
From the Math Center 

Math Club 

Math Club is in full swing! We just wrapped up line designs, in which we used a ruler to make evenly 
spaced marks on angles, intersecting lines, and polygons. Then we connected the marks to create 
mathmagical patterns. One of our 3rd graders, Amani Sanogo, even took it a step further and made 
her design with colored string at home and it was beautiful!  

This week we started our investigation of “Polyominoes”. We looked at all the ways to configure 2 
squares (in which sides touch sides and corners touch corners) and found only 1 possible way. Then 
we looked at “triominoes” and determined that there are 2 different ways to put 3 squares together. 
Anyone remember the game Tetris from the 80’s? Those were “tetrominoes”, and there are only 5 
different ways to combine 4 squares. We ended Club on Wednesday by trying to find all the possible 
“pentominoes”, or ways to put 5 squares together. Can you think of all the possible ways? 

Math Club meets every Wednesday at 8 a.m. and is open to all students in grades 3-5. There will be 
no Math Club on Wednesday, February 8th due to a faculty meeting. 

Math Team 

After missing a whole lot of Fridays in the fall, Math Team is back at it solving non-routine, challenging 
problems from the Continental Math League. We are consistently amazed at the variety of strategies 
our mathematicians have and we as teachers end up learning a lot from our students. On Friday, we 
had our second contest of the year and it was a real stumper! Congratulations to Eddy Hoover (5C) 
and Ella Barton (5C) who got all 6 problems correct. Hale Snyder (5H), Sam Fishman (5H), & Ellie 
Kessler (5D) each got 5 out of 6 problems correct. Malachi Merriam (5G), Matt Burris (5H), Molly 
Reeder (5H) & Gabriella Goldberg (4Cat) all got 4 out of 6 problems correct. We would like to give a 
special shout-out to Gabriella who is the only 4th grader to place in this contest! 

Can you solve problem #4 from our latest contest? 

 Today Mr. Hernandez is 32 years old. In 4 years he will be 4 times as old as his son will be then. 
How many years from now will Mr. Hernandez be twice as old as his son will be then? 

Math Team meets every Friday at 8 a.m. and is open to all students in grades 4-5. We welcome new 
students and look forward to getting mathtastic every Friday! 

Erin Duchinsky and Edie Stanton 

 


