FALL
BROCHURE
See what's going on this fall
at FPC!

307 GATES AVE SE
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35801
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WELCOME LETTER
Dear Church,
I am excited for the Fall season here at First Presbyterian Huntsville!
Our staff and volunteers have worked hard to put together events and
programs that grow our faith and nurture us in fellowship.
On these pages, you will find exciting and fun programs for all ages. I
hope you can find your way to engaging in what I call "Worship, Plus
Two." Worship, Plus Two, is the idea that as the church, we gather
together to worship God each week, and beyond that, we find at least
two other places to become involved. One place should be something
that feeds and nurtures you, and one place should be something where
you can serve and encourage others. Worship, Plus Two, means that we
continue to grow in our faith and serve as Christ has taught us. In
reading the Fall Brochure, find your "Worship, Plus Two!"
We may again be in masks sometime very soon, but the Church of Jesus
Christ is still called to love and serve. I look forward to all that God
will author in this place!

The Rev. Dr. Tara W. Bulger, Senior Pastor
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FAITH FORMATION
Fall of 2021 – both familiar and new!
Our faith formation mission is to support the overall vision statement of First
Presbyterian Church, which is, “Rooted in Scripture, United in Christ, Reaching
Out in Faith.”
Reaching Out in Faith! All educational efforts start with this end goal in mind.
Serving God is at the core of our faith. Our ministry as disciples of Christ is
outside of our building, where we find the needs of our neighbors and community.
Look for lots of opportunities, familiar and new, for mission this year. The
education hour for youth will be very different this year! They will be discerning
and designing mini-mission projects to implement. After a short devotion using
the Reform curriculum, their focus will be on reaching out with mission and
discovering how the church works by actually doing church work!
United in Christ! All educational efforts seek to create a hospitable space where all
are welcomed, accepted, and safe. Loving our neighbor is at the core of our faith.
God made us to be in relationship with one another, but Scripture tells us that
those relationships are affected by sin. We enact God’s kingdom when we reach out
and help each other through life’s challenges. Look for more opportunities to
study, do mission work, and gather all the generations together so that we can do a
little body-building as the Body of Christ in this time and place.
Rooted in Scripture! All educational efforts encourage a transformative, loving
relationship with our creator. Loving God is at the core of our faith. God made
humankind in God’s image (Genesis 1:26) and it is in a relationship with God that
we find our identity. When you are in a loving relationship with someone you
spend time with them and strive to know them. You want to know what they like
and dislike, and you end up being able to predict their reactions. So it is when we
spend time with God in scripture and grow in faith. Church is the joyful place
where we gather for worship, learn the stories of our faith and traditions, and
prepare for doing mission work. Look for a class or small group to join!
Join us in this faith formation effort for the purpose of living holistically and
justly into the world. Find a place to learn, find a way to teach, and lead others to
join you!

3

INTERGENERATIONAL MINISTRY
Intergenerational Ministry - nurturing our relationships with God and God’s
people
The “faith community” approach is an important way for children and youth to
learn what it means to be a Christian. It’s also a way older folks fulfil their vows to
help a child know and follow Jesus Christ – by direct mentorship or merely being in
the same room with them as they are going about the business of discipleship. All
adults in a congregation teach by a smile in worship or in the hallway, sharing the
experiences they have had making a difference in the world, and sharing their
reflection on scripture and traditions that have impacted their life and times.
Jesus welcomed the children, preached to large crowds, taught in households, and
gathered and engaged small groups. Let’s, too, be varied, creative and all-age
inclusive as we worship, learn, and serve together!
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Intergenerational opportunities to worship, learn and serve together:
Wednesday Night Live! - 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
September 8 – November 17
January 12 – March 9
Mission and Game Night on October 15 - 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship
Hall and many other mission opportunities
Adults and youth are welcome to join any of these combined (K-5th grade) classes
in Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on the following dates:
September 5
October 3
December 19
February 20
March 13
Adults,
Sunday
May
May
May
May

