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"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated
me first. 1° If you belonged to the world, it
would love you as its own. As it is, you do not

belong to the world, but I have chosen you out

of the world. That is why the world hates

you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is
not greater than his master.' If they persecuted
me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed

my teaching, they will obey yours also.2! They
will treat you this way because of my name, for

they do not know the one who sent me.

John 15:18-21



You, however, know all about my teaching, my
way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love,
endurance, !! persecutions, sufferings—what

kinds of things happened to me in

Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions
T endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all

of them. 12 In fact, everyone who wants to
live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted.

2 Timothy 3:10-12



HOW DID THE APOSTLES DIE?




"The reason Christianity succeeded over dozens
of other religions was because Christians died
better than anybody.”

Rodney Stark



Ihe more you mow us down.
the more NUMerous We grow:
the blood of Christians is seed

fertutlion
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China city offers cash for information in religion
crackdown

Published March 29, 2019

Associated Press

FILE - In this Saturday, March 31, 2018, file photo, Chinese Bishop Joseph Li Shan, center, walks down the
aisle during a Holy Saturday Mass on the evening before Easter at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, a government-sanctioned Catholic church in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)

A southem Chinese city is offering cash rewards for information about "illegal religious groups® as the ruling



“There are bloody persecutions, like being torn to pieces
by wild beasts to the delight of the audience in the
stands or being blown up by a bomb at the end of
Mass and there are 'velvet-gloved' persecutions that
are ‘cloaked in politeness’: the ones that marginalize
you, tfake your job away if you fail to adapt to laws
that go against God the Creator.. There is another
persecution which is not much spoken about, a
persecution camouflaged by culture, by modernity, by
progress in disquise: It is a persecution I would
ironically describe as polite. It's when someone is
persecuted for wanting to manifest the values of the
Gospel: It's persecution against God the Creator in
the person of his children!”

Pope Francis
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No Matter Where You Are,
Relighous Freedom Is

Getting Worse

From DC to Mecen,
Should “Human Dignity”
Be the New “Religious
Freedom™
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No Matter Where You Are,
Religious Freedom Is Getting
Worse

A Gecade of analysis from Pew detals what global faith leaders aready know: From Ohing to
Europe, from the Madie East 10 the US, persacution is chimbing




Army chaplain faces same-sex discrimination
claim; lawyer says he was following Army
guidance

By: Kyle Rempfer
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An Ay chaplan delvers a sermon 10 soldiers durng an Easter senvice. A chaplan who was serving at Fort Bragg, North
Caroling, is respondng 1o an nivestigator's finding of dscrmination after the chapian said he coukin't include a same-sex
couple on a marriage retreat because of his endorsing church's rues. (Wilkam B. King/Army)
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Grad School: No Christians Need Apply
Posted By Aad Dreher On Jasuary 6, 2016 @ 12:25 pm In | 136 Commanty
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Universities Keep Kicking
Christian Groups Off
Campus In Violation Of

Their Rights

College administrators keep throwing Christian groups off campuses in violation
of their rights, sending a chilling message to the rest of us.

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, a student group, was recently kicked off the
Michigan-based Wayne State University’s campus, solely for asking it be allowed to
choose leaders who share its faith. Until this trouble with the school, the student
group had been on campus for over 75 years. Incidents like this have been
occurring on college campuses recently at an alarming rate.

Late yesterday afternoon, just two days after InterVarsity asked a federal court to
protect its right to choose leaders who affirm its faith, Wayne did an about-turn
and decided to allow them back on campus — at least temporarily. Still, issues like
this are not just a violation of free speech — they send a disturbing, overt message
to the rest of us about what's ahead for the public square.
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"T expect to die in bed, my successor will die in
prison and his successor will die a martyr in
the public square.”

Cardinal Francis George
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Pence tells graduating Christians to be
ready for attacks on their faith




“The immunity to persecution that Christians in
our country have experienced in the past two
or three centuries is unusual. Christ strongly

warned Christians that to follow Him would
not be popular, and that in most
circumstances it would mean cross-bearing
and persecution.”

Billy Graham



Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. 1! "Blessed are you when people insult
you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be
glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for
in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.

Matthew 5:10-11



"Why are Christians continuing to treat this faith
as if it is a poorly producing side business in the
middle of a hugely prosperous life? Why are
Christians abandoning their church families and
teaching the same to their children, in favor of
temporary sports and school activities. Why are
Christians refusing to teach their children the
hard truths of Scripture, and why are they
reluctant to learn them themselves? Why are
Christians satisfied with a faith that only
vaguely informs their decisions, that only mildly
affects their thinking, that only produces warm
feelings and never heart-crushing, soul-
wrenching grief over their sin?



Could the answer lie in the fact that though
they have assented to facts concerning an
historical person by the name Jesus Christ,
He has never truly become to them a living,

present person to whom they have sworn
allegiance?”

Melissa Edgington



Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one
deceives you. ® For many will come in my name,
claiming, 'T am the Messiah, and will deceive
many. ® You will hear of wars and rumors of
wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed.
Such things must happen, but the end is still
to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. There will be
famines and earthquakes in various
places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth
pains.



? "Then you will be handed over to be
persecuted and put to death, and you will be
hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that
time many will turn away from the faith and
will betray and hate each other, ! and many
false prophets will appear and deceive many
people. 12 Because of the increase of
wickedness, the love of most will grow
cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to the
end will be saved.

Matthew 24:4-13
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Ehe New {Jork Times

As China Cracks Down on
Churches, Christians Declare
‘We Will Not Forfeit Our Faith’



Christian Flight Surgeon Says Air Force
Punished Him Over Biblical Beliefs on
Sexuality
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