
In 1946, upon the ruins of the former German river  
shipyard, construction works of a new Polish enterpri-
se began. According to documents from that period and  
accounts given by the then employees of the company, 
the inhabitants of Głogów, this was not an easy task. 
However, at that time, and as it occurred later, this  
place has always attracted extraordinary talented and 
hard-working people. A relatively small group of pione-
ers first decided to reconstruct the shipyard and then 
start production of barges and tugboats. This is how  
the history of today’s Famaba started.

Over the years thousands of employees have decided  
to share their lot with our company. We may hazard  
a guess that in almost every family from Głogów there 
is or was somebody professionally linked to the River 
Shipyard in Głogów or to Famaba.  When we read life 
history of our employees, we can find out that most 
of them were closely connected with our company  
for many years. After a father retired, he was substituted  
by his son and then brother, daughter, mother, sister... 

A small plant in Żarków became a thriving company, 
well-known both in Poland and abroad for making mobi-
le cranes. The company became so large and successful 
that it was capable of undertaking a lot activities extre-
mely important for the existence of the employees and 
their families. The company was involved in building 
blocks of flats, houses, it owned holiday centres, it cul-
tivated its history and tradition, it engaged in cultural, 
sporting and recreational activities, bringing the employ-
ees together.

The years past are still alive in the memories of a consi-
derable number of former employees who still visit our 
company or who we can meet on the streets of our town. 
Most of these memories are pleasant, with priority given 
to the ones which strike a sentimental note... 

Our album ‘1946 FAMABA – E-TOWERS 2016’ published 
by our company and put into the hands of readers  
is an attempt to document the history of the company 
and the broad range of activities which the company  
has been involved in for the last 70 years. This issue  
of our Newsletter includes mainly an account of the  
solemn presentation of the album which took place 
during our celebrations of 15th of November 2016 which 
were held in the town hall in Głogów.

Enjoy reading! 
The editorial staff.
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When we were thinking about the venue and form  
of the anniversary celebrations and the form of presen-
ting our album  ”1946 FAMABA – E-TOWERS 2016” we all 
agreed from the very beginning that we wanted to show 
Famaba as a proud continuator of the 70-year history  
but also as a modern company of the 21st century. It was 
also important to stress the identity of the company and 
its unbreakable relationship with Głogów, the city which 
has always been the seat of the company.

Thanks to the courtesy of the authorities of Głogów, 
our celebrations could be held in the most prestigious  
venue - the Councillors’ Chamber located in the City Hall in  
Głogów. Our anniversary celebrations started at 11.00 
a.m., on Tuesday, 15 November 2016. 

We are really pleased that our invitation was accepted 
by almost all the invited guests. We hosted the repre-
sentatives of the city authorities, including the Mayor 
Rafael Rokaszewicz and the Chairman of the City Co-
uncil Andrzej Koliński; representatives of the Głogów 
county headed by the Head of the County Jarosław 
Dudkowiak; representatives of local government bodies 
and management boards of local companies, the Poli-
ce Chief, the Fire Brigade Chief, the Head of the Military  
Unit in Głogów, members of management boards of  
the companies of KGHM Polska Miedź S.A. Group.  
Representatives of the companies cooperating with  
Famaba, its suppliers, contractors and business partners 
also took part in the celebrations.

We experienced the strongest emotions when we had an 
opportunity to meet and talk to the former employees 
and honourable seniors of Famaba. Our celebrations 
were honoured with the presence of the former chief  
executive officers of the state company Famaba used  
to be before 1999, Mr Jacek Zieliński, the later Mayor 
of Głogów and Franciszek Mirkowski. From among our 
former employees we played host to the most active  
collectors of souvenirs of the early history of the  
company who allowed us to use a part of their collections 
in our album. It is impossible to mention all of them here. 

Our celebrations could not have been held without the 
presence of the representatives of today’s Famaba, 
known as E-Towers Famaba. The owner and the chair-
man of the supervisory board of the company, Mr Lieven  
Bauwens, hosted the celebrations. He was accompanied 
by the President of the Management Board of E-Towers, 
Geert De Meyere, and by representatives of the Mana-
gement Board of E-Crane Group from Belgium and the 
 USA. The celebrations would not have been the same 
without the participation of the management team  
members, managers of particular departments and  
representatives of the employees of Famaba. 

As for the foreign guests, we particularly appreciate the 
presence of Mr Mark Luyckx, the owner of one of the 
most important recipients of the products manufactured 
by E-Towers Famaba.  

