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Marking 72 Years of Independence: Celebrating 

Israel’s Diversity, By Bob Feferman 

     On May 14th, 1948 
when David Ben-Gurion 
declared Israel’s independ-
ence, he and the founders 
were not even sure that 
Israel would survive its 
first war. Seventy-two 
years later, Israel has a 
wonderfully diverse popu-
lation that has created a 
thriving economy. Cele-
brating Israel’s diversity 
will be the theme for this 
year’s Yom Ha'Azmaut 
chosen by our Federation 
Shlicha, Chen Nissan, who 
is organizing the event. 
     As this edition of Our 
Community News goes to 

print, the plans for the 
community Yom Ha'Az-
maut event at the Federa-
tion are on hold until fur-
ther notice, due to the re-
strictions on public gather-
ings resulting from the 
Coronavirus. 
     Nevertheless, just as 
Israel has learned to inno-
vate to overcome difficul-
ties, we will also provide 
innovative virtual online 
programming for Yom 
Ha'Azmaut on Sunday, 
April 26th. The lineup of 
speakers for the day will 
reflect the theme of diver-
sity. (Please see notifica-
tions from the Federation 
on our website and Face-

book page). 
     Here are a few facts 
about Israel’s diverse pop-
ulation that may surprise 
our readers. As of Decem-
ber 2019, the population of 
Israel stood at 9,136,000. 
The Jewish population 
makes up 74.1% of the 
population. In 2019, the 
non-Jewish population by 
religion was roughly 18% 
Muslim-Arab, 2% Chris-
tian-Arab and 2% Druze. 
The other 4.8% includes 
non-Arab Christians and 
Baha’i (Source: Jewish Vir-
tual Library). 
     Israel’s Jewish popula-
tion is also highly diverse. 

     Dear  Community 
Members and Supporters 
of the Jewish Federation 
of St. Joseph Valley, 
     My name is Moshe. 
I’m thrilled and honored 
to be your new Executive 
Director. I wanted to 
reach out and say Hineini 
— here I am! I am here 
for YOU to collaborate, 
celebrate, and join togeth-
er in the shared work of 
creating a vibrant Jewish 
community. 
     Coming to South Bend 

Continue to Page  2 

Continue to Page 4 

Introducing New 

Executive 

Director, Moshe 

Kruger 

 

Federation Programming Update: 
 

For the health and well-being of our members, staff, and 
guests, and in compliance with the stay at home order 
issued by Governor Holcomb on March 23, the Jewish 
Federation of St. Joseph Valley is suspending use of our 
building. We hope to reopen on Monday, April 13. The 
staff will be working remotely and hope to announce 
various virtual opportunities in the coming days. Staff 
can still be reached via email during this time and will 
be checking their voicemails regularly. 
Be sure to keep an eye on our digital marketing for  
updates on our modified engagement opportunities. 
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Our Community News is published 
monthly by the Jewish Federation of 

St. Joseph Valley  for the Jewish 
community in Michiana. 

has special significance for 
my wife, Karen, and me 
since I have deep roots in 
the Midwest. Not only 
have I lived in Chicago for 
the past 25 years, I actually 
grew up not so far away in 
Michigan, where my late 
father, Daniel, taught at 
Michigan State University. 
As for my mom, Sylvia, 
she’s celebrating her 92nd 
birthday this month in Zi-
chron Yaakov, quite close 
to the Western Galilee. As 
the middle child in a fami-
ly of five siblings, I learned 
what it means to grow and 
thrive in a warm, open and 
inclusive environment, one 
that welcomes challenge 
and rewards accomplish-
ment. These are the per-
sonal resources and values 
that I hope to bring to bear 
in order to achieve our 
hopes and dreams for our 
Jewish Federation family 
here in Michiana. 
     As I write this introduc-
tion in mid-March for the 
April edition of Our Com-
munity News, the corona-
virus hit a tipping point. I 
had hoped to have met 
many of you during my 
first couple of weeks, how-
ever, given the current cli-
mate, many of the oppor-
tunities have been post-
poned. Therefore, I'm us-

From Executive Director Moshe Kruger 

Continued from Page  1 

OUR VISION. OUR MISSION.  
OUR VALUES. OUR GOALS. 

 

The Jewish Federation of St. Joseph Valley is the central resource to embrace, connect 
and support Jews locally and globally through social  services, coordinated fundraising, 

community outreach, and educational and recreational programs. 

 

 

ing this opportunity to in-
troduce myself virtually 
until we have the pleasure 
of coming together again 
as a community. 
     At the Federation, the 
health and wellbeing of 
our members, staff, and 
community are always a 
top priority. While we can-
not predict the state of af-
fairs at the time you’ll be 
receiving this newsletter, 
the Federation will be ac-
tively monitoring the latest 
news and developing im-
aginative, creative, and 
responsible ways to safely 
serve our members and the 
community. 
     It is my sincere hope 
that I will meet as many of 
you as possible when the 
exposure to Covid-19 is no 
longer a health risk. You 
should know, my door is 
always open but, in the 
meantime, we’ll continue 
following best practices for 
our collective health and 
welfare and suggest we 
communicate via email 
mkruger@thejewishfed.org 
and by phone at 574-233-
1164. 
     In the spirit of the Pass-
over holiday (may the 
coronavirus pass over us 
quickly and safely, Amen), 
permit me to share with 
you Moshe’s Four Ques-
tions as I honor the Federa-

tions’ past accomplish-
ments and begin our new 
journey together into our 
bright and promising fu-
ture. 
1. What do you love about 
our St. Joseph Valley Jew-
ish Federation? 

2. If you could change one 
thing about our Jewish 
Federation, what would it 
be? 

3. In your view, what are 
the core, cardinal values of 
the Federation? 

4. What do we want to 
pass on to our children 
about Jewish communal 
life, Jewish ethics and Jew-
ish learning? 
     And one additional bo-
nus question: What would 
be your one piece of advice 
or tip for someone new to 
South Bend? 
     I close with deep grati-
tude to you all for entrust-
ing me to lead the Federa-
tion into this new decade. 
My wife, Karen, a profes-
sor and organizer of Jewish 
activities on campus at 
University of Notre Dame 
and I couldn’t be more 
thrilled to be joining our 
new family — you all have 
made me feel so very wel-
comed. 