youth and children are encouraged to attend a special 4-week Generations
School class in Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.:
1
8
15
22
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE
Nurturing people, especially young people, into a saving relationship with God
through Jesus Christ is the most important thing the church ever does.
-Mission statement of the Logos ministry
Because faith is more caught than taught, Wednesday Night Live brings the
generations together to practice Kingdom of God living.
There is one rule – you are a child of God and I’m going to treat you like one!
We study who God is, what God is like, and what God wants of each of us and the
church. We explore worship arts learning new ways to sing and pray, leading
others to spend time with God. Most importantly we develop strong Christian
relationships that are the heart of our faith community.
Wednesdays 5:00 – 7:00, September 8 – November 17, with no meeting October 6 for
Fall Break
For Bible Study time children, youth, and one adult class, will use a new
curriculum called “Follow Me” – Biblical Practices for Faithful Living, with which
we’ll explore various faith practices (things that Jesus did and told us to do). The
first two units for the year are: Following Jesus – accepting Jesus’s invitation, and
Welcome All – the practice of hospitality.
For Worship Arts time children will be singing, playing instruments, and learning
skills to express our gratitude to God in the ways we worship. The Children’s Choir
will sing the anthem in worship on Sunday, November 7, and present the musical
“The Promises of God” on Wednesday evening, November 17.
Registration Fee (which covers the cost of dinner):
Preschool children (2, 3, 4 year olds): $50/child
Grade school children and youth (K – 12th): $60/child with a family maximum of
$150
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Adult Classes meet 5:30 – 6:30:
Psalms study with the Rev. Dr. Tara Bulger, meets in the Library
Follow Me – Biblical Practices for Faithful Living – with Rev. Brett Gudeman,
meets as a hybrid in room #205 and on Zoom
Women’s Bible Study, meets in room #207
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ADULT EDUCATION
FPC understands that a relationship with Jesus is a life long journey and we seek to
educate at all stages of maturity.
The Adult Education Ministry aspires to the following goals:
Teach the story of God and humanity, to consider what God has done for us
Examine and discuss who God has revealed God’s self to be in the person of
Jesus Christ
Encourage all to participate in God’s transforming work in the world
Practice actions that encourage a trusting relationship with God through prayer
and other spiritual disciplines
Charles Danner Seminar Class
Library- Bert Moore
This class is reading and discussing Brent A. Strawn’s Lies My Preacher Told Me
– An Honest Look at the Old Testament. In this book, Brent Strawn addresses
ten common "lies" or mistruths about the Old Testament, from perceptions of
God's personality to the relevance of the Old Testament for Christians.
Discover why stories and laws written thousands of years ago, centuries before
Christ, are enriching and indispensable for modern Christians.
Comrades
Room 106- across from the Library, Bill Lummus & Dag Rowe
The Comrades Class is a Bible study group organized by subject matter rather
than by following a specific Bible book or section. The class places emphasis on
basic Christian beliefs and how those beliefs should be translated into action in
the lives of modern Americans. Contemporary issues are discussed in the
context of Bible teachings. Previous topics covered include series on The
Patriarchs, Christians in Society, Our Spirituality, Our Holiness and Our
Relationship with God.
Class members are predominantly senior adults, but the class material is
pertinent to all ages and everyone is welcome.
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Feasting on the Word
Room 207, Study, Upper Level- Rev. Brett Gudeman with other leaders
This is a Sunday School class that focuses on Scripture and community. We look
at a piece Scripture that aligns with the lectionary from that Sunday (The
lectionary is a preaching schedule that many churches follow. It gets through
most of the Bible on a three year cycle). We will share stories from the week and
connect through discussion and learning. This class is for any age.
Genesis
John Allen Hall, Gideon Blackburn House, Becca Phillips
Join the Genesis Sunday School class as we take a look at Parables From the
Backside. Minister and author Ellsworth Kalas presents new insight into twelve
of Jesus' parables by entering them through the eyes of a minor or
unsympathetic character. By approaching the stories in this way, Kalas releases
new meaning and clarifies basic teachings. These refreshing glimpses from the
back side will provide new food for thought for everyone - even those most
familiar with Jesus' parables. Please drop in - no weekly reading required!
Wednesday Night Live
Fall Semester runs from September 8-November 17 with Oct 6 off for Fall Break.
Winter Semester runs from January 12 - March 9, 2022
Adult classes are from 5:30—6:30 p.m., with adults arriving for dinner at 6:30,
for which registration and a small fee for dinner are required: $75/person if
paid in advance. $10/meal if you pay weekly.
Free nursery care is available for infants and toddlers up to two years old for
adults who volunteer and/or participate in an adult class. Classes available for
children and youth, for which registration and fee for dinner are required.
Fall Semester Adult Options:
“Psalms” study with Rev. Dr. Tara Bulger, in the Library
“Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living” with Brett Gudeman,
hybrid on-line on Zoom and in-person in Room #205. This study is for lifelong Christians and those beginning to ask questions. Each unit centers
around something Jesus told his followers to do. Followers of Jesus were
attracted to him because of his actions: he welcomed everyone, he spoke
truth to power, and he invited all to follow him to God. Faith develops as we
practice following what Jesus did, embodied and taught.
