


“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated 
me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it 
would love you as its own. As it is, you do not 

belong to the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world. That is why the world hates 

you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is 
not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted 
me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed 

my teaching, they will obey yours also.21 They 
will treat you this way because of my name, for 

they do not know the one who sent me.  
 

John 15:18-21 
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You, however, know all about my teaching, my 
way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, 
endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what 

kinds of things happened to me in 
Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions 
I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all 
of them. 12 In fact, everyone who wants to 

live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted. 

 
2 Timothy 3:10-12 

!!
!





“The reason Christianity succeeded over dozens 
of other religions was because Christians died 

better than anybody.” 
 

Rodney Stark  









“There are bloody persecutions, like being torn to pieces 
by wild beasts to the delight of the audience in the 
stands or being blown up by a bomb at the end of 

Mass and there are ‘velvet-gloved’ persecutions that 
are ‘cloaked in politeness’: the ones that marginalize 
you, take your job away if you fail to adapt to laws 
that go against God the Creator… There is another 

persecution which is not much spoken about, a 
persecution camouflaged by culture, by  modernity, by 

progress in disguise: It is a persecution I would 
ironically describe as polite. It’s when someone is 

persecuted for wanting to manifest the values of the 
Gospel: It’s persecution against God the Creator in 

the person of his children!” 
 

Pope Francis  
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“I expect to die in bed, my successor will die in 
prison and his successor will die a martyr in 

the public square.”  
 

Cardinal Francis George 





“The immunity to persecution that Christians in 
our country have experienced in the past two 
or three centuries is unusual. Christ strongly 
warned Christians that to follow Him would 

not be popular, and that in most 
circumstances it would mean cross-bearing 

and persecution.” 
 

Billy Graham 
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Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult 
you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 

against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be 
glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for 
in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you. 
 

Matthew 5:10-11 
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“Why are Christians continuing to treat this faith 
as if it is a poorly producing side business in the 

middle of a hugely prosperous life? Why are 
Christians abandoning their church families and 
teaching the same to their children, in favor of 
temporary sports and school activities. Why are 
Christians refusing to teach their children the 

hard truths of Scripture, and why are they 
reluctant to learn them themselves? Why are 

Christians satisfied with a faith that only 
vaguely informs their decisions, that only mildly 
affects their thinking, that only produces warm 

feelings and never heart-crushing, soul-
wrenching grief over their sin?  



Could the answer lie in the fact that though 
they have assented to facts concerning an 
historical person by the name Jesus Christ, 
He has never truly become to them a living, 
present person to whom they have sworn 

allegiance?” 
 

Melissa Edgington  



Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one 
deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, 
claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive 
many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of 
wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. 
Such things must happen, but the end is still 
to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
famines and earthquakes in various 

places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth 
pains. 
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9 “Then you will be handed over to be 
persecuted and put to death, and you will be 

hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that 
time many will turn away from the faith and 
will betray and hate each other, 11 and many 
false prophets will appear and deceive many 

people. 12 Because of the increase of 
wickedness, the love of most will grow 

cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to the 
end will be saved. 

 
Matthew 24:4-13 
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