
First Presbyterian Church
Reformation Sunday

October 25, 2026
Silent Prayer of Preparation

by Reformer Joseph Renville
Many and great, O God, are your things, maker of earth and sky; your hands set

the heavens with stars, your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 
Lo, at your word the waters were formed; deep seas obey your voice. 

Grant us communion with you, star-abiding one, come unto us 
and dwell with us, with you are found the gifts of life.

 Bless us with life that has no end, eternal life with you. Amen.

To all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are weary and need rest - 
to all who are homeless, and want sheltering love, to all who pray, and

 to all who do not but ought - to all who sin and need a Savior, and to whomsoever will -
 this church opens wide its doors as a safe place in the name of Jesus. 

The Lord says, “ALL ARE WELCOME!”



                GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME

Chiming of the Bell

Prelude (8:30)                                       A Mighty Fortress is Our God                arr. Don Hustad       
                                       

Words of Welcome
Please pass the pew pads found at the end of each row and share with your neighbor. 

*The Passing of the Peace
      One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
         All: And also, with you.

Please greet one another in the peace of Christ and welcome your neighbors.

Procession of Tartans and Roll Call of the Clans   (11:00)                  Highland Cathedral                                            
                                                                                                                            David Boling, Bag Piper
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 Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Huntsville, Alabama!
We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

 *An asterisk denotes standing-in body or spirit. The congregation is invited to recite bold text together.

October 25, 2026                                                                                                      8:30 am and 11:00 am

Today’s worship service is guided by the confessions of the Presbyterian
Church, USA. Central to the first theme named in the Scots Confession is 
the presentation of various tartans—through the carrying of flags and the
wearing of tartans. Clans provided protection and economic, political, and
social support. The tartan is a symbol of love and togetherness. The Kirkin’ is
intended to encourage all participants to reflect with thanksgiving on their
own family and heritage and to celebrate God’s grace poured out for all
generations.

Reformation Sunday is a celebration of the Holy 
Spirit’s ongoing work in and through the church. 
It commemorates when Martin Luther nailed his
95 theses on the church door in Wittenberg, German
in 1517.  Presbyterians are a part of the Reformed
Tradition that descends from the work of theologians 
like Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin, and John Knox. And yet,
our shared history does not end in the 16th century,
because our tradition is “reformed and always being
reformed, by the grace of God.”



*Opening Hymn                                  

Prayer of Confession                                                       Adapted from The Second Helvetic Confession, 1566

Gracious God, in the beginning you made us according to your image, 
                       in righteousness and true holiness, good and upright.

           But we have, of our own fault, abandoned goodness and righteousness,
                       becoming subject to sin, death, and various calamities.

           Full of all wickedness, distrust, contempt and hatred, 
                       we are unable to do or even think anything good of ourselves.

           Forgive us Lord, by the grace of Christ.
           Awaken us by the Word of the Gospel and your Holy Spirit.

           Turn us away from the devil and all evil and toward you and all good,
                       and give us faith to serve you and our neighbor. Amen.

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                    The Scots Confession, 1560       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

     One:  As we believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
                 so we firmly believe that from the beginning there has been,
                 now is, and to the end of the world shall be one Kirk.
       All:  That is to say, one company and multitude of men and women  
                 chosen by God,who rightly worship and embrace God by true faith 
                 in Jesus Christ, who is the only head of the Kirk, even as it is the  
                 body and spouse of Christ Jesus.
     One: The Kirk is catholic, that is, universal, because it contains the chosen  
                of all ages, of all realms, nations, and tongues, who have communion 
                and society with God.
       All:  We most surely believe that God preserved, instructed, 
                multiplied, honored, adored, and called from death to life 
                God’s Kirk in all ages.                  



*Sung Assurance of Pardon

Time for Young Disciples 
 All children are invited to come forward during Jesus Loves Me for a message and prayer.

Children may then join Kathy Gillmore for Children’s Church (room 205). 
 Infant and toddler care is available during worship in the new Nursery (room 206).

