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"The poor you will always have with you..... "   Matthew 26:11 
 

In case anyone was wondering, I would like to address the question, 'Why Presbyterian Outreach?".   

The easy answer is that people matter.  I know I sort of approached this before, and not all of you are 

numbers people, but for those of you who are, I thought it would be interesting to once again  look at 

statistics of the population we target for aid.  The figures here are based on 2016 numbers, as those 

were the figures I could readily get online. 
 

There are very many people in the United States who live in poverty.  Poverty level is those who make 

less than the Federal government’s official poverty threshold... which for a family of four is about 

$24,000.00.  Included in those living at a poverty level are people working at minimum wage, even 

holding down several jobs.  Seniors living on fixed incomes.  Wage earners suddenly out of work. 

Millions of families everywhere from our cities to rural communities who find circumstances may have 

stripped them of savings and properties. 
 

Poverty does not strike all demographics equally. For example, in 2016, 13.8% of men, and 16.3% of 

women lived in poverty in the USA.  Along the same lines, the poverty rate for married couples in 

2016 was only 5.1% - but the poverty rate for single-parent families with no wife present was 13.1%, 

and for single-parent families with no husband present was 26.6%. 
 

In 2016, the poverty rate for people living with a disability was 21.0%. That’s more than 4 million 

people living with a disability—in poverty.  In 2016, 21.2% of all children (15.3 million kids) lived in 

Poverty USA—that’s almost 1 in every 5 children.  The New Mexico Community Health Status 

Indicator (CHSI) New Mexico Early Learning Indicator, positions New Mexico as one of the most 

impoverished states in the nation, ranking above only Mississippi and Louisiana.  Chaves county 

ranked at 22% in New Mexico for percentage of children in poverty.  These statistics were done in 

2016.  My guess is that today California would be in the top running. 
 

In Roswell NM, the poverty rate among those that worked full-time for the past 12 months was 5.18%. 

Among those working part-time, it was 23.65%, and for those that did not work, the poverty rate was 

27.22%.  Although the report did not show the overall poverty rate in Roswell, it is certainly an issue 

that impacts our community.  
  

All those statistics simply show that in Roswell, New Mexico, there is a very real need for people who 

care to help those who are hurting.  And I know each of you go through your struggles.  It is precious 

that you are willing to put aside your own hardships to even for a moment to consider those who are 

also suffering. 
 

In short, people are not statistics.  The people coming in to the Outreach for assistance are very real 

people that God loves and cares for.  Some of the individuals or families are in a temporary hardship 

where they just need a helping hand to get them through some tough times and will eventually land on 

their feet where they can care for themselves.  The harder cases are more permanent, such as elderly 

who have no long-term solution or those on disability, and even drug addicts who refuse to or simply 

cannot find a way to quit.  But whether it be temporary or long term, everyone needs to know there is 

hope.  May the God of all hope pour out in these people’s lives as they come in for help, but may He 

pour out even more in your lives for having such wonderful hearts! 
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