L-Shalom, 

Moshe 
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Amos Guiora to Speak on the Bystander in Hate Crimes on Yom 

HaShoah on April 19th 

     Given the resurgence of 
hate crimes over the past 
several years, this year’s 
keynote speaker for our 
Federation’s Yom Hashoah 
commemoration, Professor 
Amos Guiora, will address 
the topic through a unique 
perspective. His talk is ti-
tled, “Crimes of Complici-
ty: the Role of the Bystand-
er from the Holocaust to 
Hate Crimes in America." 
     As this edition of Our 
Community News goes to 
print, the plans for the 
community Yom Hashoah 
commemoration at the 

Federation are on hold un-
til further notice. This is 
due to the restrictions on 
public gatherings as a re-
sult of the Coronavirus. 
Nevertheless, plans are 
now underway for the talk 
by Professor Guiora to be 
made available to our com-
munity virtually. (See up-
dates on our website and 
Facebook page for more 
details). 
     Professor Guiora’s talk 
is sponsored by the Okon 
Family Endowment for 
Holocaust Education. The 
idea for this timely topic 

came from Ina Rosenberg 
who represents the Okon 
Family Fund. 
     Amos N. Guiora is Pro-
fessor of Law at the S.J. 
Quinney College of Law, 
University of Utah. He 
teaches Criminal Law, 
Criminal Procedure, Inter-
national Law, Global Per-
spectives on Counterter-
rorism and Religion and 
Terrorism, incorporating 
innovative scenario-based 
instruction to address na-
tional and international 
security issues and dilem-
mas. Professor Guiora’s 

research and book, The 
Crime of Complicity: The 
Bystander in the Holo-
caust, helped build a foun-
dation for legislation intro-
duced in the 2018 and 2019 
Utah Legislative Sessions 
by Representative Brian 
King that would require 
Utah citizens to assist oth-
ers who are suffering, or 
are threatened with serious 
bodily injury associated 
with a crime or an emer-
gency. 
     For more details about 
this event, please contact 
Shani Kramer, Federation 
Program Director. 

Farewell,  Ben Davis 

Hello Jewish Michiana, 
     Last month I posted my 
good-bye message and I 
had to shorten part of it 
due to space. I would like 
to, once again, thank eve-
ryone in the community 
for all of their support over 

my years and mention 
some other very important 
people who contributed 
greatly to the Federation’s 
success during my tenure. 
Stephanie Scharf z”l and 
Lisa Gerber both were in-
valuable working with Liz-
zie and me over the years. 
They made a huge, power-
ful and positive impact on 
their JFS clients, communi-
ty members and the entire 
staff. Monika Wayne spent 
years building up so many 
great programs and has 
left a lasting legacy with 
Forever Learning Institute, 
Yom HaShoah, film festi-
val and so many other pro-

grams. The mark Monika 
has left is indelible and I 
am so grateful for the years 
we worked together. Regi-
na Rozenblit continues to 
be a dedicated volunteer 
and teacher of our ESL 
class, but also I am thank-
ful for her previous 15 
years of service to the Fed-
eration. Lori DeMike and 
Samara Gold both did so 
many great things for our 
kitchen (and stomachs) 
over the years and handled 
all of the last minute 
changes and increases to 
our food needs with grace 
and unwavering passion. 
Mike McComish and Joe 

Havens worked on our 
building, ensuring every-
thing was clean and work-
ing. I was blessed to work 
with so many amazing 
people over the past 6+ 
years and I hope you all 
know how much I appreci-
ated all of you.  I look for-
ward to continuing to be a 
member of the greater 
Michiana Jewish commu-
nity. Thank you all so 
much! 
 
L’Shalom, 
 
Ben Davis  
Former Executive Director 
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Betty and Sam Schpok  
Spirit of Federation Award  

 
 
 

 
   
 
 

   Do you want to honor someone special, someone 
who has always responded to help the Jewish        

community? A mensch from way back? 
 

    The Betty & Sam Schpok Spirit of Federation Award 
is given annually to honor an individual who has 

demonstrated personal commitment, dedication and 
leadership to the Jewish Federation and / or the local 

Jewish community. This award is presented every 
June at the Jewish Federation’s Annual Meeting, and 

is open for nominations from our community. 
 

     To nominate an individual, please contact the office 
at the Jewish Federation at  info@thejewishfed.org for 
a nomination form. The deadline for nominations is 

April 12, 2020 to be considered. 

Scholarship Opportunities! 

Once again, the Jewish Federation of St. Joseph Valley 
will award scholarships to Jewish students in our service 
area from the Craig and Carol Kapson Scholarship Fund, 
the Lillian and Harvey Roland Trust, and Neil and Leah 
Silver Advanced Degree Scholarship. 
The Kapson Scholarship helps Jewish students from our 

area attend a university, college or technical institute in 
Indiana. The Lillian and Harvey Roland Scholarship  pro-
vides scholarships to applicants matriculating to Indiana 
University who have demonstrated academic achieve-
ment and financial need.  
For our graduate students we have the Neil and Leah 

Silver Advanced Degree Scholarship. This fund provides 
a scholarship for Jewish students from our service area to 
attend an accredited university graduate program. Unlike 
the Kapson and Roland Scholarships, this scholarship is 
available to students attending universities outside the 
state of Indiana. 
For more information or to get an application, visit 

thejewishfed.org/scholarships, or contact the Federation 
at 574-233-1164. Applications are due April 1st, 2020! 

