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	NEW

	Title
[bookmark: 6]1  These regulations may be cited as The Plumbing Code (Adoption of Code) Amendment Regulations, 2023.

	
	

	NEW
	Regulations Amended
[bookmark: 2]2  The Plumbing Code Regulations are amended in the manner set forth in these regulations.

	
	

	



5(1) The National Plumbing Code of Canada 2015, issued by the Canadian Commission on Building and Fire Codes of the National Research Council of Canada, as amended from time to time, including any appendices, revisions and errata is adopted and declared to be in force, subject to the amendments set out in Appendix A.

	Section 5 amended
3  Subsection 5(1) is repealed and the following substituted:

5(1) The National Plumbing Code of Canada 2020 is declared to be in force, including:
(a) the amendments set out in Part I of the Appendix; and
(b) revisions and errata issued by Codes Canada of the National Research Council from time to time.



	This provision adopts the National Plumbing Code of Canada (NPC) of Canada 2020 as the code which is applicable to work on plumbing systems. Saskatchewan specific amendments to the NPC are listed in Appendix A of these regulations. As well, the name of the organization which publishes the plumbing code has been updated to reflect changes at the National Research Council.

Saskatchewan has adopted the previous versions of the NPC and this amendment continues this practice.

	

	



21(2) In the case of plumbing that is to be done in a single family dwelling unit, the owner of the unit is eligible to apply for a permit if:
(a) the plumbing system is not to be connected to communal waterworks or communal sewage works; and
(b) the dwelling unit is intended to be used exclusively for living quarters
and will be occupied by the owner.
	Section 21 amended
4 Subsection 21(2) is repealed and the following substituted:

21(2) In the case of plumbing that is to be done in a single family dwelling unit, the owner of the unit is eligible to apply for a permit if the dwelling unit is intended to be used exclusively for living quarters and will be occupied by the owner.
	



This amendment allows building owners to apply for a plumbing permit for work on their primarily dwelling, provided they live in that dwelling. Previously, only building owners whose dwelling was not connected to a municipal sewer system could obtain plumbing permits; otherwise plumbing permits could only be obtained by journeyperson plumbers.

This amendment is consistent with other Canadian jurisdictions, where building owners are permitted to work on their own buildings, provided the building is a residential building and owner occupied (i.e., not a commercial/industrial building and the building is not rented or leased out).

	

	



22(1) An applicant for a permit must:
(a) apply to the local authority in a form acceptable to the local authority;
(b) subject to subsections (2) to (4), provide the local authority with:
(i) a specification or abstract of the proposed work;
(ii) if more than 5 fixtures are to be installed, a plan that shows the location and size of each building drain and of each trap or inspection piece that is on the building drain; and
(iii) if the plumbing includes a water reuse system that utilizes sewage:
(A) a detailed description of the water reuse system;
(B) evidence establishing to the satisfaction of the local authority that the water reuse system conforms to CSA B128.1 Design and
installation of non‑potable water systems; and
I a statement indicating that the owner of any communal waterworks or communal sewage works that serves the location in which the plumbing is to be installed consents to the installation of the water reuse systeI
(c) provide any other information or material that the local authority may
reasonably require; and
(d) submit to the local authority any fees required by the local authority.

(2) Subclauses (1)(b)(i) and (ii) do not apply to a permit with respect to a building that contains at least 1 but not more than 2 dwelling units.


(3) A local authority may exempt a person from the application of subclauses (1)(b)(i) and (ii) if the local authority is of the opinion that it is in the public interest to do so.

(4) An exemption granted pursuant to subsection (3) must be in writing or in the
manner set out in the local authority’s plumbing bylaw.

