
 



WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 May 11, 2025         10:30 a.m. 

 

WORSHIP PREPARATION 
In preparing for our worship together please quiet yourself 

and allow God’s Spirit to ready your heart, mind, and soul. 
 

 During this time, we invite you to sign the guest book, pass it down your row and back again and 

note friends and guests worshiping next to you.  Please also complete a prayer request card at 

this time if you have a joy or concern for which you would like special prayers during the service.  

The ushers will collect them during the first hymn. 

 GREETINGS AND NEWS OF OUR COMMON LIFE  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

MOMENT FOR MINISTRY 

MUSIC INTERLUDE 

THE WORD GATHERS US 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Come, you stewards of soil and sky, 

Come, you caretakers of field and forest. 

The earth is the Lord’s—and it sings with joy. 

The hills rejoice, the pastures bloom, the valleys shout for joy. 

God has crowned the year with bounty. 

Let us worship the Creator with wonder and gratitude! 

* HYMN - No. 14 “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

* PRAYER OF PRAISE 

Creating God, you stretched out the heavens like a canvas, scattered stars like seeds 

across the sky, and poured rivers through thirsty lands. You made the earth a 

sanctuary of life and entrusted it to our care. We praise you for spring’s green 

shoots, for birdsong at dawn, for the miracle of breath and rain and renewal. May 

our worship reflect the beauty you have made and the love with which you have 

formed us. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

* GOD’S PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 

* OUR RECOGNITION OF BROKENNESS 

Maker of heaven and earth, we confess that we have taken your gifts for granted. 

We have consumed more than we have tended, possessed more than we have 

shared, and ignored the cries of the earth and its creatures. Forgive us, O God. 

Teach us again to walk gently, to act justly, to love what you have made, and to 

live as faithful stewards of your abundance. (silent confession) 

* GOD’S ASSURANCE OF RECONCILIATION 

 

 



 

* OUR GRATEFUL RESPONSE - No. 581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen. Amen. 

* PASSING THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you. 

THE WORD PROCLAIMS TO US 

 CONVERSATION WITH OUR CHILDREN 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 READING FROM THE PSALMS Psalm 65:9-13 (OT649) 

 ANTHEM                         “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” -arr. Virgil Thomson 

 READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 1:26-31 (OT2) 

 SERMON “This Beautiful Earth: 

  Caretakers of earth, companions in grace” 

 HYMN - No. 20 “All Things Bright and Beautiful”  

THE WORD INVITES US 

 OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

 Invitation for the Offering 

* Response of Praise - No. 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* Prayer of Dedication 

 Offertory 

THE WORD SEALS US 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE WORD WELCOMES US 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  

 

 



THE WORD SENDS US 

* HYMN - No. 32 “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”  

* INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 

* SENDING FORTH AND BLESSING 

* POSTLUDE 

 

 *The (*) indicates that those who are able may stand. 

 The words printed in bold face italics type are said by all. 

CCLI#2707192 

Directing our worship today: Preacher, Rev. Dr. Kent Carter; 

Worship Assistant, Kitti Taylor; Conversation with Our Children, Happy Barber; 

Director of Music, Sue Beckley; Pianist, Nan Bonnet 
 

 



 

 

NEWS OF OUR COMMON LIFE 

FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL today are given to the Glory of God in honor of all the wonderful 

women who mother us with empathy, support and love by Happy Barber.  

COMING IN WORSHIP MAY 18 Join us for week three of our Alive with Purpose series as we 

explore “What’s Mine Is Yours,” a message grounded in Acts 2:42–47. The early church modeled 

radical generosity by sharing everything so that no one was in need. What if we lived today like 

everything we have is meant to bless others? Come discover how community, care, and abundance 

reflect the heart of God. Pastor Kent will be preaching.  

DEACONS’ BASEBALL OUTING See the Weekend Update or Rich Lengler for details about 

the JUNE 8TH baseball outing.  Forms are located on the bulletin board outside the office. 

SOFTBALL AND GOLF Spring is in the air and the Paxton Softball Team can't wait to start our 

17th season! Our season begins during the last week of April, check the bulletin for the schedule 

as opening day nears. Also, the Softball League's Annual Golf Outing is in its 12th year! If you like 

to participate or know golfers who'd like to play, please reach out! The funds raised support the 

league and our team. Please see the Weekend Update for more information. We hope to see you at 

the games or at the golf course!  



ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL Join with the Seekers’ Adult Sunday School Class for fellowship and 

the beginning  of a new lesson series, Genesis to Revelation: The Psalms. Next week we’ll be 

discussing the Songs of Zion (Psalms 15, 24, 46, 48, 76, 84, 87, 122, 132).   

SAFETY AND SECURITY The month of May is the most active month for tornados. In 2004, a 

tornado touched down outside the building that caused extensive tree damage and a power outage 

that lasted several days. If a tornado warning or emergency is announced during an event at the 

church,  move quickly (do not run) to Fellowship Hall on the lower level. Please do not use the 

elevator unless necessary and assist others down the stairs if you are able. If moving to the lower 

level is not possible, shelter with someone in the bathrooms on the main level. Shelter-in-place 

until an announcement is made that it is safe to leave. 

THE NEXT POOR AND HOMELESS DELIVERY WILL BE JUNE 5TH Summer items are in 

need such as Men’s long pants and shorts (especially sizes 34-36); men’s medium-sized shirts; and 

sneakers and sandals. Women’s clothing of all kinds in medium and large sizes. Children’s summer 

clothing would also be appreciated. Please drop off the clothing at Norm Daniels’ house (500 

Bonnymead Avenue, Harrisburg, 17111) by 9:00 p.m. June 4th. Questions? Call or text Norm at 

717-712-7494. 

