




	
  
If the ax is dull, 

And one does not sharpen the edge, 
Then he must use more strength; 

But wisdom brings success. 
 

Ecclesiastes 10:10 
	
  
	
  





“It is not the critic who counts; not the 
man who points out how the strong man 
stumbles, or where the doer of deeds 

could have done them better. The credit 
belongs to the man who is actually in the 
arena, whose face is marred by dust and 
sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; 
who errs, who comes short again and 

again, because there is no effort 
without error and shortcoming; but who 

does actually strive to do the deeds; 
who knows great enthusiasms, the great 

devotions; who spends himself in a 
worthy cause;  

	
  	
  
	
  



 
who at the best knows in the end the 
triumph of high achievement, and who 
at the worst, if he fails, at least fails 
while daring greatly, so that his place 

shall never be with those cold and 
timid souls who neither know victory 

nor defeat.” 
 

Teddy Roosevelt	
  



Signs of Advancing Dullness 
•  A tendency towards superficiality 
•   Unresolved tension in key relationships 
•   No longer having time for celebration 

and ritual 
•   A loss of gratitude 
•   A vague, chronic sense of guilt 
•  Failure to take risks 



I went by the field of the lazy man, 
And by the vineyard of the man devoid of 

understanding; 31 And there it was, all 
overgrown with thorns; Its surface was 
covered with nettles; Its stone wall was 

broken down. 32 When I saw it, I 
considered it well; I looked on it and received 
instruction: 33 A little sleep, a little slumber, a 

little folding of the hands to rest. 
 

Proverbs 24:30-33 
 

	
  