	Section 22 amended
5 Section 22 is repealed and the following substituted:

22(1) An applicant for a permit must:
(a) apply to the local authority in a form acceptable to the local authority;
(b) subject to subsections (2) to (4), provide the local authority with:
(i) a specification or abstract of the proposed work; and
(ii) if the plumbing includes a water reuse system that utilizes sewage:
(A) a detailed description of the water reuse system;
(B) evidence establishing to the satisfaction of the local authority that the water reuse system conforms to CSA B128.1 Design and
installation of non‑potable water systems; and
(C) a statement indicating that the owner of any communal waterworks or communal sewage works that serves the location in which the plumbing is to be installed consents to the installation of the water reuse system;
(c) provide any other information or material that the local authority may
reasonably require; and
(d) submit to the local authority any fees required by the local authority.




(2) A local authority may exempt a person from the application of subclauses (1)(b)(i) if the local authority is of the opinion that it is in the public interest to do so.

(3) An exemption granted pursuant to subsection (2) must be in writing or in the
manner set out in the local authority’s plumbing bylaw.

	



This amendment provides that the requirements for obtaining a permit are more consistent with the requirements found in the NPC 
































Local authorities retain the ability to exempt applicants from the usual requirement to submit a specification or abstract of proposed work, where the local authority determines it to be appropriate.

Subsection 22(2)(b) of the current regulations has been amended to harmonize requirements with NPC 2020 on the subject of what and when drawings or schematics are required. 


	

	



Appendix A
[Section 5]

Saskatchewan Amendments to the National Plumbing Code, 2015

	Appendix amended
6  Appendix A is repealed and the following substituted:

[bookmark: QuickMark_1]“Appendix A
[Section 5]

Saskatchewan Amendments to the National Plumbing Code of Canada, 2020

	As this regulation repeals the NPC 2015 and replaces it with the NPC 2020, the Appendix of the regulations must also be repealed and replaced with a new appendix which updates Saskatchewan amendments to the NPC.

Some of the amendments in the new appendix of the regulations will be the same as those adopted in the NPC 2015. Some amendments have been modified because the provision has been modified in the NPC 2020 and now needs to be adapted for Saskatchewan specific situations.

	

	1 The National Plumbing Code of Canada 2015 is amended in the manner set forth in this Appendix.



	1 The National Plumbing Code of Canada 2020 is amended in the manner set forth in this Appendix.


	Updated to refer to the NPC 2020. Saskatchewan has historically adopted new editions of the plumbing codes in a timely manner, to ensure building owners, designers and the construction industry have access to the most recent versions of the codes.

The Construction Codes Regulatory Agreement provided for under provision of the Canadian Free Trade Agreement requires provincial and territorial jurisdictions to adopt the NPC 2020 within 24 months of publication. Published on March 28, 2022, Saskatchewan proposes adopting effective January 1, 2024, to avoid burdening industry with new requirements in the busy summer construction season.

	

	2 Article 1.2.2.1. of Division A is amended by adding the following Sentence after Sentence (1):

“2) Notwithstanding that any provision of this Code requires certain specified materials to be used, any other material may be approved by the local authority if the material:
a) is shown to be satisfactory for the purpose intended by certification from a testing laboratory that is recognized by the local authority; and
b) is at least the equivalent of that required in these regulations in quality,
strength, effectiveness, resistance, durability and safety”.

	2 Article 1.2.2.1. of Division A is amended by adding the following Sentence after Sentence (1):


“2) Notwithstanding that any provision of this Code requires certain specified materials to be used, any other material may be approved by the local authority if the material:
a) is shown to be satisfactory for the purpose intended by certification from a testing laboratory that is recognized by the local authority; and
b) is at least the equivalent of that required in these regulations in quality, strength, effectiveness, resistance, durability, and safety”.

	



No change to the existing requirements. These amendments allow local authorities to accept materials which may not be recognized by the NPC if it can be demonstrated that the material performs equivalently. 
	

