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elcome to the Storrs Congregational Church, United Church of 
Christ!    As we say at nearly every worship service, “No matter who you 
are, or where you are on life’s journey God welcomes you… and so do we.”  

We take these words seriously.  We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable 
as God’s kingdom. We don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think alike. 
We don’t all read the Bible the same way. We come from different religious 
backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different burdens. But every 
Sunday, we gather as the Body of Christ. 
 In this grand old church, we do Sunday morning in some pretty traditional ways. 
We study the teachings and the actions of Jesus.  We gather around the waters of 
grace and the feast table of Christ.  Some of the songs we sing are ones our 
grandparents might also have sung in their day.  Yet, in our preaching and prayers, we 
wrestle with the challenges of everyday living.  We hope your heart will hear something 
personal and relevant this morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a 
deeper relationship with God. 

Mission statement of the Storrs Congregational Church: 
We share in God’s love by growing in faith, courageously seeking justice,  

and generously caring for all people. 
 

These May Help During the Service… If you would like a large-print copy of the bulletin 
and hymns, would like seat or back cushions, or are looking for a wheelchair or accessible 
seating, please ask an usher.  The restroom in this building is at the front of the church behind 
the doors to the right of the chancel (in the northeast corner of the building). 
 

Children, too, are welcome at all services.  It is important for families to worship 
together.  Don’t feel your child must be absolutely quiet or still, for we are glad to have 
children—and all their wiggles, giggles, and squiggles—as part of our community and 
worship life!  

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion:  All 
are welcome, including children, to share in 
the feast at Christ’s table.  Currently, we 
celebrate Communion during the 10 AM 
Worship on the first Sunday of each month 
and certain other holy days.    

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism:  We 
gladly offer the sign and seal of God’s grace 
in the waters of baptism, both to children 
and adults of any age.  For more 
information, contact the pastor. 

The language of worship is rich and 
diverse, and yet always inadequate to 
express the fullness of the divine.  In our 
worship life, we strive to use inclusive 
language for humanity and expansive 
imagery for the divine, while respecting the 
poetry and imagery of texts handed down 
to us from the ages.  Honoring our diversity, 
in those places where we speak or sing 
together, worshippers may use language 
with which they are comfortable or familiar.

W 
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Please stand as you are able ‘*’. 
Please remember to silence cell phones and other devices, and be mindful of those  

who wish to use the prelude as a time of prayer, meditation, and preparation for worship. 
Please know that our services are recorded on Zoom and live-streamed on YouTube. 

 

GATHERING 
We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace church. 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, God welcomes you and so do we. 

Prelude — “Nachtstücke (Night piece) Op. 23, No. 4” by Schumann Dr. Patricia Snyder, piano 

Welcome     Reverend Michael Ader 

Good morning. This very hour, this very minute, we have the wonderful opportunity to 
come before God with rejoicing. In a spirit of love and friendship, we welcome all who 
have come to Storrs Congregational Church. Let us lift up our hearts in worship to our 
God. 

Call to Worship (responsive)  Elizabeth Cowles, Liturgist 

One: Our ordinary, messy lives are filled with the light and love of Jesus! 
Many: We proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord in our ordinary, messy lives! 
One: We are servants for Jesus’ sake, surrendering to God’s power at work in us. 
Many: Even in our trouble, uncertainty, and confusion, 
One: We are servants for Jesus’ sake, surrendering to God’s power at work in us. 
Many: Even in persecution we’ve endured, even when we’ve been thrown down, 
One: We surrender to God’s power at work in our ordinary, messy lives. 
Many: Let’s light up this dark world with Jesus’ light and love! 