Today, more than half of 
the Jews of Israel are from 
families who have never 
left the Middle East or 
North Africa. They repre-
sent the more than 850,000 
Jews who left the Muslim 
world after Israel was cre-
ated in 1948, most of 
whom came to Israel. 
     They came from places 
as diverse as Algeria, 
Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Libya, 
Morocco, Syria, Turkey 
and Yemen. Chen Nissan’s 
family is an example of 
this diversity with her 
grandparents coming from 
Iran and Iraq. 
     The story of the immi-
gration of the Jews of Ethi-
opia is one of the miracles 
of our time. Motivated by 
their deep longing to re-
turn to the Land of Israel, 
the Jews of Ethiopia were 
Zionists before there was 
Zionism. 
     It was thanks to the de-
termination of the Jewish 
communal leadership of 
Ethiopia, and the courage 
of thousands who walked 
cross desert to Sudan, that 
the government of Israel 
came to understand the 
need to help Ethiopian-
Jews come to Israel. 
Through secret operations 
organized by Israel’s Mos-
sad and the Israel Air 
Force, and supported by 
the Jewish Federations of 
North America, more than 
90,000 Ethiopian Jews 

Continued from Page 1 

Marking 72 Years of Independence: 

Celebrating Israel’s Diversity 

eventually made their way 
to Israel. 
     And finally, there are 
the Arab and Druze citi-
zens of Israel who now 
make up 22% of the popu-
lation. Many of them live 
in mixed cities such as Tel 
Aviv-Yafo, Haifa and in 
Western Galilee, the region 
we know so well through 
Partnership2Gether. 
     No place is more repre-
sentative of this diversity 
than Galilee Medical Cen-
ter (GMC) located in Naha-
riya. The medical staff and 
patients of the hospital 
represent this diversity 
which is headed by Dr. 
Masad Barhoum, a Chris-
tian-Arab. Western Galilee 
is a microcosm of what 
peace could look like one 
day in the Middle East. 
     GMC staff member Sha-
ron Mann wrote in Times 
of Israel, “It’s heartening to 
see that a leading institu-
tion in the Galilee can 
serve as an example of the 
best our country has to of-
fer- a many layered mosaic 
of people working in sync 
to provide chesed (loving 
kindness) and top notch 
medical care to all.” 
     Please join us online on 
Sunday, April 26th for our 
virtual Yom Haazmaut 
events. If you have any 
questions about these 
events, please contact 
Chen Nissan at Isra-
el@thejewishfed.org. 
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 Caring Connections 

Springing into Action 
By Rowan Kelley 

Jewish Michiana, 
 

     While events over the 
past few weeks have been 
unprecedented, Jewish 
Family Services is working 
to ensure that the needs of 
our community are being 
fulfilled. I have already 
been contacted by many 
members of our communi-
ty asking how they can 
help during this current 
situation, and I am grateful 
that we have a community 
that is so ready to give. I 
have recently contacted 
our congregational Rabbis 
and synagogue presidents, 
and am now reaching out 
to let everyone know what 
JFS is doing to help in the 
community, as well as to 
share ways that you can 
help. I know that, as al-
ways, we will rise up to-
gether as a community to 
support and be supported 
by one another. 
     The first area I would 
like to address is the im-
mediate, tangible needs of 

community members. All 
current JFS clients are be-
ing contacted to assess 
their needs and ensure that 
they have necessary items. 
In addition, in consultation 
with the Food Pantry Com-
mittee, we are asking that 
those in the community 
who are not current clients 
but are in need of essential 
household items please 
contact me, Charmagne 
LaFortune, or Nancy Ken-
nedy directly. Our Kosher 
Food Pantry has some es-
sential hygiene items, and 
we will do everything in 
our power to ensure that 
everyone has what they 
need. 
     In addition, many of our 
community members are 
becoming more isolated. 
School closings, remote 
work policies, restriction of 
group activities and wor-
ship services, and closing 
healthcare and assisted-
living facilities to the pub-
lic are prudent measures to 

slow or stop the spread of 
COVID-19. While we can-
not currently congregate in 
our normal fashion, our 
staff and volunteers can 
ensure that everyone in the 
community is connected 
by phone, text and/or 
email. For those who are 
physically isolated, we will 
ensure that they remain 
connected in the days to 
come. 
     If you are not currently 
a JFS client, and are home-
bound, immunocompro-
mised, or otherwise at high
-risk, please contact me 
directly! Currently, we can 
help you to obtain hygiene 
or other essential house-
hold items, and/or connect 
you to our check-in call 
list. 
     Now, I am asking for 
your help in two ways: 
1. If you are able to volun-
teer and help us ensure 
that our community mem-
bers maintain regular con-
tact with others, please 
contact me. Our staff will 
work to connect volunteers 
to everyone who is physi-
cally isolated, so that we 
can offer each other con-
tact, conversation and fel-

lowship on a regular basis. 
Volunteers will not be in 
physical contact with oth-
ers, only in contact via 
calls/texts/emails. 
2. If you know someone 
who is physically isolated, 
please encourage them to 
contact me, Charmagne or 
Nancy, and we will work 
to keep them connected via 
phone/text/email. 
     My phone number is 
574-233-1164 ext. 1804. My 
cell phone number is 574-
309-1213, and my email is 
rkelley@thejewishfed.org. 
Charmagne’s number is 
574-233-1164 ext.1806, and 
her email address is clafor-
tune@thejewishfed.org. 
Nancy’s phone number is 
269-405-7808, and her 
email address is jewish-
familyservicesbh@gmail.co
m. We look forward to 
hearing from and working 
with everyone in the com-
munity. I feel very fortu-
nate that whatever tomor-
row brings, we will face it 
together as one small but 
mighty Jewish community. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Rowan Kelley 

~Sponsor an Entire Seder Plate $360~ 
 

Donations can be mailed or dropped off 
at The Jewish Federation, or made 

directly on our website, 
www.Thejewishfed.org. 

