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     There are many things I love about being your pastor. I love being a part of a church tradition that dates
back for two hundred years in this place. I love the people who make up our church community because
you all take seriously Christ's call to love and serve others. But one of my very favorite things about our
church is our church staff. 
 
     We find ourselves fully staffed at this time. And let me tell you--our staff is the dream team. Anne Dillon
Loflin has begun serving as our interim youth director, and I can tell you, as a mom to two teenagers, that
she is doing an incredible job. My girls love her and are excited to come to church for youth group every
Sunday night. The addition of Brett to our pastoral team has added a depth of joy to our team that I am
grateful for every day. Kathy Gillmore continues to blow us all away with her creative ideas of ministering to
our church's children in this challenging time. Our music ministry, led by Patricia Hacker, is the best around.
Not only does Patricia move us with incredible music on Sundays, but she ministers to this congregation as
much as Brett and I do. Patricia just celebrated her tenth anniversary at our church, and she is a gift to us
all. 
 
     And the list goes on: Gary Whited in facilities, Lois Lee as organist, Kelsey Worley in communications,
and Ellen DeAngelo in finance--all of them bring incredible gifts and energy to the day-to-day life of our
church community. And the best part? Working with them is so much fun! We genuinely enjoy each other. I
am grateful for them every day.
 
     I have a favor to ask. If you have a chance, please drop a note or email of encouragement to our staff.
Please point out what they do well and let them know you see their work and are grateful. This pandemic
has been difficult for us all, but we have so much to be thankful for still.
 
Looking forward to all that God will author in this place,

Tara
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Gratitute for this Congregation

by The Rev. Brett Gudeman

     I recently read an article that outlined a thesis postulating that there would be a great pastor exodus
following this pandemic. The argument goes that with the added stresses and pressures of wandering into the
wilderness of new technology, working in an extremely politically divisive time, and experiencing heightened
anxiety from the congregation, many pastors will be burnt out and seek new jobs in the next couple of years.
The article then laid out several things congregations could do in order to lighten the great burden many
pastors felt. As I read through the list, I teared up as I checked off each suggestion. This congregation,
completely on their own prerogative, has already cared for Tara, me, and the rest of the staff in each of the
ways the article listed. From reaching out with an encouraging note, to making sure your feedback was
constructive and not merely critical, you all have provided that grace to the entire staff and I want to say that I
am deeply grateful.

     I also want to state that I am aware that we have had technology issues and blunders along the way; some
within our control, and some outside our control. I am incredibly thankful for both our staff and volunteers who
have continued to improve, problem solve, and work through problems as they have arose. We are committed
to improving our technology engagement every week, and know how frustrating it is when it doesn’t work.
That being said, we have added another site to watch the service on. You can now view all services on
Youtube, both live and after the fact. If for some reason, you could not access the service live, go to our
Youtube Page in the afternoon: “First Presbyterian Church of Huntsville, AL” and we will be sure to get the
service up there (in addition to vimeo and facebook) even if livestreaming had issues.

     Again, thank you all for your support, care, and grace. I am thankful to be at First Presbyterian where we
care not only for our congregants and community, but also for our staff and pastors.

 

With Grace and Peace,

Brett
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     Our Presbyterian Women met Monday, Sep. 21, 2020 to install the officers for the coming year. 
Socially-distanced and masked, we were led by out-going Moderator Jo Recio, who began the meeting
with lighting the Christ candle and gave a devotional. Next, Alicia Beam, chair of the Honorary Lifetime
Membership Award committee, presented Babbs Lundy with this special recognition.  After a presentation
of Babbs’ involvement in all areas of church life and especially PW, Babbs received a certificate and a
pin.
 
     Moderator Jo called on Harriet Bibb for the installation of officers.  Officers for 2020-2021 are
Moderator: Patty Conley; 1st Vice Moderator: Peggy Galloway; 2nd Vice Moderator: Sharon
Hudson; Secretary: Susan Lewis; Treasurer: Karen Madison; Together-in-Service; Olivia Brandon; Music
Leader: Alicia Beam; Accompanist: Jo Stroud; and Publicity: Babbs Lundy.
 
     Our incoming Moderator Patty Conley suggested that our Circles plan their ways of meeting during the
pandemic and that our PW group plans to have our Gathering on Dec. 2, 2020.  Patty has
placed Bible study books in the History Room at the church for members to pick up.  If any other women
in the church are looking for a Bible study, please consider getting one of these study books.  The
lessons are written by Rev. Lynn Miller of Jackson, MS.  The title is INTO THE LIGHT: Finding Hope
through Prayers of Lament. Pastor Tara will present the first lesson via Zoom.
 
