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SCC Coffeehouse – September 29th 2024 

We had a very special coffeehouse gathering Sunday night at SCC. 
Wow! Our musicians included Mary and Rev. Mike Lake, Troy 
Curtis, Chris McLean, and Dudley Hamlin. There was a great 

audience turnout, including many members of the church, as well 
as family and fans of our musicians! We enjoyed music-making 

and memory-making! Special thanks go to our SCC musicians, as 
well as to Trisha for recruiting and coordinating performers, and 
several members of the church, including Jamie and Wes Lang-

Rodean, Jan and Don Castle, and Mike and Mary Lake, for setting 
up the Auditorium and equipment, setting out food and beverages, 

and for helping to clean up afterwards. These hands and many 
others made for a very special evening, full of many blessings. 

Thank you, one and all!   
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ON THE JOURNEY WITH PASTOR DIANE 
Ciao, Friends! 

As we welcome October, I am preparing to depart on October 5th for my professional 
pilgrimage and retreat in Assisi, Italy. I will return on October 18th. You have likely 
seen the blurb printed in recent bulletins and in the weekly Enews, describing a bit 
about the trip. Church, I am so grateful for the opportunity to attend, and I look 
forward to sharing some of my learning with you upon my return. There will also be 
information forthcoming around deacon and pastoral coverage during my absence. 

 

Also this month, we enter our Stewardship season. The theme is “IMAGINE.” I hope 
you will prayerfully imagine how God calls us into the future. You will be hearing 
soon from our Stewardship dream team, chair Bryan Klimkiewicz, Malta Bailey and 
Sue Irvine. Won’t you dream with us? 

 

Heritage Sunday arrives on October 27th, and is a much-loved tradition at SCC of 
honoring our 40 year+ members of the church! We will enjoy a rich worship service 
followed by an all-church luncheon on that Sunday. We certainly hope you will be 
able to join in-person or online! 

 

With blessings and gratitude, 

Diane 

 

DEACONS-ON-CALL 
While Diane is away, please know that you may contact one of our Deacons-On-Call 
with any Pastoral Care concerns. Please be in touch with one of our deacons as listed 
below: 

October 5th - 11th: Cass Crewdson: cass2ctmt@yahoo.com 

October 12th - 15th: Jamie Lang-Rodean:langrodeanje@gmail.com 

October 16th - 18th: Paul Schur: paul.m.schur@snet.net 

We will also have an emergency clergy on-call as needed.   

 

Offices are closed Monday October 14th in observance of  
Indigenous People’s Day/Columbus Day  

mailto:paul.m.schur@snet.net
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GOVERNING BOARD MEETING 
The next meetings of the Governing Board will be on Tuesday, 
October 15thth at 6:30pm in person in Room 201 in the Education 
Building and via Zoom. Everyone is welcome to attend! If you’d 
like to receive the Zoom meeting invite and materials packet (so 
you can follow along with the meeting), contact Kaite in the office.  

Please submit Ministry Reports and Items for Governing Board consideration via email 
to sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org prior to Monday October 7th.  

 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS NEEDED FOR THE FALL!  
We are still looking for Fellowship Hour Hosts for the Fall months. 
Can you help out with this essential, welcoming ministry? Click on 
the on-line form to sign up for a date. How about joining up with a 
friend or two, or even your committee, which would mean less 
work and more fun! Please let Rosemary know if you have any 

questions. sign up to host: marcellinoclan@yahoo.com or (860) 377-8851. Thanks, 
everyone! 

 

SCAM ALERT AND REMINDER! 
Unfortunately, scam e-mails are making the rounds again. We have had several 
reports of congregants receiving suspicious messages that purport to be from Pastor 
Diane or someone from the church.   

Please note that Pastor Diane or other SCC staff/leadership would never request 
money, favors, or ask you to purchase gift cards or take other similar actions for any 
reason. 

If in doubt about something you receive from SCC, do not respond. It's also a good 
idea to call the church office to inquire about it. 

 

HERITAGE SUNDAY LUNCHEON  
Save the Date! Sunday, October 27th 

Honoring our 40 year members and taking time to reflect on their 
contributions to our church family. 

