
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST - RITE II 

THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
OCTOBER 25, 2026 

 8:00 AM  
 THE VERY REVEREND DR. MARY ELLEN CASSINI, CELEBRANT  

THE REVEREND CHRISTOPHER HARDING, ASSISTING PRIEST 
THE REVEREND ANDREW J. SHERMAN, PREACHER 

 
  

Welcome to Saint Gregory’s!  We invite you to join us in active participation in the worship of God.   
This leaflet contains the congregational portions of the liturgy taken from the Book of Common Prayer.  

Please silence all cell phones.   
Please refrain from bringing food or drink into the sanctuary.   

 

THE PRELUDE Lori Snow, flute.  
 
The Bells peal. All stand, as able, as the Procession enters and remain standing for 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY  
 

          CELEBRANT     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

          PEOPLE              And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

lmighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 

 

THE GLORIA Said by all.                                                                                               

lory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the Father.  AMEN. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   

CELEBRANT   The Lord be with you. 
 PEOPLE          And also with you. 
 CELEBRANT   Let us pray.  
 

lmighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what you 
promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

The People are seated for 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY                                                                              [34:1-12] 
Betsy Wenzel, Lector.  

 
oses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and 
the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the 
land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm 

trees—as far as Zoar. The LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I 
will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” Then Moses, the servant 
of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab, at the LORD’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite 
Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was 
unimpaired, and his vigor had not abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab for thirty days; then the period 
of mourning for Moses was ended. 
 
Joshua, son of Nun, was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, 
doing as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
 
Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face. He was unequaled for all the 
signs and wonders that the LORD sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire 
land, and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 

 
   LECTOR        The Word of the Lord. 
              PEOPLE          Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM Recited by all, saying the text in BOLD print.                                                                                               [ 90:1-6, 13-17] 

 

1 Lord, you have been our refuge  
from one generation to another. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or the land and the earth were born,  
from age to age you are God. 

 
3 You turn us back to the dust and say,  

"Go back, O child of earth." 
4 For a thousand years in your sight are like 

yesterday when it is past  
and like a watch in the night. 

 
5 You sweep us away like a dream;  

we fade away suddenly like the grass. 
6 In the morning it is green and flourishes;  

in the evening it is dried up and 
withered. 

 
 

13 Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry?  
be gracious to your servants. 

14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the 
morning;  
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the 
days of our life. 

 
15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that 

you afflicted us  
and the years in which we suffered adversity. 

16 Show your servants your works  
and your splendor to their children. 

 
17 May the graciousness of the LORD our God be 

upon us;  
prosper the work of our hands; 
prosper our handiwork. 
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A READING FROM PAUL’S FIRST LETTER TO THE THESSALONIANS                                                 [ 2:1-8] 
Michelle Santarelli, Lector. 

 
ou yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though we had already suffered 
and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of 
God in spite of great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as 

we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to 
please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext 
for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as 
apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for 
you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become 
very dear to us. 

   LECTOR   The Word of the Lord. 
   PEOPLE    Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW                              [22:34-46] 

PEOPLE   Glory to You, Lord Christ. 

hen the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, 
asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 

and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets.” 
 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose 
son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, 
saying, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 
until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone 
dare to ask him any more questions. 
 

GOSPELLER      The Gospel of the Lord. 
PEOPLE              Praise to You, Lord Christ.                                                  

 
The People are seated for 

THE SERMON   THE REVEREND ANDREW J. SHERMAN 

 
Silence is kept. The People stand for 

THE NICENE CREED  

e believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him 

all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   AMEN. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                        FORM VI 
The Leader and People pray responsively. Gena Vallee, Leader. 
 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence is kept. 
 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.  
 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.  
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.  
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.  
 
For Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and Peter, our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church.  

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  
Silence is kept. 
 
Hear us, Lord;  
For your mercy is great.  
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  
Silence is kept.   
 
We will exalt you, O God our King;  
And praise your Name for ever and ever.  
 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence is kept. 
 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;  
Who put their trust in you.   
 
The Celebrant adds the concluding collect.  
 

Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon 
us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O Lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  AMEN.

 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS 

Deacon or Celebrant  

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence is kept.  

ost merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.   
AMEN. 

O 

M 



5 

 

The Celebrant says, 

lmighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in              

all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. AMEN.  

THE PEACE    

                 CELEBRANT   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
PEOPLE          And also with you. 

 

 The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
All are welcomed formally as announcements, birthday, and anniversary blessings are made.  

 

ROOTED IN FAITH, LIVING IN LOVE: A TESTIMONY ON FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP Elijah Figueroa. 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

An offering will be collected at this time. To make an electronic offering via your phone, simply scan this QR Code with your 
camera application, and follow the prompts, or text SGEgive to: 833-672-4095.  Your gifts make a meaningful difference.   
Thank you for walking in love and responding in faith.   
  

 

 

The People stand as the gifts are brought forward.  
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                                        EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant says   
                                        The Lord be with you. 

PEOPLE            And also with you. 
CELEBRANT      Lift up your hearts. 
PEOPLE   We lift them to the Lord. 
CELEBRANT      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
PEOPLE            It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS QUI VENIT   

oly, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the 

highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.   

 

The People may kneel, stand, or sit as desired. The Celebrant continues 

oly and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 

and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to 
suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he 
took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People   
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 

e celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

CELEBRANT      Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.        
PEOPLE            Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.  
 

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Facing the People, the Celebrant says 

he Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

 
In the Episcopal Church all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion. In Jesus' name, all are welcome! At the time of Holy 

Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. Both the Host (the blessed wafer) and the Chalice (wine) will be offered. If you prefer to receive 
only the Host, it is full communion. We also provide gluten-free Hosts. Please indicate your preference for a gluten-free Host to the Eucharistic 

Minister at the altar. Should you not wish to receive Holy Communion, you are still invited to come to the altar for a blessing.  
Please cross your arms over your chest to indicate your preference for a blessing. 

For those desiring a blessing of healing, a priest will be available to administer a blessing in the Chapel of St. Mary. 
 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER                               

After Communion, the People stand as able the Celebrant says  Let us pray.    

ternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
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THE BLESSING                                                                                               BEANNACHT (BLESSING) BY JOHN O’DONOHUE 

 

n the day when the weight deadens on your shoulders and you stumble, may the clay dance to balance you. And when 
your eyes freeze behind the grey window and the ghost of loss gets into you, may a flock of colors, indigo, red, green 
and azure blue, come to awaken in you a meadow of delight. When the canvas frays in the currach of thought and a 

stain of ocean blackens beneath you, may there come across the waters a path of yellow moonlight to bring you safely home. 
May the nourishment of the earth be yours, may the clarity of light be yours, may the fluency of the ocean be yours, may the 
protection of the ancestors be yours. And so may a slow wind work these words of love around you, an invisible cloak to mind 
your life. And may the blessing of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit be with you this day and always. 
AMEN.

THE DISMISSAL   

DEACON      Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.        
PEOPLE       Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 
THE POSTLUDE 
 
 

We welcome you to this service of worship! It is our fervent prayer that you will find God’s love and peace in this holy place. 

We invite you to explore life at St. Gregory’s by speaking with one of the clergy. Please scan the QR code and fill 
out the form provided to be sent information about all the opportunities and ministries offered at St. Gregory’s!  
 

 

We welcome Lori Snow as our guest musician this morning.  
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SAINT GREORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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