Help us fill our community Seder Plate with your donation 
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From the Desk of our Shlicha 
Getting to Know Our Israeli Brothers: Interview 

with Eli Rosenbaum   By Chen Nissan 

     I’m excited to publish 
this two-part interview 
that I did with Eli Rosen-
baum, a very unique per-
son who had a major im-
pact on me when I was in 
high school (and until to-
day). Eli was my teacher in 
11th-12th grade. I was for-
tunate to study in a unique 
school called “Yachad” 
that brings orthodox and 
secular students and teach-
ers together. I interviewed 
Eli because one of my mis-
sions for my Shlichut is to 
expose our community to 
different Israeli and Jewish 
stories. Eli, who lives in the 
West Bank, has a unique 
point of view on Israeli 
society. 
     As my teacher, Eli was 
always open to hear my 
opinions and respected 
them, just as I learned so 
much from him. Eli is in-
spiring to me as a person. 
On the one hand, he lives 
according to his values and 
principles, and on the oth-
er hand he respects people 
who are different then 
him. I hope you will enjoy 
reading this interview as I 
enjoyed writing it. Thank 
you Eli for sharing your 
inspiring story with us. 
     Q: Tell our readers 
about yourself: 
     A: My father was born 
to parents who survived 
the Holocaust in Ausch-
witz. The Holocaust was 

Eli & I at my Graduation 

something that was ever 
present in our home. My 
mother was born and 
raised in the Jewish com-
munity of Philadelphia in a 
Conservative synagogue. 
Her parents were very Zi-
onist. Her mother, who 
died a year ago, was presi-
dent of the local chapter of 
Hadassah. 
     My mother came to Isra-
el on a synagogue tour and 
fell in love with Israel. 
When she graduated high 
school, she decided to 
make Aliyah. Then she met 
my father who was Ortho-
dox. When they got mar-
ried, they decided to live 
an Orthodox lifestyle. 
     My grandmother wrote 
a spiritual will for our fam-
ily. In it is written that we 
should be good friends of 
one another, to always give 
Tzedakah, preferably 
anonymously, and always 
keep the Ten Command-
ments. She wrote that she 
had the honor of being an 
active participant in the 
building of the State of Is-
rael and she hoped that 
that we would continue 
that same path. Her will is 
very meaningful to our 
family, and it guides us in 
our lives to this day. 
     Q: How did you be-
come a settler in the West 
Bank? 
     A: After the ’67 war, 
Judea and Samaria were 
liberated along with the 
Golan Heights and Sinai. 
Then the settlement move-
ment began. It was called, 
“Gush Emunim”. In 1978, 
my father was studying at 
a Yeshiva called Merkaz 
HaRav named after Rabbi 

Kook, the spiritual leader 
of the Religious Zionist 
movement (Dati Leumi). A 
group of young people 
came together to become 
the first settlers of Beit El, a 
place in Judea located just 
north of Jerusalem. 
     Since my father grew up 
in a small farming village 
near Ashkelon to parents 
who were Holocaust survi-
vors, he was used to living 
in difficult conditions. 
However, for my mother, 
it was a huge change in her 
lifestyle. She came from a 
wealthy family in Philadel-
phia. She left it all behind 
so that she could live on a 
barren hilltop in Judea and 
settle the land of our ances-
tors. 
     Q: What motivated the 
settler movement? 
     A: Most of the stories of 
the Bible happened in Ju-
dea and Samaria and not 
in the coastal plain, which 
was where the Philistines 
lived. Most of the tribes of 
Israel lived in the hills of 
Judea and Samaria (also 
referred to as the West 
Bank). That’s why they 
settled in Beit El. 
     My older sister was the 
first child born in the new 
settlement. My father al-
ways says that she was the 
first Jewish child born in 
Beit El after 2,000 years. 
     In my eyes, we are seek-
ers of peace. We didn’t go 
looking for wars. We simp-
ly wanted to live in the 
place that our ancestors 
Abraham and Jacob lived. 
     We had good relations 
with our Arab neighbors. 
We went shopping in near-
by Ramallah. We used Ar-

ab taxis, shopped in their 
markets and went to Arab 
dentists. It was not danger-
ous to live there, and we 
didn’t live in fear. 
     At some point after the 
First Intifada began in 
1987, things changed. 
     Q: Tell us about the 
place you now live called 
Ateret: 
     A: Ateret was founded a 
few years after Beit El in 
1981. After we got married, 
we decided to move to 
Ateret after the Second In-
tifada in 2001. Ateret was 
going through a crisis. Af-
ter many terror attacks 
during the Second Intifada, 
many people simply left 
the settlement. 
     There is a lot of Jewish 
history that happened 
here. This is where the bat-
tles of Judah the Maccabee 
occurred. We are a small 
and warm community. 
Five years ago, we bought 
the land legally and G-d 
willing, we plan on build-
ing 120 more units. We 
have a musical Yeshiva 
called “Kinor David.” I 
taught there for 7 years 
before I came to teach in 
your high school in 
Modi’in. 
     This is the end of the first 
part of the interview, in next 
month’s article you will read 
about why Eli decided to 
teach in “Yachad” school and 
about what is the ideal Israeli 
society to his opinion. 

Ateret on the map 
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June 22-July 31, 2020 
Grades K-7th 

Cost: $130 per week/$675 for the whole summer 
*Includes a non-refundable registration fee of $10 per week  or  

$50 for the whole summer that is due at registration. 
 

Discounts available include:  
Early Bird Registration Special through April 3rd - $10 off per week 

 

Multi-Week Discount - $10 off per week  
(Not applicable for campers using the whole summer special) 

 

Multi-Child Discount - $5 off per week 
 

Scholarships Available for those in need! 
 

For more information, please contact our office at 

 Camp@thejewishfed.org, or 574-233-1164.  

2020 Camp Ideal Registration 
To register, return this form to the Jewish Federation or give us a call. 

 

 
______________________________________________________________________________   
Camper’s name (Last, First, Middle)     

    
 
____________________Birth date (mm/dd/yyyy) ____________Grade (Fall of 2020) 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address (Camper’s Residence)     
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
City   State    Zip 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent 1/Guardian 1 Name 
  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Best Contact Phone    E-mail address 

 
*Registration fee must accompany form, to save your camper’s place. 