Everyone is invited to the luncheon, following worship, in the 
auditorium.  Bring yourselves & your appetite.  Relax & Visit. 

  

Scan to RSVP for 
the Luncheon 

mailto:sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org
mailto:marcellinoclan@yahoo.com
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MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS 

Oktober Chormusik 

October 6 

Jan Castle, guest organist 

“Non nobis Domine” arr Byrd 

“Children of the Heavenly Father” arr. Forest 

October 13 

Indigenous Peoples Weekend 

Soloist: Emily Hoffman, Choral Scholar 

October 20 

“The Lamb” by Tavener 

“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” arr. Parker & Shaw 

October 27 

Heritage Sunday 

Reformation/Reconcilliation Sunday 

“Laudate Dominum” Solemn Vespers by Mozart 

“Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” by Friedell 

Organ Postlude for Hallowe’en… 

 

LUNCH AND LISTEN 
The next meeting of the Mental Health Ministry Lunch and Listen group will be: 

Friday, Nov. 8th at 12:15 at the  

Fenton River Grill, 135 Storrs Rd, Mansfield 

Information will be shared about how foods 
affect mental health and then each person 
will have a chance to share. 

Please contact Kathy Lindner to confirm you 
will come by 9/15 so we can reserve the tables. 
201 723 0458. 
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BUILDING & GROUNDS PROJECTS  

Chapel Roof 

In recent years, the giant oak tree near the office area has come to tower over the slate 
roof of the Chapel. Because of it, a good portion of the roof stays shaded and damp 
which encouraged the growth of mildew, mold and moss. If allowed to grow 
unchecked, the moss can grow into the cracks in the slates causing them to become 
brittle and crack. This is the third time in nine years that Bob Berube and Duffy 
Brookes have the cleared the roof and then lightly bleached the slates to kill any 
remaining growth. The pictures show the remarkable improvement in appearance of 
the slates once the job is finished. Of course, a possible solution to the problem is to 
have the oak tree cut down. However, the shade provided by this tree for the 
pedestrian path and play area would be a significant loss. With due diligence, both the 
tree and roof will last for the foreseeable future. 
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Fall Work Day 

Spring and fall each year is a time when an invite goes out to members to volunteer a 
few hours to work on a project to help improve our facilities.  Saturday, October 19 
will be the primary day for organizing groups or individuals with Sunday, October 20 
for any additional time, if necessary.  The success of these endeavors depends entirely 
on individuals selecting something to work on with advanced notice to ensure 
materials are available.  The following are potential opportunities: 

• Power washing and sealing slate landings in several different areas. 

• Painting areas on the 195 side of the Education Wing. 

• Re-arranging and relocating materials in the Groom’s Room and Deacon’s 
Kitchen in the Meeting House. 

• Clearing brush clippings and “junk” from various areas on our property. 

• Painting the “fish” railings that are along the walkway to the lower lawn. 

• Weeding in several of our gardens. 

• Weeding and raking the Play Area. 

• Washing windows outside the Parish Lounge and in the elevator hallway. 

• Painting the bollards in the Meeting House parking lot. 

• Spreading loam and seeding areas along the asphalt walkway. 

If any of the above projects are of interest to you, please contact Duffy Brookes at 
(860)872-4477 or email thebrookes@aol.com to arrange a time or for further 
information. 

 

Parking Lot Improvements 

Last week Duffy Brookes, Katie Duval, Pastor Diane, and Dr. Raafat Elfouley, Director 
of the Islamic Center of UConn (ICUC), met with University Staff to discuss some of 
the parking challenges.   

You will notice some new changes taking effect.  There will be striping done to clarify 
where people cannot park, there will be speed bumps installed to slow cars coming 
around the corner, and UConn is allowing the Islamic Center to utilize the grass for 
overflow parking during their service as well as their Thursday night events.   

So far, parking violations have been minimal and students have been responding well 
to the notices put on their cars. 
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RESPIRATORY ILLNESS REMINDER: 
As season of fall arrives, so does the season of respiratory 
illnesses. There has been an increase of Covid cases; and flu 
and RSV are also concerns. We would like to remind our 
church community that preventative measures are still 
beneficial, especially for the elderly or immunocompromised. 