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

The Presbyterian Promise Scholarship is a commitment by Presbyterian College (PC) to
recognize students for their merit and affiliation with the Presbyterian Church. PC seeks 
to develop students academically and spiritually in this signature scholarship. Students 
who are of members of Presbyterian churches will receive a scholarship for a minimum
of $24,000 per year for up to four years—that’s an $96,000 commitment to you. 

For more information please scan the QR code or visit the website below.
www.presby.edu/admissions/tuition-aid/presbyterian-promise/.



New Testament Reading                                                                                                                   Romans 12:1-5, NRSV

Anthem (11:00)

*Sung Prayer of Illumination                                                                                         

When the final timber lay ‘gainst the measured stones,
When the doorpost in their place overlaid with gold.
The Lord appeared to Solomon, blessing all the house,
The temple of the ark of God, pure and whole.

Come dwell in Solomon’s walls,
Come and dwell in the house of the Lord.
Where the humble bow down, seeking wisdom and strength,
For the Lord dwells within and heals their land.

Come dwell in Solomon’s walls
Come and dwell in the house of the Lord.
Where wisdom and righteousness,
Justice and holiness, join at the feet of God.

When the people of this house kneel and humbly pray,
When they turn from dark to light and your will obey.
O Lord of Heven and Lord of earth, show favor on this house,
And heal, restore, forgive, and bless, Lord we pray.

                                                                    Come and Dwell in Solomon’s Wall                                    Z. Randall Stroope
                                                                                      Chancel Choir 

Sermon                                                                 Always Being Reformed                                   Rev. Dr. Buz Wilcoxon
 
Moment of Silence                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                         From The Confession of Belhar, 1982       
           We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares  
     for the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world 
     and will do to the end. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of 
     saints called from the entire human family.
           We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and  
     through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the 
     world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church is
     witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which  
     righteousness dwells; that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of sin 
     and death, and therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitternessand enmity, that 
     God’s life-giving Word and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new obedience which can 
     open new possibilities of life for society and the world. Amen.                                                                          

Serving God with our Tithes and Offerings
     One:Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth. 
        All:Grace evokes gratitude like the voice of an echo. 
     One:Gratitude follows grace like thunder follows lightning.
        All:The two belong together, so that only gratitude can correspond to grace.

Offertory                                                                    In the Garden                                                         Arr. Joel Raney

*Doxology Hymn 606 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                                          Drawn from the Confession of 1967
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be  
     done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
     as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
                                             

FPC is excited to welcome the Rev. Dr. Buz Wilcoxon into the pulpit on this Reformation Sunday!
Buz grew up in Fairhope, AL. He attended Presbyterian College (BA) and Columbia Theological
Seminary (MDiv & DMin). He served as the Associate Pastor of Fourth Presbyterian Church in Greenville,
SC (Pastor David’s home church) and the Senior Pastor of Spring Hill Presbyterian Church in Mobile, AL.
In 2022 he was called to be the inaugural Marianne & E.G. Lassiter Chaplain & Dean of Spiritual Life at
Presbyterian College, and in the summer of 2023, he served as the acting president of the college. He
has been a member of the Board of Trustees for Columbia Theological Seminary, and he currently
chairs the South Carolina Presbytery Boundaries Team. Buz has written a number of hymns that have
been published in Presbyterian resources, some of which are included throughout today’s service. He
and his wife, Ryann, are the proud parents of two children: Lohi and Wilson.



*Charge and Benediction
*Congregational Benediction 543          God, Be the Love to Seach and Keep Me                        GREEN TYLER

Postlude (8:30)                                                                      Amazing Grace                                              arr. J. C. Pardini
Recessional of the Tartans (11:00)                           Scotland the Brave                        SCOTTISH TRADITIONAL

SENDING OURSELVES INTO THE WORLD WITH GOD’S LOVE 

*Closing Hymn



Today’s 11:00 service includes the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans, which celebrates the Scots’ unwavering faith, 
love of scripture, persistence, strong independence and devotion to their “Kirk” (Scottish for Church).

This ceremony originated in America in the 20th century as part of the ministry of 
The Rev. Dr. Peter Marshall but is based on Scottish history, legend and folklore.