*Hymn — “Called as Partner’s in Christ’s Service”   this bulletin p. 8 

*Prayer of Invocation (unison)   

Gracious, Holy and Blessed God, as we gather in this sacred place and hour, we thank 
you for calling us to be your servants in service to all humanity.  O Holy One,  please 
open the ears of our hearts to hear your living word.  Please open the eyes of our hearts 
to see your living presence within and among us.  Thank you, O Holy One, for inviting 
us into Your church so that we may grow in love for you, your creation, and one 
another.  In Jesus’ name we do pray.  Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

Prayer of Illumination   
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Scripture Lessons — 2 Corinthians 4: 6- 18  pew bibles, p. 939 

RESPONSE — “Spirit of the Living God”  New Century Hymnal (black) #283 
 

 

 

 

Sermon — “Christmas and the Garden of Eden”  Reverend Michael Ader 

*Hymn — “O God, as with a Potter’s Hand”  this bulletin p. 10 

RESPONSE 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering 

Responding with our Gifts 
As the morning offering is collected, prayers of either joy or concern may be written on the purple prayer 
request cards found in the pew rack and placed in the offering plates as they are passed. 

Call to Offering   

As our faith journey continues, God invites us to view our lives through the lens of holy 
possibility. Trusting in God’s creative touch, we give our gifts, that they may be 
transformed into signs of new life.  
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 OFFERTORY MUSIC — “Be Thou My Vision” by Chilcott Cathy Jeffers, soprano 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,  
Be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 

Be thou my best thought in the day and the night,  
Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 
Be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord; 
Be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 
Be thou in me dwelling and I with thee one. 

 

Be thou and thou only the first in my heart; 
O sovereign of heaven, my treadure thou art; 
Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 
       Early Irish text, trans. Mary Byrne (1880-1931) 
       Versified Eleanor Hull (altered) (1860-1935) 

 *PRESENTING OUR GIFTS: A Doxology HURSLEY (adapt. GROSSER GOTT, WIR LOBEN DICH) 
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*Prayer of Dedication (unison)  

Bless our gifts, Creative God, that they may become streaks of gold, shining through 
the brokenness of the world. Through your touch may our giving bring beauty into 
view. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer  

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 

FEAST OF HOLY COMMUNION  
(Please hold your bread and cup until all are served.  We will then partake of the elements 

together; first the bread, then the cup.) 

Hymn — “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”  this bulletin p. 9 

The Invitation 

Words of Institution 

Prayer of Consecration 

Sharing the Feast 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 

In gratitude, in deep gratitude for this moment, this meal these people, we give 
ourselves to you. Take us out to live as changed people because we have shared the 
Living Bread and cannot remain the same. Ask much of us. Expect much from us. 
Enable much by us. Encourage many through us. So God, may we live in your glory, 
both as inhabitants of earth and citizens of the commonwealth of heaven. Amen. 

 



7 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

News of the Church   

*Hymn — “Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak” this bulletin p. 12 

*Benediction     
Led by the Spirit, go forth in God’s love. Illumined by the Spirit, 
shine with Christ’s light. Amen. 

Postlude —“Fantasia” by Anoni Muss  Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 

Be Our Guest!  Come on over to the Parish House for a beverage, a bite to eat, 
and a chat! The Parish House is located in the buildings to the west of the 
Mee ng House.  Follow the others on over, or ask an usher to guide you… We 
look forward to seeing you! Masks are strongly encouraged for everyone. 
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Notes and Acknowledgements 

Acknowledgements:Call to Worship: Ministry Matters: July 3, 2022 

 Scripture readings:  The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright ©1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches in the 
U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 Hymn – “Called as Partner’s in Christ’s Service”. Text: Jane Parker Huber, 1981. Music: John Zundel, 1870. Text 
©1981 Jane Parker Huber (admin. Westminster John Know Press). Reprinted from Glory to God:  Hymns, Psalms, and 
Spiritual Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press, #761. 

 Refrain – “Spirit of the Living God”.  Reprinted from The New Century Hymnal, ©1995 The Pilgrim Press, #283.  
[Permission granted for this one-time use.] 

 Hymn – “O God, as with a Potter’s Hand”. Reprinted from The New Century Hymnal, ©1995 The Pilgrim Press, 
#550.  [Permission granted for this one-time use.] 

