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Collaborating with its Ministry Teams, the Session of St. Andrews has approved a 

statement on the sin of racism. In addition to the statement, you will find opportunities for study, 

discussion, and action. We preface our statement with the one approved by the 224th PC(USA) 

General Assembly in June so we can put into context the voice of the larger church. Session 

members have unanimously accepted the “21-Day Challenge” and invite you to join them in this 

endeavor. 

PREFACE 

224th General Assembly Statement Responding to the Sin of 

Racism and a Call to Action    

On the Church in This Moment in History – 

Responding to the Sin of Racism and a Call to Action 

“Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

the restorer of streets to live in.” 

-Isaiah 58:12 (NRSV)

This 224th General Assembly of the PC(USA) declares that Black  lives matter; that our country’s most 

important institutions have been built to sustain white privilege, to protect white lives and white property 

at the expense of our siblings of color; and that the church, through ignorance, denial, and in some cases 

deliberate action, has participated in this injustice.  We have been slow to face the reality of systemic 

racism. We have been slow to acknowledge the pain of our fellow Presbyterians, of our fellow Christians, 

of our fellow citizens, and of those who have come to America for a better life, whose value has been 

judged by the color of their skin. We pledge to join hands and hearts with our BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, 

and People of Color) siblings to actively confront and dismantle systemic racism in our church and in 

society at large, and to work for a more just, merciful, and peaceful country that allows all of God’s 

children to flourish. 

(The GA acted as follows on this recommendation: Affirmative – 407; Negative – 72; None Abstaining) 

STATEMENT 

St. Andrews Presbyterian Church Statement on the Sin of Racism 

and a Call to Study and Action 



WE CONFESS 

We have come to a different and significant moment in our history. Taking the lives of 

George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery and others has erupted into one of the largest 

protest movements we have experienced, flooding the streets of cities across the country. Their 

message has been familiar. Black lives matter. We have heard it before. This time most of our 

nation has been taking it seriously.  

While many of us who attend St. Andrews have not lived or worked extensively with 

people of color, we confess that many of us carry prejudices based on skin color. We also 

confess that the problems of racial injustice are much deeper than those reflected in our personal 

prejudices. The institutions of our society have consistently operated in ways that disadvantage 

people of color. We have benefited from white privilege, even in situations where we have had 

no direct responsibility for creating it.  

In our community and in businesses, there are voices calling for racial justice. Many 

churches have been silent. We believe it is time to address the recent protests and the ongoing 

struggle for racial justice. The Presbyterian Church USA has long been involved in civil rights. 

St. Andrews is proud of that heritage. It is time to speak what we believe.  

WE BELIEVE 

We are called to shelter and nurture the children of God in our midst, including those of 

color. We affirm Black lives matter. We are called to stand up for what is true and righteous in 

the face of lies and hate. We feel called to exhibit the Kingdom of Heaven to the world, built 

upon love and justice and reconciliation. Our proclamation of the Gospel for the salvation of 

humankind calls us to stand against violence and injustice and death at the hands of people and 

systems shaped by white privilege and racism. This is what it means for us to be Presbyterian 

and Christian. This is not something extra. This is our calling. May the Lord forgive us for the 

ways we have failed this calling, and may the Lord strengthen us in our determination to live 

what we believe.*  

WE COMMIT 

The Session of St. Andrews will be offering resources to our congregation for how to 

educate ourselves and work toward racial equity. We invite our members and all others to listen, 

research, read, and learn what we need to know and to do in regard to supporting the challenge 

for racial justice.  

*Our Book of Order of our Presbyterian Constitution includes a description of “The

Great Ends of the Church”. There are six. “The proclamation of the gospel for the

salvation of humankind; the maintenance of divine worship; the shelter, nurture and

spiritual fellowship of God’s children; the preservation of the truth; the promotion of

social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.” This we

believe. (F – 1.034)