Submit registration form and fee to the Jewish Federation 
3202 Shalom Way, South Bend, IN 46615 
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 Federation Book Club 

By Beth Buechler 

     The Water Dancer, by 
Ta-Nehisi Coates 
     Ta-Nehisi Coates’s nar-
rator is Hiram Walker—
son of a Virginian planta-
tion owner and a “Tasked” 
woman. Whether called 
“ w i s h f u l  t h i nk i n g ,” 
“magical realism,” or 
“supernatural,” the novel 
is a must read. Hiram’s 
terminology smoothly 
brings us into his world 
view and story—“Tasked” 
for enslaved human be-
ings, “Quality” for masters 
and their families, and 
“low whites,” for those, as 
Hiram puts it: “tolerated 
publicly by the Quality, 
but spurned in private.” 
Note also his use of upper 
and lower case letters—
particularly lower case for 
“lows.” 
     “Conduction” is proba-
bly the most important 
word of the book. En-
dowed with double mean-
ing—you might first think 
is simply means transport-
ing people via the Under-
ground; however, Hiram’s 

African magic turns 
“Conduction” into tele-
portation of humans and 
special objects. The mix of 
memory, water, and hav-
ing suffered the abuses of 
slavery helps Hiram devel-
op this power. Conduction 
unblocks his most painful 
memories, and, as these 
memories become less 
blocked, Conduction be-
comes more powerful. The 
stronger the Conduction, 
the greater the teleporta-
tion distance—and what 
could be more desirable 
than distance when at-
tained by the Under-
ground Railroad? This 
novel also brings forth a 
delightful entrance and 
rendition of Harriet Tub-
man, herself a master of 
Conduction. 
     I can’t remember a live-
lier discussion than we had 
for The Water Dancer. 
     The Book Club usually 
meets monthly at 4 PM 
however, due to the out-
break of COVID-19, our 
meetings are to be put on 

 

Memorial Contributions to  
Jewish Federation Funds 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We welcome contributions to our various funds listed below.   
Individual acknowledgment cards are sent for each contribution.  

 
The Jewish Federation expresses its appreciation to 

these generous donors:  
 

From the following contributors: 
Board & Staff of JFSJV 
Eve Lazarov 
Allison Izsak    

 

To the following funds: 
Lisa Lerman Community Bridge Endowment Fund 

 

In Memory of: 
Lisa Lerman 

Sara & Milton Brook JFS Fund 
Friends of the PJ Library 
Ron S. & Nancy P. Cohen JFS Fund 
Karen Dwyer Our Community News 

Fund 
Dayle L. & David W. Piser Building 

& Grounds Fund 
Debby Barton Grant Campership  
Jewish Family Services Food Pantry  
Jewish Federation Executive Director      

Discretionary Fund 
Jewish Federation of St. Joseph Valley 

(Unrestricted) 
Jewish War Veterans #318 Library  
Jewish Women’s Endowment Fund  
Craig & Carol Kapson Arts Endow-

ment 
Craig & Carol Kapson Scholarship  
Lisa Lerman Community Bridge  

Endowment Fund 
Ruth & Ben Levy Senior Services 

Fund  
Michael Liss Endowment Fund 
Viola Major Jewish Education Fund 
Marcus-Schulman Jewish Family 

Services 
Sherry Moses Holocaust Memorial 

Fund 
Bernard & Shirley Natkow  
Campership  
Bernard H. Natkow Lecture Fund  
Okon Family Endowment for Holo-

caust Education 
Ruth & Myer Piser Adult Education 

Fund 
Steve Rodin JFS Fund 
Harvey & Lillian Roland Scholarship 
Schpok Spirit of Federation  
Michael Signer Unity Garden Fund 
Neil & Leah Silver Advanced Degree 

Scholarship  
R o b e r t  S i m o n  L e a d e r s h i p  

Development  
Kurt &Tessye Simon Building Fund 
Kurt &Tessye Simon Seniors Living 

with Dignity Fund 
Bob & Pat  Turbow Library  

Acquisitions Fund 
Sandra Winicur Book Club Fund 
Youth Endowment Fund 

Memorial Contributions 

hold, until further notice. 
We meet to discuss books 
of either global or page-
turning interest, and not to 
promote our own writing 
or that of our friends. 
     Our location is the  

Jewish Federation of St. 
Joseph Valley, 3202  
Shalom Way, South Bend. 
To become a member of 
this group, please contact: 
emilyb@thejewishfed.org. 
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Our Community Table 

Greetings readers, 
 
This month’s OCT entry is 
a long-time crowd favorite. 
A crunchy-and-crisp on 
the outside, soft-and-
marshmallow-y on the in-
side confection topped 
with luscious mountains of 
whipped cream and color-
ful, juicy fruit, Pavlova is 
beautiful to behold and 
easy to serve. It makes a 
particularly nice addition 
to the Pesach dessert buffet 
as it is also Kosher for 
Passover! Topped with real 
whipped cream for dairy 
or a non-dairy topping for 
meat meals, this light and 
beautiful dessert may well 
become the same favorite 
Passover tradition for your 
family and friends as it is 
for mine. 
 
Wishing you all a very 
happy (and delicious) 
Passover, with love, from 
Our Community Table. 

By Cristyne Porile Pavlova 
Serves 8-10 people 

 
Ingredients 
•  6 egg whites 
•  Salt, a pinch 
•  2 cups white, granulated sugar 
•  1 1/2 teaspoons white vinegar 
•  1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla 
•  1-2 (or as much as you like) cups whipped cream 
(or non-dairy whipped topping) 
•  Fruits of your choice (like mixed berries or  
peaches and plumbs) for decorating 
 
Directions: 
Preheat oven to 300 degrees Fahrenheit (for standard, electric oven) 
**If you have a gas oven, preheat to 450 degrees F before starting to beat egg whites 
and just before you put the Pavlova into the oven, reduce the temperature to 300  
degrees** 
 
1.  In the bowl of an electric mix master, or with an electric hand mixer, beat egg 
whites with salt at highest speed.  When soft peaks form, add sugar--1 tablespoon at a 
time. 
 
