Review of 2017 and plans for 2018 conference 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As the Executive Committee starts planning for the 2018 conference we reflect on last year’s conference in hopes to improve and continue providing an engaging and educational experience for our SAPOR members.  One could easily ask, how do we top the 2017 SAPOR conference which included more than 90 attendees, six presentation sessions, a Diversity and Inclusion Panel, and keynote address from the 2017-2018 AAPOR President himself, Dr. Timothy Johnson. The Diversity and Inclusion Panel included Dr. Robert A. Wortham, North Carolina Center University’s Associate Dean of the College of Behavioral and Social Sciences, Dr. Anna Sandoval Girón, Research Sociologist at the U.S. Census Bureau, Bucky Fairfax, Senior Vice President of Strategic Talent Management at RTI International, and Gracie Johnson-Lopez, President and Principal Consultant of Diversity and HR Solutions.   

Since 2014, the SAPOR Conference has been held in the premier location of the City Club in downtown Raleigh, NC. SAPOR attendees enjoy floor to ceiling windows that offer breathtaking views of the Raleigh skyline. Day 1 of the conference ends with an evening social event where colleagues and friends network, unwind, and continue discussing the presentations from Day 1. This past year we walked to Trophy Table and Tap to enjoy roasted oysters, empanadas, and of course southern fried hush puppies. 

Our plans for the 2018 conference can best be improved by looking at our lessons learned and in true survey research fashion, evaluating responses from the 2017 post-conference survey. The post-conference survey was distributed to SAPOR members from December 2017 to February 2018..  Of the survey participants that attended the 2017 conference, 91% were “very satisfied” or “somewhat satisfied” with the conference. Most people (73%) attended both days and feel the 2018 conference should include around the same number of sessions (88%). We have held the SAPOR conference in North Carolina for many years. However, just over half of respondents said they prefer this location while several others offered alternate locations including Virginia, Georgia, and Florida. 

Consistent with previous years, feedback specific to the conference venue was very positive. Again, the views alone from the facility are inspiring and may have you gazing out the windows thinking of new innovations to improve response rates!  We received feedback that the sound and projection system could be improved for the 2018 conference. We are working with the venue to secure a better sound and projection experience for attendees.

Fifty-seven percent of respondents who attended SAPOR 2017 also attended the social event and 80% were in favor of continuing this type of event. We are happy to report that both the City Club and Trophy Table and Tap (both in Raleigh, NC) are reserved for the 2018 conference. We hope to see you all there! 
 
According to the open-ended comments, a highlight of the conference was both Dr. Timothy Johnson’s keynote address and the diversity of session presentations.  One respondent noted, “Tim Johnson’s keynote was very thoughtful and set an excellent tone for the conference.”  Another respondent said that the conference is a “Nice mix of people from academics and industry.” Our attendees represent a diverse population including students, consultants, academic, non-profit, private, and government employees. This variety of chapter members is evident in the assortment of presentations SAPOR offers each year.  

In 2016 and now reported again in 2017, the majority of respondents are still not currently following SAPOR on social media. We want you to follow us if you are on Twitter or Facebook so you can stay in the loop on all thing SAPOR. There have been talks of a Summer 2018 mini-social so be sure to follow us and look-out for the #SAPORSIP! 

The Executive Committee always appreciates the feedback received from our members.  Feel free to reach out to any of us if you have additional thoughts and suggestions. We hope to see you for the 2018 annual conference!  