These proven public health strategies continue to work 
against new variants of Covid as well as other respiratory 
illnesses making their rounds:  

• Get vaccinated  

• Choose outdoor activities over indoor activities whenever possible 

• Wash your hands often 

• Avoid close contact with others 

• Wear a mask in public places 

• Stay home if you're sick or have symptoms of illness, especially COVID-19 

Covid vaccine: The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends 
everyone 6 months and older get updated COVID-19 vaccines this fall.  A booster for 
the latest strains are available now. According the CDC, vaccination remains the best 
protection against COVID-19-related hospitalization and death. 

Let's help each other stay healthy as we head into fall and winter. 

UNTIL HELP ARRIVES TRAINING 
October 29th 9-8:30 

Have you ever wondered how you would react in a medical emergency? This training is 
being offered at no cost to us in our very own Parish House Lounge to make it easy to 
attend.  Topics include compression only CPR, calling 911, AED basics, and how to stop 
bleeding.  Please sign up in the link provided in the online newsletter or email Linda 
Blum so that we can estimate attendance and allow for enough hands-on practice 
manikins and supplies. Even if you don’t sign up, if it turns out you can come at the last 
minute, feel free to attend.  This is a non-certification class geared toward the general 
public and does not meet requirements for workplace certification.   

Our skilled trainers are Brian Clinton, Associate Professor and Chair of the Nursing and 
Allied Health Department at CT State Quinebaug, American Heart Association BLS 
Trainer, former EMT-Basic and Medical Assistant, and doctorate in Public Health, 
along with Cecile Serazo, BSN, Community Health and Wellness Coordinator, Eastern 
Highlands Health District.  For questions, contact Linda Blum lblum0598@charter.net. 

This class provides basic yet critical key actions that can help you sustain a life until 
EMS arrives. You might just be the one to save a life. Please RSVP! 
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SCC BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
THE COLOR OF WATER: A BLACK MAN’S TRIBUTE TO HIS WHITE MOTHER by 
James McBride is the book for discussion November 17 in person 
and via Zoom. 

According to Kirkus Review, THE COLOR OF WATER is “an 
eloquent narrative in which a young Black man searches for his 
roots against the wishes of his mother”. As a child, McBride 
becomes aware of others around him and wonders why he looks 
different from his mother, Ruth.  She is a Jewish Polish 
immigrant who marries a Black man, converts to Christianity 
and raises eleven children. Both James and his mother spend 
much of their lives feeling that they do not belong to their 
communities. The book explores the themes of racial identity, 
family and self-discovery. 

Availability: SCC Library, Library Connection, Local Libraries, Auto and E-book 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Have you considered learning more on the meaning of a 
"Just Peace" church? The SCC congregation many years 
ago voted to become a Just Peace church. Since that time 
various study and action groups have been formed in areas 
of concern. If you are looking for more basic information 
on the Just Peace concept, this book is recommended to 
you. In fact, it is on the shelf waiting for you - unless - 
someone is reading it now. You can leave your name 
indicating your interest in the book with one of the 
librarians. See you in the library.  
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SCC STEWARDSHIP 

 
 
 
 
 

Now to God who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 
than all we can ask or imagine… 

Ephesians 3:20 

Dear Beloved, 

With God’s Spirit at work within us, God can accomplish so much more than we can possibly 
imagine.  

In this Stewardship Season, will you prayerfully consider making, renewing, or increasing a 
pledge to God’s mission at Storrs Congregational Church? And together, see what God can 
do? 

Together, you imagined a small closet of non-perishables being transformed. Now, the SCC 
Food Pantry serves an average of  355 visitors per month, with numbers growing. 

Together, you imagined renewed hospitality to one and all. Now, returning members and 
newcomers alike feel warmly welcomed and engaged in service, with new faces joining SCC. We 
continue to deepen our welcoming accessibility to all. 

Together, you imagined places and partners for spiritual connection and growth. Now, we have 
a regularly staffed Family Room~ and growing participation in “Seniors Connect” zoom, 
C.A.F.E. Storrs, Mental Health conversations, book discussion groups, adult fellowship 
gatherings, and more!  

