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     There is a book written by Eugene Peterson entitled "A Long

Obedience in the Same Direction." It is one of my favorites. The title

comes from the philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche who said, "The essential

thing in 'heaven and earth' is that there should be a long obedience in the

same direction; there results and has always resulted in the long run,

something which has made life worth living."

 

     A long obedience in the same direction best describes what it means to

be a person of faith. We orient our lives toward the person of Christ, and

though we may fail again and again, we pick ourselves up and orient

ourselves again. The point is not that we fail. The point is that we are failing

upward, better than before, always oriented toward Christ. 

 

     I do not know what the future holds. I do know, and this time of social-

distancing has confirmed it, that being a part of this church community is

an incredible blessing. I know that in the ups and downs of life, clinging to

the church and our faith can root us. I count myself blessed to be rooted

with you. Let's continue our walk of faith together, always in the same

direction, and always seeking to be obedient to God's leading.

May 2020

A New Way of Being the Church

The Rev. Dr. Tara W. Bulger
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Searching for New Life

by Brett Gudeman

As the days of quarantine and social distancing have crept on, I have found it more and more

difficult to find life. When the stay at home orders first came into place, I saw it as an

opportunity to organize, schedule, read more books, write more, in essence, “put my life back

together.” But, as the days turned into weeks and weeks finally passed the month mark, all my

good intentions have withered, and I feel I somehow have less and less energy every day. In

conversations with friends, congregants, and family, I have found this to be a similar narrative.

Our desire to work, our love of growth, feels as though it has been stifled in the present

conditions; this can cause mental health struggles, short tempers, and general apathy. Some of

my close friends have adopted a phrase repeatedly said in their home: “watch your quaran-tone

there.” Our pain has not been singular, but we have even had community struggles as there

were two instances of hate toward our Jewish siblings. All these are causes for heavy hearts.

Yet, I have seen and heard many causes for celebration from the community. From our

community rallying to adamantly condemn the crimes committed against our Jewish

neighbors, to parents spending extra time with their children, to families learning to garden, to

people meeting their neighbors for the first time, there have been countless stories of new life.

Stories about how the grace and creative instincts instilled by our God have spurred us toward

original opportunities. I, myself, have made new relationships and seen growth in my

neighborhood. But, my experiences alone haven’t been enough for me to sustain hopefulness.

I’ve needed stories of the community to remind me of the love of God and the new creation that

is happening every day. These narratives of others have pointed me back to the resurrection. 

We cannot survive and thrive in social isolation with only our own stories; we need the stories

and hope of the community. As a church community, we need to point others to the belief in

Christ so that Christ’s love and grace may lift us. Therefore, we have a responsibility, an

obligation to our community. Share our stories of new life, listen for the ones that are

happening all around us, and point everyone back to the sustainer of life, the everlasting hope,

the light in the darkness— Jesus Christ.
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New Ways to Communicate and Sing

by Dr. Patricia Hacker

   

 A few months ago, the chancel choir along with many church and community choirs

collaborated in a concert called Beauty Out of Ashes, to benefit our beloved Aeolians. During

that concert we sang the song “Be Not Afraid” by composer Craig Courtney based Isaiah 43:1-4. 

 

Be not afraid: for I have redeemed you;

Be not afraid I have called you by name.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;

When you pass through the floods, they will not sweep o’er you;

When you walk through the fire, you will not be consumed;

You are mine, you are precious in my sight.

 

Those words have been constantly in my mind, and I’ve been singing that song as part of my

daily prayer. That is a song calling your name too. God is protecting our congregation from all

this epidemic and has keeping us united through the Holy Spirit.  We didn’t celebrate Easter as

we generally celebrate, but the celebration should be every single day, because He died for us,

and live among us day and night don’t you think?

 

As we transition to our new way of living and worshiping, we constantly need to remind

ourselves that we are the body of Christ. We are the ones who made our worship a living

presence by praying, singing, and listening the word of the Lord. Together, we can make this

transition a testimony of faith, hope and love for each other, our church and our community.

