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WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
First Sunday of Advent 

 November 30, 2025         10:30 a.m. 

PRELUDE                                             “Variations on ‘Veni Emmanuel’”                                             -D. Lasky                               
……………………              ….“                         “Divinum Mysterium”                                                           - W. Held 

WORSHIP PREPARATION 
In preparing for our worship together please quiet yourself 
and allow God’s Spirit to ready your heart, mind, and soul. 

 

 During this time, we invite you to sign the guest book, pass it down your row and back again and note 
friends and guests worshiping next to you.  Please also complete a prayer request card at this time if 
you have a joy or concern for which you would like special prayers during the service.  The ushers will 
collect them during the first hymn. 

 GREETINGS AND NEWS OF OUR COMMON LIFE  
Praise the Lord! 
The Lord’s name be praised! 

THE WORD GATHERS US 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Advent is a time to be filled with anticipation and hope. 
We wait and hope for the One who will bring light to the darkness. 
Advent is a time to remember that God’s love extends to all people. 
We wait and hope for the One who will bring justice.  
Advent is a time to renew our determination. 
We wait and hope for the One who will bring righteousness. 
Advent is a time to strive for understanding. 
We wait and hope for the One who will bring peace. 

* CANDLELIGHTING SONG – “Come, Lord Jesus, Come”                                                    -see music on page 6 
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;  

from our sins and fears release; let us find our rest in thee.  

* PRAYER FOR ADVENT HOPE  
Gracious God, we thank you for the promise of the scripture that through Christ, we have 
hope. Forgive our lack of faith and restore in our hearts the assurance that your love can 
conquer the tyranny of injustice in a broken world. We pray today that you would strengthen 
our faith in your mercy and righteousness so we can live in hope every day of our lives. Amen.  

* HYMN -  88 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” v.1, 2, and 6 

* GOD’S PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 

* OUR RECOGNITION OF BROKENNESS written by Sandra E. Graham 
God of light, who shines in deepest darkness, we hear you calling us out of hopelessness into 
hope. But we are frightened by your call. We are afraid of taking chances; we are afraid of 
following your light, because it leads us into the places where you need us. We don’t want to 
see how your people hurt. We don’t want to see your light shining in the eyes of our neighbor. 
Yet we know that in those places your grace shines; help us to seek your light. Guide us in your 
way. Through the Light of the World, we pray. Amen. (Silent Confession) Amen. 

* GOD’S ASSURANCE OF RECONCILIATION 

    DO NOT LEAVE SANCTUARY 
 
LISTEN to usher instructions 
 
If you have an infant/child in the 
nursery/Little Lambs, you may go 
there during the lockdown. 
 
USHERS will lock all sanctuary and 
parlor doors. 
 
USHERS will call/communicate 
with 911. 
 
YOU can assist in closing window 
blinds in sanctuary. 
 
BE READY to take cover in pews, 
and maintain noise discipline. 
 
BE READY to defend or fight with 
throwable object such as hymnal. 

 “SWARM THE INTRUDER” 
 
EVACUATE only if police arrive and 
give directions. 
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* OUR GRATEFUL RESPONSE - No. 581 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen. Amen. 

* PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.  

THE WORD PROCLAIMS TO US 

CONVERSATION WITH OUR CHILDREN 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES    Lamentations 3:55-57                       (OT 938) 

ANTHEM                                           “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                       -arr. by Trevor Manor 

 READING FROM THE GOSPELS                  Luke 1:5-13                                                                     (NT 68) 

SERMON                                                     “Longing for God” 

 HYMN – 82                                       “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

THE WORD INVITES US 

 OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 
 Invitation for the Offering 
* Response of Praise - No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* Prayer of Dedication 
 Offertory                                      “Savior of the Nations, Come”        -R. Powell 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

THE WORD SENDS US 

* HYMN – 357                                       “The Days are Surely Coming” 

* INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 

* SENDING FORTH AND BLESSING 

* POSTLUDE                                              “Prepare the Way, O Zion”                                               -arr. P. Manz 

*The (*) indicates that those who are able may stand. 
The words printed in bold face italics type are said by all. 

CCLI#2707192 

Please use your phone’s camera to scan the QR code to visit our online giving page. 
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Directing our worship today: Preacher, Pastor Margaret Poteet;  
Worship Assistant, Kitti Taylor; Conversation with Our Children, Sam Frank;  

Director of Music, Sue Beckley; Organist, Jeanne Bruce;  
Director of Youth Music, Andrew Vinton 

NEWS OF OUR COMMON LIFE 

FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL today are given to the Glory of God by Don and Anita Laughery. 