Scottish Reformer John Knox (1514-1572) studied under John Calvin (1509-1564) in Geneva in 
the 1500’s, then returned to Scotland and established the first Presbyterian Churches there. 

The Scottish Parliament, at the conclusion of the Scottish Reformation, invited John Knox and five
colleagues to prepare a Confession of Faith for the church. This 1560 Confession became the Scots

Confession - it was the first Reformed Confession in the English language and has been referred to as
the Charter of the Church of Scotland and of the Presbyterian Church. Presbyterianism spread to

Ireland, and immigrants from Scotland and Ireland brought it to America.

The Celtic Cross
Throughout Scotland and Ireland, one may observe ancient crosses in churches and cemeteries. 

These crosses feature a scalloped cross superimposed upon a circle. Because of its association with
Presbyterian history, the symbol of the PC(USA) is modeled after the Celtic Cross, which represents

 the incarnate love of God in Jesus Christ and his passion and resurrection.

The Tartan
Perhaps no symbol is more associated with the Scottish tradition than the colorful Highland
 dress. The ancient tartan was described as “chequered” or “striped” or “sundrei coloured.”

 For many centuries, tartans were daily dress of the Highland people. They can be associated 
with a certain region or community, such as a District Tartan, or as a symbol of clan kinship.

 Clan can mean more than family or tribe. The clan was the basic social unit in the Highlands 
of Scotland, providing a governmental, social, religious and economic system.

 Today the notion of belonging to a clan has more to do with the distant family connection than
 survival or loyalty. We remember our Scottish ancestors’ struggle to affirm and establish that our

 Lord Jesus Christ alone is the Head of the Kirk. On behalf of all of Scottish descent among us, these
tartans are presented before Almighty God, seeking God’s blessings upon these colors and the clans

they represent, as well as upon all humankind, the entire “Clan Di,” (Gaelic for all the “Children of God”).

Scottish Thistle
In gratitude, the plant became known as the Guardian Thistle

 and was adopted as the national symbol of Scotland.

Acolyte: Safina Diane Lewis
Beadle: Nathaniel Kwakye
Cross: Coralee Ann Lewis
Bagpiper: David Boling 
Historic FPC Quilt: Anne Dillon Loflin
Special thanks is given to the Kirkin’
planning team for all their hard work
to help make this service happen!



Tartan Flags

Clan Abernethy—for the Abernethy Family
Damon Lee Abernethy
Clan Armstrong—
for the Shaver/Harper/Parker/Watson Families
John Moorman Shaver, Jr.
Clan Armstrong—
for the Armstrong/Broad/Miller Families
Leigh Weldy Wermuth
Clan Buchanan—for the Martinson Family
 Karen Kolyer Madison
Clan Campbell— for the Perkins Family
Katy Perkins Bryan
Clan Campbell—for the Stucky Family
Grace Sams Stucky
Clan Fleming/Murray of Atholl—for the Schreeder Family
Marshall Tufts Schreeder, III
Clan Fraser—
for the McKemie/Miree Families
Marian Miree Bevel
Clan Galloway—for the Galloway Family
Doyle David Galloway
Clan Gordon—for the Adams Family
Daniel Gilfrich
Clan Grant—for the Rowe Family
Dag Rowe
Clan Gray—
for the Abernethy/Brooks/Vallely Families 
Charlotte Collier Watson
Clan Grey/Sutherland—for the Grey Family
Carsten Lorah-Anne Schroer
Clan Gunn—
for the Wilson/Johnson Families
Kevin Edward Stanley
Clan Hay—for the John Hay Family
Hutton Taylor Schroer
Clan MacAdam/Chattan—for the Eric Adams Family
Sarah Adams Matthews
Clan MacAlister—for the Fee Family
Douglas Ranson Fee
Clan MacBride/MacDonald—for the McBride Family
Amy Wallace McBride King
Clan MacClaren—for the Brown Family
Victoria Ellen Goodwin
Clan MacCray—for the Cobb Family
Coleman Brent Cobb
Clan MacDonald—for the Eric Adams Family
Libbie Adams Rentz
Clan MacDonald/Clanranald —
for the Gattis/Weider/Conley Families
Thomas Mitchell Carroll