 

Our plan continues to provide worshipful music with small ensembles, solos, duets, and all the

possible opportunities given following the rules of social distancing. During this time, our choir

will be divided but will continue working hard individually, piece by piece until we assemble

again. That day the sound of a shofar will call our people to join us with joy and thanksgiving. 
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We continue to support faith formation at home by providing videos that parents can access in a

special group for Sunday School associated with our church Facebook page. The Peepers Sunday

School teachers are meeting with the preschool children weekly on Zoom. There are multiple ways

for youth to connect with Louise and each other. Adult classes and small groups are encouraged to

connect using Zoom, and some are meeting weekly. I encourage everyone to find a way to connect

with others and to continue to grow in faith by spending time in God’s Word. Look on our website,

fpchsv.org, for those opportunities.

 

But most importantly we are called to live out God’s Word at this extraordinary time. The best way

to learn is by doing! Perhaps a time such as this pushes us out of the classroom and into God’s

Kingdom in the world. Do reach out to young families who are juggling work and homeschooling.

Do reach out to our mature friends who are feeling lonely and isolated. Do turn to God in prayer

during these anxious times. We want to support you in your efforts to grow in your faith and to

serve one another at this time. I encourage you to contact me at dce@fpchsv with any need or idea

you may have. We are truly in this together and I am eager to help in any way!

May 2020

Faith at Home and Connecting with Each Other

by Kathy Gillmore
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Steven Clapp has graduated from Hazel Green High School

and is very excited to be attending the University of Alabama

- Roll Tide! He is going to study Information Management

Systems with a minor in Cyber Security. He received the

Foundation in Excellence Scholarship Award. He is an avid

golfer and was on the Varsity golf team this year before their

season got cut short. He plans to continue to play as much as

possible during his college years. At this time his plan is to

stay in Huntsville after college, he feels there is abundant job

opportunity and he loves the city!
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God Bless our High School 2020 Graduates!

by Kathy Gillmore

 Langley Polk is a senior, graduating from Bob Jones High
School with a dual-enrollment Calhoun Community College
certification as an Emergency Medical Technician.
Langley has been accepted into the University of Alabama at
Birmingham's School of Nursing Dean’s Scholars Nursing
Program. Her fall semester begins August 22, 2020.
Langley has enrolled at Calhoun Community College in the
Advanced Emergency Medical Technician program (AEMT),
to receive AEMT certification prior to coursework at UAB.  
She plans on working at UAB's university hospital emergency
department upon graduation. 
Her goal is to continue her education and enter Vanderbilt
University’s graduate school while working at Vanderbilt's
emergency department system.

The Lord bless you and keep you;

the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

Numbers 6:24-26
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God Bless our High School 2020 Graduates!

by Kathy Gillmore
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Margaret Manning Stucky Margaret Manning Stucky was born at

Huntsville Hospital in 2002. She joined her parents, Amy and Fred

Stucky and older sister, Caroline at home. She was baptized by Dr.

William Cockrill on February 9, 2003. She attended preschool at First

Presbyterian Church and completed her grammar and secondary

education at Randolph School. She was confirmed as a member at First

Presbyterian Church on January 8, 2017 while Dr. Cary Speaker served

as interim pastor. She has enjoyed many activities at church including

flower guild, ushering and a mission trip to Haiti. She has also served

on the youth committee, volunteered in VBS and been a regular

attendee of Sunday school and Logos in her elementary and middle

school years. She and Fred completed a study offered at church, “The

Bible in 90 Days” and she was inspired to lead her own Bible Study in

5th grade. We are grateful for our church family and the support you

have given Margaret as she has grown in stature and faith. She will

attend Ole Miss in the fall and plans to major in English with a minor in

Intelligence and Security Studies.

Lochlin Wessel is graduating from

Randolph School. She was baptized and

confirmed at First Presbyterian. She has

participated in the Logos program, Sunday

school and youth group. She is heading to

Texas Christian University. She plans on

majoring in Communications and Political

Science. Lochlin is excited to live in Texas,

make new friends and meet new people. In

20 years, Lochlin hopes to be working in DC

in public policy and government.
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God Bless our High School 2020 Graduates!

by Kathy Gillmore
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Emily Ferguson  has played piano since kindergarten with

the same piano teacher, Ms. Kathy Stokes. She swam for

Greenwyche Swim team for 11 years (ages 6-17) and now

coaches as well. She is graduating Suma Cum Laude from

Huntsville High School.  She swam for HHS from 7-12

grade, having lettered in swimming all 6 years. Emily

attended state FBLA (future business leaders of America)

competitions and attended national one year. Emily is a

National Honor Society inductee, National Honor Society

Latin and Mu Alpha Theta. Emily Ferguson will be

attending Florida State University this fall majoring in

International Business.