2.  When whites are very stiff and all the sugar has been added, blend in the vinegar 
and the vanilla gently using a spoon--not the mix master. 
 
3.  Cover a large cookie sheet with parchment paper or line a large deep-dish pizza tin 
with aluminum foil.  Heap the beaten egg white/Pavlova mixture into a pile in the 
middle and using a fork (or a spoon) spread the billowy mixture into large circle.  If 
using the pizza tin, shape sides up a bit--if using a cookie sheet, try to shape sides up 
a bit too, but don’t worry if it doesn’t appear to be too high.  The pile of merengue 
should be about 3 to 4 inches high throughout and just a bit higher on the edges. 
 
4.  Bake in oven for 40 to 50 minutes.  Turn oven off but do not open the door.  Let  
the Pavlova cool in oven--as is--until completely cooled.  I usually leave it in the oven 
overnight to completely dry out the merengue.  The merengue will be hard, crisp and 
yellowish on the outside--but will have a soft, marshmallow texture inside.  At this 
point, you can gently cover with tinfoil and keep very dry and at room temperature 
until you are ready to serve. 
 
5.  When ready to serve, pile glorious heaping spoonfuls of freshly whipped cream 
onto the merengue and generously garnish with strawberries, raspberries, blueber-
ries, (or a mix of all three), or maybe kiwi fruit, pineapple, or peaches-- whatever 
fruits are ripe, in season and that you like. 
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2020Annual Campaign Donor Honor Roll (1) 

Sheri Alpert 
Stephen Alpert 
Sarah Anne Anes 
Beverly & Dr. Peri Arnold 
Mary Sue Austin 
Donna B. Ayres 
Max and Amy Baim 
Dr. David & Billie** Bankoff 
Laurie and Yitzchak Baron 
Dr. Doug & Sandy Barton 
Joseph & Marzy** Bauer 
Yehudis & Rabbi Jacob Bechhofer 
Scott and Sharon Beisel 
Frida Belenkis 
Emily Benedix 
Shirley Berebitsky 
Janet Berman z”l LoJE 
Dr. Gary and Susan Bernstein 
Steven & Maureen Bluth 
Pat & Mara Boettcher 
Isaac Brinberg 
Barbara Brook 
Marsha Brook** 
Jamie & Steve Brooks 
Alan Brown & Tammie* Blackman 

Brown 
Marilyn Brown 
Minette Brown* 
Jody & Dr. Daniel Bruetman 
Darlene Bruner-Getz 
Brandon Bruning 
Beth Buechler 
Beverly Chamberg 
Rabbi Meira & Andrew Chmiel 
Peter Cholak & Zabe Williams 
Beverly Cohen 
Joel & Jill Cohen 
Barbara & Mickey Cohen 
Nancy Cohen* 
Ronald Cohen 

Stuart Cohn & Nedra Kennelly 
William  & Jody Comer 
Rabbi Karen Companez & Howard 

Steinberger 
Ramona Cornett 
David & Patricia Cossman 
Gayle Cossman 
Donald and Marni Cronk 
Abbie Davis 
Francie & Ben Davis 
Phyllis & Jerry Devorkin 
Lou Ann & Mort Dobbins 
Dr. Alan Dowty 
Karen Dwyer 
Dr. Yair &  Alana Elias 
Michael Eliasohn 
Laurel Eslinger 
Anne Feferman 
Alan and Terry* Feldbaum 
Sarah Feldbaum 
Mendel Feldleyfer 
Lynne & David Fischgrund 
Mary Fisher 
Stu & Anita Fishman 
Barbara Fizdale 
Marjorie & William Fizer 
Newton Frank 
Robert Frank 
William Frank 
Stephen and Barbara Fredman 
Chelly & Rob Freel 
Leah Frenkiel 
Jody and Dr. Michael Freid 
Dr. Mikhail & Katya Galperin 
Marcie & Dennis Gamble 
David Gardner 
Marilyn Gardner** 
Mark Gendel 

Donald & Sharon Gentner 
Lenore Gentner 
Dr. Steve & Lisa Gerber* 
Rabbi Jonah & Dena Gewirtz 
Daniel Gezelter & Carey Gaudren 
Neil Gilbert & Marianne Surges 
Stephen & Sharon Gilbert 
Dr. Bill & Leslie Gitlin** 
Dr. Joe Glazier 
Linda Glazier 
Mina Gardner & Dr. Wayne Gleiber 
Moe & Sheila Glenner 
Janina Goetz 
Joseph Gold 
Dora Goldberg 
Paul Goldberg 
Steve & Margaret** Goldberg 
Ed Golden 
Michall Goldman 
Dr. Mitchell & Nancy Goldstein 
Marjorie** & Paul Goldwin 
Sally Goloubow** 
Gloria Gour 
Dr. David Halperin 
Dr. David Halperin 
Sally & Roger Hamburg 
Phillip & Barbara Hartman 
Marc Heisler 
Yohonatan & Aviva Hershberg 
Judy Heumann 
Ruth Heumann 
Marnie Heyn 
Dr. Peter Holland & Romana Huk 
Marlene Hollenkamp 
Ruthie Isaacs-Holzer & Rabbi Bet-

zalel Holzer 
Bonny & Todd Hoover 
Dr. Keith Howell 
Maury & Candace Hurwich 
Robert Hutt 
Ruth Hutt 
Mel & Deborah Jacobson 
Lionel Jensen & Susan Blum 
Franklin Julian 
Vivian Kagan 
Ina Kahal 
Fred Kahn 
Matthew & Janine Kahn 
Pam Kahn 
David and Sharon Kalling 
Carol* & Craig Kapson 
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2020Annual Campaign Donor Honor Roll (2) 