Tartan Flags

Clan MacDougall—for the Douthit Family
Maxwell Robert Carter
Clan MacFarland—for the Allen Family
Berry Baugh Allen
Clan MacGregor—
for the Morris/ Peters/Cooper Families
Camille Winter Lewis
Clan MacLaren—for the Patterson Family
Charles Lee Patterson
Clan MacMillan—for the Stucky Family
Fred Sims Stucky, III
Clan MacNab—for the Polk Family
James Allen Polk
Clan Martin/Cameron—for the Schreeder Family
Louis Daniel Schreeder
Clan Montgomery—for the Smith Family
Bob Frank Smith
Clan Morrison—for the Gillmore Family
Samuel Arthur MacNab
Clan Morrow/Roxburgh—for the Brown Family 
Leigh Morrow Brown
Clan Morrow/Murray—for the Brown Family
Douglas Edward Brown
Clan Morton/Douglas—for the Shaver Family
Suzanne Marie Shaver
Clan Robertson—for the Rodgers Family
George Loring Thomas
Clan Ross—for the Dunaway Family
Candice Rebecca Dunaway
Clan Smith—for the David Smith Family
David Alan Smith
Clan Stewart —
for the Brown/ McBride Families
Buddy Vernon Guynes
Clan Stewart—
for the Tucker, Douthit, Moore Families
Robert Joseph Wermuth
Clan Stirling/Bannockburn—for the Goodwin Family
David Ralph Goodwin
Clan Wallace—for the Hammer Family
Karen Rogers Ferguson
Clan Wallace—for the McBride Family
Glen Paul Adams
Clan Watson—for the Watson Family
J Andrew Watson, III
Clan Weymss—
for the Weems/Hudson Families
Dorothy Weems



Sunday, October 25, 2026 - Reformation Sunday
8:15am –12:00pm Nursery Room 206
8:30am –9:30am Worship Service SAN
8:45am –9:30am Children's Church RM 205
9:30am –10:30am Charles Danner Seminar GBHLR
9:30am –10:30am Children and Youth Sunday School
GBHB
10:30am –11:00am Chancel Choir Rehearsal JAH
11:00am –12:00pm Worship Service Kirkin O' Tartans SAN
11:15am –12:00pm Children's Church RM 205
5:00pm –7:00pm PYC GBH Youth Room
Monday, October 26, 2026
5:30pm –6:30pm Mission and Evangelism Meeting CH
Tuesday, October 27, 2026
10:00am –11:00am Church Staff Meeting GBHLR
5:30pm –6:30pm CE Committee Meeting CH
5:30pm –8:30pm Cub/Boy Scouts GBH
Wednesday, October 28, 2026
7:00am –8:00am Men's Bible Study CH
11:30am –12:30pm Moms at the Well Bible Study GBHB
1:30pm –3:00pm Prayer Shawl Group CH
6:00pm –7:30pm Chancel Choir Practice SAN

Thursday, October 29, 2026
10:15am –10:30am First Friends Chapel Bsmnt Rm 10
11:00am –12:00pm Prayer Group GBHB
12:00pm –1:00pm Al-Anon CH
5:00pm –6:00pm Trunk or Treat Parking Lot
Friday, October 30, 2026
Church Office Closed
Sunday, November 1, 2026 - All Saints Day Sunday
Sacrament of Communion
8:15am –12:00pm Nursery Room GBHB
8:30am –9:30am Worship Service SAN
8:45am –9:30am Children's Church RM 205
9:30am –10:30am Charles Danner Seminar GBHLR
9:30am –10:30am Children and Youth Sunday School
GBH Basement
9:30am –10:30am PYC Seniors Breakfast CH
10:30am –11:00am Chancel Choir Rehearsal SAN
11:00am –12:00pm Worship Service SAN
11:15am –12:00pm Children's Church RM 205
12:00pm –3:00pm Confirmation Offsite
5:00pm –6:30pm PYC GBHYR

Things Happening in the Life of the Church
Welcome home to the Sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church!  Worship services will continue to be

 held in the Sanctuary at 8:30 am and 11:00 am. Restrooms are down the new hallway around the corner from
the elevator on both levels. The elevator can easily be accessed by the new Lincoln Street entrance.