 Doxology:  Words by Thomas Ken, 1674, with adaptations by Book of Worship: United Church of Christ, ©1986 
United Church of Christ Office of Church Life and Leadership.  Music adapt. by anon., 1861; based on tune in 
Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, c. 1774; reprinted from The New Century Hymnal, ©1995 Pilgrim Press. 

 Hymn – “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”. Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1990. Music: William Moore’s Columbian 
Harmony, 1825. Text ©1991 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted from Glory to God:  Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual 
Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press, #509. 

 Hymn – “God, Speak to Me, That I May Speak”. :  Reprinted from The New Century Hymnal, ©1995 The Pilgrim 
Press, #531.  [Permission granted for this one-time use.] 

 

 
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719182. 
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Life at SCC…

Today… 
10:00 a.m.  Worship (MH & Zoom/YouTube) 
11:00 a.m.  Fellowship (Courtyard) 
11:00 a.m.  Library Open (Ed. Building) 
11:00 a.m.  Food Pantry Open (Ed. Building) 
7:30 p.m.   Sunday Speaker Group (Auditorium) 

MH = Meeting House     CE = Christian Education Bldg. 
PH = Parish House 

Worship 

Every Sunday, 10:00 am, in the Meeting House 
and on Zoom & YouTube. Expressive, 
participatory liturgy; thoughtful preaching; 
and a soul-stirring blend of new and 
traditional music are some of the elements 
you can expect to encounter each Sunday. 
Assisting in today’s service … 

Liturgist: Elizabeth Cowles 
Greeter: Marjorie Brown 
Ushers: Paul Schur, Josh Miller 
Fellowship Hosts: Laurie & Duffy Brookes 
Welcome Table Host: Heather Famularo 
Communion Servers: Elizabeth Cowles,  

Ray Joesten, Jamie Lang-Rodean, 
Donna Latincsics 

Tech Team: Andy McCabe, Erin Scholes, 
Jan & Don Castle, Susan Irvine 

Meet 

Quiet Reflection in the Chapel: Consider 
stopping in the Waggoner Chapel for 10 
minutes Wednesday at 10:00 AM to try a 
new method of spiritual awakening.  
Everyone is welcome, we have plenty of 
parking and the air conditioning is 
delightful! 

C.A.F.E. Storrs: Wednesday at 10:30 AM in the 
Library or via Zoom. Think about expanding 
your weekly Bible study to include C.A.F.E. 
Storrs with your SCC faith family. Join the 
group to discuss this Sunday’s Scripture and 
sermon and discover how “God is still 
speaking”. Everyone is welcome! The zoom 
link is sent in the Tuesday eNews & Notes 
email or is available on the SCC Worship 
Online and Faith Formation page. We are 
thankful to Rev. Mike Ader who will be 
hosting C.A.F.E. Storrs while Lisa is on 
vacation. 

Serve 

What’s in a Name?: Your name identifies you 
to others allowing those around you to 
comfortably address you as you engage in 
conversation or task. Name tags are available 
for everyone, even guests and visitors at the 
Greeter’s stand in the Narthex. Please be sure 
to wear your Name Tag over to fellowship to 
continue our ongoing ministry of Hospitality. 
If your permanent name tag is lost, misplaced 
or you just want another one, contact 
Deborah in the office for assistance. 

Sunday Morning Servers: Each week we have 
a group of members that offer their time to 
prepare the worship space, greet and 
welcome worshipers and host fellowship 
gatherings. If you are interested in learning 
more about helping out on Sunday Mornings, 
please talk to an Usher, Greeter, Welcome 
Table or Fellowship Host or contact Jamie or 
Deborah for more detailed conversation 
about how you can get involved. 
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Other news & notes… 

Church Directory Update Project: Can you 
believe that it has been 9 years since our last 
pictorial church directory! Well, having 
Pastor Diane starting in September gives us a 
good reason to update our look and get a 
current “picture” of our members & friends. 
If you are currently a member or friend of 
SCC you will be receiving an email asking for 
your participation in this project. If you are 
not sure if you are in our directory, or if you 
want to make sure you are in our directory, 
contact Deborah in the office to confirm. 