PW THANK OFFERING “Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive 
it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” Isaiah 43: 19 During the month of 
November, PW of Paxton will be collecting our annual Thank Offering. You may place your checks 
in the offering plate, clearly marked for PW Thank Offering or put them in the PW mailbox. Make 
your checks payable to PW of Paxton. 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORMS Poinsettias will again be used for the poinsettia tree and to decorate 
the sanctuary this December. Anyone wishing to purchase a plant may do so by completing the 
form  and returning it to the church office or placing it in the offering plate. Additional forms can 
be found outside the office. Each plant is $10.00 with checks payable to Paxton Presbyterian 
Church accompanying each order.  Please complete one for each plant purchased to simplify the 
printing of the dedication. The deadline to place an order is Sunday, December 7.  

SANTA SHOP elves are busily working! Thank you for all your donations!! Our shops start 
December 2. One thing we ask you to KEEP BRINGING IN are 2026 calendars. We’re a little short 
this year (Get it?) -The Elves 

UNITY CIRCLE will meet Tuesday, December 2 at 12:00 noon.   Our study is Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus, in the Max Lucado book.  Our lesson leader is Carol Himmelright.  Please bring a dozen or 
more of  Christmas cookies to share, pack a bag lunch, and bring your lesson book and change for 
the Least Coin collection.   Beverages will be provided.   

PW OUTIES AND UNDIES Coats, jackets, hats, gloves, new underwear and new socks were 
delivered to the Family Coordinator for the Harrisburg School District. Thanks, everyone! 

BREAKFAST FOR TWO The Stewardship Ministry invites you to help support our neighbors in 
need by contributing to our Little Free Pantry. You can sponsor a Breakfast for Two meal bag for 
just $3. We encourage you to visit the library before or after worship services on December 7th, 
14th, or 21st to share the gift of food this holiday season. For more information, please contact 
Cindy Mory at 717-460-1142. 

THANK YOU for every card, call, text, and prayer for healing following my recent wrist surgery. 
I’m so grateful for the love and support of my Paxton family. ~ Anita Laughery 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING The Session has called a meeting of the Congregation for Sunday, 
December 14th immediately following the 10:30 am service of worship. The meeting is called for 
the purposes of presenting the 2026 budget, approving the 2026 terms of call for Rev. Poteet, 
electing new Elders and Deacons, and to nominate Members-at-Large to the Officer Nominating 
Committee. There will be a Zoom option available for those unable to attend in the Sanctuary.  

MUSIC SUNDAY Please mark your calendars for Sunday, December 14, for Paxton's Christmas 
Music Sunday when we celebrate "All Things Music"!  Come and hear the Agape Choir sing, "Mary 
Did You Know?" and then be joined with the Adult choir for "Away in a Manger."  The Bells will play, 
"On Christmas Night" and "And the Glory of the Lord" from The Messiah.  Jeanne will play a big 
arrangement of "Carol of the Bells" on the organ and the Adult Choir will sing,  "Noel We Sing" and 
Good Christian Men, Rejoice!" 
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CHRISTMAS JUBILEE The Christian Education Ministry invites the congregation and community 
to our Christmas Jubilee Sunday Dec 7th from 4-7pm.  Invite your friends and neighbors for an 
evening that includes dinner, crafts for kids and adults, gingerbread houses, calm coloring, and a 
visit from St Nick.  At 6:15pm we will travel to the upper grove worship space for carols, scripture 
from our children and a live nativity.  Cookies and hot chocolate around the fire will follow in the 
cabin. 

PW SEWING CIRCLE The 55 quilts in the Sanctuary this morning will be donated to children at 
the YWCA daycare programs. Members of the Circle will be meeting with the children at 10:00 on 
December 3 to help them pick a quilt and a homemade scarf. If you’d like to join us, email Barb 
Greenwood at bosakgreenwood@hotmail.com. 

IN SYMPATHY The congregation extends its condolences on the death of member Dave Foreman 
on November 24, 2025, to his family, and his friends. Please hold them in your prayers. Service 
arrangements are pending. Even as we share our grief, we receive comfort in the sure and certain 
hope of eternal life through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES 2026 Offering Envelopes are available. They may be picked up 
after worship or from the church office during the week.  