Rebecca Ferguson has played piano since kindergarten with

the same piano teacher, Ms. Kathy Stokes. She swam for

Greenwyche Swim team for 11 years (ages 6-17) and now

coaches as well. She is graduating Suma Cum Laude from

Huntsville High School. She swam for HHS from 7-12 grade.

Rebecca was Vice President of FBLA (future business leaders

of America) this past year for district 6, she attended state

FBLA competitions, attending nationals for 3 years (cancelled

this year).  Rebecca is a National Honor Society inductee,

National Honor Society French (Rebecca),and Mu Alpha

Theta. Rebecca will be attending either: A) University of South

Carolina majoring in International Business in a dual

enrollment program with the University of Hong Kong OR B)

attending Georgetown University in the School of Foreign

Service (waiting till May 15 to find out for sure).



Wow. What an unexpected journey these past few months have been.

We have had to grieve the loss of some experiences we were promised

this year, like graduations, proms, school plays, last games of the

season and finishing the school year with our friends. We have had to

stop gathering together, however in some ways we are as connected as

ever. In spirit of course…just not in person. Each week that social

distancing continues, we find new ways to have fun and fellowship

together via the medium of the internet! Like our last letter, we are

continuing to meet over zoom on Sunday evenings for PYC and

checking in daily at 3 o’clock, just around the time when school would

be out. We have gotten creative on how to play games over zoom, and

our new found favorite is having to draw a person in the group and

have the others guess who it is. We have turned to a more simple way

of entertainment, but we are having a blast. 

 

We as a youth ministry are continuing to think of ideas and plans for

when we can be together again, and how we would continue ministry

in a more social distance conscious  way. We look forward to being

outside together, getting to study Scripture together and get to do life

in person together again. 

 

Our prayer for each and every one of our youth, families and church

members is that we see beauty in the midst of the chaos. That we see

God in the little things in life that bring us joy, peace and comfort. We

pray that we as a church family will continue to be intentional in our

relationships like we are being right now. We pray that God will give us

the strength to continue on this journey towards safety and a cure, but

also to help us readjust to a life that is busier when the time comes. We

pray for renewal of the spirit each and everyday to seek the positive

and to know that God is always faithful. 

 

 

May 2020

Youth Update

by Louise McCallion
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First Friends PreSchool

by Lacey Gutherie

Like all schools, First Friends Preschool had an unexpected early end to our wonderful school

year.  While making plans for our closure, we were tasked with the challenge of meeting the

needs of our preschool families as well as our preschool staff. I am pleased to share with our

church family that First Friends finances were in a position that have allowed us to compensate

our preschool teachers through the end of the school year in May.  As a Christian organization,

we have a responsibility to always address the needs of others before our own. While these are

difficult times for countless families, it was important that the ministry of First Friends was not a

financial burden on our families.  To ensure this, we are not charging tuition for April and May

from our preschool families but have shared information about making donations to the

preschool.

As we look forward August and the start of a new year, there is much to be thankful for at First

Friends.  We have an fantastic team of teachers who pour love into their students each day. We

have a supportive church body, church leadership, and church staff who lead, love, and support

our ministry.  First Friends Preschool is an incredible community of involved and dedicated

families. The ministry of First Friends would not be possible without the support of each of you. .
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Social distancing and Stay at Home orders have not slowed down this congregation’s focus on

helping others.  I am happy to share with you the areas of Mission and Evangelism where still

FPC is serving others as well as some future opportunities for service.

 

The Backpack Ministry is still going strong and will continue throughout the summer! 