The celebrations started after the host of the city, the 
Mayor Rafael Rokaszewicz, greeted all the persons  

gathered within the hospitable walls of the Głogów City  
Hall and symbolically handed over the Councillors’ 
Chamber to the hands of the representatives of our  
company.  

Lieven Bauwens spoke next. In his inauguration speech, 
he paid particular attention to the changes that he had 
observed in Poland over the last 20 years and also the 
change of his own attitude towards Poland, stating  
proudly that today Poland is his second home.  He also 
noticed the similarities between the history of the two  
nations: the Polish and the Flemish nation and  
mentioned several common features of these two  
nations: the troubled past, Christian values, belief in hard 
work, strong will and striving for achieving the highest 
goals. 

When taking about the anniversary of our company 
he said, ”The 70th anniversary is the milestone in the  
history of Famaba and we are really proud of it. Few,  
or actually very few organisations are able to continue 
their operations for 70 years. In such turbulent times  
Famaba displayed exemplary resilience, resistance  
and a strong instinct of survival. The fact that  
today over 400 talented employees work for Famaba  
is undoubtedly the proof of all these unique features! 
”We should also remember the lesons learnt from our  
history; however, above all, we need to look into the  
future: ”We, the employees of E-Towers Famaba,  
believe that creating a successful future consists in  
finding the balance between the lesson from the past  
and striving for fulfilling our dreams.”

THE 70TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS  
OF THE COMPANY -  PRESENTATION OF THE ALBUM   
”1946 FAMABA – E-TOWERS 2016”   
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After that the members of the management team made 
a presentation titled ”Famaba Yesterday, Today and  
Tomorrow.” 

The first part of this three-part presentation, presented 
by Jarosław Ewert, outlined the history of Famaba  
covering the period from the time the company was 
founded to 2012, when it was acquired by its present 
owner - E.C.W.H. BVBA. The words of the introduction  
to his speech sound extremely convincing: ‘This jubilee 
is a remarkable history lesson. We would not be here  
today if not for the vision, hard work and care of many 
generations. I think that we are all aware that the  
credit for the success of Famaba goes not only to the 
present management board of the company but to our 
grandfathers and fathers who worked for its success  
really hard. (…) At the end of his speech he adds  
these words: ”Dear Ladies and Gentlemen - the  
history of our company speaks for itself. This is 70 years  
of hard work, ups and downs, motivation to act during  
the times of historical turmoil and the commitment of 
all the employees - the people with passion who have 
always considered the company as something more 

than just the necessity to fulfil obligations resulting from 
their employment agreement. We are proud heirs of our  
ancestors and we wish to get imprinted in the history  
of this company, city and country.”   
The second part of the presentation - including the 
most important information about today’s E-Towers  
Famaba - was passionately presented by Joanna Czapla-
-Słowińska. The last four years of the company’s opera-
tion under the leadership of ECWH were characterized 
by an unprecedented dynamics of investments in all 
the resources of the company. Joanna’s speech was an  
excellent summary of the company’s achievements 
during the recent years, some of which deserve  
mentioning:
„In 2013 a new production line of wind towers was 
opened. Our technological park is developing, we 
acquire new production machines using state-of-the-art  
technologies: 

DAVI rolling mill - which enables bending steel with a 
higher thickness.
Welding columns and booms which enable welding 
in ICE technology –  the latest technology patented 
by ESAB
Sheet metal cutting machine equipped with two  
gantries (plasma and oxy) – which makes it possible 
to cut and chamfer sheet metals at the same time.

Production floor development:
Construction of a new paint shop
Modernisation of the floor dedicated to manufac-
turing of structures for cranes (Floor D)
The floor at Żarkowska Street (formerly Softdrink,  
currently E-Logistic) - this is where the final assembly 
takes place and structures are stored.

And finally, the most noticeable changes – the front of the 
building from the side of Rudnowska Street, which today 
is FAMABA’s showcase. (…) Through the optimisation 
of production processes and the increase of efficiency, 
it was possible to execute prototypes of new LDST wind 
towers –  Large Diameter Steel Towers. Currently they 
are the biggest land towers used for recovering wind  
power. Their production was initiated in 2014 by the  
Danish company VESTAS, with has cooperated  
with FAMABA for 15 years now. The success of this  
cooperation and the quality of services rendered by  
Famaba is confirmed by the fact of winning a bronze 
medal and leaving behind almost 150 thousand world 
suppliers of VESTAS WIND SYSTEMS – awarded to 
E-Towers FAMABA in 2014 for cooperation, contribu-
tion and engagement in the strategy of production costs 
optimisation and product quality achievements. (…) 
Production of wind towers is a major area of our produc-
tion. The second, equally important, is the production 
of steel structures for cranes from the E-Crane Group.  
The cranes are operated all over the world: in Europe, 
Asia, America, Africa… You need to see them to ap-
preciate them. Every company would be proud of this 

product. And another important investment – investment 
in Human Capital. Throughout recent years the com-
pany has established more than 100 new workplaces.  
A 4-team work system was implemented in 2015 
in the sector of wind towers production. Currently  
approximately 400 people work for E-Towers. It is worth 
emphasizing that only 10% of employees are non-pro-
duction workers. 90% of the staff are professionals  
skilled in steel work.” 