THE NEXT COMMUNITY CLOTHING DRIVE PICK-UP WILL BE DECEMBER 14. All men’s, 
women’s, and children’s clothes for winter are needed including pants, shirts, jackets, coats, 
shoes, underwear, socks, and dresses. Additionally, sheets, towels, and washcloths can be used. 
Please drop off the clothing at Norm Daniels’ house (500 Bonnymead Avenue, Harrisburg, 17111) 
by 5:00 p.m. Sunday, December 14th. Questions? Call or text Norm at 717-712-7494. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:bosakgreenwood@hotmail.com
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November 30 – December 7 
    
Sunday, November 30 9:00 AM Sunday School Agape Park 
 10:30 AM Worship  Sanctuary 
 1:00 PM Nepali Speaking Community Church Great Room 
    
Monday, December 1 12:00 PM Mission Ministry Library 
 1:00 PM Paxtang Civic Club Room 101 
 6:00 PM Christian Education Ministry Agape Park 
 6:00 PM Voices of the Valley Sanctuary 
    
Tuesday, December 2 9:00 AM PPNS Classes PPNS 
 12:00 PM Unity Circle Room 201 
 6:30 PM Paxtang Lions Fellowship Hall 
  Santa Shop  Big Brothers 
  Santa Shop Bethesda Mission 
    
Wednesday, December 3 9:00 AM PPNS Classes PPNS 
 9:30 AM Sewing Circle Fellowship Hall 
 6:30 PM Property Management Ministry Room 101 
    
Thursday, December 4 9:00 AM PPNS Classes PPNS 
 6:15 PM Bell Choir Sanctuary 
 7:30 PM Choir Choir Room 
  Santa Shop Allison Hill 
    
Friday, December 5 9:00 AM PPNS Classes PPNS 
    
Saturday, December 6 7:00 PM Voices of the Valley Concert Sanctuary 
    
Sunday, December 7 9:00 AM Sunday School Agape Park 
 10:30 AM Worship  Sanctuary 
 1:00 PM Nepali Speaking Community Church Great Room 
 4:00 PM Christmas Jubilee Fellowship Hall 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
The office is open to the public 

 9:00am – 1:00pm, Monday through Friday 
If you need to visit the office or building at another time, please call the office. 
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Paxton Presbyterian Church Staff 
Pastor x105 Margaret Poteet pastor@paxtonchurch.org 
Director of Faith Formation x104 Michelle Sheppard michelle.sheppard@paxtonchurch.org 
Director of Music  Susan Beckley  
Organist  Jeanne Bruce  
Director of Youth Music  Andrew Vinton  
Office Administrator x101 Abby Spencer office@paxtonchurch.org 
Financial Office/Treasurer x102 John Palmer treasurer@paxtonchurch.org 
Nursery School Director x103 Nicole Evenhuis nurseryschooldirector@paxtonchurch.org 
Custodian  Mary Bowers  

Board of Deacons 
Tara Frank ‘25 Moderator Merideth Staudenmaier ‘25 Secretary 

Sally Appleby ‘25 Rich Lengler ‘26 
Jim Bruce ‘26 Diana Robertson ‘25 

Linette Burd ‘26 Deb Trephan ‘27 
Judy Frankford ‘27 Brenda Vinton ‘27 

Cheryl Holtzman ‘26 Bev Ziebell ‘27 

Stephen Ministry 
Stephen Leaders Gary Myers Jane Sanford 

Stephen Ministers Karen Cirillo Karen Herrold 
 Cheryl Holtzman Janice Hutchison 
 Annette Kilpatrick Nancy Lengler 
 Steve Miller Kathy Woodbridge 

For a confidential referral please contact a Stephen Leader. 

Session *Chair 
Margaret Poteet   Moderator 

Kitti Taylor   Clerk of Session 
Karen Herrold ‘25*   Christian Education 

Janice Hutchison ‘25*  Evangelism and Outreach 
Nancy Lengler ‘26* Craig Staudenmaier Budget and Finance 

Judy Schmidt ‘27* Jan Gough ‘25  Mission 
Gary Myers ‘26* Janice Hutchison Nominating 
Jay Kealey ‘26* Gary Myers  Personnel 

Nino Giambrone ‘27* Geoffrey Vinton ‘27* Property Management 
Craig Staudenmaier ‘25*   Stewardship 

Sharon Webb ‘26*   Technology 
Anita Laughery ‘27* Bob Frank ‘25  Worship and Music 

At Paxton Presbyterian Church, we believe that every person is a beloved child of God, made in God's 
image and worthy of love, dignity, and belonging. Rooted in the grace of Jesus Christ and guided by the 
Holy Spirit, we seek to be a welcoming and affirming community for all people - no matter their race, 
ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, socioeconomic status, mental or physical ability, or 
religious background. 

    

mailto:pastor@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:michelle.sheppard@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:office@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:treasurer@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:nurseryschooldirector@paxtonchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/Paxton-Presbyterian-Church-122774714594935
http://youtube.com/channel/UCfkAM-1Ylu8kQOCxaiktQ4g/live
https://paxtonchurch.org/
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZJ3E/home
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Verses 1, 2, and 6 
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