
   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The 18th Sunday After Pentecost 

 October 12, 2025         10:30 a.m. 
   

PRELUDE                                             “Spirit of Faith Come Down”                                             - arr. G Martin                                    
……………………              ….“         “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”                                         - D. Johnson 

        “All Who Love and Serve Your City”                                      - arr. G. Martin 
WORSHIP PREPARATION 

In preparing for our worship together please quiet yourself 
and allow God’s Spirit to ready your heart, mind, and soul. 

 

 During this time, we invite you to sign the guest book, pass it down your row and back again and note 
friends and guests worshiping next to you.  Please also complete a prayer request card at this time if 
you have a joy or concern for which you would like special prayers during the service.  The ushers will 
collect them during the first hymn. 

 GREETINGS AND NEWS OF OUR COMMON LIFE  
Praise the Lord! 
The Lord’s name be praised! 

MINUTES FOR MINISTRY 

MUSIC INTERLUDE                             “Open Our Eyes”                                             -B. Curl, arr. C. Seal 

THE WORD GATHERS US 

CALL TO WORSHIP† 
Great are the works of the Lord. 
Full of honor and majesty is God’s work. 
The Lord is gracious and merciful; 
The works of the Lord are faithful and just. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 
and God’s praise endures forever. 
Let us worship God!  

* HYMN -  39 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

* PRAYER OF PRAISE 
Loving God, we have gathered to meet you. We have come to listen to you, to seek you, to 
worship you. You are the beginning of all things, the life of all things; you knew us before we 
were born. In you we become; in you we live. Loving God, you are here and everywhere, around 
us and within us; you know our inmost thoughts. In you we hope; in you we live. You are the 
source of serenity, giving peace that is beyond our understanding. In you we are still; in you we 
live. Loving God, we live in you; we worship you. Loving God, you live in us; we worship you. 
Amen. 

* GOD’S PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 

* OUR RECOGNITION OF BROKENNESS 
Merciful God, you made us in your image, with a mind to know you, a heart to love you, and a 
will to serve you. But our knowledge is imperfect, our love inconstant, our obedience 
incomplete. Day by day, we fail to grow into your likeness. In your tender love, forgive us 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and set us free to joyful service. (silent confession) Amen. 

    DO NOT LEAVE SANCTUARY 
 
LISTEN to usher instructions 
 
If you have an infant/child in the 
nursery/Little Lambs, you may go 
there during the lockdown. 
 
USHERS will lock all sanctuary and 
parlor doors. 
 
USHERS will call/communicate 
with 911. 
 
YOU can assist in closing window 
blinds in sanctuary. 
 
BE READY to take cover in pews, 
and maintain noise discipline. 
 
BE READY to defend or fight with 
throwable object such as hymnal. 

 “SWARM THE INTRUDER” 
 
EVACUATE only if police arrive and 
give directions. 



   

 

   

 

 

* GOD’S ASSURANCE OF RECONCILIATION 

* OUR GRATEFUL RESPONSE - No. 581 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen. Amen. 

* PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you.  

THE WORD PROCLAIMS TO US 

 CONVERSATION WITH OUR CHILDREN 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES             Jeremiah 29:1,4-7   (OT 894) 

ANTHEM                                                “From Everlasting to Everlasting”                        -by Mark Hayes 

 READING FROM THE GOSPELS                        Luke 17:11-19          (NT98) 

SERMON      "Bloom Where You’re Planted” 

 HYMN - 693   “Though I May Speak” 

THE WORD INVITES US 

 OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 
 Invitation for the Offering 
* Response of Praise - No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* Prayer of Dedication 
 Offertory                               “May the Grace of Christ, Our Savior”    -arr. R. Powell 

THE WORD SENDS US 

* HYMN – 772                                                       “Live into Hope”   

* INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 

* SENDING FORTH AND BLESSING 

* POSTLUDE                                         “O God Our Help in Ages Past”                      -W. Croft, arr. F. Ritter 

 
 
 
 



   

 

   

 

 
*The (*) indicates that those who are able may stand. 

The words printed in bold face italics type are said by all. 

CCLI#2707192 
†Note: based on Psalm 111 

Please use your phone’s camera to scan the QR code to visit our online giving page. 

Directing our worship today: Preacher, Pastor Margaret Poteet; 
Worship Assistant, Anita Laughery; Conversation with Our Children, Nancy Bingaman; 

Director of Music, Sue Beckley; Organist, Jeanne Bruce 

 

 



   

 

   

 

NEWS OF OUR COMMON LIFE 

FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL today are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Clarence 
and Inez Hoopes, by the Hoopes family 

OFFICE CLOSED The church office will be closed Monday, October 13, in observation of 
Indigeneous Peoples’ Day/Columbus Day. 