Corky Karlin 
Bernard & Helene Katz 
Harlan & Paulette Katz 
Judy Katz 
Laurie Katz** & John Peacock 
Dr. Sam Katz 
Steven A. Katz 
Susie & Mark Katz 
Jack & Julie Keller 
Rowan & Amanda Kelley 
Paul & Clara Kessler 
Jean Ketcham & Jay Brockman 
Dr. Ilana** & Michael Kirsch 
Louis & Shonnie Klatch 
Natalie Klein 
Avromi & Channie Klor 
Alla & Anatoliy Kostylev 
Shoshana & Aryeh Kramer 
Dr. Mark & Allyson Kricheff 
Michael & Lesley Krueger 
Thomas & Claudia Kselman 
Paula & Tony Kupferer 
Gary & Paula Leece 
Alan Leichter 
David & Barbara** Lerman 
Donald Lerman 
Gerald & Tsipi** Lerman 
Michael & Mimi** Lerman 
Ted & Razel Lerman 
Al & Sondra Levin 
Michael & Bobbi Levin 
Sandy & Danny Levine 
Edward & Susan** Levy 
Jeffrey Levy 
Taylor Lewis 
Nancy Lichtenstein 
Rabbi Kuppel & Bekki Lindow 
Dr. William & Jo-Anne** Lopatin 
Lynne LoSeco 
Reggie Lowenhar** 
Emiliya Luban 
Vadim & Tatyana Luban 
Vladimir Luban 
Mady & Lee MacMillan 
Abe & Sara Marcus 
Gary & Myrna Marcus 
Joe Markley 
Sue Marsh 
Alexander & Laurie Martin 
Keith & Margarita Mattingly 
Babs Maza 

Randy and Laura Medow 
Sherry* & Donald Medow 
Hugh L. Metzger 
Linda* & Richard Mintz 
David & Lene Mirkin 
Sam Mirkin 
Alexander & Rita Mordkovich 
Rabbi Fred & Chaya Nebel 
Robert & Sarah Nerenberg 
Mikhail Netsmekh & Lyudmila 

Bodova 
Drs. Bernard & Etta* Nevel 
Daniel & Megan New 
Jeff & Ilene New* 
Joan New z”l Lion of Judah 
Sophie & Jordan New 
Geoffrey & Joy Newman 
Dr. Tzvi & Dr. Rachel Novick 
Marylyn  Oppenheim 
Mark & Janine Orenstein 
Ella Paston 
Dr. Dave & Laura Pflum 
Charlene & Gary Pippenger 
Frances & Mendel Piser z”l 
David W. Piser z"l 
Dr. Benjamin & Tresa Plotkin 
Dr. James & Cristyne* Porile 
Celene Potysman 
Paul & Elli Price 
Pinky Raab 
Shirley & Sam Raitzen z”l 
David & Julie Ravitch 
Ron & Catherine Ravitch 
Mark & Donna* Richter 
Karen & Tony Riffer-Reinart 
John Roncz 
David & Audrey Rose 

Elliot & Ann Rosen 
Francie and Morrie Rosen 
Dr. Charles Rosenbaum & Mona 

Medow** 
Dr. Charles & Carol Rosenberg 
Ina & Irv Rosenberg* 
Michael and Lisa Rosenberg 
Rabbi Yisroel Mayer & Naomi 

Rosenman 
Evelyn Rosenstein 
Jill Ross 
Mark & Regina Rozenblit 
Valentina Rozenblit 
Pam Rubenstein* 
Stacey and David Rubin 
Mrs. Shish Rubin z"l 
Laury Rubin 
Nancy Rubin 
Dr. Andrea Rusnock  
Liz Ryzhkova 
Sam & Alice Frost Saffren 
Jerry Safur 
Judy & Steve Saltzman 
Rabbi Dovid & Esther Samber 
Louis & Diane z"l Sandock 
Dr. Mark & Susan Sandock 
Dr. Bill & Diane* Sarnat 
Arielle Sax 
Barry & Cathy Schiff 
Dorothy & Dr. Herbert Schiller z”l 
Rick & Sandra Schpok 
Debbie Schrager 
James & Teresa Schrager 
Eleanor Schrager 
Sally Schreiber 
Tela Schulman-Hektor 
Cheri Schuster 
Dr. Bruce & Jennifer* Schwartz 



Thank you to the students at the South Bend Hebrew Day School for helping make mishloach manot to be dis-
tributed to our JFS clients! Your creative touch helped add to the joy that Purim brings! 

  

2020Annual Campaign Donor Honor Roll (3) 

Yehuda & Rivkie Seligson 
Rick & Ilene Sheffer 
Cari* & Barry Shein 
Dr. Alon & Debbie** Shemesh 
Jack & Ilone Sherman 
Nina Shor 
Sid & Judy Shroyer 
Jeff & Sharon Siegel 
Rabbi & Mrs Zvi & Tikki Silver 
Ann Silverman** 
Chuck Simon z"l 
Lynda B. Simon* 
Tessye Simon z"l Lion of Judah 
Anna Sirota 
Marlene Spiegel 
Simon & Danielle Springer 
Charles & Nancy Stanton 
Sorah Stein 
Allen Stenberg 

Simone Street 
Tatyana Sukhotinskaya 
Julie Tafelski 
Michael Thornton 
Edwin Topper 
Dr. Avishalom Tor &  Dr. Debbie Tor 
Dr. Mark & Linda Toth 
Posi Tucker 
Richard & Peggy Tucker 
Thomas & Patricia Tucker 
Will Turbow 
Arnold and Janet Valencia 
Miriam Viktora 
Eliezer & Temima Wainhaus 
Babs Waks Lion of Judah 
Byra Warner 
Cheryl Waldman LoJE 

