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CASANEL VINEYARDS & WINERY 

This tranquil setting with fine wine is a favorite of Wine Lovers. 

  
Casanel Vineyards is a family-owned and operated winery in Leesburg, Virginia. Owners Casey 

and Nelson DeSouza are great believers in the American dream. Nelson, who was the first son in 

a family of 12 children, came to America from Brazil in 1962 to create a better life for himself. 

That dream was shared by Casey, number 10 in a family of 11 children, and together they owned 

and operated a successful construction company in Fairfax.  

 

      
  



After retirement, Nelson's Portuguese roots called him to the wine business and along with 

Casey, they founded  Casanel Vineyards in 2006.  They started by hand planting 10,000 vines on 

seven acres and set about restoring historical buildings on the property.  The Casanel country-

style tasting room opened in October 2008 in a hand-renovated 1800s stone barn, and the 

Dawson Room tasting & event space was added in 2014.  

 

Anna and Katie, two of the three DeSouza daughters, have run the tasting room since its 

inception.  The youngest daughter, Katie DeSouza Henley, took over winery operations as the 

winemaker and head of vineyard management. Katie has worked closely under the tutelage of 

both world-renowned vineyard consultant Lucie Morton and Bordeaux-trained enologist Katell 

Griaud. 

 

                           
Casanel Winemaker, Katie DeSouza Henley                                            
 

The goal of the DeSouza family is to share their beautiful property and showcase quality 

Virginia-grown and made wines, or as they like to say: from bud-to-bottle. Since 2010, all the 

grapes are grown and processed on the property.  Casanel wines have been highly recognized for 

their quality, winning numerous awards in both Virginia state and International wine 

competitions.    

  

Casanel is open year-round Friday-Monday 11am-6pm with a short closure between Christmas 

and the New Year. Groups of 8 or more require a reservation. The Casanel Wine Club includes 

special wine tastings and private events and dinners throughout the year.   

 

Casanel Vineyards 

17956 Canby Road 

Leesburg, VA 20175 

540-751-1776 / www.casanelvineyards.com 
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