New! Women’s Bible Study with Amy Stucky, gathering in room #207 during
WNL evenings. This Fall they will be exploring the Horizon’s study “What
My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthew's
Genealogy of Jesus” by Merryl Blair.
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Small Groups
Learning Wisdom From a Fool
Pastor Brett will be giving lectures and leading discussion on the wisdom books
of the Old Testament on Tuesdays from 12-1 PM, September 21st-October 12th.
Come and learn about Job, Psalms, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes as we learn about
their authorship, form, and what we can hope to learn from them. If this is at
all interesting to you please sign up! There are three ways to participate: Come
in person in the library at church, join online through Zoom, or receive an
email with a link to listen to the lectures. These are stand alone classes, so if
you miss one, please come to the next, you won’t be behind! Hope you will join!
Men’s Bible Study
Wednesdays, 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Every Wednesday morning we gather in the Fellowship Hall to study Scripture,
pray, and discuss whatever arbitrary thing comes to our minds. This is a great
time to spiritually connect, grow, and have fun with a fantastic group. We also
occasionally get lunch together!
Thursday Morning Prayer Group
Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., Meeting on Zoom
This small group intentionally lifts the needs of each other and this
congregation in prayer. They enjoy fellowship, study, and learning new
methods of prayer as they explore the many different ways of being in
relationship with God. Currently they discuss lectionary scripture texts and
reflections from a devotional book Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on
the Word Year B. All are welcome to join us! Contact Kathy Gillmore,
dce@fpchsv.org to receive the Zoom link and readings.
Presbyterian Women
2nd Monday of each month- Janis Williams
Presbyterian Women welcomes women of all ages for praise, Bible study, and
mission. Three Circles, with both morning and evening times, meet on the
second Mondays, October through May. At those meetings this year, we will
study “What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in
Matthew's Genealogy of Jesus” by Merryl Blair. Our three Circles come together
four times a year for our PW Gatherings. The September Gathering opens our
new year with our pastor teaching the first lesson. The remaining Gatherings
are on the first Mondays of December, March, and May. At these Gatherings,
held in the Fellowship Hall, we have speakers plus our mission focus as well as
our business meetings. Please join us for many blessings for you and for us.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
Sunday School: Every Sunday 9:30-10:30am taught by Anne Dillon
PKC (“Presbyterian Kids Connection," 3rd-5th graders): Meet monthly with Kathy
and Anne Dillon after the 11am Sunday service
PYC ("Presbyterian Youth Connection,” 6th-12th graders):
Sundays
5:00-6:00pm Middle School
6:00-6:30pm Dinner
6:30-7:30pm High School
WNL: Wednesdays 5:00 – 7:00, September 8 – November 17, with no meeting
October 6 for Fall Break
Registration Fee (which covers the cost of dinner): Grade school children and
youth (K – 12th): $60/child with a family maximum of $150
For Bible Study time youth will use a new curriculum called “Follow Me” –
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living, with which we’ll explore various faith
practices (things that Jesus did and told us to do). The first two units for the
year are: Following Jesus – accepting Jesus’s invitation, and Welcome All – the
practice of hospitality.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
Children’s Ministry at FPC church in Huntsville seeks to engage the children of our
church with familiar images, wonderful stories, special relationships, and a faith
tradition.
Values
FPC seeks to create a nurturing environment for the children of our church,
while instilling these values in the children who attend our programs.
Scripture as the primary source of our knowledge of God
Worship as our number one response to the gift of God’s grace
Recognizing and treating one another as children of God
Service as our call to live into God’s Kingdom
Goals for the year
Learn the stories of our faith with creative storytelling and active responses
Model sensitive caregiving to equip students to praise God and serve their
neighbor
Experience and understand the practices of our faith tradition
Make connections between the content of faith and faithful living
Jesus was a masterful storyteller and caregiver. His parables were rooted in the
stories and images of his culture and his actions spoke even louder than his words.
Our storytelling and caregiving likewise seek to engage the children of our church
with familiar images, wonderful stories, special relationships, and a faith
tradition that prepares them to live responsibly and faithfully in the face of today’s
world.
Because of the enormous task of transmitting the knowledge and practices of the
Christian faith to a new generation in culturally challenging times, our efforts are
deliberate, intentional, and varied in method and means. Opportunities are found
to grow in faith on Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings, and through many
milestones, mission, and special events. All efforts are connected by encouraging
children through knowing, interpreting, living, and doing the faith!
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Presbyterian Kids Connection (PKC) is our new youth group for 3rd - 5th graders!
Our kick-off event on Sunday, August 22, Noon – 2:00, will include a pizza lunch
and an art activity with Leslie Lockhart as we explore the theme "Rooted in
Scripture" which is our PKC theme for this year. Your child's art will come home
"suitable for framing" and a great reminder of their connection to the story of God
and God's people. We will also start a tradition of using a big rope circle for our
group prayer and, of course, we'll play lots of super fun youth group games! Please
sign up so that we can make sure we have enough food and art materials for all.

