
IL to Lose One US Congress Seat 

     Illinois is poised to lose one of its 18 seats in the US Congress as of the 2022 
election.  Loss of the seat not only reduces representation in Congress, but 
reduces power via committee memberships and reduces the number of 
presidential Electoral College votes.  Illinois lawmakers have until June 30 to 
approve a new district map, despite the fact that the results of the 2020 census 
are not likely to be available before August. 
     Illinois was one of three states to lose population since the 2010 census, the 
other two being Mississippi and West Virginia.  Seven states besides Illinois will be 
losing a seat – Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, New York, and 
California.  Texas will gain two seats while Florida, Colorado, Montana, North 
Carolina, and Oregon each will gain a seat. 
     “Gerrymandering” is the term for manipulating the boundaries of an electoral 
constituency to achieve a desired result.  It wastes votes by grouping together 
supporters of one party in one district while their opposing party supporters are 
grouped together in a different district.  If you look at maps of the Illinois US 
Congressional districts, you will see some very odd shapes!  AAUW-Downers 
Grove Area covers parts of five congressional districts – all currently held by 
Democrats. 
     The procedure for redistricting in Illinois starts with redrawing the state House 
and Senate districts.  Democrats hold majorities over Republicans of 72-45 in the 
IL House, 41-18 in the IL Senate, and 13-5 in the Illinois US House delegation.  The 
process of redrawing the boundaries must follow laws and judicial rulings 
requiring racial and ethnic representation as well as keeping the districts compact 
and contiguous.  Illinois politicians will have the opportunity to shape their own 
districts -- possibly to avoid strong challenges from the opposing party.  The 
question becomes: “Are politicians picking their voters, or are voters picking their 
representatives?”  In 2014 and 2016, citizen-driven proposals to amend the 
Illinois Constitution so that an appointed commission could handle the 
redistricting of the legislature were unsuccessful due to judicial rulings. 
     Illinois lawmakers have until June 30 to approve a new district map.  If they fail, 
an eight-member commission formed by four Democrats and four Republicans 
will have until August 10 to approve a new district map.  If that group fails, a ninth 
tie-breaking member will be added to the commission by September 5 with a new 
map due by October 5.  The ninth member is chosen by the party winning a draw 
to choose from the two names submitted by the Illinois Supreme Court – one 
from each party. 



     Unfortunately, the results of the 2020 census are not likely to be available 
before August.  Does it really make sense for legislators to attempt the 
redistricting before the census figures are available? 
     Portions of this article borrow from the article “A Guide to Political 
Redistricting in Illinois” by Rick Pearson in the April 19, 2021 Chicago Tribune.  
Some other portions were from Wikipedia and other online sources. 


