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Please stand as you are able *.

Please remember to silence cell phones and other devices and be mindful of those who wish to use the prelude as a time
of prayer, meditation, and preparation for worship.

Accessibility: See an usher for large-print bulletins and wheelchair or accessible seating.
Devices necessary to access worship fully are welcome.

The restroom in this building is at the front of the church behind the doors to the right of the Chancel. A
PRAYGROUND s also located in the northeast corner of the building and available for children and families.

Our services are recorded on Zoom and live streamed on YouTube.

GATHERING

Whatever your faith tradition, doubts or questions about God; whatever your color skin, gender identity or expression,
wherever you find yourself on life’s journey, you are welcome here. You matter to God, and you matter to us. Welcome!

Prelude - “Three Fancies” by Noel Ponsonby Janice Castle
Bringing in the Light
Welcome Elaine Greer

Call to Worship (responsive)

One:  Created in God’s image, we spill coffee, we lose our memories and our
imagination. We lose our emotional and relationship skills.

Many: Created in God’s image, we are injured by accidents, we do not hear or see or
speak.

One:  And yet, God calls us beloved and blessed. In our vulnerability we are created in
God’s image.

Many: We are more than these, as God is more than God’s vulnerability.

One:  In community, we have one another to clean up the coffee, to tell the stories we
forget, to trust one another and God, and to remember to whom we belong.

Many: Created in God’s image, we have God to behold in wonder and awe. Let us
worship.

*Sharing the Peace of Christ

One:  Friends, we invite you to rise in body or in spirit and offer one another a sign of
God’s peace. May the peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you!

*Hymn - “Let Us Build a House” Glory to God 301 p- 8-9



Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession (unison)

Holy God, we confess that we have not always been inclusive, even though we try to be.
We confess that when we have observed difference, we have failed to marvel at the way
that each person is created-in-your-image. We admit that we have much to learn when
it comes to loving our neighbor as we love you and as we love ourselves. This is
uncomfortable work, God. Help us to value one another’s humanity over our own
discomfort, over and over again. (time of silent confession)

Words of Assurance

One:  Beloved, the good news is this: God is with us in every unlearning. The Spirit
gently nudges us toward the loving Kin-dom that Christ calls us to co-create here
on earth.

Many: May the Spirit of grace-in-the-awkwardness continue to forgive and bless our
journey to full inclusion of all of God’s beloveds. Amen.

Children’s Moment Mike Lake

Our Family Room is not staffed; however, it is open and available to interested children and their
grownups as desired/needed. Bible Quest is today, children can follow Lois and Mary to room 106
after the message! Children of all ages are, naturally, always welcome to remain in worship.

WORD

God Speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
Prayer of lllumination Desiree Duda

Redeeming God, through the power of your Holy Spirit and your Word, may we
experience your still-speaking voice, may we know your living presence, and seek to do
your will. In Jesus name, Amen.

First Scripture Reading -
Psalm 139:1-5 pew Bibles p. 503

'O Lord, you have searched me and known me. >*You know when 1 sit down and when 1
rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 3You search out my path and my lying
down and are acquainted with all my ways. * Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord,
you know it completely. 5You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.

Refrain — “Open My Heart” by Ana Hernandez

The congregation sings: Open my heart, open my heart.



Second Scripture Reading - Rev. Mike Lake
Matthew 22:1-10 pew Bibles p. 803

22 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: *“The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. * He sent his slaves to call
those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. * Again he
sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, 1 have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come
to the wedding banquet.” s But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm,
another to his business, ®while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed
them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned
their city. ® Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. ? Go therefore into the main streets and invite everyone you find to the wedding
banquet.’ ® Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both
good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

Sermon - “Fill the Hall” Rev Mike Lake
*Hymn - “Live into Hope” Glory to God 772 p. 10
RESPONSE

We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering

A Time of Offering

As the offering is collected, prayers of either joy or concern may be written on the purple prayer
request cards found in the pew rack and placed in the offering plates as they are passed. Offerings may
also be made electronically through our online ‘Give Now’ option. Scan the QR code for easy access.

Call to Offering Elaine Greer

With God’s love, there are no competitions, no shortcomings, no deficits. In God’s house,
there is a full and meaningful life for each of us. And because of that, we rejoice in our
hearts as we now share our offerings, recognizing the never-ending source of love and
grace that extends to each of us.