Our direct partnership with The Academy of Academics and Arts (AAA) had to stop when

schools were ordered to close in March.  However, by request of AAA and the Food Bank

of N. Alabama (FBNA) we are still making 30 food kits weekly and delivering them, as well as

other donated food, to the FBNA where the student’s families may pick them up.  Any left- over

kits are distributed as needed by FBNA. The Food Kits and other donated food fill up the

back of “Old Red” (Doug and Karen Madison’s ‘91 Chevy pickup) every single week.  

The congregation is asked to please continue to provide food from the shopping list, or make

money donations to FPC for the Backpack Ministry.  Donations may also be made directly to the

Food Bank via their website.  For information on what food is needed, where to drop off food or

to have it picked up at your home contact Karen Madison at karenmadison@comcast.net.

(Pictured below) Jackie Kusiak, Counselor at the Academy for Academics and Arts, is our

contact person and the coordinator of the Backpack Ministry food kit distribution at AAA.  The

Mission and Evangelism Team voted to continue this ministry throughout the summer to aid

with present increased food needs.

  

May 2020

Mission and Evangelism

by Karen Madison
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Mission and Evangelism

by Karen Madison

Mission of the Month for May – The Cove Universal Playground.

FPC members, Melissa Jones and Chris Ann Causey are members of the Cove Universal

Playground planning committee.   From Melissa and Chris Ann: “The goal of the Cove Universal

Playground committee is to provide a playground that is both a local destination and one that

allows children with mobility, cognitive, and other impairments to easily play and engage with

their peers, building relationships with each other and between caregivers “.

 

The playground will be 15,000 square feet and will be located at the new city owned recreational

property off Taylor Road. For the month of May the congregation is asked to

prayerfully consider making a generous donation to this effort.  More information may be

obtained via the church weekly email, which will also include a link for donations.Other ways to

help during the Covid-19 restricted period:  Vicky Goodwin, an Elder serving on

the Mission and Evangelism Team, has been in contact with the Mayor’s office to inquire about

ways members in our congregation can be the most help in our community at this unique time.  

Besides supporting the Food Bank, members are encouraged to consider making donations

to the Huntsville Hospital Emergency Assistance Fund.  Also, if you are able to sew, you are

asked to sew and donate cotton masks.  You may also make donations of cotton or 1/8 inch or ¼

inch elastic for others to sew  into masks.  Contact Vicky Goodwin at

goodwingoodwins@gmail.com for more information.

 

Upcoming Mission of the Month Service Opportunities:

Ongoing – Clean used prescription bottles for the Community Free Clinic.

June – Good Samaritan summer emergency kit supplies.

July – Village of Promise, serve dinner (if regulations allow)

August – Second Mile Preschool school supply drive.

 

 

 

Page 11FPCHSV.ORG



May 2020

How to Find

FPCHSV Online

 How To Access All FPC Media Online

 

How to watch worship live at 11 AM on Sundays:

1.   Open an internet browser on your computer, phone, or ipad.

2.   Type fpchsv.org/worship into the search bar.

3.   At 11 AM, the service will begin playing, click the video. 

 

How to watch past services:

1.   Open an internet browser on your computer, phone, or ipad.

2.   Type vimeo.com/fpchsv into the search bar.

3.   All videos from past services will be on this page and can be viewed at any time, simply

click on the video you want to watch. 

 

How to watch hymn-sing videos from First Presbyterian Church:

1.   Open an internet browser on your computer, phone, or ipad.

2.   Type vimeo.com/fpchsv into the search bar.

3.   Scroll down until you see a video with a hymn title on it.

4.   Click that video. 

 

What is a podcast?

       A podcast is an audio program, similar to a radio show. In fact, many radio shows now release

their programs as podcasts also. First Presbyterian Church has started a podcast called “Rocket

City Lift” which has new episodes every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. They are 10-12

minutes long and include prayer, Scripture reading, a discussion about the Scripture by Pastor

Tara and Pastor Brett, and a closing poem or quote.

 

How to access the podcast with Iphone or Ipad:

1.   Open apple podcast app/spotify/google play/soundcloud.

2.   Search “Rocket City Lift.”

 

More resources available for children and adults can be found at our website
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Leadership at First Presbyterian Church
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