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P1
Early Diagnosis 
28-35 DCC

Early pregnancy diagnosis allows you to 
quickly reinitiate A.I. service decreasing the 
interval between breedings. This increases 
reproductive efficiency, ultimately decreasing 
average days open. 

Transrectal ultrasound can be performed as 
early as 28 days carried calf (DCC), which 
allows you to find open cows early, reducing 
days open. It also allows the practitioner 
to view ovarian structures, reproductive 
abnormalities, and fetal sexing/twinning. For 
these reasons I see this method utilized most 
often at this stage.  

That said, ultrasound does involve restraining 
animals therefore requiring additional farm 
labor and disrupting the cows’ routines. To 
minimize those demands, milk pregnancy 
testing can be a good alternative, and 
even more so when it is difficult to get a 
veterinarian to the farm. With milk testing, the 
farm team can collect samples and send them 
direct to a lab. For maximum efficiency, test 
milk samples collected through routine DHI, 
which reduces your labor and disruption to the 
herd’s routine. 

P2
Identify Early Embryonic Death 
60-90 DCC 

Rates of early embryonic death are highest 
around the time of the first pregnancy check, 
making rechecks very important. Several 
factors affect pregnancy losses in cattle, 
such as compromised oocytes, to inadequate 
uterine environment and infectious agents 
resulting in death of the embryo from 
undernourishment. 

Studies have indicated that anovulation, 
anestrous, the metabolic status of the 
animal, some dietary ingredients (such 
as mycotoxins), as well as occurrence of 
diseases, predispose the cow to experience 
embryonic and fetal death. In my experience, 
pregnancy loss of 12-15% are common at this 
point.

Both ultrasound and the milk pregnancy 
test can be effective for this check. Let labor 
availability be your guide. Milk pregnancy 
testing wins for herds on DHI test, as it 
eliminates the need for additional farm labor, 
while also eliminating disruption to animal 
routine.  

P3
Find open cows before dry off
180-220 DCC

Late lactation cows often don’t get much 
attention, and without this third pregnancy 
check, open cows can slip into the dry pen. 
Even at a rate as low as 2%, a farm will 
accumulate significant costs. Feed costs 
($2.25 - $3.25/day), along with vaccinations, 
labor, dry treatment and teat sealants, add up 
to approximately $400/open cow.  

In my experience, the milk pregnancy test is the 
gold standard for use before dry off. And why 
wouldn’t it be? It requires less labor and avoids 
disrupting the herd’s routine.

As we know, cows are creatures of habit and 
the less we interfere with their routines the 
higher they perform. Research has shown that 
one hour lost resting time equates to 3.5 lbs 
(1.7 kg) less milk per day. Pregnancy checks 
performed on your DHI samples or collected by 
farm labor in the parlor means no lost resting 
time.

 

For successful implementation into a reproductive management system, a pregnancy test must 
be sensitive to diagnose a pregnancy, specific to diagnose a non-pregnant or open animal, simple 
to conduct, economical, and able to determine pregnancy status at the time it is performed. 

Fortunately, our industry has several methods that fit those criteria, including ultrasound, 
palpation, and chemical pregnancy testing (blood and milk). Performing three pregnancy checks 
is optimal as they allow for timely turnaround to A.I. service, reduced days open (therefore 
increasing milk production) and saves you from the high cost of feeding an open dry cow. 

The 1-2-3 of 
Preg. Checks
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ProfitSOURCE beef sires are specifically selected 
for use on dairy cows with a focus on traits 
needed to earn top dollar for your beef x dairy 
calves.

ProfitSOURCE Partners, TD Beef and Power 
Genetics, offer improved, secure pricing for 
qualifying calves.

ProfitSOURCE connects packer interest with 
improved uniformity and cutability along with 
age, sire and source traceability through RFID.

ProfitSOURCE calf care guidelines ensure feeding 
and carcass performance, adding value along the 
supply chain.

CentralStar consultants can help you determine the best 
breeding plan to ensure the highest profitability for your 
herd. Ask your CentralStar team for a ProfitSOURCE sire 
list and how to put a plan in place for your dairy!

Get more for your 
beef x dairy 
calves!

Daily behavioral time budget for top 10% of cows by milk production 
and average milk production cows (h/d).1

Activity Top 10% Average
Eating at manger 5.5 5.5

Resting 14.1a 11.8b

Standing in alleys 1.1b 2.2a

Perching in stalls 0.5b 1.4a

Drinking 0.3 0.4
ab Means within a row differ (p<0.05). 1 Adapted from Matzke (2003).

Research represented in the graph above, shows the impact 
reduced resting time has on production. One hour of lost resting 
time leads to approximately 3.5 lbs (1.7kg) less milk/day. Allowing 
cows opportunities to remain undisturbed can have significant 
returns. 
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The impact of reduced resting 
time on milk production.