CANDY NEEDED!  The Christian Education and Outreach Ministries are in need of candy donations 
for the Fall Festival.  If you'd like to help, bring any Halloween candy of your choice to a marked 
box in Michelle's office. Thank you! 

FALL FEST Join us on October 18 from 4p-6p for Paxton’s Fall Fest. There will be Trunk-or-Treat, 
food trucks, a bounce house, a pumpkin patch, and crafts. All activities are free except for the food 
trucks. Volunteers are also needed, please use the following link to sign up: 
https://sugeni.us/ecjH.  

SERVICE OF PRAYER AND HEALING This afternoon at 4 PM - In these times when the world is 
hurting so much, join us to pause for a contemplative service of prayer as we bring the needs of 
our world and our community to God and seek Christ's peace. 

PW OCTOBER COLLECTION  It’s October and PW is collecting Outies and Undies for children! We 
are collecting used coats and jackets, used or new hats & gloves, and new underwear and socks 
Clean out your closets and share the wealth! The items will be delivered to the Family Coordinator 
of the Harrisburg School District.  

IT'S COMING--OCTOBER 26 You’ve likely seen the colorful “It’s Coming!” posters—now the 
mystery is solved! They announce this year’s Consecration (Pledge) Sunday and celebratory 
luncheon. Rev. Kristal Smith of Carlisle Presbytery will preach on stewardship. On October 12 and 
19, you’ll be asked to complete a luncheon reservation card for October 26 so we can plan 
accordingly. Throughout the month, watch for stewardship letters from the ministry team and 
fellow members. Please mark your calendars! If you won’t be at church on the 19th but plan to 
attend the luncheon, contact the church office or a Stewardship Ministry member. 

PW NEEDS YOUR HELP As we get ready for our Soup Sale fundraiser, we need help in cleaning 
out the freezer downstairs. If you or your organization has put things there in the past, please 
check to see if it is still good. We will be cleaning some out to make room for the frozen soup we 
get. If you don't want yours thrown out, please label and date it, so we know what to keep. 

SOUP SALE The Presbyterian Women’s annual Soup Sale is Saturday, November 1, from 9 a.m.–
12 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. We need both soup makers and buyers! Instructions for soup makers are 
in the Weekend Update. Frozen soup can be placed in the downstairs freezer anytime, with the 
soup type and include your name on the ingredients card. Fresh soup may be brought in October 
30&31 from 9 a.m.–1 p.m. to the downstairs kitchen fridge. Helpers are also needed on November 
1 to retrieve soup and assist with bagging. Sign up on the PW bulletin board in October. Thank you! 

SANTA SHOP   The Paxton Women’s Association has decided to continue our very popular Santa 
Shop project! This will be our 21st year. Traveling shops will be held during the first two weeks of 
December at Harrisburg churches and programs to allow children in poverty to shop free for gifts 
for their entire family. It’s a wonderful project, and we hope you can become part of it. 

PAXTANG HISTORICAL SOCIETY There will be a meeting to discuss the Paxtang Historical 
Society’s direction and where we are going in the future. All are invited – members and non-
members. Any questions please contact John Fortino at 717-564-2036. The meeting will be at 
6:30PM, Monday, October 27, 2025, at Paxton Presbyterian in the Great Room. 

https://sugeni.us/ecjH


   

 

   

 

USHER TRAINING All ushers are strongly encouraged to attend a brief usher training on Sunday, 
November 9, 2025 at 9:30AM in the Sanctuary. Anyone interested in becoming an usher is invited 
to join this training session. 

COMMUNITY MEALS KICK-OFF Our first community meal will be held on Wednesday, November 
12 from 5pm-6:30pm. Take out meals will be available if needed. Please consider lending a hand 
to help make this new endeavor a success. If you can give your time, please contact Dawn Palmer 
717-877-9013. All are welcome to enjoy food  and fellowship.  

RISE AGAINST HUNGER Our next Rise Against Hunger event will be on Sunday, April 12, 2026. 
Please mark your calendars now so you will be available to join the fun!  

LOVE TO COLLEGE STUDENTS If you would like to bless a college student this Fall, the Christian 
Education Ministry is collecting encouraging notes and $20 Door Dash gift cards to be sent to 
students in early November.  Student's names can be found on the bulletin board outside the 
office. Notes and gift cards should be put in Michelle's mailbox by Nov 2.  