Together, we will prayerfully imagine God’s vision for SCC, as we enter our SCC Visioning 
Process in January 2025.  

By God’s power at work within us, God is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we 
can ask for or imagine. In this season, may we together be prayerful, imaginative, and 
generous.  

In faith and gratitude, 
Pastor Diane 
 
Rev. Diane Peterson Seaborn  
Stewardship Team members: Bryan Klimkiewicz (Chair), Malta Bailey and Sue Irvine 
 

 
Storrs Congregational Church, UCC Mission: 

“We share in God’s love by growing in faith, courageously seeking justice, 
and generously caring for all people.” 

 
 
 

2 North Eagleville Road, Storrs Mansfield, Connecticut 06268      860.429.9382      www.storrscongchurch.org 
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2024 Pledges 

Will you prayerfully make, renew, or increase your 
pledge to God’s mission at Storrs Congregational Church? 

Together, let us imagine what God can do. 

 

Level of Giving Number of 2024 Pledges 

$6001- $15,000+ 11 

$4001-$6000 5 
$2501-$4000 17 
$1501-$2500 15 
$501-$1500 18 
$201-$500 8 
$50-$200 4 

Total 74 

 

PRAYER SHAWL  
This Thursday, Oct. 3rd we will convene our Prayer Shawl gathering at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Library and on Zoom.  I hope you will be able to join us, but if not, there is another 
opportunity to do so on Oct. 31st, same time, same place. 

As you keep knitting, please remember that we will not meet as a group after the Oct. 
dates, until Jan. 2025. But there is still a need for shawls, so when you finish one it may 
be left at the SCC office at any time.  There are still some skeins of yarn available if you 
should need more.  Just let me know or leave a message with Katie in the Office. 

There is also a need for prayer squares as many have been used this Fall in our Welcome 
Bags for new visitors.  If you wish to add to our dwindling supply, please do so.  I can 
send you directions if you are interested.  

Peace to all, Sue  

Habitat for Humanity 

Our church recently gifted a Prayer 
Shawl to the Habitat for Humanity 
Home Dedication that was held in 
Willimantic on September 18th. We are 
told by Habitat for Humanity that "the 
dedication was a wonderful success, and 
the family felt honored and loved by the 
ceremony and received their gifts with 
awe. The shawl was stunning and made a big impression on them." It is a joy to spread 
welcome and happiness to others! 
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 “SENIORS CONNECT!”  
 

Will NOT meet over Zoom on Thursday, October 10th due to Rev. Diane’s Absence.  

See you on Zoom on November 14th at 11am! 

Zoom in with Rev. Diane for this monthly 
online gathering! Open to SCC ‘seniors’ and 
any who wish to connect online. Next 
month we will return to meeting via Zoom 
the second Thursday of the month from 11 
am-12 pm.  

 
 

 

THE S.T.A.A.R PROGRAM 
On Monday and Thursday mornings we have students that come visit us from the 
S.T.A.A.R program. They help Antonio out by cleaning in the Parish House and the 
Meeting House.  The program helps the students to develop daily living skills, 
employability skills, and community participation and its run out of E.O. Smith High 
School. 

 
S.T.A.A.R mission statement: 

“Our mission is to provide opportunities for 18-21-year-old students to continue their 
learning, refine vocational pursuits, and enhance social relationships in the settings 

utilized by their college-aged peers.  The collaboration with the University of 
Connecticut creates  opportunities for students to be involved with college peers who 

have a vested interest in working with individuals with a range of disabilities.  
Outcomes will include knowledge, skills, and friendships beneficial to their transition 

to the adult world.” 
 

Visit https://staarprogram.weebly.com/ for more information.  

https://staarprogram.weebly.com/
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OUTREACH MINISTRIES NEWS 
Mental Health Mi nistry Lunch & Learn Ga theri ng  

As the calendar and season changes to autumn, so too does the focus of Outreach. On 
October 6 we will be having one of the 4 special offerings of the year- Neighbors in 
Need. In 2024, the Neighbors in Need theme is “Mental Health Justice For All!” 
Through the SNEUCC conference, the donations to Neighbors in Need will be 
distributed locally.  