For the Holy Spirit speaks to us deep in our hearts
and tells us that we are God’s children
—Romans 8:16

Coming up this Fall for Kids Connection:
August 22-“Rooted in Scripture” Tree collage art activity with Leslie Lockhart
September 19- Combining with PYC that day for a tie-dye event to make youth
group t-shirts
October 17- Creation Care event with Stephanie Hyatt and her pet bunnies
November 14- Drum Circle activity with Betty Loeb – a percussion palooza of
thankfulness!
December 12- A Treasure Hunt with a Christmas theme
We always start in Fellowship Hall for a time of gathering and lunch. Join us!
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Sunday School
Peepers (Preschool and Pre-K Sunday School)
Children and their leaders will sing songs of our faith and explore stories
from the Bible using the Walk with Me curriculum.
Preschool children received The Beginner’s Bible, given on Rally Day,
August 15, 2021, to enjoy at home with their parents.
Also, Infants and Toddlers are invited to participate in the music gathering
and in Sunday school activities as able. They might also spend time in the
Nursery (room 107).
Class Schedule
9:30-9:50 a.m.: All children ages 2 thru Pre-K meet for worship through
music in room 110/111.
9:50-10:30 a.m.: Peepers stay in room 110/111 for Bible time, and may stay
here through the 11:00 worship service. Parents, please pick up your child
here for worship and, after the Time for Young Disciples during 11:00
service, they may come back down to room 110/111 for child care during
worship.
Kingdom Kids (Kindergarten-5th grade Sunday School)
Children become familiar with the stories of our faith by exploring scripture
in creative and engaging ways. In early grades young children engage bible
stories with a worship focus. Students in the middle grades begin to
compare the stories to what they know in their own life. In the later grades
children develop bible skills and explore major themes that run throughout
the Bible, seeing those connections between Old Testament, New Testament,
and faith lived out today.
9:30-9:50 a.m. – Music Assembly!
Children gather in room #011 for musical activities and to sing the songs
of our faith. They will sing in worship on September 26 and November 7.
9:50-10:30 a.m. – Class Time!
K & 1st graders meet in first room on the left in the basement (room 009),
and follow an adaptation of the Godly Play curriculum, a Montessori
method of storytelling with a worship focus. After experiencing the story
they choose how to respond to the story using various creative materials.
They gather back in the story circle at the end to read the story text from
the Bible and have a feast. Kindergarten children received on Rally Day
the Spark Story Bible to enjoy reading with their parents at home.
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2nd & 3rd graders will meet in the second room on the left in the
basement (room 010) use the Spark Classroom curriculum to experience
stories using a four part sequence:
Gather – Begin with a warm-up activity
Open the Bible – Explore the day’s story
Activate Faith – Get moving and become engaged in the story they just
read by using student materials
Send – Finish with a closing activity and prayer
4th & 5th graders meet in the room at the end of the hall in the basement
(room 012). Using the Connect curriculum and a special Connect Bible
they received on Rally Day when they are in 4th grade, they look up
anchor texts and are pointed to other texts that explore a new theme each
week. They tab and mark and doodle in their bibles as they explore
connections to the theme and to their lives.
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8:30 am & 11:00 am- Worship Service (SAN)
9:30 am - 10:30 am- Charles Danner Seminar Class (LIB)
Comrades Sunday School (Rm 106)
Connect 4th & 5th Grades (Rm 012)
Feasting on the Word (Rm 207)
Genesis (JAH)
Godly Play K-1st Grade (Rm 009)

