What 
connected you before connects you again. You know 
their heart. On reflection, lasting friendships are both 
a gift and an opportunity. Lasting friendships teach us 
that we do shape each other’s lives. We carry our loved 
ones in our hearts. The experiences we have together, 
the discussions in which we engage, our opinions, our 
perspectives, our words shape each other. Might we live 
with an active awareness of the impact of our words and 
actions, and how we shape the lives of others every day.

Just as water reflects the face, so one human heart 
reflects another. — Proverbs 27:19

I will be keeping you all in my hearts and prayers during 
my sabbatical and will look forward to being back with 
you in May.

In Christ,

 
Jeanne+
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ST. PAUL’S NEWCOMER MINISTRIES

Meet Another EpiscoPAL Pair

Every St. Paul’s newcomer is offered an EpiscoPAL for 
their first year here. Existing parishioner Pals get to know 
the newcomers, invite them to events, and welcome them 
into our parish life. To learn more, contact Rev. Jeanne at 
jleinbach@stpauls-church.org

Fritz and Barbara Thiel
Fritz and Barbara Thiel are natives of northeast Ohio 
who chose to return here in 1982. Fritz is a German 
professor, German poet, and financial adviser while 
Barbara is an architect. Their life journey has taken 
them to many universities such as Yale, University of 
Chicago, Kent State and Notre Dame. Fritz also studied 
in two different places in Germany. 

For hobbies, Barbara makes beautiful birthday cards 
and Fritz is a highly experienced horn player. They want 
the people of St. Paul’s to know that they believe that 
“all people on earth are human beings and that God is 
related to all of them.” They regularly attend worship 
services, and we are so happy to have them at St. Paul’s. 
Welcome to Fritz and Barbara!

Timothy Wutrich and 
Annie Pecastaings

Timothy Wutrich started 
attending St. Paul’s when 
Grace Lutheran closed 
in November 2015. He 
knew that Rich Israel 

was Associate Rector 
here and that a number of 

other parishioners from Grace 
had migrated to St. Paul’s. Annie 

Pecastaings is a native of France and was raised Catholic. 
Both have lived in many places including Boston, Aix-
Les-Bains (France) and Lyon (France). (Timothy wants 
us to know that he is proud to be a native Clevelander!)

Timothy has embraced the programs at St. Paul’s fully. 
He attends worship every week, completed the EfM 
program, and is on the Forum Committee. He has 
also given two talks from the pulpit: one during Lent 
and one for the Easter Vigil. He is so grateful that St. 
Paul’s exists. He loves all that the church has to offer: 
wonderful clergy, world-class musicians, and the 
beautiful building in an idyllic location. He is especially 
fond of the linden trees on the west lawn. 

Timothy and Annie both have doctorates from 
Tufts University and moved here in 2007 to teach 
at Case Western Reserve University.  He teaches in 
the Department of Classics and she teaches in the 
Department of English. 

Timothy has found in St. Paul’s a place where the 
priests challenge us to think and grow spiritually. He 
appreciates the community that includes young and old 
people from all walks of life. He finds the community 
warm, thoughtful, friendly, talented, and engaged. 
People talk about ideas, listen to each other and care. 

Timothy is a perfect person to be an EpiscoPAL for 
Newcomers, Fritz and Barbara Thiel.

mailto:jleinbach%40stpauls-church.org?subject=
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FAITH IN ACTION

ASOG Seeks New Leadership

St. Paul’s Armed Services Outreach Group (ASOG) 
was formed in 2007 as a ministry of companionship 
and support for the men and women on our parish’s 
Armed Services prayer list who serve our country at 
home and abroad. Ann Farmer served as ASOG’s first 
chair from 2007-2008, and Kathleen DeBoer served 
as chair from 2008-2021. For fourteen years, Armed 
Services Outreach Group members maintained ongoing 
personal connections with active duty servicemen and 
women, as well as with their families back home. The 
group made sure that every service member received 
birthday cards, Christmas and Easter cards, as well as 
Bibles, prayer books, and care packages. 

Members of the Armed Services Outreach Group 
included veterans and military family members who 
understood the particular challenges faced by military 
families when a loved one is away serving their country. 
Each year at Christmastime, ASOG sent books and 
small gifts to the children of service members.  Over the 
years, ASOG has helped military families with moves, 
provided meals, attended family funerals and baptisms, 
and visited sick family members. On the Tucker Hall 
balcony, ASOG maintains a lending library filled with 
books of special interest to adults and children who 
have loved ones in the Armed Services.   