A just world for all is a world where the human rights and well-being of people with 
mental health challenges are respected, no matter who you are or where you are in 
life’s mental health journey. (UCC) 

In November and December, we will be supporting the efforts of WAIM with the 
Walk for Warmth and Christmas Bazaar proceeds also going to WAIM, along with 
Toys for Tots and other activities. Stay tuned for more information. 

Thank you to all who helped with Celebrate Mansfield 

Food Pantry Requests 

For the month of October, the pantry requests cleaning supplies to be donated. 

Looking for a pantry volunteer to work from home.  All you need is a phone and 
email.  Duties: schedule volunteers.  It should be a relatively easy job since we have 
such a great group of workers.  Interested? call or email Jan Hoyle. (860-576-0582 
janishoy25@aol.com) 

Is there an organization or cause that you know of that may be in need of assistance? 
Let us know about it and we can reach out to them. 

Food Pantry Highlights 

Thanks to Price Chopper patrons for donating $10 for a bag of food to be given to a 
pantry. Our pantry received 122 bags each containing peanut butter, chicken noodle 
soup, a can of tuna, a can of white meat chicken, pasta, and a can of kidney beans. 
What a help!!  

Four pairs of size 10 shoes arrived at the pantry and all were distributed to young men. 

Did you know that Gail Kaponos picks up leftover food from the three Mansfield 
schools every Friday and takes it to Covenant Soup Kitchen?  This is part of a "Waste 
Less" emphasis for the Town of Mansfield. 

Spotlight on the Volunteer of the Month 

Ray and Jane Joesten are in the spotlight this month. The Joestens have been long time 
members of SCC, and they have participated on many boards and committees and 
volunteer activities and are both part of the deaconate. 
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Ray is amazing! He has been the chair for Diane’s search committee, past chair of the 
Governing Board and has served on many other boards and committees.  

He is currently involved in the pantry by taking pantry registrations and statistics, he 
and Jane weekly pick up food from Cumberland Farms in Coventry and Big Y in Tolland 
and Midwest Food Bank in Manchester once a month. He and Jane spent hours of hard 
work transporting hundreds of pounds of food and household goods from Hilltop 
Apartments to the food pantry at the end of the UConn spring semester last year. 

Both in charge of Thanksgiving food organization and distribution 

They spend endless hours in the pantry and working behind the scenes to make it run 
smoothly. 

Ray is in charge of transportation needs and quietly takes many people to doctor’s 
appointments, etc.  (If you are interested in helping out in this area let Ray know). In 
2023 he spent 75 hours driving a total of 964 miles on 33 trips. 

He also shares his musical talent by sharing his guitar with the rest of us when we have 
had sing-a-longs. 

Jane seems to have tireless energy and always is positive and upbeat. Along with the 
many things she does with Ray, she also has a list of accomplishments. 

She has been in charge of pantry for several years; currently does all retail purchases 
and in charge of inventory, and many other parts of the operation 

She orders flowers and poinsettias for the spring plant sale and the Christmas Bazaar. 

Jane, with many others worked on the refugee resettlement for two different families 

She participated in WALK for HUNGER in May. 

Jane always quietly volunteers for many activities and responsibilities around the 
church. 

Storrs Congregational church is blessed beyond measurement for these two 
outstanding individuals. 

If there is a special person you would like to highlight, please let either Jan Hoyle or Carolyn 
Holmy know. 

Next meeting of the Food Pantry Advisory Board 

October 2, 2024, 2:15 PM in the SCC Library. The Pantry Advisory Board, which meets 
at 2:15 on the fourth Monday, is in the process of evaluating our ministry and is writing 
a mission statement.  You are always welcome to attend and give input. 
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Toys for Tots 
This year we will again be collecting 
toys under the program Toys for 
Tots.  If you would like to help out by 
purchasing a child’s toy, it can be 
placed in the collection box in the entryway near the coat rack outside Katie’s office.   

The box will be available in November and through December 5th.    

