
Is Your Calf Operation  
Bio- secure? 

  
With the recent outbreak of Covid-19 throughout the world, 

many producers have begun thinking more about their involvement 

in biosecurity.  This sparked my interest in fine-tuning the issue on our calf operations. 
  
Writing biosecurity plans ensures compliance. Developing this plan can be done 

with your herd veterinarian or other farm management consultants. 
  
The first step to ensuring a bio secure operation is to identify areas of “risk”.  Some 

examples of risk within an operation could be the maternity pen, colostrum 
management, bull calves, and visiting consultants.  
  
Your operation needs to be sure that bull calf pick-up is conducted in an area of 

isolation. By isolating calves in this situation, you can limit the transmission of diseases 
to the other parts of your herd.  
  
Any consultants that have access to animals or feed should be aware of biosecurity 

expectations. For example: Disposable boots or footwear need to be disinfected at 
arrival and upon leaving. The person entering should have clean clothing on that has 

not been exposed to other animals. This will ensure pathogens from other operations 

will not be brought onto your operation. 
  
 
  
Maternity pen access should be limited to workers who are designated to maternity or 
newborn calves.  This minimizes the risk of disease transmission from other  
areas of the farm to the most immune compromised population. 
  
The location of sick animals on the farm is another contributing factor to being bio 

secure.  The sick pen should be in a low traffic area.  There should also be steps taken 
to ensure the employees who access the sick areas disinfect shoes and changes gloves 

prior to leaving. 
  
Feeding order will impact bio-security as well. Feeding should be youngest to oldest 

followed by any sick animals.  This is done to protect the most immune naive animals 
from disease transfer coming from older animals. If additional care needs to be given to 

a calf do so after the rest of the healthy population has been fed.   



  
Taking steps to ensuring sanitation of facilities, livestock trailers and feeding 

equipment is critical to biosecurity. See our edition of Fully Calf-n-ated on sanitation 

protocols for more details.  
  
By taking steps to ensure your operation is bio-secure you are able prevent the 
unwanted spread of disease. 
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