	3 Article 1.4.1.2. of Division A is amended:

(a) by adding the following definition after the definition of Alloyed zinc:
“Ancillary building means a building that depends on another building in order to function”;

(b) by repealing the definition of Drainage system and substituting the following:
“Drainage system means an assembly of pipes, fittings, fixtures, traps and appurtenances that is used to convey sewage, clear‑water waste or storm water to the property line, or to a private sewage works, but does not include a subsoil drainage pipe”;



















(d) by repealing the definition of Private water supply system and substituting the following:
“Private waterworks means a privately owned works that is located on one property and is intended to be used for the supply, collection, treatment, storage and distribution of water that:
a) is not a public water supply within the meaning of The Health Hazard Regulations;
b) is not designated as a waterworks for the purposes of clause 2(pp) of The Environmental Management and Protection Act, 2010 and The Waterworks and Sewage Works Regulations; and
c) does not include water for industrial use”;

(e) by repealing the definition of Water distribution system and substituting the following:
“Water distribution system means an assembly of pipes, fittings, valves and appurtenances that convey water from the water service pipe or private waterworks to water supply outlets, fixtures, appliances and devices”; 

(f) by repealing the definition of Water system and substituting the following: 
“Water system means an assembly of pipes, fittings, control valves and appurtenances that convey water from communal waterworks, starting at the property line or a private water supply source, to the water supply outlets of fixtures or devices”.




	3 Article 1.4.1.2. of Division A is amended:

(a) by adding the following definition after the definition of Alloyed zinc:
‘Ancillary building means a building that depends on another building in order to function’;

(b) by repealing the definition of “Drainage system” and substituting the following: 
“Drainage system means an assembly of pipes, fittings, fixtures, traps and appurtenances that is used to convey sewage, clear-water waste or storm water to the property line, or to a private sewage works, but does not include a subsoil drainage pipe’;

(c) by adding the following definitions after the definition of Fresh air inlet:
‘Human Consumptive use means a use of water for human consumption, including the following uses and applications:
a) drinking;
b) cooking and food preparation;
c) oral hygiene;

Hygienic use means a use of water for hygienic purposes by humans, including the following uses and applications:
a) bathing and personal hygiene, but not including swimming;
b) showering;
but does not include a human consumptive use;’

(d) by repealing the definition of Private water supply system and substituting the following: 
‘Private waterworks means a privately owned works that is located on one property and is intended to be used for the supply, collection, treatment, storage and distribution of water that:
a) is not a public water supply within the meaning of The Health Hazard Regulations;
b) is not designated as a waterworks for the purposes of clause 2(pp) of The Environmental Management and Protection Act, 2010 and The Waterworks and Sewage Works Regulations; and
c) does not include water for industrial use’;

(e) by repealing the definition of Water distribution system and substituting the following:
“Water distribution system means an assembly of pipes, fittings, valves and appurtenances that convey water from the water service pipe or private waterworks to water supply outlets, fixtures, appliances and devices.”

(f) by repealing the definition of Water system and substituting the following:
“Water system means an assembly of pipes, fittings, valves and appurtenances that convey water from a communal waterworks, starting at the property line or a private water supply source, to the water supply outlets, fixtures, appliances, and devices.

	

No change to the existing requirements. 





No change to the existing requirements. 









The definitions “Human Consumptive use” and “Hygienic use” are used to distinguish between water suitable for oral hygiene and for personal hygiene. These terms are intended to bring clarity and more consistent enforcement.













No changes from current requirements.
This definition is intended to include references to other pieces of Saskatchewan legislation which regulate portions of plumbing systems.
















No change to the existing requirements. 









Minor changes. The word “control” was removed to allow for all valves to be included in the definition (as opposed to only control valves). The term “appliances” was added to better align with the definition of a water distribution system.




	

	4 Table 1.3.1.2. in Division B is amended by adding the following entry:

	CSA
	CSA
B128.3-12

	Performance of non-potable water reuse systems
	2.7



	4 Table 1.3.1.2. in Division B is amended by adding the following entry:

	CSA
	CSA
B128.3-12
	Performance of non-potable water reuse systems
	2.7



	No change to the existing requirements.
	