The toys will then go to Megan’s Place, an area inside The Windham Area Interfaith 
Ministries, also known as W.A.I.M.   The recommended spending amount for a child’s 
main toy is $20 per toy, and use your imagination, or for ideas popular toys include 
baby dolls, big trucks, fashion dolls, Legos, nail and hair accessories, and jewelry 
making kits.  Parents who register will be able to pick a toy for each of their children 
from WAIM.  Families who use our food pantry can get additional information at the 
food pantry. 

If you would like to add a toy to your shopping list, please drop off you’re new and 
unwrapped toy to the box by December 5th.  Your help will be greatly appreciated by 
families who cannot afford holiday gifts for their children this year.  Thank you in 
advance.  Last year we collected 42 toys.  For questions you may speak to Janis Hoyle, 
Carolyn Holmy or Linda Blum lblum0598@charter.net  

WAIM 

Walk for Warmth 

This year’s event will take place at First 
Congregational Church in Willimantic, CT, 
on Saturday November 24th! Registration 
begins at 12:30pm, Interfaith service starts 
at 1:30pm. Walk for Warmth starts at 
2:30pm followed by refreshments! Please 
plan to support this event! If you wish to 
form a team, please contact Carolyn Holmy 
or Jan Hoyle. 

WAIM Work Day  

Saturday, October 5, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon at WAIM, 866 Main Street, Willimantic 

Come volunteer at the Windham Area Interfaith Ministry, better known as WAIM. As 
one of the 39 faith communities who are members of WAIM, we commit to sending a 
group of volunteers twice a year on a Saturday morning and to assist the organization 
monetarily. There are numerous tasks that need to be done—many of which don’t 
involve heavy lifting.  

Come and bring your friends and family! It's much more fun with a group. The 
address is 866 Main Street, Willimantic. Plan to arrive around 9:00 a.m. If you cannot 

mailto:lblum0598@charter.net
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find street parking, public parking is available across Main Street and one block down 
on Walnut Street. When you enter WAIM, sign in at the desk. 

Questions? Please contact  joshuamilleruconn94@gmail.com. Thank you in advance 
for your support of this vital local neighborhood ministry! 

Calendar of Events- Fall/Winter 2024 

 Walk for Warmth- Sunday, November 24th, 12:30-4pm, First Congregational Church 
of Willimantic, 199 Valley Street, Willimantic, CT, https://waimct.org/walk-for-
warmth/   

 WAIM Flea Market: Saturday December 7th 8am-12pm, WAIM’s 5th floor, antiques 
and treasures to purchase! Reasonable offers accepted! 

 Adopt-A-Family Holiday Program- Registration for donor applications start in 
November! For the holidays, local social service agencies and Windham area schools 
send WAIM referrals for families of limited income who are often experiencing a 
crisis.  In short, it is impossible for them to provide a holiday meal or gifts for their 
children.  We match families with donors who wish to “adopt” them.  Application 
and guidelines will be available online, check out WAIM’s website at 
www.waimct.org/adopt-a-family 

 Gifts for Teens- Tues. December 3rd, Thurs. December 5th, Friday December 6th 
and Sat. December 7th, 9am-12pm is the only holiday program in our community 
for teenagers ages 13-18 years old. WAIM provides a $40 gift certificate to eligible 
families for the purchase of a holiday gift for their teens. Donation deadline is last 
week in November. If you would like to donate to this program, please send a check 
to WAIM at P.O. Box 221, Willimantic, CT 06226. Include a note on your donation 
indicating it is for the Gifts for Teens program. https://waimct.org/gifts-for-teens/   

 For Kids Only- Saturday, December 14th, 9-12pm is a unique WAIM program where 
children between the ages of 5-12 visit “Santa’s Workshop” to pick out a holiday gift 
for their parents or guardian that they live with. We accept donations of your new 
or very gently used treasures to share with these children beginning in November 
until December 14, 2024. Please indicate on your donated gifts that they are for the 
for Kids Only program. https://waimct.org/for-kids-only/  

