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Being a shelter dog is not easy. It's a scary, boring,
and often sad life. Here at Ramona Humane
Society, we look for ways to make the life of our
shelter animals easier by having volunteers sign up
to take dogs out of the shelter on special outings.
Whether to the beach, a park, a hike, taking dogs
away from the shelter gives our volunteers a much
more accurate picture of each dog's behaviors and
personality. Volunteers take photos of the dogs
doing activities that would be impossible at the
shelter. These fun days occasionally turn in to
sleepovers at the volunteer's home. All these
activities enrich the lives of these homeless
animals. But more importantly, they help us gather
information about the dog--such as how they may
behave when not surrounded by shelter stress.
Volunteers complete "report cards” (example on
L next page) when returning the dog to the shelter.
"W The information helps us learn how the dog may

~ behave in a new home. At times, we learn if the dog
gets along with other types of pets. Long-term dogs
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