


2 
 

WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 August 2, 2026         10:00 a.m. 
PRELUDE   “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”       arr. D. Wood    
 “Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove”       arr. G. Martin  
 “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”             arr. J. Barr                             
WORSHIP PREPARATION 

In preparing for our worship together please quiet yourself 
and allow God’s Spirit to ready your heart, mind, and soul. 

 During this time, we invite you to sign the guest book, pass it down your row and back again and note 
friends and guests worshiping next to you. Please also complete a prayer request card at this time if 
you have a joy or concern for which you would like special prayers during the service. The ushers will 
collect them during the first hymn. 

 GREETINGS AND NEWS OF OUR COMMON LIFE  
Praise the Lord!  
The Lord’s name be praised!                              

MUSICAL INTERLUDE                   “All Things Bright and Beautiful”                                   arr. S. Brendlinger 

THE WORD GATHERS US  

* CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 145) 
The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The Lord is near to all who call on God, 
To all who call on God in truth. 
My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord; 
Let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever. 

* HYMN – 23                                “God, You Spin the Whirling Planets”                                                
* OPENING PRAYER  

 Awesome and amazing God, you go to the depths of love and the heights of caring for us. You 
sing to us in the beauty of each dawn. You walk with us each day. You bless us each evening, 
and you hide us under the shadow of your wings each night. Awesome and amazing God, we 
sing praise to you and tell of your love to all creation. Amen. 

* PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 
* OUR RECOGNITION OF BROKENNESS  

Searcher of Hearts, you know us from the beginning. You see in us more good and beauty than 
we have dared to believe. You beckon us to do more than we have dared to try. You call us to be 
light for others when we prefer to keep our light hidden. We have filled our ears with the sounds 
of the world, we have timidly spoken of your great love, we have doubted the gifts hidden within 
each of us. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy and forgive us. Amen.   

* GOD’S ASSURANCE OF RECONCILIATION 
* OUR GRATEFUL RESPONSE – No. 581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen. Amen. 
* PASSING THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you. 
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THE WORD PROCLAIMS TO US 

CONVERSATION WITH OUR CHILDREN 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
READING FROM THE PROPHETS                    Isaiah 55:1-5  (OT 838) 
SPECIAL MUSIC          “Here I Am, Lord” arr. J. Linker 
READING FROM THE GOSPELS                   Matthew 14:13-21  (NT 19) 

 SERMON “In the Middle with Matthew: Wonders of Abundance”                                         
HYMN – 529                                             “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” 

THE WORD INVITES US 

 OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 
 Invitation for the Offering 
* Response of Praise – No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* Prayer of Dedication 
 OFFERTORY    “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”                                 arr. E.L. Diemer 

THE WORD SEALS US 

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 Invitation to the Table 
 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer                                                   (Traditional p.35) 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution 
Prayer After Communion 

THE WORD SENDS US 

* HYMN – 769                                            “For Everyone Born” v. 1-3,5 
* INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP  
* SENDING FORTH AND BLESSING 
* POSTLUDE            “The Church’s One Foundation”          arr. J. Innes                                                                

*The (*) indicates that those who are able may stand. 
The words printed in bold face italics type are said by all. 

CCLI#2707192 
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Directing our worship today: Preacher, Margaret Poteet;  
Worship Assistant, Nancy Bingaman; Conversation with Our Children, Nancy Bingaman 

Organist, Jeanne Bruce; Pianist, Merideth Staudenmaier 
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NEWS OF OUR COMMON LIFE 
FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL today are given to the Glory of God by the Detwiler Fund.  
CELEBRATION OF LIFE A celebration of life for Louis Robertson will be held August 22 at 10 AM 
at the Adam's-Ricci Park Citizens pavilion.  (Rain or shine). 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH will be held over the summer and will include vacation bible school 
lessons, scavenger hunts and nature walks. Parents, we encourage you to bring your families 
along to worship this summer!  Special note that Aug 9 will be Bible bingo for our children with 
special snacks and drinks! 
INTERFAITH PICNIC August 9th | 1:30-5pm | 40&8 Club, 5831 Chambers Hill Road, Hbg., 17111 
Hotdogs and beverages will be provided. Bring a covered dish to share & your lawn 
chair. Our own John Fortino will do his Magic Presentation! 
NURSERY SCHOOL DONATIONS PPNS is gearing up for the next school year, and 
is seeking donations for their classrooms. Please scan the QR code to access their 
Amazon Wishlist or contact Nicole for more information.  Thank you so much for 
your support of the nursery school! 

LOWER PAXTON VARIETY BAND Evangelism and Outreach is hosting the Lower 
Paxton Variety band on Saturday, August 15 at 5:00pm. Bring a chair and enjoy some great outdoor 
entertainment. In case of inclement weather we will move inside. There will be a free will offering. 
Contact Linette Burd for information.  

