
 



WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 May 18, 2025         10:30 a.m. 

 

WORSHIP PREPARATION 
In preparing for our worship together please quiet yourself 

and allow God’s Spirit to ready your heart, mind, and soul. 
 

 During this time, we invite you to sign the guest book, pass it down your row and back again and 

note friends and guests worshiping next to you.  Please also complete a prayer request card at 

this time if you have a joy or concern for which you would like special prayers during the service.  

The ushers will collect them during the first hymn. 

 GREETINGS AND NEWS OF OUR COMMON LIFE  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

MOMENT FOR MINISTRY 

MUSIC INTERLUDE 

THE WORD GATHERS US 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Come, people of God, bring your gifts, your hopes, your whole selves. 

We come with open hearts and willing hands. 

God calls us into a community of sharing and trust. 

In Christ’s community, no one is forgotten. 

Let us worship God, who gives abundantly and calls us to do the same. 

* HYMN - No. 301 “Let Us Build a House”  

* PRAYER OF PRAISE 

Generous God, you pour out grace like rain, offering us all we need: time, space, gifts, 

and one another. We praise you for the early church's witness, for the generosity of 

your Spirit, and for every opportunity to live your love in real, shared ways. Receive 

our worship as a joyful offering of praise, belonging, and hope. We pray in Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

* GOD’S PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 

* OUR RECOGNITION OF BROKENNESS 

Generous God, you have given us so much – community, creativity, resources, time – 

but we confess we sometimes treat your gifts as ours alone. We withhold when we 

could give, stay quiet when we could speak, cling tightly when we could share. 

Forgive us, O God. Loosen our grip and open our hearts. Help us to live like the 

early church: faithful in fellowship, joyful in generosity, and devoted to one 

another. (silent confession) 

* GOD’S ASSURANCE OF RECONCILIATION 

 

 

 



* OUR GRATEFUL RESPONSE - No. 581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen. Amen. 

* PASSING THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also, with you. 

THE WORD PROCLAIMS TO US 

 CONVERSATION WITH OUR CHILDREN 

 GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

 TEACHER APPRECIATION 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 READING FROM THE ACTS Acts 2:42-47 (NT145) 

 ANTHEM                         “A Gaelic Blessing” -John Rutter 

 READING FROM THE LETTERS 2 Corinthians 8:8-15 (NT223) 

 SERMON “What’s Mine is Yours” 

 HYMN - No. 767 “Together We Serve”  

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH “Apostles’ Creed” -Traditional (p. 35) 

THE WORD INVITES US 

 OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

 Invitation for the Offering 

* Response of Praise - No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* Prayer of Dedication 

 Offertory 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER -Traditional (p. 35) 

THE WORD SENDS US 

* HYMN - No. 700 “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”  

* INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 

* SENDING FORTH AND BLESSING 

* POSTLUDE 

 



*The (*) indicates that those who are able may stand. 

The words printed in bold face italics type are said by all. 

CCLI#2707192 

Directing our worship today: Preacher, Rev. Dr. Kent Carter; 

Worship Assistant, Geoffrey Vinton; Conversation with Our Children, Sam Frank; 

Director of Music, Sue Beckley; Organist, Jeanne Bruce;  

Director of Faith Formation, Michelle Sheppard; CEM Chair, Karen Herrold

 



NEWS OF OUR COMMON LIFE 

FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL today are given to the Glory of God by the Detweiler Fund.  

COMING IN WORSHIP SUNDAY, MAY 25  Join us for Week 4 of our Alive with Purpose series 

as we explore “Rooted and Renewed,” drawing from Luke 24:13–35 and Acts 2:42. We’ll reflect on 

the four pillars of the early church, worship, prayer, study, and fellowship, and how these spiritual 

rhythms still shape our lives today. Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we discover that 

Christ walks with us, even when we don’t recognize him at first. Pastor Kent will be preaching. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY The month of May is the most active month for tornados. In 2004, a 

tornado touched down outside the building that caused extensive tree damage and a power outage 

that lasted several days. If a tornado warning or emergency is announced during an event at the 

church,  move quickly (do not run) to Fellowship Hall on the lower level. Please do not use the 

elevator unless necessary and assist others down the stairs if you are able. If moving to the lower 

level is not possible, shelter with someone in the bathrooms on the main level. Shelter-in-place until 

an announcement is made that it is safe to leave. 