     We are also reminded that as the work of PW continues through the pandemic, our Mission Pledge
contributions are very important.
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How Can We Keep from Singing?

by Dr. Patricia Hacker
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Our Christian Education Zoom communities are up and running! There is something for everyone. Register
today on our website! Here is a general overview of our weekly offerings:

Godly Play Sunday        Sunday 9:00-9:30 am        Children any age      Zoom link emailed weekly to parents
School Zoom

Charles Danner              Sunday 9:30-10:30 am      Adults                       Zoom link emailed weekly or attend 
Seminar Class                                                                                           in person in Library

Feasting on the Word     Sunday 9:30-10:30 am      Adults                       Zoom link emailed weekly or attend  
                                                                                                                   in person in Fellowship Hall

Youth Sunday School     Sunday 9:30-10:30 am      6th-8th grade           Zoom link emailed weekly to parents
Zoom 

Peepers Sunday             Sunday 10:30-10:45 am    Preschool                 Zoom link emailed weekly to parents
School Zoom

Presbyterian Youth         Sunday 5:00-5:45 pm        6th-8th grade           Meet behind GBH
Connection

Presbyterian Youth         Sunday 5:45-6:30 pm        9th-12th grade         Meet behind GBH
Connection

Tea with Tara or             Tuesday 11:00 am             Adults                       Weekly email sent to everyone
Bevs with Brett

Men's Bible Study           Wednesday 7-8:00 am      Adults                       Zoom link emailed weekly

Wednesday Night Live    Wednesday 5-6:00 pm      Adults                       Zoom link emailed weekly
Creeds & Confessions

Wednesday Night Live    Wednesday 5-6:00 pm      Adults                       Zoom link emailed weekly
Narnia

Wednesday Night Live    Wednesday 5-6:00 pm      Children & Youth      Zoom link emailed to parents
Children's Zoom

Thursday Prayer             Thursday 11:00am             Adults                       Zoom link emailed weekly
Group

Friday Bible Study           Friday 12:00pm                  Adults                      Zoom link emailed weekly

     We need to email Zoom links for safety and security. Please register for Zoom Communities on
fpchsv.or/registration. To share licensed materials with only our congregation we need to email them or post
them inside our private Facebook group All Ages Sunday School ConnectEd. Join this group linked to our
Facebook page!

     if you are not receiving our emails please check your spam or junk folder. Sometimes they get lost in there.
If you still do not see them please let us know so we can make sure to get you the information you need!
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     Join the All Ages Sunday School ConnectEd group on Facebook! It’s the place to be to see videos,
download content, and engage with others!  This is a private Facebook group that is linked to our First
Presbyterian Church Facebook page. Only those who are associated with FPC are allowed in the group. This
is for safety and for the purpose of honoring the copyright license of purchased curriculum. We purchase it
with the understanding that we only share it with our congregation. If you are unable to attend one of our
Zoom communities you can still see the materials, and even engage in conversation with others by making a
comment or responding to others’ comments in the post.  

     You can find and request to join this private Facebook group here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/672355436929961, or go to our church’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/FPCHSV, and click on “More” then select “Groups” to find All Ages Sunday School
ConnectED. Join us and see what’s going on!
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Interim Youth Director

by Anne Dillon Loflin

     It is has been a wonderful few weeks starting back with our Youth programs! Thank you to everyone
who attended our Zoom PYC meetings in September. We are very excited to be starting back with in-
person meetings throughout the rest of the Fall! We had an amazing turnout at our first PYC back at
FPC, and enjoyed a great night of games, worship, and mission. We have many fun activities planned for
this month, and would love to see you there!

     Sunday School classes have also begun! All middle and high schoolers will meet via Zoom from 9:30-
10:30am each Sunday morning. If you or anyone you know are interested in helping with our Sunday
morning or Sunday evening events, please contact youth@fpchsv.org. 

     Keep an eye out for the weekly Youth newsletter, which includes information on upcoming events and
activities, musical selections and recommendations for your time of worship, and the weekly “Feasting on
the Word” reading. 
 
