Faith Lutheran Church 2026 Narrative Budget
Sharing in God's Abundance

A Different Way to See Our Budget
Our budget is more than numbers-it is a reflection of how we live out God's mission together. Rather than asking, "How do we pay the bills?" we ask:
"How is God working through us-and how are we invited to participate?" Total 2026 Ministry Budget: $221,500
Where Our Ministry Happens
Worship & Spiritual Life - 54%
The heart of our congregation is worship. Each week we gather to receive God's grace and be sent into the world.
Supports:
· Worship leadership and preaching
· Music ministry that enriches our worship experience
· Baptisms, funerals, and weddings
· Pastoral care in times of joy and in times of need
· Spiritual guidance and presence in the life of the congregation

More than half of our budget supports the relationships and leadership that make us a worshiping community-not just a building.

Facilities & Hospitality-41%
Our building is more than a structure- it is a place where ministry happens daily. It is a space where we gather, worship, learn, serve, and welcome others.
Supports:
· Heat, electricity, and maintenance
· Care of our church property (snow removal, lawn care)
· Safe, welcoming, accessible environment
· Gathering for worship, education, fellowship, and outreach
· A visible and consistent presence in the community
Our building is not just an expense--it is a tool for ministry and a sign of God's presence in this place.

Faith Formation & Programs - 3%
We are called to grow in faith throughout our lives.
Supports:
· Christian education for all ages
· Faith formation for children and youth
· Adult learning and Bible study
· Opportunities for spiritual growth
· Programs that deepen discipleship

Even a small portion of the budget can have a lifelong impact on someone's faith journey.

Worship Enhancements & Music-1%
Provide materials that enrich our worship experience.
Supports:
· Music resources
· Worship materials and seasonal elements
These are the small details that help create meaningful, engaging worship.

Outreach & Wider Church Mission - 3%
We are part of something larger than ourselves. Through our shared giving, we participate in God's work beyond our congregation.
Supports:
· Support for the wider mission of the ELCA through the New England Synod
· Meals for Neighbors
· Relay for life
· Participation in regional and global ministry
· Connection to a broader network of churches
Our giving extends far beyond our walls -we are part of a much bigger story.

Administration & Operations - 5%
The structure that allows all ministry to happen.
Supports:
· Office operations and communication
· Financial stewardship and organization
· Coordination that keeps ministries running
This is not "overhead" - it's what makes every other ministry possible.

A Word About Our Assets
Faith Lutheran Church has been blessed with approximately $871,690 in assets, built through the faithful generosity of the legacies of our predecessor churches.
These resources provide long-term stability and security; they can help support the future mission of the church. However, they are not a replacement for ongoing giving.
Our investments are a foundation for the future, but our ministry TODAY is sustained by the faithful giving of this congregation.

An Invitation to Generosity
We give not because the church has needs. Giving is not about closing a gap in the budget. We give because God has given abundantly to us.
Giving is:
· A response to grace
· An act of faith
· About opening ourselves to the work God is doing through us.
As we look to the future, we are invited not into scarcity, but into trust, gratitude, and generosity, recognizing the abundant blessings in our lives.
Together, we are the church. Together, we share in God's mission.