Food Pantry Initiative: We are very blessed 
to be receiving food from FoodShare and 
Midwest Food Bank, but we still need your 
help to provide items that are needed but 
unavailable. The Food Pantry Advisory Board 
has decided to try a new idea for requesting 
donations.  Each month we will focus on a 
category of items to supplement our pantry 
supplies. This does not mean that you are 
limited in what you can donate, it does mean 
that you are able to make selections that are 
in line with other Food Pantry initiatives and 
events. Here is the schedule of items for the 
next few months: 

August: Baking Supplies. Consider packaged 
mixes or individual ingredients used for 
baking.  

September: Cleaning Supplies. Dish, 
dishwasher and laundry detergent as well as 
sponges, cleansers and paper towels are 
always greatly appreciated. 

October: First Aid & personal care products. 
Think about items like Band-Aids, peroxide, 
pain relievers, vitamin supplements, and 
ointments. Feminine & child care products, 
deodorant, shampoo/conditioner and lip 
balm are also welcome treasurers! 

Food Pantry Training Session: tomorrow, 
Monday, August 8th, 2022 at 11:30 AM in the 
SCC Food Pantry. Do you want to learn how 
to help in the Food Pantry? We have many 
tasks associated with the Food Pantry, 
something for everyone who wants to 
participate. We will be holding a Training 
Session on Monday, August 8th at 11:30 AM to 
demonstrate the tasks associated with the 
pantry: logging in guests, opening the Pantry 
and putting out signs, weighing distributed 
food, assisting guests with choices, stocking 
shelves. If you are interested in attending the 
Training Session, contact Jan Hoyle to let her 
know you are coming or just come to the 
Food Pantry for the training. Everyone is 
welcome to attend and participate. 

Gently Used Clothing Giveaway: tomorrow, 
Monday, August 8th from 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM. 
Gently used clothing donated for community 
distribution will be set up in the courtyard 
and available for shopping. Clothing is free!  

Calling All Bakers: Make sure to mark your 
calendars and plan ahead for the Welcome 
Back WOW Tag and Bake Sale being held the 
weekend of August 27th & August 28th. Let’s 
show off our SCC baking skills and prepare as 
many fun favorites as possible. Best sellers are 
Chocolate chip, sugar & oatmeal cookies as 
well as Brownies, Rice Krispy treats and 
magic bars.  In addition fruit/nut breads, 
cupcakes and coffee cakes are popular with 
the incoming community. 
Please package the cookies in baggies of 6 or 
12 and clearly label everything with the name 
of the item and if it contains nuts. 
Plan to bring items to the Parish House on 
Friday, August 26th before 3:00 PM or 
Saturday, August 27th before 10:00 AM. 
Thank you in advance for your participation! 
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Getting the message???: Are you receiving 
our “All Church” Tuesday & Friday emails? 
These timely letters from Ellen Bradley, our 
Communications & Digital Ministry 
Specialist, provide information about 
upcoming events at and through SCC such 
as: 

 Worship information and other Sunday 
celebrations or gatherings for participation; 

 Information and convenient online 
registration links for SNEUCC and other 
conference events; 

 Zoom links and discussion materials for 
Wednesday Bible Study (C.A.F.E. Storrs) 

 Information regarding special initiatives 
under discussion and/or action at Storrs 
Congregational;  

 And more! 

If you are not receiving these emails and feel 
as though you should be, contact Deborah in 
the office to discuss. If you are new to SCC 
and would like to see what the messages are 
all about, visit our webpage 
(www.storrscongchurch.org) and click the 
yellow button to be added to our mailing list. 
Feedback is always welcome! 

This Week... 