OFFERTORY MUSIC - “Surely the Presence of the Lord” by Lanny Wolfe

In the midst of His children the Lord said He would be.
1t doesn’t take very many it can be just two or three.
And 1 feel that same sweet Spirit that I've felt oft times fore;
Surely I can say I've been with the Lord.

Refrain: Surely the Presence of the Lord is in this place,
1 can feel His mighty power and His grace.
1 can feel the brush of angel wings, | see Glory on each face.
Surely the Presence of the Lord is in this place.

There’s a holy hush around us, as God’s glory fills the place.
I've touched the hem of His garment, 1 can almost see His face.
And my heart is overflowing with the fullness of His joy;

1 know without a doubt that I've been with the Lord. Refrain.

Elaine Chague, soloist
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Praise God a-bove,ye heav'n-ly host:

Cre - a- tor,Christ,and Ho - ly

Praise Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost!
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A-men,

*Prayer of Dedication (unison)

Elaine Greer

Holy One, you are the source of all that we are and all that we have. Bless these gifts
and this community, that we may be instruments of your peace and love in the world.
May all those we meet know that you are accessible to them and present for them.

Amen.

Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer

Rev. Mike Lake

We lift these prayers in Jesus’ name, who gave us words of prayer, saying...

Many: Creator/Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and glory forever. Amen.



SENDING

God Blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world

News from our Life Together Elaine Greer
*Hymn - “O For a World” New Century Hymnal p. 575 p. 11
*Benediction Rev. Mike Lake
Postlude - “How Firm a Foundation” by Edward Broughton Janice Castle

Be Our Guest for Potluck Fellowship!

Come on over to the Parish House Lounge and share a beverage, a bite to eat, and a chat!
Today, there will be a cake in celebration of Access Sunday! The Parish House is in the
buildings to the west of the Meeting House. Follow the others on over, or ask an usher to
guide you... We look forward to seeing you! Remember to wear your Name Tag!

Worship

Every Sunday, 10:00 am, in the Meeting House and on Zoom & YouTube. Expressive,
participatory liturgy; thoughtful preaching; and a soul-stirring blend of new and
traditional music are some of the elements you can expect to encounter each Sunday.

Thank You for Assisting in today’s service ...

Guest Organist: Janice Castle; Liturgist: Desiree Duda; Greeter: Paul Schur; Ushers: Dana
Gregus, Cass Crewdson; Welcome Table: Lisa Gregus; Fellowship Host: Desiree Duda Tech
Team: Andy McCabe, Erin Scholes, Jan & Don Castle, Susan Irvine.

Sunday Morning Server Reminder for Next Week: Liturgist: Marsha Creese; Greeter:
Needed; Head Usher: Wes Lang-Rodean; Usher: Jamie Lang-Rodean; Welcome Table:
Carolyn Holmy Fellowship Host: Needed;

Please welcome Elvi Lici, he is our new work study Administrative Assistant! Diana will be
working Monday and Wednesdays, and Elvi will be working Tuesday, Thursday, and they
will alternate working on Sundays depending on their availability.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today, Sunday October 11, 2026

8:45-9:45 am Student Breakfast
9:00-10:00 am  Adult Choir
10:00-11:00 am  Worship

I1:00-12 pm Fellowship
1m:oo-1:30 am  Library Open
1:30-12:30 pm  Food Pantry Open
2:30-5 pm Consonare

Comings and Goings

SCC offices are closed on Monday October
12 for Indigenous Peoples Day.

Diane is away from Oct 5 - 12. Jamie Lang-
Rodean will be the deacon on call, 860-377-
5512 or langrodeanje@4gmail.com

News and Notes

Fall Pop-Up Sale: the Parish Piecers are
planning a pop up sale for October 18", watch
the e-news and social media for confirmation
and details.

SCC Social: All are cordially invited to the
next SCC Social, which will take place at 6:30
pm in the lounge on Saturday, November 7.
This will be a game night dessert party.
Everyone is invited to bring a game to play
and a dessert to share. There is a sign up
sheet in the lounge. Any questions please
contact Robert Jeffers at jeffersjrr@aol.com.
See you at the social.

Our October Workdays are approaching,
Several initiatives are competing for
volunteers on Saturday, October 17. In
appreciation for the Islamic Church’s
assistance with our recovery from last year’s
major storm, we are considering helping

them remove overgrowth and invasive plants
from their property. Volunteers will be
needed to cut, drag, and pile brush for
removal.