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit last year, 
ASOG’s ability to hold regular meetings and offer 
companionship to military families was cut short. Few 
of ASOG’s original members remain due to the natural 
progression of life’s changes. After serving faithfully for 
13 years, Kathleen DeBoer, ASOG’s chair, has retired, 
and a search for a replacement is ongoing. Until a new 
leader steps forward, the active ministry of ASOG will 
be suspended for the time being. If you or someone you 
know has a military family background and would be 
interested in restarting this group, please contact our 
Rector, the Rev. Jeanne Leinbach (216-932-5815), or 
former chairperson, Kathleen DeBoer (216-219-0568) 
for more information.
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Left: On December 11, the Men’s Council 
performed their annual raising of our two, 
large, 14-foot wide wreaths.

Right: Our SAGES group toured the Cleveland 
Botanical Garden’s exhibit, “A Garden 
Holiday,” on December 14. Learn more about 
an upcoming event of theirs on page 7.

PHOTO GALLERY

Around the Parish
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Parish Calendar

Worship

The First Sunday after Christmas
Sunday, December 26, 10 a.m.

Christmas Lessons and Carols followed by Holy 
Eucharist. This combined service will be our only 
worship service on this day.

Epiphany Celebration
Thursday, January 6, 2022, 6 p.m.

We’ll mark the arrival of the magi and this 
great festival of light with a brief service 

of prayer and song, including music from 
our Children’s Choirs. We’ll also introduce the 

ancient Epiphany custom of ‘chalking the doors’ — a 
ritual to ask God’s blessing on our homes and our 
lives — and send everyone home with chalk and special 
prayers to observe this custom in their own homes.

Annual Meeting
On Sunday, January 23, 2022 at 10 a.m. we will gather 
as a parish to reflect and look ahead to the coming year. 
We’ll hear updates on current ministries and projects, 
and learn about programming. In addition, the 2022 
budget will be presented, and we will give thanks to 
outgoing Vestry members and elect new members. This 
year’s nominees are: Sam Hartwell, Dave Banyard, Jason 
Chance, and Jenny Azouri.

Fellowship

Young Adult Group
Wednesday, January 26, 2022, 6 p.m.

The Young Adult Group will help sort books at the 
Cleveland Kids Book Bank from 6 to 8 p.m. It’s always 
a popular event, so come help local kids by engaging 
with the gift of literacy! Maybe folks will want to chill 
in Collinwood or something afterward? The address is: 
3635 Perkins Ave, #1e, Cleveland, Ohio 44114. Contact 
Amia Wheatley for more information: amiawheatley@
gmail.com.

Outing
Tuesday, January 25, 2022

On, Tuesday, January 25, 2022, we are planning a trip 
to the Court of Common Pleas in Cleveland’s Justice 
Center (1200 Ontario Street) to sit in on parishioner 
Judge William Vodrey’s Court session.

The court convenes at 9 a.m. Judge Vodrey will meet 
us for a few minutes before the session to give us an 
idea of what to expect. The morning session generally 
runs until 11:30 a.m. We plan to have lunch at a nearby 
restaurant, and, if he can, William will join us.

St. Paul’s will provide van transportation from the 
church to the Justice Center and back to St. Paul’s. 
The van will leave the church at 8:15 a.m. If you plan 
to take the van, please register with Jenni Thomas by 
Wednesday, January 19. (jthomas@stpauls-church.org 
or 216-932-5815) Of course, you are welcome to drive 
yourself and meet us outside the court about 8:45 a.m. 
If you do plan to get there on your own and plan to stay 
for lunch, please let Jenni know so we can include you 
in lunch reservations.

Other activities under consideration for 2022 are a 
winery tour and a rescheduling of the Hale Farm and 
Village trip. Look for more to come soon!

mailto:amiawheatley%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:amiawheatley%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jthomas%40stpauls-church.org?subject=


8    Parish Notes | January 2022

Adult Formation

In the Adult Forum
Following an Advent journey through Handel’s Messiah, 
our forums in January and February will return to this 
year’s theme of Seeking, Serving, Loving, Together. 
Having delved into what scripture, tradition, and reason 
can teach us about seeking and serving in September 
and October, we’ll continue with love and community 
as they appear in the Bible, in the lives of Christians past 
and present, and in the light of our own reflections and 
experience. 

Join us on Sunday, January 9, 2022 at 10 a.m. in Tucker 
Hall or watch the livestream from home (see our 
“Worship Online” page at www.stpauls-church.org) 
as Rev. Jeanne leads us in an exploration of what the 
scriptures say about “Loving.” Here’s a complete forum 
schedule for the coming weeks:

Sunday, January 9: Seeking & Scripture 
Rev. Jeanne Leinbach

Sunday, January 16: Seeking & Reason 
Roundtable Discussion

Sunday, January 30: Seeking & Tradition  
Rev. John Kennedy in conversation 
with guest Stephen G. Post

Sunday, February 6: Theological Education Sunday 
Guest: The Rev. Canon Patrick Malloy, Ph.D

Sunday, February 13: Together & Scripture 
Rev. Jessie Gutgsell Dodson

Sunday, February 20: Together & Tradition  
Rev. Brandon Ashcraft

Sunday, February 27: Together & Reason 
Roundtable Discussion 

Spirituality on the Silver Screen
Beginning Wednesday, January 5, 2022, 6:30 p.m.