	5 Articles 2.1.2.1. to 2.1.2.4. of Division B are repealed and the following substituted:

“2.1.2.1. Sanitary Drainage Systems

1) Every sanitary drainage system shall be connected to a public sanitary sewer, a public combined sewer or a private sewage works.

2) A combined building drain shall not be installed. (See Appendix A.)


“2.1.2.2. Storm Drainage Systems

1) Every storm drainage system shall be connected to a public storm sewer, a public combined sewer or a designated storm water disposal location.



“2.1.2.3. Water Distribution Systems

1) Every water distribution system shall be connected to a public water system or a private waterworks.


“2.1.2.4. Separate Services

1) Subject to Sentences (2) to (4), piping in any building connected to a public water system, a public sanitary sewer or a public combined sewer shall be connected separately from piping of any other building.

2) Piping in a building may be connected to an ancillary building on the same property as the building mentioned in Sentence (1).

3) Piping in a building may be connected to the piping of another building on a separate property if an easement is obtained and the local authority has approved of the proposed piping system.

4) Plumbing systems in premises registered pursuant to The Condominium Property Act, 1993 may be extended to the property line by a single sewer pipe and a single water service pipe”.

	5 Articles 2.1.2.1. to 2.1.2.4. of Division B are repealed and the following substituted:

“2.1.2.1. Sanitary Drainage Systems
	
1) Except where supplying systems that are covered in Section 2.7., sanitary drainage systems shall be connected to a public sanitary sewer, a public combined sewer or a private sewage works.
	
2) A combined building drain shall not be installed. (See Appendix A.)

“2.1.2.2. Storm Drainage Systems

1) Except as provided in Section 2.7., storm drainage systems shall be connected to a public storm sewer, a public combined sewer or a designated storm water disposal location.


“2.1.2.3. Water Distribution Systems

1) Except as provided in Section 2.7., water distribution systems shall be connected to a public water system or a private waterworks.

“2.1.2.4. Separate Services

1) Subject to Sentences (2) to (4), piping in any building connected to a public water system, a public sanitary sewer or a public combined sewer shall be connected separately from piping of any other building.

2) Piping in a building may be connected to an ancillary building on the same property as the building mentioned in Sentence (1).

3) Piping in a building may be connected to the piping of another building on a separate property if an easement is obtained and the local authority has approved of the proposed piping system.

4) Plumbing systems in premises registered pursuant to The Condominium Property Act, 1993 may be extended to the property line by a single sewer pipe and a single water service pipe”.

	


Saskatchewan amendments to Articles 2.1.2.1 to 2.1.2.4. of Division B of the NPC 2020 have been updated to reference Section 2.7 Non-Potable Water Systems, which is a new section in NPC 2020. No other changes are proposed.

The updated wording of these four articles ensures references are more closely aligned with the technical requirements of NPC 2020.

	

	6 Sentence 2.4.4.1.(1) of Division B is amended:

(a) by striking out “public” and substituting “communal”; and

(b) by striking out “private sewage disposal system” and substituting “private sewage works”.

	6 Sentence 2.4.4.1.(1) of Division B is amended:

(a) by striking out “public” and substituting “communal”; and

(b) by striking out “private sewage disposal system” and substituting “private sewage works”.

	No change to the existing requirements.
	

	NEW
	7 Sentences 2.4.6.4.(1) and (2) of Divisions B are amended:

“1) Except as provided in Sentences (2) and (3), where a building drain or a branch may be subject to backflow from a fixture or a public sewer, a backwater valve shall be installed on every fixture drain connected to them when the fixture is located below grade.

“2) Where more than one fixture is in the same room and all are connected to the same branch, the backwater valve is permitted to be installed on the branch.

	Sentences 2.4.6.4.(1) and (2) are amended to ensure fixtures located below grade are not subjected to a potential flowing back or reversal of the normal direction of flow of waste materials from a fixture located in another room or a public sewer.

Drainage system backups (i.e., sewer backups) are most often the result of a blockage in the building’s sewer system (e.g., collapsed pipe, tree roots, or misaligned pipe) than a backup of public sewers.