THE NEXT POOR AND HOMELESS DELIVERY WILL BE JUNE 5TH Summer items are in 

need such as Men’s long pants and shorts (especially sizes 34-36); men’s medium-sized shirts; and 

sneakers and sandals. Women’s clothing of all kinds in medium and large sizes. Children’s summer 

clothing would also be appreciated. Please drop off the clothing at Norm Daniels’ house (500 

Bonnymead Avenue, Harrisburg, 17111) by 9:00 p.m. June 4th. Questions? Call or text Norm at 

717-712-7494. 

UNITY CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, June 3, at noon in the Great Room for their Annual 

Picnic. There will be no lesson but bring your picnic item. “How good and pleasant it is when 

God’s people live together in unity!”- Psalm 133:1 

MISSION MATTERS A huge “Thank You” to everyone that helped to make the chocolate egg 

sale a huge success. More than 25 volunteers helped to make, shape, dip, bag, sell the eggs, and 

of course, the tremendous support of the congregation that purchased the eggs. We raised 

$1623.68 to help offset the cost of sending our teenagers and chaperones to the Youth Triennium 

this summer. Thank you for your continued support of our mission projects! 

COMING SOON: KITCHEN REFRESH Exciting opportunities await! The church kitchen is 

getting a much-needed refresh. We have recently obtained our kitchen certification through the 

Department of Agriculture. This certification will enable us to better utilize our large kitchen to 

serve not only our congregation but also the surrounding community. Stay tuned for more 

information and volunteer opportunities!! Feel free to contact Dawn Palmer with any ideas, 

questions, concerns or information on how you can get involved with this new venture. 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER will be Sunday April 12, 2026, save the date! 

SPONSOR A GAME FOR VBS  Vacation Bible School leaders are looking for a few favorites 

and a few new games to play this summer.  A list of these games can be found outside the office 

with options to loan games or donate a new game to our VBS collection. Thank you. 

REGISTRATION for Vacation Bible School is live, and you can find information and sign up 

links on the bulletin board outside the office, on our website, and on our social media. Please 

invite the children you know.   

 



VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  There is so much fun to be had sharing faith and fun with the 

children of our church and community.  This year's Vacation Bible School is July 14-17th from 5-

7:30pm (and a free meal before). Please consider joining us for a day or the week. Information can 

be found on the VBS bulletin board outside the office. 

USHERS MEETING There will be a meeting for all current ushers as well as new ushers on 

6/1/2025 following Worship. This will be a brief meeting, please plan to attend. If you are unable 

to attend, please email Bob at bobfrank214@gmail.com.  
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Scripture: Acts 2:42–47, 2 Corinthians 8:8–15 

 

• Where in your life have you experienced someone sharing generously with you? 

 

 

• What gift—of time, talent, space, or compassion—might God be inviting you to offer this 

week? 

 

 

This Week's Invitation: Ask God to show you one thing you have, material or spiritual, that could 

This week, consider one or more of these ways to share what you have: 

• Invite someone to share a meal, a walk, or conversation. 

• Offer your skills – cooking, building, teaching, caring – to serve someone else. 

• Consider how Paxton’s spaces might bless others in the community. 

• Say yes to helping with a church ministry or community event. 

• Look for one thing you can give away this week, with joy. 

• Pray about your gifts and how God might use them for someone else’s good. 