Spirituality on the Silver Screen returns! On Wednesday 
evenings between Epiphany and Lent, members of 
the St. Paul’s community will host screenings and 
discussions of movies with spiritual significance.

Out of an abundance of caution, Spirituality on the 
Silver Screen will once again be a virtual experience. 
We will watch the movies independently and gather 
on Zoom at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday nights for 
conversations led by our hosts.

To learn more, or to sign up and receive the Zoom 
link for our virtual discussions, contact Rev. John at 
jkennedy@stpauls-church.org. 

Spirituality on the Silver Screen Calendar: 

Wednesday, January 5: Contact 
hosted by Timothy Wutrich

Wednesday, January 12: The Da Vinci Code 
hosted by Kelsey Ferguson

Wednesday, January 19: Hunt for the 
Wilderpeople 
hosted by Lauren Dockery

Wednesday, January 26: Invictus 
hosted by Sam Hartwell 

Wednesday, February 2: The Straight Story 
hosted by Liz Richmond 

Wednesday, February 9: The Way 
hosted by Sally Wilson

Wednesday, February 16: Samsara 
hosted by Kaneala Nelson 

Wednesday, February 23: Defending Your Life 
hosted by William Vodrey

https://www.stpauls-church.org
mailto:jkennedy%40stpauls-church.org?subject=
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Children and Youth

Teach Godly Play
We’re looking for more teachers for our Godly Play 
classrooms. This is a great way to deepen your own 
spirituality and spend quality time with the amazing 
children in our community. If you’re interested in 
learning more about the Godly Play program and 
church school at St. Paul’s, contact Lauren: 
ldockery@stpauls-church.org.

Church School is Back!
Sunday, January 9, 2022

Mark your calendars for the return of church school! 
On January 9th our church school classrooms will open 
again for the formation hour — 10 to 11 a.m. — on 
Sunday mornings. All children will be asked to socially 
distance and wear masks at all times. We’ll also get to 
learn about God together. Be sure to check the bulletin 
on Sunday mornings to review classroom locations. 
Email Lauren Dockery with any questions: 
ldockery@stpauls-church.org.

CAST Winter One Act
Beginning Friday, February 11, 2022, 6 p.m.

This year, CAST’S (Christian Action through Student 
Theater) Winter One Act is Murder With Tomato 
Sauce by David J. Lemaster. Co-directed by Avery 
Bandy-Zalatoris and Clara Lyford, it’s a hysterically 
funny murder-mystery, as Detective Rathbone 
invites the world’s greatest detectives to dinner and 
challenges them to solve a murder. There will be three 
performances:

Friday, February 11, 6 p.m.
Saturday, February 12, 6 p.m.
Sunday, February 13, 6 p.m.

Parish Notes

Online Edition
Need a clickable  link? Head on over to our 
website! stpauls-church.org/parishnotes/

Deadlines
For the February edition of Parish Notes, please 
notify Nathaniel Powell of any submissions by 
Monday, January 3, 2022. Submissions will be due  
January 10, 2022: npowell@stpauls-church.org

Music and Art

La Nativité du Seigneur
Sunday, January 9, 2022, 4 p.m.

The performances of Olivier Messiaen’s 
chef d’oeuvre, La Nativité du Seigneur 

(The Nativity of the Lord) were a mainstay 
every January during St. Paul’s organist Karel 

Paukert’s tenure at the Cleveland Museum of Art. 
Following his retirement there, he has offered the cycle 
annually at St. Paul’s.

Nicholson B. White Gallery
Now through January 23, 2022

Be sure to view the original works by artists Charlotte 
Lees, Tom Jackson, and Amy Lewandowski. The show 
includes oil paintings, watercolors, and wooden organ 
pipes enhanced with mixed media.

Meditations
Sunday, January 30, 2022, 4 p.m.

Parishioner John Orlock and organist 
Karel Paukert offer a program of 

meditations from American Trappist 
monk Thomas Merton. Scheduled for the day 

before what would have been Merton’s 107th birthday, 
the program is interspersed with chorale preludes by J. 
S. Bach and Johannes Brahms.

mailto:ldockery%40stpauls-church.org?subject=
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PHOTO GALLERY

Faith In Action

Top two: Our Loaves and Fishes ministry 
served a festive Christmas dinner at New 
Life at Calvary Church on December 8th. 

Bottom two: We partnered with St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church to provide Christmas 
gifts for people in the St. Luke’s 
community on the Near West Side.
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FAITH IN ACTION

Advent Greens Workshop

We had a blast and were filled with the 
creative spirit of the Advent season during 
the Eliza Backus Guild’s Advent Greens 
Workshop on December 6th.
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