Week 2 – “This Beautiful Earth” 

Caretakers of earth, companions in grace 

Scripture: Genesis 1:26–31, Psalm 65:9–13 

Theme: Stewardship of Creation 

 

Reflect: 

• How do you experience God through creation? 

 

 

• What one change can you make this week to live more gently on the earth? 

 

 

This Week's Invitation: 

Choose one tangible act that expresses your care for creation – plant a flower, support a local 

grower, or reduce your use of disposables. Let your love for God show through your stewardship 

of the earth. 

 

Live It Out This Week: Creation Care in Action 

• Tend your garden using natural and sustainable methods. 

• Advocate for legislation that protects air, water, and biodiversity. 

• Take a walk-through nature and offer a prayer of gratitude for what you see. 

• Talk with your children or grandchildren about what it means to be a steward of creation. 

 

“We take pictures, yes – but we also plant seeds. We leave footprints, but we also build 

pathways for others to walk in grace.” – from the sermon, “This Beautiful Earth” 

 

https://presbyearthcare.org/ 

 

 

 

https://presbyearthcare.org/


This Week at Paxton 
    
Sunday,  May 11 9:00 AM Sunday School for All Ages Seekers’ Room 

 10:00 AM  Fellowship Gathering Place 

 10:30 AM Worship Service Sanctuary 

 1:00 PM Nepali Speaking Community Church Great Room 

    

Monday, May 12 12:00 PM  Kitchen Cleaning Kitchen 

 5:30 PM Penguin Project Great Room 

    

Tuesday, May 13 10:00 AM Stephen Ministry Room 201 

 11:45 AM Church Staff Meeting Room 202 

 5:30 PM Penguin Project Great Room 

 7:30 PM Tech and Media Zoom 

    

Wednesday, May 14 9:30 AM Sewing Circle Fellowship Hall 

 12:00 PM PPNS Board Meeting Room 202 

 1:00 PM PPNS Luncheon Fellowship Hall 

 6:00 PM Worship and Music Ministry Gathering Place 

 7:00 PM Finance Ministry Seekers’ Room 

    

Thursday, May 15 1:30 PM Presbytery Council Seekers’ Room 

 6:00 PM  Paxton @ Linglestown Life  State Hospital Lower Field 

 6:15 PM Bell Choir Sanctuary 

 7:30 PM Adult Choir Choir Room 

 7:30 PM PNC Seekers’ Room 

    

Sunday, May 18 9:00 AM Sunday School for All Ages Seekers’ Room 

 10:00 AM Fellowship Gathering Place 

 10:30 AM Worship Service  Sanctuary 

 11:30 AM Service Afternoon Fellowship Hall 

 1:00 PM Nepali Speaking Community Church Great Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The office is open to the public 

 9:00am – 1:00pm, Monday through Friday 
If you need to visit the office or building at another time, please call the office. 



 

Paxton Presbyterian Church Staff 

Interim Pastor x105 Rev. Dr. Kent Carter (he/him) pastor@paxtonchurch.org 

Director of Faith Formation x104 Michelle Sheppard michelle.sheppard@paxtonchurch.org 

Director of Music  Susan Beckley  

Organist  Jeanne Bruce  

Director of Youth Music  Andrew Vinton  

Office Administrator x101 Abby Spencer office@paxtonchurch.org 

Worship Events Coordinator  Susan Shuey  

Financial Office x102 John Palmer treasurer@paxtonchurch.org 

Nursery School Director x103 Nicole Evenhuis nurseryschooldirector@paxtonchurch.org 

Custodian  Mary Bowers  

Board of Deacons 
Pastoral Nominating 

Committee 
Tara Frank Moderator Bob Frank Chairman 

Merideth Staudenmaier Secretary Nancy Bingaman Secretary 
Sally Appleby Rich Lengler Jessica Vinton Communications 

Jim Bruce Diana Robertson Bill Gough 
Linette Burd Deb Trephan Mary Myers 

Judy Frankford Brenda Vinton Don Laughery 
Cheryl Holtzman Bev Ziebell   

Stephen Ministry 
Stephen Leaders Gary Myers Jane Sanford 

Stephen Ministers Karen Cirillo Karen Herrold 
 Cheryl Holtzman Janice Hutchison 
 Annette Kilpatrick Nancy Lengler 
 Steve Miller Kathy Woodbridge 

For a confidential referral please contact a Stephen Leader. 

Session *Chair 
Kent Carter (he/him)   Moderator 

Kitti Taylor   Clerk of Session 
Karen Herrold*   Christian Education 

Janice Hutchison*  Evangelism and Outreach 
Nancy Lengler* Craig Staudenmaier Budget and Finance 
Judy Schmidt* Jan Gough  Mission 

Gary Myers* Janice Hutchison Nominating 
Jay Kealey* Gary Myers  Personnel 

Nino Giambrone* Geoffrey Vinton* Property Management 
Craig Staudenmaier*   Stewardship 

Sharon Webb*   Technology 
Anita Laughery* Bob Frank  Worship and Music 

    

Facebook YouTube Website Giving 

mailto:pastor@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:michelle.sheppard@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:office@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:treasurer@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:nurseryschooldirector@paxtonchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/Paxton-Presbyterian-Church-122774714594935
http://youtube.com/channel/UCfkAM-1Ylu8kQOCxaiktQ4g/live
https://paxtonchurch.org/
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZJ3E/home


 

 

 



 



 