The flowers in the sanctuary are dedicated to the glory of God in the honor of the birthday of Bobbie O’Farrell. 

Children have a special time together during worship before going to the Godly Playroom for
 Children's Church. Parents may pick up their kids after worship from that classroom, located at the

 end of the long hallway to the left of the new elevator. A nursery is offered for our littlest Presbyterians
 during worship. This new room is also upstairs, down the long hallway, to the left of the elevator. 

Sunday School Classes meet in the Gideon Blackburn House at 9:45 am. Coffee is available in the
entranceway. The Seminar Class meets in the living room. Children and youth classes meet downstairs. 

A nursery is available in the GBH during Sunday School. 

PYC Youth Group (6th-12th graders) meets tonight from 5:00-7:00 with David and Buz for a special program. 
Speak with David or Anne Dillon for more details.

Save the Date for Trunk or Treat in partnership with the Greene Street Market on Thursday, October 29 from
5:00-6:00pm! All are welcome to participate in this fun, intergenerational event. Volunteers are needed to

sponsor trunks, and candy donations are appreciated. Speak with Kathy for more details.

All Saints’ Sunday will be celebrated on November 1 to remember members of our congregation and
immediate family members who have passed away since November 2, 2025. 

Please contact the office with your loved one’s name by Wednesday, October 29.

A New Membership Class will be held after worship on November 15. 
Contact the church office if you are interested in participating.

CH- Carriage House (GBH) 
FH- Fellowship Hall 
GBH- Gideon Blackburn House
GBHB- Gideon Blackburn House
Basement
SAN-Sanctuary

HR- Historical Room
JAH- John Allan Hall (GBH)
GBHLR- Gideon Blackburn House
Living Room
GBHYR- Gideon Blackburn House
Youth Room

Church Calendar

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271575011&event_date=2026-10-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271371480&event_date=2026-10-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271590941&event_date=2026-10-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271590952&event_date=2026-10-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271304386&event_date=2026-10-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271500216&event_date=2026-10-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271500216&event_date=2026-10-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271304383&event_date=2026-10-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271590961&event_date=2026-10-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271590953&event_date=2026-10-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271575013&event_date=2026-10-25
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271575002&event_date=2026-10-12
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271316153&event_date=2026-10-26
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271445335&event_date=2026-10-27
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271445335&event_date=2026-10-27
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271316156&event_date=2026-10-27
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=270549328&event_date=2026-10-27
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271502181&event_date=2026-10-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271513917&event_date=2026-10-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271428587&event_date=2026-10-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271497454&event_date=2026-10-21
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271513924&event_date=2026-10-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271304398&event_date=2026-10-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271304399&event_date=2026-10-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271525062&event_date=2026-10-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271346311&event_date=2026-07-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271600754&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271500227&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271371480&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271590941&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271590952&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271304386&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271500216&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271500216&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271617288&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271304383&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271590945&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271590953&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271575395&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271500224&event_date=2026-11-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271304381&event_date=2026-07-12


Church Members

Family of Virginia Bailey
Betty Dunaway
Family of Frances Byrd
Family of Tom Hudson 
Thomas Causey
Anne Michael Causey
Eleanor and George Harsh
Alice Gardner
Stella Wilson 
Sandra Stewart
Anne Whitfield
Ed Green
Becky Buckner
Alicia Beam 
Charlie Watkins 
Barbara (Bonny) Morris
Sheree Adams

Members and Relatives in Specialty Care

Hoyt Harris (Brookdale)
Cay Lambert (Huntsville Health & Rehab)
Annewhite Fuller (Whitesburg Gardens)

Military & International

Prayers for Haiti and our mission partners. 
All those serving in the armed forces; 
LT Connor Howard, U.S. Navy Pilot
Allen Pepper

PRAYER LIST

 Please take the bulletin home to add these names to your daily prayers. 
Prayer requests should be emailed to Kristin Pepper, Administrative Assistant,

 at admin@fpchsv.org. 