 The Toys for Tots Program starts Monday, November 25th, 9am-7pm WAIM is 
hosting the Toys for Tots program on the 4th floor in memory of Megan Van Dyke 
and is sponsored by the Vandyke Cordona Family and the US Marine Corp. You can 
contact coordinator Gail Wernikoff (860-751-2140) for any questions regarding this 
lovely program. Last year it served approximately 12,000 children! Please also see 
the website for further info. https://windham-county-ct.toysfortots.org/local-
coordinator-sites/lco-
sites/default.aspx?nPageID=0&nPreviewInd=0&nRedirectInd=3   

For more information about how to participate in our wonderful holiday 
programming, please contact Kristin Fortier at WAIM 456-7270  x105 or by email 
volunteeradmin@waimct.org   

mailto:joshuamilleruconn94@gmail.com
https://waimct.org/walk-for-warmth/
https://waimct.org/walk-for-warmth/
http://www.waimct.org/adopt-a-family
https://waimct.org/gifts-for-teens/
https://waimct.org/for-kids-only/
https://windham-county-ct.toysfortots.org/local-coordinator-sites/lco-sites/default.aspx?nPageID=0&nPreviewInd=0&nRedirectInd=3
https://windham-county-ct.toysfortots.org/local-coordinator-sites/lco-sites/default.aspx?nPageID=0&nPreviewInd=0&nRedirectInd=3
https://windham-county-ct.toysfortots.org/local-coordinator-sites/lco-sites/default.aspx?nPageID=0&nPreviewInd=0&nRedirectInd=3
mailto:volunteeradmin@waimct.org
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REFLECTION 
A Reflection for October                                                   Ellen Bradley 

Did you ever throw away things in a different trash container so people won’t know it 
is yours?  Many years ago, I had a large bucket of candies in my office at work.  I 
remember mindlessly eating them during a stressful assignment, until the end of my 
work day arrived and I looked down into my trash and it was filled with candy wrappers!  
What would the janitor think of me when she emptied my trash, seeing that many 
candy wrappers?   I scooped them out and put some in the bathroom trash and some in 
the break room trash, leaving a respectable few in my own trash bucket.  

I was trying to hide my overindulgence, lest I be judged.  

Judgement is not always a bad thing.  As human beings, we have to make judgements 
throughout our lives.  Should I go on this trip?   Should I take this job? Should I adopt 
this dog/cat? (yes, always!)  Making judgements based on the knowledge we are able to 
gain from researching a situation beforehand is a good thing.  “Use your own 
judgement,” my mother would always say when asked to help us make a decision.  

 But, what about judgement of other people?  Many times, as much as I try not to, I’m 
sure I slip into judgement of others, too, even subconsciously.   Seeing a shriveled dead 
philodendron plant, my first thought might be, how can someone possibly kill a hardy 
plant like that?  Turns out they were away from home for a long time helping a sick 
relative.   Or, when seeing an unkempt lawn, I might wonder how can someone let their 
grass grow so long.  Then finding out they were recovering from an injury and could 
not do it.  And, the janitor wouldn’t have known I was trying to meet an important 
deadline when I ate all those candies out of stress.   It’s worth keeping in mind that 
there’s usually a different perspective attached to a situation we are tempted to judge, 
which might not be immediately obvious. 

With so many much larger controversial topics facing our world today, there seems to 
be no end to judgement.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the diverse inhabitants of our 
earth could be more tolerant of others’ differences in religion, politics, and lifestyles, 
and refrain from the labels of good, bad, right, or wrong or believing that there is only 
one way to do things or one correct belief system?   Let us continue to do our part to 
build a culture in which judging is diminished, and kindness, perspective-taking, and 
understanding are given plentiful grounds to grow.       
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE HAPPENINGS 
 

Anniversary Celebrations 

Dana & Lisa Gregus...................... 10/16 Bryan & Julie Klimkiewicz ........... 10/19 
 