*Upcoming this month: 

Sunday, October 4th: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR PYC (Fall Break)
Sunday, October 11th: PYC at Lewter Park for dinner, games, and activities! (All ages; 5pm-6:30pm)
Saturday, October 17th: Hike at Monte Sano (Middle School; 11am-1pm)
Sunday, October 18th: PYC at FPC (Middle School 5pm-5:45pm, High School 5:45pm-6:30pm)
Saturday, October 24th: Hike at Monte Sano (High School; 11am-1pm)
Sunday, October 25th: PYC Halloween Party with S’mores at FPC (All ages; 5pm-6:30pm)
Friday, October 30th: Halloween Netflix Party Movie Night (All ages; 7pm)
 
     *COVID safety & health regulations will continue to be observed at all events and activities. We will be
practicing social distancing and masks will be required for all youth members and helpers. All food will be
distributed individually and servers will be following health precautions (i.e. gloves, masks, etc.). Please
contact youth@fpchsv.org with any questions.
 
Blessings,

Anne Dillon
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First Friends Preschool

by Lacey Guthrie

     One of the vibrant ministries of First Presbyterian Church is our preschool, First Friends.  Each
weekday, about 100 children (ages 3 months – 5 years) enter the doors of our church to learn, play, and
make friends.  This year First Friends got off to a great start on September 22nd.  While some of our
procedures have changed due to COVID-19, we are not letting it change our preschool mission and our
joyful days! Have you ever wondered what actually happens during a preschool day? 
 
     A typical day in a First Friends classroom includes art, music, free play time, circle time, which may
include learning about the calendar, weather, prayer, and songs, center activities, large group instruction,
story time, lunch, playground time, and lots of fun.  Children learn about God’s word, prayer, Bible verses,
Bible characters, and stories.  Our children love to play outside, and you might see our littlest friends
riding around downtown in our bye-bye buggies.  
 
     When working with preschool age children, even the most simple activity can turn into a wonderful
teaching moment.  And, ultimately, that’s the whole idea behind preschool — it might look like play, but
they’re actually participating in activities with real learning behind every task.  What a joy it is for us, the
staff of First Friends, to be a part of that learning!  We are thrilled to be back in the building with our
students for a new school year!
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Mission of the Month for October: Presbyterian Home for Children
 
     The Presbyterian Home for Children, located in Talladega, AL, was established in 1868, initially as an
orphanage. For the last 150 years they have provided for children in need and their families in a variety of
ways. FPC Huntsville has had a long relationship with the PHfC with members serving on the board, youth
groups and adult volunteers going to Talladega to work at the Home, providing financial assistance, and
hosting children from the Home at Maranatha. 

     The PHfC currently has the following ministries. Secure Dwellings provides transitional housing for
homeless children and their female caregivers, while assisting those caregivers towards becoming self-
sufficient. Transition to Adult Living helps young women ages 19-24 with housing and group and
individualized training to transition to independent living. Moderate Residential Care provides residential care
for children with special behavioral or educational needs. Educational services are provided through
Ascension Leadership Academy. Family Bridges provides intensive in-home counseling services for families
in need. 

This October, there are 2 ways to help the PHfC. 

     First, they need cleaning supplies. With COVID 19, cleaning has taken on even more importance. They
have asked for Lysol spray and wipes, all purpose cleaner, toilet cleaner, window cleaner, dusting spray.
Really any household cleaners! 
 
     Second, we want to share Christ’s love with them through providing home-made cookies. Channel your
inner chef and get baking! Variety is great, so please, make several kinds. Keep in mind that the cookies
need to travel well. They should be packaged in zip lock bags, with one dozen in each (can be fewer for
large cookies) and labeled with name of cookie. The only allergies they have there are to coconut and
mayonnaise- if either is used please label that as well. 
 
     Cookies and cleaning supplies need to be brought to the church by October 22 so they can be delivered
to PHfC the next day.  If you have any questions, please contact Nancy Lundy at nlundy@knology.net. 
 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
     Village of Promise needs some lunches provided for their parenting class this fall. There are several
ways you can volunteer- food prep (salad, entree, dessert), packing lunches, or delivery.

We are also still actively making bags for our Mission of the Year: Backpack Ministry.
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Mission and Evangelism

by Karen Madison
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Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!

     Second Mile Preschool wants to thank everyone at First Presbyterian Church for all the amazing art
and office supplies, gift cards, monetary donations, snacks and toys that were donated as part of the
“Mission of the Month” program! We are especially grateful for all your prayers. We have had a wonderful
start-up to the 2020-2021 school year, and I know it is through the power of prayer that we are staying
healthy and protected! 

     I would also like to give a “shout-out” to the great group of men that made the most amazing safety
partitions possible for our classrooms….David Smith, Al Steenwyk, Roy McCorkle, Charlie Watkins, Bo
Lundy, Jeff Hyatt, Ed Green and Brett Gudeman!!!!!

All our love and thanks from the staff and students at Second Mile Preschool.

Karen Lastovic, Second Mile Preschool Director
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