MANY VOICES, ONE SONG Join folks from across the Presbytery of Carlisle for a big family 
reunion on August 30th at 4 pm! Members and friends of every worshiping community in the 
Presbytery are invited to gather for worship, a picnic meal, and fellowship that afternoon at 
Second Presbyterian Church in Carlisle. Activities for all ages, from kids to adults, will be availalbe 
and the guest preacher for the worship service is the Rev. CeCe Armstrong, co-moderator of the 
226th PC(USA) General Assembly. Please plan to join us!  

SUNDAE SUNDAY Come enjoy an an ice cream sundae and fellowship in our Great Room following 
church on August 23. 
BREAKFAST FOR TWO UPDATE Last fall, generous members and friends of Paxton sponsored 
the stewardship ministry's breakfast for two meal bags to support Paxton’s free little pantry. We 
are pleased to share that these resources have helped restock the pantry with various food items. 
Additionally, we have assembled 100 hygiene kits to be placed in the pantry as well. A heartfelt 
thank you to everyone who contributed and supported this effort, making a positive impact in our 
community! 

FOOD PANTRY Thank you for your donations. This month we are very low on tuna, green beans, 
and soups (no chicken noodle, please!). As always we appreciate anything you wish to donate.  
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August 2 -9 
Sunday, August 2 10:00 AM Worship Sanctuary 
 1:00 PM Nepali Worship Great Room 
    
Monday, August 3 12:00 PM Mission Ministry Library 
 6:30 PM Christian Education Zoom 
    
Friday, August 7 6:00 PM Nepali Youth Group Great Room 
    
Saturday, August 8 3:00 PM Private Event Great Room 
    
Sunday, August 9 10:00 AM Worship Sanctuary 
 1:00 PM Nepali Worship Great Room 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The office is open to the public 9:00am – 1:00pm, Monday through Friday. 
If you need to visit the office or building at another time, please call the office. 
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Paxton Presbyterian Church 
Phone Number: 717 - 561 - 0510 

Pastor x105 Margaret Poteet pastor@paxtonchurch.org 
Director of Faith Formation x104 Michelle Sheppard michelle.sheppard@paxtonchurch.org 
Director of Music  Susan Beckley  
Organist  Jeanne Bruce  
Director of Youth Music  Andrew Vinton  
Office Administrator x101 Abby Spencer office@paxtonchurch.org 
Financial Office/Treasurer x102 John Palmer treasurer@paxtonchurch.org 
Nursery School Director x103 Nicole Evenhuis nurseryschooldirector@paxtonchurch.org 
Property Manager  Jerry Bingaman propertymgr@paxtonchurch.org  
Custodian  Mary Bowers  

Board of Deacons 
Sally Appleby ‘28* Sue McLain ‘26 

Jim Bruce ‘26 Merideth Staudenmaier ‘28*, Secretary 
Linette Burd ’26, Moderator Diana Robertson ‘28*, Financial Liaison 

Judy Frankford ‘27 Deb Trephan ‘27 
Cheryl Holtzman ‘26 Brenda Vinton ‘27 

Rich Lengler ‘28* Bev Ziebell ‘27 
Stephen Ministry 

Stephen Leaders Gary Myers Jane Sanford 
Stephen Ministers Karen Cirillo Karen Herrold 

 Cheryl Holtzman Janice Hutchison 
 Annette Kilpatrick Nancy Lengler 
 Steve Miller Kathy Woodbridge 

For a confidential referral please contact a Stephen Leader. 
Session *Chair 

Margaret Poteet   Moderator 
Kitti Taylor   Clerk of Session 

Nancy Bingaman ‘28*   Christian Education 
Cindy Cavanaugh ‘28*  Evangelism and Outreach 

Nancy Lengler ‘26*  Budget and Finance 
Judy Schmidt ‘27*   Mission 

Gary Myers ‘26*  Nominating 
Jay Kealey ‘26* Gary Myers Bob Frank ‘28 Personnel 

Nino Giambrone ‘27* Geoffrey Vinton ‘27* Property Management 
Craig Staudenmaier ‘28*   Stewardship 

Sharon Webb ‘26*   Technology 
Anita Laughery ‘27* Bob Frank   Worship and Music 

At Paxton Presbyterian Church, we believe that every person is a beloved child of God, made in God's 
image and worthy of love, dignity, and belonging. Rooted in the grace of Jesus Christ and guided by the 
Holy Spirit, we seek to be a welcoming and affirming community for all people - no matter their race, 
ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, socioeconomic status, mental or physical ability, or 
religious background. 

    

mailto:pastor@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:michelle.sheppard@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:office@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:treasurer@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:nurseryschooldirector@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:propertymgr@paxtonchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/Paxton-Presbyterian-Church-122774714594935
http://youtube.com/channel/UCfkAM-1Ylu8kQOCxaiktQ4g/live
https://paxtonchurch.org/
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZJ3E/home
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