WEDNESDAY

LEAD Youth (GBH Youth Rm)
Peepers Sunday School Preschoolers (Rm 110/111)
Spark 2nd & 3rd Grades (Rm 010)
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm- PKC 3rd-5th Grades FH (once a month)
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm- PYC Middle School (GBH)
6:00 pm - 6:30 pm- PYC Dinner Middle & High School (GBH)
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm- PYC High School (GBH)

7:00 am - 8:00 am- Men's Bible Study (FH)
1:30 pm - 3:00 pm- Prayer Shawl Ministry (LIB)
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm- Wednesday Night Live
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm- Psalms Study for adults (LIB)
Follow Me (Rm 205 & Zoom)
Women's Bible Study (Rm 207)
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm- Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CR)

THURSDAY

SUNDAY

WEEKLY CALENDAR

11:00 am - 12:00 pm- Prayer Group (Zoom)
5:30 pm- Worship Service (JAH)
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MILESTONES MINISTRY
The Milestones Ministry recognizes important steps in the life of faith
To provide children with information and experiences as they grow in faith
To equip parents to be involved in the Christian education of their children
To recognize and celebrate milestone events with the congregation
To assist the congregation in fulfilling the vows made at baptism to nurture
faith
Milestones we are planning for the 2021-2022 Christian Education year:
“Welcome Me” – September 12. Learn about the sacrament of Communion with a
workshop at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall and a celebration in Worship at 11:00.
Designed for 1st and 2nd graders, and older children. Children create a painting
as a remembrance. To register contact Kathy Gillmore, dce@fpchsv.org
“Walk with Me” – To be scheduled yet in February. Learn about the sacrament of
Baptism and its connection to Confirmation with a workshop at 9:30 in
Fellowship Hall and a celebration in Worship at 11:00. To Designed for 5th & 6th
graders, and older youth. Children will receive a gift of a walking stick as a
symbol of their journey of faith. To register contact Kathy Gillmore,
dce@fpchsv.org.
“Confirmation” - Learn about the expectations and covenant relationships
involved in church membership and a personal confirmation of the vows made
at baptism.
Confirmation Exploration for 8th and 9th graders (and any older youth who wish):
August 29, Noon – 1:30 – Orientation and Lunch for confirmands and parents
September 26, Noon – 1:30 – Orientation and Lunch for confirmands and
mentors
Fall Retreat – to be scheduled in November
January 9 – April 10, 9:30 – 10:30 – Confirmation Classes
Winter Retreat – to be scheduled in January
Spring Retreat – to be scheduled in April
April 17, Confirmation Sunday
Contact Kathy Gillmore, dce@fpchsv.org, if you are interested in Confirmation
this year!
“Journey of Faith” Blessing of high school graduates to be scheduled in May or June
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WORSHIP
Worship is at the heart of who we are as a people, and our worship services are for
everyone. Whether you are a long-time member or first-time visitor, there is a
place for you in our worshiping community. Each worship service provides space
and inspiration for the Holy Spirit to speak into our lives. Worship services are
held Sundays at 8:30 am and 11:00 am. We will also begin a new service this Fall on
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. This will be a quiet and meditative service held in John
Allen Hall. The new worship service begins September 9, 2021.
Children are always welcome in worship! They are an important part of our church
community and we would love for them to stay for the whole service. Wiggles and
giggles will not bother us. There is a nursery available downstairs (just ask an
usher) if you would prefer.