Birthday Celebrations 

Elizabeth Lake ................................. 10/1 
Chris McLean .................................. 10/1 
Jackie Soroka ................................... 10/2 
Nate Holmy ..................................... 10/2 
Katrina Heffley ................................ 10/2 
Erin Ballou ....................................... 10/5 
Cheryl Roy ........................................ 10/6 
Laura Sagin ...................................... 10/7 
Eric Jordan........................................ 10/7 
Herb Ridyard ................................. 10/12 
Brock Silliman ............................... 10/14 
Gerry Duval .................................... 10/14 
Emily Duval ................................... 10/15 
Hayley Gilbert ................................ 10/15 
Laura Blum .................................... 10/16 

Barbara Nagy ................................. 10/17 
Bob Wyss ........................................ 10/18 
Lia Kapinos .................................... 10/18 
Sue Schur ........................................ 10/19 
Ward Ewalt.................................... 10/19 
Emerson Ballou ............................. 10/23 
Marietta Johnson .......................... 10/27 
Cass Crewdson .............................. 10/28 
Scotty Duval .................................. 10/29 
Richie Kremer ................................ 10/30 
Trisha Snyder ................................ 10/30 
Joan Keller ....................................... 10/31 
Ronald Schurin .............................. 10/31 

 

Prayers for Peace in a Hurting World 

We offer prayers for all who seek safe harbors in war-torn places. We hold in tender 
prayer all those whose dedicated military service aspires to bring peace to a hurting 
world. 

 Matt Allen, submitted by Pam & Dick Roberts 

 Joseph Tanaka 

 Joshua & Dakota Conner, submitted by Charlene Dickenson 

 Daniel Felkel, submitted by Cindy Felkel 

To request a prayer or to have a name added to this list and/or provide an update, please 
contact Pastor Diane at diane@storrscongchurch.org. 

  

mailto:diane@storrscongchurch.org
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 
Here is the list of people who’d appreciate cards, letters and/or phone calls: 

Rev. Michael Ader, Jane Ann Bobbitt, Charlene Dickenson, Bob Guttay, Juanita Hall, 
Kathy Hampton, Elizabeth Hanks, Larry Mickel, Pat Mochel, 
Leslie Kennard & Doug Pease, Dianne Sprague, Annemarie 
Thompson, Adam Thorson 

Need contact information? Please call the office ♥ 

GATHERINGS @ SCC 
Mondays  

Service Sewing 9:30 am (Rm 207) 
Food Pantry Open, 12:00 pm (Rm 102) 

Tuesdays  

Library Open, 9:30 am (Library) 

Wednesdays  

Parish Piecers, 10:00 am (Ed. Bldg. 2nd 
Floor) 

C.A.F.E. Storrs, 10:30 am (Library & 
Zoom) 

Thursdays  

Food Pantry Open, 2:30 pm (Rm 102) 

Handbells 6:30 (Meeting House) 

Choir 7:30 (Meeting House) 

Sundays  

Food Pantry Open, 11:00 am (Rm 102) 
Library Open, 11:00 am (Library) 

MEETINGS @ SCC 
Oct 03  1st Thursday Book Club 1pm (Library) 

Oct 08  Midwest Food Bank Delivery, 11:00 am 

Oct 08  PEO Chapter S, 10am (lounge) 

Oct 15  Governing Board Meeting, 6:30 pm (Room 201 & Zoom) 

Oct 28  Food Pantry Advisory Board Meeting, 2:15 pm (Library) 

STUDENT OUTREACH 
Sundays Student Breakfast (Auditorium) 8:45am 

Oct 3  Fire & Fun (Courtyard) 7:30-9:30pm 
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GROUPS MEETING @ SCC 
Ballroom Dance (Auditorium): 

Monday 7:00-11:00pm 

Lego Robotics (201 & 207):  

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & 
Friday 5:00-8:00pm 

UConn Dance Co. (Auditorium): 

Tuesday 4:30-6:30pm,  
Thursday 4:30-8:30pm 

University Ballet Co. (Auditorium): 

Sunday 5:00-7:00pm, 
Wednesday 6:30-8:30pm 

Table Tennis Club (Auditorium): 

Wednesday 2:30-6:30pm,  
Friday 4:00-8:00pm,  
Sat 11:30-3:30pm 

Consonare (Auditorium): 

Sunday 2:30-5:00pm 

Speaker Meeting (Auditorium): 

Sunday 7:30-8:30 
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