Famaba’s future vision was presented by Mr Piotr Mała-
gocki. It is based mainly on the development of coopera-
tion with the present business partners, the acquisition 
of new customers, technological improvement which 
makes it possible to set new trends in the occupied 
segment of the market and industry, improvement of  
manufactured products, improvement of work standards 
and satisfaction of the staff.

”Standing still is a step backwards. In order to be able 
to celebrate another 70 years, we are already working on 
further stages of changes and developing bold visions 
to conquer global markets. Because development means 
looking further, reaching higher, wanting more. (…) We 
will continue to change to respond to the modern cu-
stomer’s demands. But – paradoxically – such change 
can be achieved only when healthy backbone of the com-
pany – its DNA recognisable for years- is maintained. 
What is it? Solidarity of employees, good and safe work  
conditions, high product quality, timely delivery, open-
ness towards cooperation and respect for customers.”



The culminating point of the celebrations was  
the presentation of the picture album  
”1946 FAMABA – E-TOWERS 2016”.

The publication was presented by Mr Antoni Bok, the 
lead author of the album. He was the person who wrote 
most of the texts and who coordinated the work of the 
editorial team and together with a former employee of 
Famaba, Mr Marian Kulczycki, participated in numerous 
meetings and discussions when looking for documents 
and information concerning the company’s history. 

The book is a collection of photographs with detailed  
descriptions and the author’s comments. It tells the  
story of Famaba in a synthetic way, showing its historical  
background, beginning with the post-war period,  
through the reality of socialism, until the present  
times. The last chapter of the book focuses on the latest  
history of the company, i.e. the period of its operation  
as a joint-stock company.

Towarzystwo Ziemii Głogowskiej (Głogow’s Land  
Society) made an invaluable contribution to the  
publishing of this work by making available to us a large 
number of sources of historical knowledge of the com-
pany. We should also say thank you to all the individuals 
who lent us historical materials from their collections 
and provided us with valuable information. All such  
persons are mentioned at the end of this publication.

The beautiful graphic layout of the book was designed by 
FOCUS, a design studio from Głogów, owned by father 
and son: Piotr and Kacper Krzemiński. Most of graphic 
designs of the materials used during the celebrations 
were also conceived by the aforementioned design  
studio. 

The first few copies of the book were symbolically 
handed by Mr Lieven Bauwens accompanied by the  
members of the management board and the mana-
gement team of the company. In this way all the chief  
executive officers and presidents of the company taking 
part in the ceremony, the authors of the book Antoni  
Bok and Marian Kulczycki as well as the hosts of the city  
and the county were honoured.

The time when the president Geert De Meyere was  
honoured by Mr Lieven Bauwens with a tailor made 
gift - a bronze statuette of a blacksmith, designed by  
a an artist from Głogów, Dariusz Sagan -  was a very  
solemn moment of the celebrations. While thanking 
Geert for many years of cooperation and his invaluable 
contribution to the present position of Famaba, Lieven  
Bauwens said, ”Geert is certainly one of the key figu-
res who has made Famaba grow to its present size. 
Our company is a leading producer of tower and crane 
structures made of steel in Europe! Anyone who has had 
a change to work with him: the management, the em-
ployees appreciate his hard work, knowledge, honesty, 
great communication skills and his friendship. Without 
Geert Famaba would not be such a great workplace!  
After 15 years of his service to Famaba I have the  
honour to give this special gift to Geert. Finding a gift for  
someone like Geert is not an easy task. Therefore we 
have decided to give him a bronze statuette made by 
one of the Głogów’s artists. We wanted the statuette to  
reflect Geert’s personality. The statuette represents  
a metal labourer, a blacksmith working on a piece of  
glowing hot steel. (...)”

Then he addressed Geert’s wife, Carine saying, ”Geert 
would not have been able to achieve so much if it hadn’t 
been for the love and support of his wife Carine, who 
has stood by him all her life. To express our gratitu-
de for everything she has done, frequently in a very  
diplomatic manner, we would like to give Carine this  
beautiful bouquet of flowers.”