WAIM has scheduled a workday for that same
Saturday, Josh Miller is organizing a group to
assist with a variety of tasks. Please consider
devoting time to one of the above mentioned
initiatives and let us know of your availability
to help in coordination. You can get more
details from Josh Miller or Dufty Brookes at
(860) 872-4477 or by email at
thebrookes@aol.com.

Noon Hour Organ Recitals: Recitals begin at
I12:15 p.m.

e October 21: Charles Houmard, St.
Mark’s Chapel
« November 18: Patricia Snyder, at SCC

Plan on coming and bring a friend, to enjoy
beautiful music in stunning acoustic spaces.

MMM-MM Group: The next Meeting of the
be next Monday, October 12 from 5:30 - 6:30
p.m. at the Mansfield Middle School.

Grab your sneakers and join us as we stay
healthy together in faith and friendship!

Save the Date for Heritage Sunday
Luncheon: Everyone Welcome! Sunday,
October 25th in the Auditorium. Please RSVP
by October 19™". Sign up sheets at Fellowship,
on the bulletin board by the office and
Marsha Creese will take reservations in
person or by phone or email: -860-550-4308,
arscreese@aol.com.
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All Are Welcome
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wit - ness and as sym - bol of God's grace; here as
Je - sus, is re - vealed in time and space; as we
strang - er bear the im - age of God's face; let us
laugh - ter, prayers of faith and songs of grace; let this
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Live into Hope
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O for a World

Miriam Therese Winter, 1987

579

Acts 4:32-35; 1 Cor. 1:26-31; 1 Pet. 3:8—12
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1 O for a worldwhere ev - ery-one re - spects each oth-er’s ways,
2 O for a worldwhere goods are shared and mis - er - y re - lieved,
3 We wel-comeone world fam - i - ly and strug-gle witheach choice
4 The poor are rich, the weak are strong,the fool - ish ones are wise.
5 O for a world pre - par -ing for God’s glo - rious reign of peace,
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Where love is lived and all is done with  jus-ticeand with praise.
Where truth is spo - ken, chil-drenspared,e - qual-i-ty a - chieved.
That o-pens us to u-ni -ty and givesour vi-sion voice.
Tell  all who mourn: out - casts be - long, who  per-ish-es will = rise.
Where time and tears will be no more, and all butlove will cease.
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Notes and Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements:

e Scripture readings: The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright ©1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches in the
U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

e Refrain - “Open My Heart” Text: Chinese mantra. Music: Ana Herndndez. ©2013 Ana Herndndez.

e Presenting Our Gifts: Doxology: Text by Thomas Ken, 1674, alt. Music attrib. Louis Bourgeois; from Trente
quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551.

All Hymns reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under
Onelicense.net #A-719182.

All rights reserved.

UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENT:

WE WOULD LIKE TO BEGIN BY ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THE LAND ON WHICH WE GATHER IS THE TERRITORY OF THE MOHEGAN,
MASHANTUCKET PEQUOT, EASTERN PEQUOT, SCHAGHTICOKE, GOLDEN HILL PAUGUSSETT, NIPMUC, AND LENAPE PEOPLES, WHO HAVE
STEWARDED THIS LAND THROUGHOUT THE GENERATIONS. WE THANK THEM FOR THEIR STRENGTH AND RESILIENCE IN PROTECTING THIS

LAND, AND ASPIRE TO UPHOLD OUR RESPONSIBILITIES ACCORDING TO THEIR EXAMPLE. FOR MORE INFORMATION:
https://nacp.uconn.edu/land-acknowledgement/

SCC CHILDRENS MINISTRY PRESENTS

BiBLE OUEST

with Lois ¢ Mary
SUNDAYS

After the Children’s moment

October 11th
November 3th
December 20th

ROOM 106 IN THE EDUCATIONAL BUILDING

STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268 | 860.429.9382 | www.storrscongchurch.org

Ministers  All of the Congregation
Senior Minister ~ Rev. Diane Peterson Seaborn - diane@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 23
Director of Music Ministries  Dr. Patricia Snyder - trisha@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 26
Communications & Digital Ministry Specialist ~ Ellen Bradley - ellen@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 22
Visitation Minister ~ Pastor Mike Lake - mike@storrscongchurch.org | 785-760-4983
Office Administrator ~ Katie Bienvenue - sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 21
Sexton  Antonio Aguilera - antonio@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 21
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