
Voting by Mail in Illinois in 2020 
 
     Illinois SB1863 was signed into law June 16, 2020.  The provisions of this 
legislation change procedures for the 2020 general election only.  Its 
requirements are funded by the federal Caronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act signed into law March 27, 2020.  The following points 
combine the provisions of that law with how it is implemented in DuPage County. 

- November 3 will be a state holiday and a legal school holiday.  All state 
government offices will be closed except for election authorities or those 
offices being used as polling places. 

- By August 1 every election authority should have mailed or emailed an 
application for an official vote by mail (VBM) ballot to everyone who voted in 
2018, 2019, or 2020 or registered to vote or changed their registration 
address up to July 31, 2020. 

- These VBM applications can be returned via US mail.  Voters can apply online 
to get a VBM ballot.  Locked metal boxes inside buildings will be available to 
receive VBM ballots.  The contents of the metal boxes will be processed each 
day as received as will the ballots received by US mail.  DuPage County drop 
boxes are at the DuPage County Clerk Election Division office; at the parking 
lot and the main entrance of the Jack T. Knuepfer Administration Building, 
421 N County Farm Road, Wheaton; or within all DuPage County early voting 
sites.  You can only use a secure drop box within the county where you live. 

- The website www.virusfreevotingillinois.org has links to register to vote 
online, to check your voter registration, and to apply for a VBM ballot along 
with helpful information like important dates and information on the 
proposed amendment to the Illinois tax code. 

- In DuPage County in-person early voting with paper ballots started 
September 24 at the DuPage County Fairgrounds on Manchester Road and 
continues through November 2.  All other early voting sites are for touch 
screen voting only and open October 19 with temporary voting sites open 
through October 31 and permanent voting sites open through November 2. 
You can go to https://www.dupageco.org/earlyvoting/ for a complete list of 
DuPage County  early voting sites and their dates and times. 

- VBM ballots will be sent out beginning September 24 to each registered 
voter who requested one. 

- The Secretary of State should have mailed a reminder by September 15 to 
each voter who was sent a VBM application and did not return it. 

http://www.virusfreevotingillinois.org/
https://www.dupageco.org/earlyvoting/


- It is recommended that if you send your VBM ballot back via US mail that you 
walk it in and have it postmarked by a clerk rather than dropping it in a 
mailbox.  The voted ballot must be postmarked no later than November 3 to 
be counted. 

- If a VBM ballot is rejected, the election authority must notify the voter within 
two days of the reason for the rejection and allow the voter the opportunity 
to correct the issue. 

- It is possible to bring a VBM ballot to your polling place November 3 and 
either submit it or have it voided and get a new ballot.  If you applied for a 
VBM ballot and did not receive it in time or lost it, you can get a ballot at 
your polling place November 3.  All three of these types of voting must be 
handled as provisional ballots by the election judges.  The provisional ballot 
will only be counted if no ballot was already processed for you and your 
certifying signature matches the one on file. 

- No later than October 15 the Secretary of State will send a notice to any 
voter who has not applied for a VBM ballot. 

- Curbside voting will be available November 3 but not at all sites. 
- Prospective voters can register at their polling site November 3.  If a voter 

has not corrected his address on his registration by November 3, he must go 
to the polling place for his NEW address and correct it that day prior to 
voting. 