Bonnie Waxman 
Kalvin Waxman 
Rabbi Rob Weber 
Nelson Weindling 
Eileen Weingarten 
Dr. Harvey & Carin* Weingarten 
Leonard & Darlene Weingarten 
Marie Weiss 
Dr. Richard Weiss 
Donald & Maria Wertheimer 
Barbara Wind* 
Dr. Robert & Myrna Wolosin 
Gloria Wolvos** 
Richard Wright 
Ian & Aviva Wulfsohn 
Rabbi Moshe & Tova Yachnes 
Robert Yampolsky & Diane Rapaport 
Heidi Zavatsky 
Rabbi Amiram & Shira Zeiger 
Terry & Jeffrey Zelvy 
Cheryl** & David Ziker 
Judith Ziker* 
Zina Zilbert 
Hadassa & Yehoshua Zweig 
Anonymous (4) 
*Lion of Judah 
**Pomegranate 
If you made a 2020 Campaign Pledge 
and do not see it listed, please contact 
Emily at emilyb@thejewishfed.org. 
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MICHIANA JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 
 
 

Come celebrate the 10th Annual Michiana Jewish Film Festival at the DeBartolo Performing Arts Center 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT IN LIGHT OF COVID-19, MICHIANA JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL LOCATION, 
LINEUP & SPONSORS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

There is still time to join our list of sponsors! If you would like to add your name to our film reel 
contact Shani at 574-233-1164 or by email to info@thejewishfed.org.   

Agent: 
 

Mara & Pat Boettcher 
Nancy & Ron Cohen 
Rabbi Karen Companez & 
  Howard Steinberger 
Terry & Alan Feldbaum 
RW Freel Heating &  
  Cooling 
Bonny & Todd Hoover 
Freddy Lerman & Family 
Jo-Anne & Bill (c) Lopatin 
Laurie (c) & Alex Martin 
Mary & Dr. James Reidy 
Pam Rubenstein 
South Bend Monument  
  Works 

Studio Mogul 
 

 Cari & Barry 
Shein 

Film Fan: 
Sheri Alpert (c)  
Sarah Anne Anes 
Emily Benedix 
Francie & Ben Davis 
Mina Gardner  

Thank you to our sponsors for making this year’s festival come to life.   

Additional Funding Provided By Grants From:  

Executive Producer:    

Diane & Mark Richter 

Actor: 
Sandy & Doug Barton 
Nana (c)  & Gary Fromm 
The Frank & Freel Families 
Mirkin Law Offices 
Ina & Irv Rosenberg Director 

 

Carol & Craig  Kapson 

 
 

 
Amanda & Rowan Kelley 
Megan & Dan New 
Carol & Charles Rosenberg 
Dr. Ilene & Rick Sheffer 
Monika & Mitchell Wayne 



Jewish Federation Community Calendar  ♦ April 2020 / Nisan 5780—Iyar 5780 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1        7 NISAN 

 
All Day: Deadline for 
Federation 
Scholarships 

2          8 NISAN 

 
 

3       9 NISAN 

 
All Day: Camp 
Ideal Registration 
Deadline 

4        10 NISAN 

 
 

5           11 NISAN 

 

 

6             12 NISAN 

 
 

7            13 NISAN 

 
 

8       14 NISAN 

 
OFFICE CLOSES 
AT 3:00 PM FOR 
FIRST SEDER 

9           15 NISAN 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 
FOR PASSOVER 

10    16 NISAN 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 
FOR PASSOVER 

 

11           17 NISAN 

 
PASSOVER 

12             18 NISAN 

 
PASSOVER 

 
All Day: Deadline for 
Betty & Sam Spock 
Spirit of Federation 
Award Nominations 

13    19 NISAN 

 
PASSOVER 

14       20 NISAN 

 
PASSOVER 

15          21 NISAN 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 
FOR PASSOVER 

16              22 NISAN 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 
FOR PASSOVER 

17    23 NISAN 

 
 
 

18     24 NISAN 

 
 

19       25 NISAN 

 
3:00 PM: Yom Ha 
Shoah Program 

20     26 NISAN 

 
 

21       27 NISAN 

 
 

 

22     28 NISAN 

 
 

23       29 NISAN 

 
 
 

24    30 NISAN 

 
 

 

25       1 IYAR 

 
 

26         2 IYAR 

 
11:00 AM: Yom Ha 
Zikaron Program 

27       3 IYAR 

 
 

28          4 IYAR 

 
 

29        5 IYAR 

 
 

30         6 IYAR 

 

  
 

Federation Jewish Holiday Sababah 

From our Friends & Partners 

POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
Lea Goldman, MFA 

A Holocaust Survivor Story Teller 
In CONVERSATION 2020, with SARAH MARTIN 

South Bend Museum of Art 
Reception and Artist Presentation 

www.Southbendart.org 
 

Please join your fellow community members for the South Bend Museum of Art’s Conversation Series. The Conversa-
tion Series of exhibitions pairs a regional established artist from outside the South Bend community. It sparks discus-
sion between the work of the two artists-examining parallels and dissonances, and provides an opportunity to exhibit 
some of the strongest artists working today, in the region and nation. Taking full advantage of the expansive Warner 
Gallery, Conversations also encourages artists to show larger, more ambitious work, than what might be possible in 

smaller gallery spaces.  
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Share Your Seder 
 

In the Haggadah, the liturgy used for the Passover Se-
der, one of the lines is “Let all who are hungry come and 
eat.”  This theme is one that we embrace all year long, but 
especially at Pesach.  Your kindness helps ensure that 
fifty individuals or families have what they need in order 
to have a Passover Seder in their own home.  

This month please consider donating funds so that 
Jewish Family Services can provide specific items need-
ed for Passover.   If you would like to help families and 
individuals during Passover please call 574-233-1164 to 
make a donation over the phone or send a check payable 
to Jewish Federation of St. Joseph Valley to 3202 Shalom 
Way, South Bend, 46615, and write Passover in the memo 
line. 

Your kindness is greatly appreciated! 
Thank You.  
Jewish Family Services Staff  

~Sponsor an Entire Seder Plate $360~ 
 

Donations can be mailed or dropped off at 
the Jewish Federation, or made 

directly on our website, www.thejewishfed.org. 

Help us fill our community Seder Plate with your donation 