Friends and Family

Elsa de Ramirez (mother of Patricia Hacker)
James Polk (father of Allen Polk)
Bennett Anderson (grandson of Stacy Owens)
John Fumbanks (brother of Stacy Owens)
Bob Davis
Karen Farrell (friend of Katy Bryan)
Jim Davenport (father of Drew Davenport)
David and Claire Bailey (family of Harald Bailey)
Family of Moon Soon Kwak (Lois Lee’s father)
Sam Eidt (friend of Ed and Betty Green)
James Neely (grandson of Serena Neely)
Wendy Remple (family member of Diann Berry)
Joan Mitchell and family (grandmother of Mitch Carroll)
Harper Grace Rice (daughter of Mindy and Alan Nettles)
Randy Miller (friend of the Lee family)
Ashley McCrary (friend of Leigh Brown)
Family of Bettie Lewter (friend of Bob and Genie Miller)
Roger Holliday (father of Hamilton Holliday)
Mary Streecter
Sarah Hankins
Tate Grueling (friend of Harriet Bibb)
Jan Thompson (sister of Gail Sparks)
Misty Short Anderson and family and friends
Maggie Day & Josie (cousins of George Harsh)
The Wilmer Family (friends of Katy Bryan)
Chet Johnston (friend of Frederick Wessel)
Melinda Thompson (daughter of Mary Edith Thompson)
Rob Klouw & Katherine Randall (friends of Rachel Harrod)
Family and friends of Maxwell Carter
Kyser family (friends of Tam Bevel & Judy Howard)
Deborah Lamb (family member of the Huarotos) 
Nathan Harsh Brown Chitty (cousin of George Harsh)
Bennie Jacks (friend of George & Eleanor Harsh)
Grant Adams (brother of Glen Adams)
Emily Neely (daughter-in-law of Serena Neely)
Patty Monnett (friend of Katy Bryan)
Marie Mitchell (mother of Libby Smith)
Antony Leo (brother of Lori Smith)
Claudia Fahrner
David, Jessi, & Emma Grace Hill (friends of Davis Carter)

mailto:communications@fpchsv.org


Leadership at First Presbyterian Church
Ministry Team and Staff

(256) 536-3354

Rev. J. David Randolph, Senior Pastor.................................................................................david@fpchsv.org

Lora Bohan, First Friends Director..................................................................................ffdirector@fpchsv.org

Ellen DeAngelo, Director of Finance & Administration.......................................................finance@fpchsv.org

Kathy Gillmore, Director of Christian Education......................................................................dce@fpchsv.org
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	First Presbyterian Church
	Reformation Sunday
	October 25, 2026
	Silent Prayer of Preparation
	by Reformer Joseph Renville
	Many and great, O God, are your things, maker of earth and sky; your hands set the heavens with stars, your fingers spread the mountains and plains.
	Lo, at your word the waters were formed; deep seas obey your voice.
	Grant us communion with you, star-abiding one, come unto us
	and dwell with us, with you are found the gifts of life.
	Bless us with life that has no end, eternal life with you. Amen.


	Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Huntsville, Alabama!
	We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
	*An asterisk denotes standing-in body or spirit. The congregation is invited to recite bold text together.

	October 25, 2026                                                                                                      8:30 am and 11:00 am

	GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
	Chiming of the Bell
	Prelude (8:30)                                       A Mighty Fortress is Our God                arr. Don Hustad

	Words of Welcome
	Please pass the pew pads found at the end of each row and share with your neighbor.

	*The Passing of the Peace
	One: The peace of Christ be with you.
	All: And also, with you.
	Procession of Tartans and Roll Call of the Clans   (11:00)                  Highland Cathedral
	David Boling, Bag Piper
	WORSHIP LEADERSHIP:

	Reformation Sunday is a celebration of the Holy
	Spirit’s ongoing work in and through the church.
	It commemorates when Martin Luther nailed his
	95 theses on the church door in Wittenberg, German
	in 1517.  Presbyterians are a part of the Reformed Tradition that descends from the work of theologians
	like Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin, and John Knox. And yet, our shared history does not end in the 16th century, because our tradition is “reformed and always being reformed, by the grace of God.”
	Today’s worship service is guided by the confessions of the Presbyterian Church, USA. Central to the first theme named in the Scots Confession is
	the presentation of various tartans—through the carrying of flags and the wearing of tartans. Clans provided protection and economic, political, and social support. The tartan is a symbol of love and togetherness. The Kirkin’ is intended to encourage all participants to reflect with thanksgiving on their own family and heritage and to celebrate God’s grace poured out for all generations.