As such, fixtures below grade need to be protected against backflow from all other fixtures connected to the same drainage system.
While the wording in NPC 2020 alludes to this intent, these amendments clarify the requirements to prevent unsanitary conditions and to prevent property damage.

	

	7 Sentence 2.4.9.4.(1) of Division B is repealed and the following substituted:

“1) Building Drains and Building Sewers connected to the public sewer system (see Sentence 2.4.7.1.(6)) shall not be less than 4 inches in size”.

	8 Sentence 2.4.9.4.(1) of Division B is repealed and the following substituted:

“1) Building Drains and Building Sewers connected to the public sewer system (see Sentence 2.4.7.1.(6)) shall not be less than 4 inches in size”.

	No change to the existing requirements.
	

	8 The following Article is added after Article 2.5.5.5.:

“2.5.5.6. Vent for Island Fixture
1) Island venting is permitted”.

	9 The following Article is added after Article 2.5.5.5.:

“2.5.5.6. Vent for Island Fixture
1) Island venting is permitted”.

	No change to the existing requirements.
	

	9 Sentences 2.6.2.4.(1), (2), (3) and (4) of Division B are repealed and the following substituted:

“1) A backflow preventer shall not be required in residential full flowthrough fire sprinkler/standpipe systems in which the pipes and fittings are constructed of potable water system materials.

“2) Backflow caused by back‑siphonage or back pressure from fire sprinkler systems where water treatment is not added shall be prevented by the installation of not less than an Approved Double Check Valve Assembly, and such a device shall not adversely affect the designed performance of the system.

“3) Backflow caused by back‑siphonage or back pressure from standpipe systems if water treatment is not added shall be prevented by the installation of not less than an Approved Double Check Valve Assembly, and such a device shall not adversely affect the designed performance of the system”.

	10 Sentence 2.6.2.4.(1) of Division B are repealed and the following substituted:

1) Residential partial flow-through fire sprinkler/standpipe systems in which the pipes and fittings are constructed of potable water system materials shall be protected by a Double Check Valve backflow preventer conforming to:

a) CSA B64.5, “Double Check Valve (DCVA) backflow preventers,” or
b) CSA B64.5.1, “Double Check Valve backflow preventers for fire protection systems (DCVAF),”


	
This clause is amended to require a dual-check valve on fire sprinklers (as opposed to a singular valve) to increase safety of a building’s occupants. This decreases the potential for system failure and ensures water supply is not contaminated.
	

	NEW
	11 Clause 2.6.2.4.(2)(b) of Division B are repealed and the following substituted:


“b) Provided that the systems do not use antifreeze or other additives of any kind and that all pipes and fittings are constructed of potable water system materials, Class 1 fire sprinkler/standpipe systems shall be protected by a Double Check Valve backflow preventer conforming to:
i) CSA B64.5, “Double Check Valve (DCVA) backflow preventers,” or
ii) CSA B64.5.1, “Double check valve backflow preventers for fire protection systems (DCVAF)”


	This clause is added to require a dual-check valve on fire sprinklers without antifreeze solutions (as opposed to a singular valve) to increase safety of a building’s occupants. This decreases the potential for system failure and ensures water supply is not contaminated.
	

	NEW
	12 Sentence 2.6.2.4.(3) of Division B is amended by the following:

“3) Backflow preventers required by Sentence (2) shall not adversely affect the designed performance of the system and be installed upstream of the fire department pumper connection. (See Note a-2.6.2.4.(3).

	This amendment is intended to ensure the performance of the fire system is not affected by the pressure drop caused by the backflow preventers.


	

	10 Sentence 2.6.2.5.(1) of Division B is repealed and the following substituted:

“1) Subject to Sentence (2), no water system that includes a connection to a private water source shall be interconnected with communal waterworks.

“2) A water system that includes a connection to a private water source may be interconnected with communal waterworks if:

(a) the owner of the communal waterworks provides written approval to the local authority; and

(b) the water system and the connection to the communal waterworks is not located in a city, town, village or resort village or subdivision consisting of 3 or more lots”.

