
Arrests solely on marijuana charges in criminal court dropped 99 percent
between 2008 and 2020 driven by the passage of three marijuana-related
ordinances by the City Council in 2010, 2016, and 2019. There were only 22
such arrests in 2020. On average, 80 percent of these arrests involved a black
male being arrested, a trend which has held steady despite the falling arrest
totals.
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Table 1 - Criminal Court Arrests for Only Marijuana, 2008-2020

Arrests in municipal court for marijuana offenses under state violations fell dramatically following the passage of the initial
ordinance in 2010. There was a large increase in city violation charges (which were likely summonses) in late 2016 which
peaked in 2019 and fell considerably in 2020.

Table 2 - Violations in Municipal Court, 2010-2020 Figure 1 - Marijuana Enforcement in Municipal Court Rolling Over 12
Months, 2011-2020
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Over 80 percent of people who received arrests or summonses in municipal court for marijuana offenses have been black
over the last decade including 86 percent in 2020. Black men made up roughly 70 percent of all people with marijuana
offenses over that span. 
 
Table 3 - Municipal Court Marijuana Enforcement Demographics, 2010-2020
 

Marijuana enforcement has led to $2.6 million in fines and fees assessed by municipal court since 2010 though it is unclear
how much of that total has been actually paid.

Table 4 - Municipal Court Fines and Fees from Marijuana Offenses, 2010-2020

Black men have had to pay higher fines and fees on average for marijuana violations than all other demographic groups
though the average fine has fallen from over $100 in 2011 to under $30 each year from 2017 to 2020.
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Table 5 - Average Fines and Fees for Marijuana Enforcement in Municipal Court, 2011-2020

Roughly half of all city violation marijuana charges and over 60 percent of state violation marijuana charges in municipal
court led to a guilty disposition (through plea or trial). Another 30 percent of cases were dropped or otherwise not
prosecuted.
Table 6 - Disposition of Marijuana Charges, 2010-2020

The share of city violation marijuana charges between 2017 and 2020 was largely unchanged though the number of cases
with a diversion dropped substantially. It is unclear whether diversion cases stopped altogether or if they were identified
some other way.

Table 7 - Disposition of Marijuana Charges, 2017-2020
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City marijuana violations in municipal court are more likely to have a failure to appear or pay status compared to state
violations. Nearly 35 percent of city marijuana violations between 2010 and 2020 had a failure to appear or pay status
compared to under 7 percent of state violations.
Table 8 - Current Status of City/State Marijuana Violations in Municipal Court, 2010-2020

The share of all marijuana charges in municipal court with a failure to appear or pay has risen steadily over the last
decade. Fewer than 20 percent of such charges had a failure to appear or pay between 2010 and 2014, but 57 percent
of charges had such a status in 2020.
Table 9 - Share of Marijuana Charges in Municipal Court with Failure to Appear/Pay Status Per Year, 2010-2020

ATTACHMENTS
There were 1,200 municipal charges for simple possession of
marijuana in 2020 with 57 percent of the charges having a
current status (as of April 2021) of Failed to Appear/Pay. Less
than 2 percent of cases with a failure to pay or appear status in
2020 also had an arrest for an attachment. This trend may be
partly driven by the lingering impact of the December 2019
ransomware attack which led to a dramatic decline in arrests for
attachments, but it reflects a longer-term trend of declining
arrests in these cases. According to Municipal Court, “Law
enforcement typically issues a summons for failure to appear
unless a defendant has a few attachments."

There were 14,156 unique cases on municipal simple possession of marijuana charges between 2011 and 2020 with 12,956
unique people arrested or receiving a summons in those cases. There was a guilty finding in 4,184 cases in that span, 2,739
cases have no disposition listed, and 2,467 were still open as of April 2021. The offender had only one case between 2011
and 2020 in over 90 percent of cases with at least one guilty charge, 94 percent of open cases, and in 96 percent of cases
with no disposition.

CASES & REPEAT OFFENDERS
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