	All:  That is to say, one company and multitude of men and women
	chosen by God,who rightly worship and embrace God by true faith
	in Jesus Christ, who is the only head of the Kirk, even as it is the
	body and spouse of Christ Jesus.
	All:  We most surely believe that God preserved, instructed,
	multiplied, honored, adored, and called from death to life
	God’s Kirk in all ages.

	*Opening Hymn
	Gracious God, in the beginning you made us according to your image,
	in righteousness and true holiness, good and upright.
	But we have, of our own fault, abandoned goodness and righteousness,
	becoming subject to sin, death, and various calamities.
	Full of all wickedness, distrust, contempt and hatred,
	we are unable to do or even think anything good of ourselves.
	Forgive us Lord, by the grace of Christ.
	Awaken us by the Word of the Gospel and your Holy Spirit.
	Turn us away from the devil and all evil and toward you and all good,
	and give us faith to serve you and our neighbor. Amen.
	*Sung Assurance of Pardon

	PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
	Time for Young Disciples

	*Sung Prayer of Illumination
	New Testament Reading                                                                                                                   Romans 12:1-5, NRSV
	Anthem (11:00)
	Come and Dwell in Solomon’s Wall                                    Z. Randall Stroope
	Chancel Choir
	Sermon                                                                 Always Being Reformed                                   Rev. Dr. Buz Wilcoxon

	Moment of Silence
	RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
	We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares
	for the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world
	and will do to the end. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of
	saints called from the entire human family.
	We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and
	through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the
	world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church is
	witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which
	righteousness dwells; that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of sin
	and death, and therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitternessand enmity, that
	God’s life-giving Word and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new obedience which can
	open new possibilities of life for society and the world. Amen.
	Serving God with our Tithes and Offerings
	All:Grace evokes gratitude like the voice of an echo.
	All:The two belong together, so that only gratitude can correspond to grace.

	*Doxology Hymn 606
	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
	done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
	For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

	*Closing Hymn

	SENDING OURSELVES INTO THE WORLD WITH GOD’S LOVE
	*Charge and Benediction

	The Celtic Cross
	The Tartan
	Scottish Thistle
	Tartan Flags
	Tartan Flags
	Things Happening in the Life of the Church
	Welcome home to the Sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church!  Worship services will continue to be
	held in the Sanctuary at 8:30 am and 11:00 am. Restrooms are down the new hallway around the corner from the elevator on both levels. The elevator can easily be accessed by the new Lincoln Street entrance.
	The flowers in the sanctuary are dedicated to the glory of God in the honor of the birthday of Bobbie O’Farrell.
	Children have a special time together during worship before going to the Godly Playroom for
	Children's Church. Parents may pick up their kids after worship from that classroom, located at the
	end of the long hallway to the left of the new elevator. A nursery is offered for our littlest Presbyterians
	during worship. This new room is also upstairs, down the long hallway, to the left of the elevator.
	Sunday School Classes meet in the Gideon Blackburn House at 9:45 am. Coffee is available in the entranceway. The Seminar Class meets in the living room. Children and youth classes meet downstairs.
	A nursery is available in the GBH during Sunday School.
	PYC Youth Group (6th-12th graders) meets tonight from 5:00-7:00 with David and Buz for a special program.
	Speak with David or Anne Dillon for more details.
	Save the Date for Trunk or Treat in partnership with the Greene Street Market on Thursday, October 29 from 5:00-6:00pm! All are welcome to participate in this fun, intergenerational event. Volunteers are needed to sponsor trunks, and candy donations are appreciated. Speak with Kathy for more details.
	All Saints’ Sunday will be celebrated on November 1 to remember members of our congregation and immediate family members who have passed away since November 2, 2025.
	Please contact the office with your loved one’s name by Wednesday, October 29.
	A New Membership Class will be held after worship on November 15.
	Contact the church office if you are interested in participating.

