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James McGregor Stewart 2020 Award Winner Announced 
 
HALIFAX, N.S. – The James McGregor Stewart Society has named anti-poverty activist, Kendall Worth, as 
the 2020 recipient of their annual award, on what would have been McGregor Stewart’s 131st birthday. 
 
The Award recognizes leadership, effective advocacy and outstanding personal achievement of a person 
with a disability, capturing the spirit of Mr. James McGregor Stewart, a Pictou native who overcame 
many barriers, despite a reliance on crutches throughout his life as a result of childhood polio.   
 
Worth was selected from a field of outstanding candidates for his tireless and fearless activism as a 
journalist and outspoken advocate for systemic poverty issues, including chronic unemployment, 
disability, low pay and mental health matters. His writing has also covered the loneliness and lack of 
social contact many disadvantaged people face, and also outline the connection between poverty and 
mental health. 
 
Worth’s fearless activism has brought him to Province House, sometimes speaking at committee 
meetings, at other times rallying outside at the gate. He has covered the poverty beat in Nova Scotia like 
no other, starting with Street Feat, then the Halifax Media Co-op and now the Nova Scotia Advocate. 
The people he writes about trust him, because he is one of them.  
 
“Nova Scotia has produced exceptional advocates and we are proud to recognize Kendall as the 
backbone of anti-poverty work in Halifax and throughout the province, and even through this pandemic 
he is stronger than ever,” said Gus Reed, Co-founder of the James McGregor Stewart Society.  
 
Worth’s nominators provided a sense of the difference he has made in the lives of those he has 
touched. One stated that “Worth's op-eds show a journalist with presence of mind, and a person not 
easily taken in by those in authority.  He is a leader in that he exposes what is happening in his own 
community and calls for change. He does not give up. He is always willing to discuss, find out more and 
yet he persists as a thorn in the side of government - which has a record of batting away opposition, and 
changing the channel.” 
 
The James McGregor Stewart Award was established in 2015 by friends of the James McGregor Stewart 
Society through the Community Foundation of Nova Scotia. First in his class at Dalhousie Law School in 
1914, McGregor Stewart was also President of the Students' Council. He went on to head a Halifax law 
firm that became the present-day Stewart McKelvey. He was Chairman of Dalhousie's Board of 
Governors. In 2000, Canadian Lawyer magazine named him as one of Canada’s 10 greatest lawyers. 
 
"It certainly means a lot to me to win this award,” said Kendall Worth. “It's great to be recognized for my 
work with the Nova Scotia Advocate and my advocacy across the province." 
 
Worth follows a distinguished line of awardees, including Sarah Dube (2015), Clary Stubbert (2016), 
Gerry Post (2017), Paul Vienneau (2018), and Jenn Powley (2019). 

-30-  



About Community Foundation of Nova Scotia  
The Community Foundation of Nova Scotia is an action centre for philanthropy. We provide the 
knowledge and support for communities, charities, and citizens to realize their individual potential and 
collective possibilities. Our mission is to build strong, vibrant and diverse communities throughout Nova 
Scotia by enabling and inspiring effective philanthropy.  
 
We're part of the Community Foundations of Canada (CFC) movement - the national network for 
Canada’s 191 community foundations. CFC’s purpose is to relentlessly pursue a future where everyone 
belongs. Combined, the network holds $5.8 billion in assets and reaches 90 per cent of Canadian 
communities. The Community Foundation of Nova Scotia was established in 2008 and currently has 
more than $10.4 million in philanthropic investment under management, disbursed and committed 
grants of more than $4 million and manages and supports more than 90 funds across the province, 
including 22 scholarship and award funds.  
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