PODCAST

Rocket City Lift, the podcast of First Presbyterian, puts out episodes three times a
week, every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Our hope is to provide a spiritual lift
to everyone's days through Scripture, discussion, prayer, and poetry. Each episode
is 10-12 minutes long and is perfect for a commute, getting ready in the morning,
cooking, or whenever you have a few minutes.
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MUSIC MINISTRY
Worship the Lord with gladness and enter God’s presence with songs of Joy.
Psalm 100:2
The Music Ministry of First Presbyterian Church seeks to glorify God by
proclaiming the word in song. The Chamber Ensemble and the Chancel Choir
primarily lead worship-praising songs from a variety of sacred musical styles.
Soloists and ensembles offer their talents and musical gifts to our worship
services. If you are interested in participating and being part of this vibrant
ministry of our church, contact Dr. Patricia Hacker at music@fpchsv.org.
Chamber Ensemble
The Chamber Ensemble is part of the Chancel Choir dedicated to sing at the 8:30
a.m. service
Rehearsals are on Wednesday nights from 8:15-8:45 p.m. and on Sundays at 8:00
a.m.
Chancel Choir
The Chancel Choir is dedicated to sing at the 11:00 a.m. service.
Rehearsals are on Wednesday nights from 7:00-8:15 p.m. and on Sundays at
10:30 a.m.
For this Christmas, the Chancel Choir is preparing the cantata “What Sweeter
Music” by John Leavitt and it will be performed during worship on December 5
at both services.
A special musical retreat to learn the music is scheduled for Saturday
September 18, 2021 from 9:00-1:00 p.m.
Peepers Music
Sunday school young children will have the opportunity to sing bible songs and
participate in worship.
Sundays 9:30-9:45 a.m. in Room #110/111
Alicia Beam and Lori Smith, music teachers
Kingdom Kids K-5th
Sunday school children will learn a variety of bible songs and activities as well
as to participate in worship.
Sundays 9:30- 9:45 a.m. in the Basement Room #011
Patricia Hacker and Lois Lee, music teachers
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WNL Worship Skills
Wednesdays 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Children K-5th
The Children K-5th will learn in the Fall THE PROMISES OF GOD a musical
written by Betty Wilson and Joanne Brown. This musical is a combination of
song and theatrical skits telling the stories of Daniel and the Lion’s Den,
Noah’s Ark, Jonah and the Whale, Jesus Feeds Five Thousand, and The Story
of Josiah. These five stories are a testimony that God is with us all the time
and that His promises are unending.
The musical will be performed on November 17, 2021.
Patricia Hacker and Lois Lee, music teachers
Youth
The Youth will prepare a variety of songs and skits for Sunday Worship
Service and Christmas Carols for our Live Nativity.
Stacy Owens and Anne Dillon Loflin, music teachers
Westminster Ringers
We are seeking for volunteers to be part of this ensemble. If you play piano or
another instrument you are the perfect candidate. Westminster Ringers will
meet on Thursdays at 3:30-4:30 p.m. in the bell room.
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