During the whole ceremony the stylish interior of the  
Councillors’ Chamber was filled with music played by 
well-known artists from Głogów: Waldek Drozd and  
Mirek Kuba Kaczmarek. During the celebrations we fo-
und out that Mirek also belonged to our great corporate 
family as he had worked for Famaba for a few years.

It was a great surprise for us that Famaba was awarded a 
Honorary Medal, which was presented to Mr L. Bauwens 
by the Mayor of Głogów, Mr Rafael Rokaszewicz. This 
special award occupies a special position among all the 
awards that our company has received over the years. 
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When the historical part of the presentation, during 
which we were all filled with emotions, was over, the 
time came for presenting some data about the present 
and the future of Famaba. The E-Logistics facility located 
in Żarnowska Street was at last officially opened.

The guests assembled in a two-hundred-meter tent put 
up inside the E-Logistics hall could, in really comfortable 
conditions, observe and admire our employees during 
their work.  The former warehouse facility of GŁOGÓW 
Sugar Factory, which later became a soft-drinks factory, 
has been thoroughly rebuilt and adapted to meet the pre-
sent and future needs of Famaba. The facility is equipped 
with a 50 tonne capacity gantry crane as well as assem-
bly and processing workstations. It is also equipped with 

two boring machines:  ‘dubler’ and a well-known Skoda. 
Mr Piotr Małagocki and Mr Jarosław Ewert familiarized 
us the a brief history of this facility and its intended use. 
Sales Manager of E-Crane Group, Mr Bas Tolhuisen, 
outlined the activities conducted by the Group on the 
markets throughout the world. Mr Mark Luyckx, repre-
senting the third generation of the owners of Luyckx, 

THE OFFICIAL OPENING 
OF E-LOGISTICS FACILITY

talked about cooperation and developing new business 
relations between our companies.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony was performed by: the 
Mayor Rafael Rokaszewicz, the Head of the County  
Jarosław Dudkowiak, the President of E-Towers Famaba 
Geert De Meyere and the owner of Famaba and the entire 
E-Crane Group Lieven Bauwens. 

Mr Mark Luyckx had the honour of breaking a sacrificial 
bottle of champagne.

We wish to thank all our guests for accepting our invita-
tions, honouring the celebrations with their presence as 
well as all their wishes and congratulations given to us.

We also wish to express our gratitude to our former and 
present employees for their contribution to developing 
our company, their commitment and involvement over 
the past seventy years.



Mr Jan Grab, an active member of our staff, 
may boast about having the longest service to Famaba. 
Mr Grab, born in 1951, after having completed a se-
ven-year primary school in 1965 was admitted to the  
Basic Vocational School for Working Students attached 
to the Construction Machinery factory in Głogów to stu-
dy to become a toolmaker. In 1968 he started working 
for Famaba as a metal cutter in the metal cutting facility 
located on the shore of the bay on the Odra River. He has 
worked for Famaba as a  drill operator since finishing his 
military service in 1974. It can be simply calculated that 
he has worked for our company for 52 years! 

This year he and his wife Barbara will be celebrating their 
40th wedding anniversary, he has three children and five 
grandchildren. 

The man is fascinated with football. As a young boy 
he used to play for Brzostów football club in class B 
matches. He is a loyal fan of Chrobry Głogów Football 
Club. He always takes his grandchildren to football  
games.

We wish to thank Mr Jan Grab for his many years of work 
and to congratulate him on his perseverance.

Newborn babies  
in our community!

We are extremely pleased to inform you that our great 
corporate family gained a few new members.

Magdalena Maciejewsk and 
Marcin Kolanko becam the 
parents of a son Antoni.  
Antoś was born on 1 Decem-
ber at 11:30 a.m. He weighted 
3.4 kg and was 52 cm tall. 

On 4 November Adam Ko-
smatka, the son of Darek 
and Natalia, was born. Adaś 
weighted 3.39 kg at birth and 
was 54 cm tall.

We also welcome Julia Ja-
nik, the only newborn baby 
girl in our ‘team’, a daughter 
of a skilled welder Rafał and 
his partner Natalia. Julia was 
born on 16 November in 
Nowa Sól.

We want to congratulate the parents and we wish all of 
you good health!

On 26 November our col-
league Bartek Hauke tied 
the knot. His chosen one 
is Magdalena Michalak. 
Congratulations, dear ne-
wly weds! We wish you 
a life together filled with 
happiness and love.

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 

2017!  
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Congratulations!
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