COMMUNITY CLOTHING DRIVE (formerly the Poor and Homeless) All men’s, women’s, and 
children’s items are needed including pants, shirts, jackets, coats, shoes, underwear, socks, and 
dresses. Additionally, sheets, towels, and washcloths can be used. Please drop off the clothing at 
Norm Daniels’ house (500 Bonnymead Avenue, Harrisburg, 17111) by 5:00 p.m. October 29th. 
Questions? Call or text Norm at 717-712-7494. 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS Thank you so much for your generous contributions. Please keep an eye on 
the bulletin for additional updates as we move to a monthly newsletter. Currently, we are very 
short on: peanut butter, chicken, fruit,  beans, and surprisingly canned vegetables of all kinds. We 
also have very little soup for the colder weeks coming up. I am glad people are eating and eating 
healthily and that is all due to your kindness. Thanks again! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 

October 12 - 19 
    
Sunday, October 12 9:00 AM Sunday School Agape Park 
 10:30 AM Worship  Sanctuary 
 1:00 PM Nepali Speaking Community Church Great Room 
 4:00 PM Service of Prayer and Healing Sanctury 
    
Monday, October 13 ALL DAY OFFICE CLOSED  
 6:00 PM Voices of the Valley Fellowship Hall 
    
Tuesday, October 14 9:00 AM PPNS Classes PPNS 
 7:00 PM Finance Ministry Meeting Adult Classroom 
    
Wednesday, October 15 9:00 AM PPNS Classes PPNS 
 9:30 AM Sewing Circle Fellowship Hall 
 10:30 AM Paxton Bylaws Committee Room 202 
 7:00 PM Session Adult Classroom 
    
Thursday, October 16 9:00 AM PPNS Classes PPNS 
 6:15 PM Bell Choir Sanctuary 
 7:30 PM Adult Choir Sanctuary 
    
Friday, October 17 9:00 AM PPNS Classes PPNS 
    
Saturday, October 18 4:00 PM Fall Fest  
    
Sunday, October 19 9:00 AM Sunday School Kitchen/Agape Park 
 10:30 AM Worship Service Sanctuary 
 1:00 PM Nepali Speaking Community Church Great Room 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
The office is open to the public 

 9:00am – 1:00pm, Monday through Friday 
If you need to visit the office or building at another time, please call the office. 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 

Paxton Presbyterian Church Staff 
Pastor x105 Margaret Poteet pastor@paxtonchurch.org 
Director of Faith Formation x104 Michelle Sheppard michelle.sheppard@paxtonchurch.org 
Director of Music  Susan Beckley  
Organist  Jeanne Bruce  
Director of Youth Music  Andrew Vinton  
Office Administrator x101 Abby Spencer office@paxtonchurch.org 
Financial Office/Treasurer x102 John Palmer treasurer@paxtonchurch.org 
Nursery School Director x103 Nicole Evenhuis nurseryschooldirector@paxtonchurch.org 
Custodian  Mary Bowers  

Board of Deacons 
Tara Frank Moderator Merideth Staudenmaier Secretary 

Sally Appleby Rich Lengler 
Jim Bruce Diana Robertson 

Linette Burd Deb Trephan 
Judy Frankford Brenda Vinton 

Cheryl Holtzman Bev Ziebell 

Stephen Ministry 
Stephen Leaders Gary Myers Jane Sanford 

Stephen Ministers Karen Cirillo Karen Herrold 
 Cheryl Holtzman Janice Hutchison 
 Annette Kilpatrick Nancy Lengler 
 Steve Miller Kathy Woodbridge 

For a confidential referral please contact a Stephen Leader. 

Session *Chair 
Margaret Poteet   Moderator 

Kitti Taylor   Clerk of Session 
Karen Herrold*   Christian Education 

Janice Hutchison*  Evangelism and Outreach 
Nancy Lengler* Craig Staudenmaier Budget and Finance 

Judy Schmidt* Jan Gough  Mission 
Gary Myers* Janice Hutchison Nominating 
Jay Kealey* Gary Myers  Personnel 

Nino Giambrone* Geoffrey Vinton* Property Management 
Craig Staudenmaier*   Stewardship 

Sharon Webb*   Technology 
Anita Laughery* Bob Frank  Worship and Music 

At Paxton Presbyterian Church, we believe that every person is a beloved child of 
God, made in God's image and worthy of love, dignity, and belonging. Rooted in the 
grace of Jesus Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit, we seek to be a welcoming and 
affirming community for all people - no matter their race, ethnicity, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, age, socioeconomic status, mental or physical ability, 
or religious background. 

    

mailto:pastor@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:michelle.sheppard@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:office@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:treasurer@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:nurseryschooldirector@paxtonchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/Paxton-Presbyterian-Church-122774714594935
http://youtube.com/channel/UCfkAM-1Ylu8kQOCxaiktQ4g/live
https://paxtonchurch.org/
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZJ3E/home


   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 