	Church Calendar
	Sunday, October 25, 2026 - Reformation Sunday
	8:15am –12:00pm Nursery Room 206
	8:30am –9:30am Worship Service SAN
	8:45am –9:30am Children's Church RM 205
	9:30am –10:30am Charles Danner Seminar GBHLR
	9:30am –10:30am Children and Youth Sunday School GBHB
	10:30am –11:00am Chancel Choir Rehearsal JAH
	11:00am –12:00pm Worship Service Kirkin O' Tartans SAN
	11:15am –12:00pm Children's Church RM 205
	5:00pm –7:00pm PYC GBH Youth Room
	Monday, October 26, 2026
	5:30pm –6:30pm Mission and Evangelism Meeting CH

	Tuesday, October 27, 2026
	10:00am –11:00am Church Staff Meeting GBHLR
	5:30pm –6:30pm CE Committee Meeting CH
	5:30pm –8:30pm Cub/Boy Scouts GBH

	Wednesday, October 28, 2026
	7:00am –8:00am Men's Bible Study CH
	11:30am –12:30pm Moms at the Well Bible Study GBHB
	1:30pm –3:00pm Prayer Shawl Group CH
	6:00pm –7:30pm Chancel Choir Practice SAN

	Thursday, October 29, 2026
	10:15am –10:30am First Friends Chapel Bsmnt Rm 10
	11:00am –12:00pm Prayer Group GBHB
	12:00pm –1:00pm Al-Anon CH
	5:00pm –6:00pm Trunk or Treat Parking Lot

	Friday, October 30, 2026
	Church Office Closed
	Sunday, November 1, 2026 - All Saints Day Sunday
	Sacrament of Communion
	8:15am –12:00pm Nursery Room GBHB
	8:30am –9:30am Worship Service SAN
	8:45am –9:30am Children's Church RM 205
	9:30am –10:30am Charles Danner Seminar GBHLR
	9:30am –10:30am Children and Youth Sunday School GBH Basement
	9:30am –10:30am PYC Seniors Breakfast CH
	10:30am –11:00am Chancel Choir Rehearsal SAN
	11:00am –12:00pm Worship Service SAN
	11:15am –12:00pm Children's Church RM 205
	12:00pm –3:00pm Confirmation Offsite
	5:00pm –6:30pm PYC GBHYR

	PRAYER LIST
	Please take the bulletin home to add these names to your daily prayers.
	Prayer requests should be emailed to Kristin Pepper, Administrative Assistant,
	at admin@fpchsv.org.


	Church Members
	Family of Virginia Bailey
	Family of Frances Byrd
	Family of Tom Hudson
	Thomas Causey
	Anne Michael Causey
	Eleanor and George Harsh
	Alice Gardner
	Stella Wilson
	Sandra Stewart
	Anne Whitfield
	Ed Green
	Becky Buckner
	Alicia Beam
	Charlie Watkins
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	Sheree Adams

	Members and Relatives in Specialty Care
	Hoyt Harris (Brookdale)
	Cay Lambert (Huntsville Health & Rehab)
	Annewhite Fuller (Whitesburg Gardens)

	Military & International
	Prayers for Haiti and our mission partners.
	All those serving in the armed forces;
	LT Connor Howard, U.S. Navy Pilot
	Allen Pepper

	Friends and Family
	Elsa de Ramirez (mother of Patricia Hacker)
	James Polk (father of Allen Polk)
	Bennett Anderson (grandson of Stacy Owens)
	John Fumbanks (brother of Stacy Owens)
	Bob Davis
	Karen Farrell (friend of Katy Bryan)
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	Maggie Day & Josie (cousins of George Harsh)
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	Grant Adams (brother of Glen Adams)
	Emily Neely (daughter-in-law of Serena Neely)
	Patty Monnett (friend of Katy Bryan)
	Marie Mitchell (mother of Libby Smith)
	Antony Leo (brother of Lori Smith)
	Claudia Fahrner
	David, Jessi, & Emma Grace Hill (friends of Davis Carter)
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