	13 Sentence 2.6.2.5.(1) of Division B is repealed and the following substituted:

“1) Subject to Sentence (2), no water system that includes a connection to a private water source shall be interconnected with a communal waterworks.

“2) A water system that includes a connection to a private water source may be interconnected with a communal waterworks if:

(a) the owner of the communal waterworks provides written approval to the local authority; and

(b) the water system and the connection to the communal waterworks is not located in a city, town, village or resort village or subdivision consisting of 3 or more lots”.

	No change to the existing requirements. This prevents individual water sources (e.g., personal wells, holding tanks, cisterns) from being connected to a communal water system to limit the risk of contamination.
	

	12 Article 2.7.3.2. of Division B is repealed and the following substituted:

“2.7.3.2. Outlets

1) Unless approved by the local authority, an outlet from a non‑potable water supply shall not be located where it can discharge into:
(a) a sink or lavatory,
(b) a fixture into which an outlet from a potable water system is discharged, or
(c) a fixture that is used for the preparation, handling or dispensing of food, drink or products that are intended for human consumption.

2) Sentence (1) does not apply to waterworks authorized to supply water for hygienic use within the meaning of sections 22 or 23 of The Water Regulations, 2002”.

	14 Article 2.7.1.4. of Division B is repealed and the following substituted:

“2.7.1.4 Location of Outlets

1) Unless approved by the local authority, an outlet from a non-potable water supply shall not be located where it can discharge into:
(a) a sink or lavatory,
(b) a fixture into which an outlet from a potable water system is discharged, or
(c) a fixture that is used for the preparation, handling or dispensing of food, drink or products that are intended for human consumption.



	


As a result of reorganization of NBC 2020, the location of this requirement has been renumbered, which requires an update to the reference number of this requirement. 













Sentence 2 is repealed as Sentence 1 addresses this situation already.
	

	NEW
	15 The following Sentence is added after Sentence 2.7.1.1.(5):

“6) Where a non-potable water system that utilizes sewage is installed, it shall conform to CSA B128.3-12, ‘Performance of non-potable water reuse systems’ and produce an effluent with a water quality suitable for the use to which it is put”.

	This amendment requires specified devices that adhere to the Canadian Standards Association standards when dealing with non-potable water systems utilizing sewage. This is intended to increase safety in these situations.
	

	11 Sentence 2.7.1.1.(1) of Division B is repealed and the following substituted:

“1) Subject to Sentence (2), a non‑potable water system shall not be connected to a potable water system.

“2) Unless otherwise approved by the local authority, a non‑potable water system shall not be connected to a private waterworks unless the non‑potable water passes through functioning equipment capable of rendering the water potable and that equipment is located so that all water entering the system passes through the equipment”.

	
	Repealed.

Updates to NPC 2020 address this situation and no longer require a Saskatchewan amendment.


	

	
13 The following Sentence is added after Sentence 2.7.4.1.(2):

“3) Where a non‑potable water system that utilizes sewage is installed, it shall conform to CSA B128.3‑12, ‘Performance of non‑potable water reuse systems’ and produce an effluent with a water quality suitable for the use to which it is put”.

	
	Repealed.

Updates to NPC 2020 address this situation and no longer require a Saskatchewan amendment.




	

	14 Section 2.2 of Division C is repealed.
	
	This requirement is no longer required with the Technical Safety Authority of Saskatchewan now being responsible for plumbing permitting and inspections for areas outside of Regina, Saskatoon, Lloydminster and the Global Transportation Hub.

	

	NEW
	Coming into force

7(1) Subject to subsection (2), these regulations come into force on January 1, 2024.

(2) If these regulations are filed with the Registrar of Regulations after January 1, 2024, these regulations come into force on the day on which they are filed with the Registrar of Regulations.

	This ensures the amendments come into force on or after January 1, 2024.
	