Monday 
● 11:00 am Gently Used Clothing 

giveaway (Courtyard) 
● 11:30 am Food Pantry Training Session 

(Room 102) 
● 1:00 pm Food Pantry Open (Room 102)  
● 2:00 pm Worship Team Meeting 

(Library) 

Tuesday 
● 9:30 am Library Open (Ed. Bldg.) 
● 1:00 pm Staff Meeting (Room 201) 
● 2:00 pm Worship Team Meeting 

(Library) 

Wednesday 
● 10:00 am Quiet Meditation (Chapel) 
● 10:30 am C.A.F.E. Storrs (Library & Zoom) 
● 7:00 pm Governing Board Meeting 

(Lounge & Zoom) 

Thursday 
● 11:30 am Mobile Foodshare (Sr. Center) 
● 2:30 pm Food Pantry Open (Room 102)  

Sunday 
● 10:00 am Worship (MH & Online) 
● 11:00 am Library open (CE – Library)  
● 11:00 am Fellowship (Auditorium) 
● 11:00 am Food Pantry Open (Room 102) 
● 5:00 pm Carillon Concert (Front Lawn) 
● 7:30 pm Speaker Group (Auditorium) 
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Prayer Circle 

We hold in our hearts, prayers for... 

 The Middle School students who are considering the Youth Summer Camp at SCC  
August 22nd – 25th; may they be inspired to connect with the community through this 
service project and register to attend. 

 Those affected by the flooding in Kentucky, Missouri and Colorado; the victims and 
their families, comfort and aid volunteers, emergency responders, medical and military 
personnel, prayerful and financial supporters; may the unity of response across the world 
provide for the needs of those affected materially and spiritually by this disaster. 

 Those who are affected by mental illness and the struggles associated with finding 
reliable, compassionate care; may the ears of this community always hear the cries of 
those in need and seek to offer comfort and inclusion to all. 

Please continue your prayers for… 

 Pastor Diane and her family as they prepare to move from the Boston area to their new 
home in the local area; may their joy be enhanced by the move to Connecticut and the 
beginning of their new lives and ministry. 

 Members of this community as they discern their call to service through the ministries 
and services of the Storrs Congregational Church; may God’s promise to qualify those 
He calls bring confidence to those who are feeling a desire to serve in necessary roles 
and inspire them to volunteer.  

 The people of Ukraine as they struggle to withstand the looming message that the 
world has forgotten their fight; may the countries supporting Ukraine provide 
meaningful and impactful assistance, seeking to end the conflict in peace and justice.  

We celebrate with thanksgiving, and appreciation…  

 Those who serve anonymously, without recognition or notice and without counting the 
cost or reward, in Jesus’ name. 

 The joy and love of Storrs Congregational Church; for the open acceptance of all people 
and the desire to welcome all into relationship with this community of faith. 

Dear God, Thank you for hearing our prayers this week; these, and the needs that remain unspoken 
in our hearts. 
There are days that the burdens we carry tire our shoulders, weigh us down and make us weary. 
Help us to remember that there is nothing that we carry that You can’t handle and help us through. 
Your mighty power is always at work in our lives. Fill us with peace and the knowledge of Your 
continual presence and may the Spirit be at work to help all of us with our struggles and pain today. 
Amen. prayer by Ellen Bradley



 

 

 
 
 

We envision our community as a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community.  We are an Open 
and Affirming congregation:  Believing that each of us is unique and blessed with special talents from God, 
each a creation of God’s love, alike and yet different, we open our doors and our ministry to all. We accept 
into full participation in the life of this Church: people of any age, economic status, gender, marital status, 
race, sexual orientation, and physical, emotional and mental capability.  As a community, we will work to put 
aside all prejudices and to affirm and promote the worth and dignity of each person. 

 

STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

  Ministers  All of the Congrega on 
  Director of Music Ministries  Dr. Patricia Snyder – trisha@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 26 
  Director of Faith Forma on  Lisa Haupt – lisa@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 22 
  Communica ons & Digital Ministry Specialist  Ellen Bradley – ellen@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 22  
  Office Administrator  Deborah Gacek – sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 21 
  Sexton  Antonio Aguilera – antonio@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 21 
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