 

“What if someone in this neighborhood could find hope because they found a place in 

our sanctuary, seat in our meeting room, shade in our grove, or kindness in our 

kitchen?” – from the sermon, What’s Mine Is Yours 

You don’t have to do everything. Just begin with one thing, done in faith and love. Let 

your generosity reflect the grace you have received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



  



 



  



MAY 18-25, 2025 
    
Sunday, May 18 9:00 AM Sunday School for All Ages Seekers’ Room 

 10:00 AM Fellowship Gathering Place 

 10:30 AM Worship Service  Sanctuary 

 11:30 AM Service Afternoon Fellowship Hall 

 1:00 PM Nepali Speaking Community Church Great Room 

    

Monday, May 19 5:30 PM Penguin Project Great Room 

 6:00 PM Stewardship Library 

    

Tuesday, May 20 11:45 AM Church Staff Meeting Room 202 

 5:30 PM Troop 35 Cub Scouts Fellowship Hall 

 5:30 PM Penguin Project Great Room 

    

Wednesday, May 21 9:30 AM Sewing Circle Fellowship Hall 

 9:30 AM PPNS Graduation Great Hall 

 5:30 PM Penguin Project Great Room 

 7:00 PM Session Seekers’ Room 

    

Thursday, May 22 6:00 PM Lion’s Club Meeting Fellowship Hall 

 6:00 PM Community Evangelical @ Paxton Bethany Field 

 7:30 PM PNC Seekers’ Room 

    

Sunday May 25 10:00 AM Fellowship Gathering Place 

 10:30 AM Worship Service  Sanctuary 

 1:00 PM Nepali Speaking Community Church Great Room 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The office is open to the public 

 9:00am – 1:00pm, Monday through Friday 
If you need to visit the office or building at another time, please call the office. 

The office will be closed on May 26, 2025, in observance of Memorial Day. 



 

 

Paxton Presbyterian Church Staff 

Interim Pastor x105 Rev. Dr. Kent Carter (he/him) pastor@paxtonchurch.org 

Director of Faith Formation x104 Michelle Sheppard michelle.sheppard@paxtonchurch.org 

Director of Music  Susan Beckley  

Organist  Jeanne Bruce  

Director of Youth Music  Andrew Vinton  

Office Administrator x101 Abby Spencer office@paxtonchurch.org 

Worship Events Coordinator  Susan Shuey  

Financial Office x102 John Palmer treasurer@paxtonchurch.org 

Nursery School Director x103 Nicole Evenhuis nurseryschooldirector@paxtonchurch.org 

Custodian  Mary Bowers  

Board of Deacons 
Pastoral Nominating 

Committee 

Tara Frank Moderator Bob Frank Chairman 

Merideth Staudenmaier Secretary Nancy Bingaman Secretary 

Sally Appleby Rich Lengler Jessica Vinton Communications 

Jim Bruce Diana Robertson Bill Gough 

Linette Burd Deb Trephan Mary Myers 

Judy Frankford Brenda Vinton Don Laughery 

Cheryl Holtzman Bev Ziebell   

Stephen Ministry 

Stephen Leaders Gary Myers Jane Sanford 

Stephen Ministers Karen Cirillo Karen Herrold 

 Cheryl Holtzman Janice Hutchison 

 Annette Kilpatrick Nancy Lengler 

 Steve Miller Kathy Woodbridge 

For a confidential referral please contact a Stephen Leader. 

Session *Chair 

Kent Carter (he/him)   Moderator 

Kitti Taylor   Clerk of Session 

Karen Herrold*   Christian Education 

Janice Hutchison*  Evangelism and Outreach 

Nancy Lengler* Craig Staudenmaier Budget and Finance 

Judy Schmidt* Jan Gough  Mission 

Gary Myers* Janice Hutchison Nominating 

Jay Kealey* Gary Myers  Personnel 

Nino Giambrone* Geoffrey Vinton* Property Management 

Craig Staudenmaier*   Stewardship 

Sharon Webb*   Technology 

Anita Laughery* Bob Frank  Worship and Music 

    

Facebook YouTube Website Giving 

mailto:pastor@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:michelle.sheppard@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:office@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:treasurer@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:nurseryschooldirector@paxtonchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/Paxton-Presbyterian-Church-122774714594935
http://youtube.com/channel/UCfkAM-1Ylu8kQOCxaiktQ4g/live
https://paxtonchurch.org/
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZJ3E/home


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 


